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Key Points 
• Fighting between the SAF and SPLM-N forces continued in parts of Blue Nile and South Kordofan 

states, affecting civilians. 
• More than 204,000 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile are registered in 

camps in South Sudan and Ethiopia, according to UNHCR.  
• In Abyei, the total number of people who have returned to areas north of the Bahr al Arab/Kiir 

River remains at some 10,000.   
• In Darfur, new civilian displacements have been reported following inter-tribal clashes. 

 

 
1. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Security situation  
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North 
(SPLM-N) in Blue Nile state continued, affecting civilians. According to reports received by the UN on 28 July, 
armed clashes between the SAF and the SPLM-N were reported in the Alkadalo area of the El Roseires locality, 
approximately 80km south-east of the provincial capital Ed Damazine. The UN has not received any reports of 
civilian casualties or displacement following these clashes. According to international media reports, aerial 
bombardment on 27 and 28 July killed three civilians and wounded another 21 people in the Ora-Balila area. At 
Wadaka Nellei in Blue Nile, AFP reported that six people were wounded in an aerial bombardment.   
 
In South Kordofan, local media reports indicated that fighting between the SAF and the Sudanese Revolutionary 
Front (SRF) – a coalition of armed movements – took place this week in Meiram. Reports received by the UN 
indicate that an armed clash took place on 23 July between the SAF and the Justice and Equality Movement 
(JEM) in Et Tibbun town, 30km north-west of Muglad. Neither civilian casualties nor displacements were reported. 
 
Tripartite initiative 
From 23-25 July, the Government of Sudan and the SPLM-N held indirect negotiations in Addis Ababa under the 
auspices of the tripartite initiative of the African Union (AU), the League of Arab States (LAS) and the United 
Nations (UN) to facilitate the delivery of humanitarian assistance to all people affected by conflict in South 
Kordofan and Blue Nile states. The negotiations reached an impasse due to a significant difference of views 
between the Government and the SPLM-N regarding the implementation modalities of the initiative. The United 
Nations Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Sudan and South Sudan, Haile Menkerios, told the media that 
the members of the tripartite initiative decided to suspend talks on humanitarian access between the two parties.   
 
Joint verification of displaced people in Kadugli  
Between 18 and 26 July, the UN World Food Programme (WFP), the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) 
and the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) conducted a joint verification of displaced 
people in the provincial capital of South Kordofan, Kadugli. According to the verification exercise results, the 
number of displaced people in Kadugli town currently stands at 45,400 people – an increase of more than 10,000 
people since mid-May. The majority of the displaced people in Kadugli are from the Buram and Um Dorain 
localities in South Kordofan. 
 
Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the influx of Sudanese refugees to South Sudan continues. By 
29 July, there were more than 204,000 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile states in camps in 
South Sudan and Ethiopia. This includes some 37,700 refugees, mainly from Blue Nile state, in camps in 
Ethiopia’s Assosa region. In South Sudan, there are some 106,700 refugees, mainly from Blue Nile state, in 
several camps in Upper Nile state and approximately 60,200 refugees, mainly from South Kordofan state, in three 
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locations in Unity State. UNHCR reported on 24 July that the number of Sudanese refugees arriving in Unity State 
has dropped from 800 per day in June to 250 people per day in July.  
 
Food security 
The USAID-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) reports in its July 2012 East Africa 
Food Security Outlook Update that the main driver of food insecurity in Sudan is conflict in South Kordofan, Blue 
Nile, and Darfur. The below average harvest of 2011-2012, high inflation and the impact of the reduced oil 
revenues, following the secession of South Sudan last year, are also drivers of food insecurity. The period 
between May and September 2012 is the lean season, or hunger season, in Sudan. This year’s lean season 
began early due to a below average harvest last year and has been particularly harsh.  
 
Humanitarian response 
Humanitarian organisations in Sudan are unable to access SPLM-N-controlled areas in South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile due to Government restrictions. As of 29 July, 320 national staff from the UN and international NGOs and six 
international UN staff were present in government-controlled areas of South Kordofan. There are over 200 
national staff of UN agencies and international NGOs in Blue Nile.  No international staff are present in Blue Nile.  
 
Rain and poor road conditions continue to affect the movement of humanitarian supplies and food distributions in 
the east of South Kordofan, particularly in the Talodi and El Leri localities. Relief agencies have also expressed 
concern about the potential risk of landmines, which may have moved as a result of flash floods. WFP is 
considering alternative routes to deliver food to areas that are difficult to access. While additional food supplies 
will be dispatched from El Obeid in North Kordofan to Talodi in the coming days, depending on the road 
conditions, WFP has a two-month stock of food rations in Talodi. Complementary to the ongoing food distribution 
by WFP and SRCS, some 84,000 non-food relief items for some 71,000 people have been dispatched for 
distribution by SRCS and the national NGO Jasmar in Abu Gubeiha, Al Abassiya, Rashad and Kadugli. The main 
warehouse of the UNHCR-managed Emergency Shelter/Non-Food Items (ES/NFIs) project in El Obeid has not 
been accessible since 23 April 2012, subject to Government approval of UNHCR taking over the project 
management of ES/NFIs from WFP.  
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) provided basic emergency medical supplies to the State Ministry of Health 
(SMoH) for its health facilities in Abu Gubaiha, Rashad and Talodi localities. The supplies are enough for 15,000 
people for three months – 5,000 in each locality. 
 
In the Giessan locality of Blue Nile state, SRCS has registered some 4,000 displaced people, reportedly from the 
Bau locality, in three villages – Abo Hashim in the Damazine locality, and Esseil and Samsor. HAC, SRCS and 
the Zakah Chamber of the Ministry of Extension and Religious Affairs are mobilising food and relief supplies to 
assist these displaced people. In Ed Damazine, heavy rains over the past week damaged the houses of some 
900 families. SRCS, the Zakah Chamber, and HAC have completed the distribution of food and NFIs to these 
families.  
 
 
2. Abyei 
 
Returns 
According to humanitarian organisations on the ground, the total number of people who have returned to areas 
north of Bahr al Arab/Kiir River remains at some 10,000 people, including 1,859 returnees to Abyei town. An 
assessment conducted by Save the Children Sweden (SCS) in the returnee villages of Gungbail and Wunruok 
indicated that there are 950 returnees in the two villages, including 200 children.  
 
Humanitarian response 
Humanitarian agencies continued to provide assistance to people displaced from Abyei. On 23 July, the 
distribution of NFIs to displaced people and returnees in Abyei and Agok concluded. Some 7,800 families 
received NFIs, including some 5,800 families in Agok. In Abyei town, 2,047 returnee families received NFIs, 
including plastic sheeting.  
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During the reporting period, Save the Children Sweden (SCS) provided 662 displaced children with psychosocial 
support in seven child-friendly spaces in Agok. Overall, some 8,000 children have benefited from child-friendly 
services in Agok and Abyei. 
 
Humanitarian organisations continued to provide safe drinking water to host communities and people displaced 
from Abyei. The UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) continued to truck water to return areas where 
hand pumps and water yards are not operational. SCS also conducted an assessment on the accessibility of safe 
drinking water in the three villages of Althony, Nyinkwack and Gong Garang in the Abyei area. Findings showed 
that some 650 people do not have access to safe drinking water in these villages. In Jouljok village, SCS 
rehabilitated water sources, with 1,120 people gaining access to safe drinking water. 
 
 
3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Registration of extremely vulnerable people of South Sudanese origin in Khartoum 
While the rapid needs assessment in the open areas in Khartoum is under finalisation – where people of South 
Sudanese origin are sheltering – IOM and UNHCR have begun the registration and medical screening of 
extremely vulnerable individuals (EVIs) in those areas. A total of 655 EVIs and family members have been 
identified for air movement from Khartoum to South Sudan over the next month. Due to the high number of EVIs 
in the open areas and lack of funds for air movement, the EVI selection criteria has been limited to only those with 
physical disability. Once the first air movement is completed, an additional 300 EVIs from eastern Sudan and 415 
from Darfur will be assisted with air transport.  
 
In addition, UNHCR provided the Government of Sudan’s Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Works 
(CVHW) with 300 pieces of plastic sheeting for further distribution to urgent cases at the departure points, while a 
more comprehensive response is being prepared as a follow up to the earlier rapid needs assessment exercise. 
Many people of South Sudanese origin who are stranded in Khartoum do not have adequate shelter from the rain. 
 
Reverse movements from South Sudan to Sudan 
The Protection Sector reported that the reverse movement of people of South Sudanese origin returning back to 
Sudan continues. According to UNHCR, some 250 people of South Sudanese origin, who had been supported by 
IOM to return to South Sudan through Kosti, have returned to the El Ferdous locality in East Darfur, citing a lack 
of basic services and viable livelihood opportunities in South Sudan. The majority of returnees are from South 
Sudan’s Warrap and North Bahr el Ghazal states. More people of South Sudanese origin are expected to return 
from South Sudan to South and East Darfur states. 
 
 
4. Darfur  
 
Security situation and displacement 
Criminality remains the prevailing security threat for humanitarian staff throughout Darfur. In South Darfur, WFP 
reported that ten armed men attacked one of their trucks in Al Wihda locality and stole 1.6 metric tonnes (MT) of 
sorghum (some 110km north of Nyala on the road to Al Malam). In West Darfur, a warehouse belonging to an 
international NGO was burgled. Police are investigating both incidents.  
 
Inter-tribal fighting 
Inter-tribal conflict continued in Darfur, these conflicts are often over grazing or water for livestock. A series of 
inter-tribal clashes have been reported in parts of Darfur during the past week. According to reports received by 
the UN on 22 July, fighting between Nwaiba tribesmen and members of the Awlad Janoob tribe took place over 
alleged livestock rustling in Khore Ramla, approximately 12km west of Nertiti, Central Darfur. Government 
authorities are investigating the incident. In North Darfur, the UN received reports of inter-tribal fighting between 
the Rizeigat and Beni Hussein tribes in El Sireaf (some 56km north-east of Saraf Omra) on 25 July. The fighting 
was reportedly over claims to a goldmine in the area. Four people were reported killed and two injured. No reports 
of civilian displacement were received.  
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New displacements to IDP camps 
According to the international NGO Plan Sudan, people displaced from Saq Alnyam in the Dar es Salam area of 
North Darfur continue to arrive in the Zamzam IDP camp. Between 23 and 29 July, some 1,200 people from Saq 
Alnyam were displaced to the Zamzam IDP camp, allegedly due to attacks by Birgid tribesmen. UNHCR also 
reports new displacements from Um Doul to Dar el Salam and Shearia towns; from Kushini and Khartoum Jadeed 
to IDP camps in Tawila; and from Sag Alnyam to Abu Delek town, Ed al Deada town and Zamzam IDP camp. 
Due to insecurity, verification missions to the areas of displacement have not been possible, according to 
humanitarian organisations on the ground. Following HAC authorisation, the international NGO African 
Humanitarian Action (AHA) will distribute food assistance to those displaced. The security situation remains tense 
in Dar es Salam, Kalimindo and Tawila, and there are concerns of further conflict leading to more civilian 
displacement. 
 
Displaced people in the Krinding II IDP Camp face eviction from private land 
In West Darfur, some 1,800 displaced people are being evicted by the owner of the land that they are occupying 
in the Krinding II IDP camp and are requesting support to relocate to an identified area in the north-east of the 
camp. About 250 people have already moved to the new area. The former governor of West Darfur had 
previously issued a decree prohibiting landowners from evicting displaced people living on their land. OCHA, 
UNHCR, and the international NGO Islamic Relief will be meeting with HAC to resolve this issue.  
 
Medical supplies reach Mukjar and Garsila after six months 
In Central Darfur, the UN-African Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) assisted the international NGO International 
Medical Corps (IMC) in transporting assorted medical supplies from Zalingei to their clinics in Mukjar and Garsila. 
These supplies were held in Zalingei for the past six months awaiting official clearance to be transported.   
 
Measles cases in Um Dafug, South Darfur 
According to the South Darfur State Ministry of Health (SMoH), 15 suspected measles cases have been reported 
in Um Dafug among the nomadic community that migrated from Central African Republic (CAR). The SMoH 
reported that due to lack of funds, no accelerated vaccination campaign as part of the expanded programme on 
immunisation (EPI) has been conducted in South Darfur since March 2012.  
 
In North Darfur, the national NGO El Masar Nomadic Organization will take over the administration of eight clinics 
in the Kebkabiya locality. The international NGO Relief International handed over these clinics to the SMoH in 
June 2012. Also in North Darfur, the international NGO Médecins Sans Frontières-Spain (MSF-S) started running 
mobile clinic services in Tabarat and Umhalbakh in the Tawila locality. 
 
Assistance to people affected by floods in Malha, North Darfur 
In North Darfur, the emergency response to the floods in Malha has been slow due to a lack of lack of pre-
positioned contingency supplies and poor road conditions. A team from the Government’s Water and 
Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) is chlorinating water sources, conducting hygiene and sanitation 
promotion activities, and rehabilitating damaged water points. WHO has dispatched rapid response kits to meet 
the health needs of 3,000 people in Malha for a period of three months. WFP food distributions are ongoing in 
Malha town and seasonal food distributions in rural areas will start next week.  


