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Key Points 
• Tensions remain high between Sudan and South Sudan as fighting in border areas continues.  
• Some 151,000 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile are now registered in 

camps in South Sudan and Ethiopia.  
• On 29 April, the Governor of White Nile State announced a 5 May deadline for 12-15,000 

Southerners at the Kosti way station to leave for South Sudan and for humanitarian agencies to 
cease operations at the way station.  The UN has requested an extension of the deadline, to 
ensure that any onward movement of those stranded in Kosti is carried out in a safe, orderly and 
dignified manner. Meanwhile, IOM, UNHCR and other humanitarian partners are working on 
different options by air and by road to facilitate the rapid movement of these people. 

• Some 2,200 more people arrived in Rumameer in the Abyei area, from Abiemnon in South Sudan, 
following reported aerial bombardment by Sudanese armed forces in the area. The overall number 
of displaced people in Rumaneer from Abiemnon is 3,300.  

• Two national NGOs whose staff are mainly of South Sudanese origin were closed following orders 
from authorities in South Darfur. 

• The SAF reported on 28 April that four people – three foreigners and one South Sudanese 
national – were arrested in the Higlig area and taken to Khartoum. The four were UN staff who 
had been working on a humanitarian demining project in South Sudan. The UN has requested that 
the four staff be released and handed over into UN custody. 

• There has been increasing number of reports of people of South Sudanese origin being told by 
security officials that they can no longer continue to work in Sudan (including staff working for 
international organizations), and in some cases being given an ultimatum to leave the country. 
There have also been disturbing reports of forced recruitments or abductions of people of South 
Sudanese origin by Nuer militia groups linked to South Sudan. 

1. Overview 
 
Tensions between Sudan and South Sudan remained high following the 10 day occupation by South Sudanese 
forces of the Higlig area in South Kordofan and continuing reports of major sabotage of oil installations there. 
Reports of violence in some border areas between the two states continue, with an increasing exchange of war 
rhetoric by the Presidents of both states. 
 
With recent hostilities between Sudan and South Sudan threatening to turn into a full-scale war, on 23 April the 
United Nations Secretary-General issued a statement condemning the recent aerial bombardment on South 
Sudan by Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF), calling on the Government of Sudan to cease all hostilities immediately 
and urging the two Governments to return to dialogue as a matter of urgency. The UNSG statement echoed the 
message of the Commission of the African Union’s (AU) Chairman issued on 22 April, stressing the need for two 
countries to refrain from inflammatory statements, which not only complicate the current and delicate situation, but 
also undermine the prospects for brotherly relations between the two states.  

On 24 April the AU Peace and Security Council adopted a ‘roadmap for implementation by Sudan and South 
Sudan’ aimed at facilitating the resumption of negotiations under the auspices of the AU High-Level 
Implementation Panel (AUHIP) within two weeks on outstanding post-secession issues, including, among others, 
sharing of oil revenues, the status of nationals of each state on the territory of the other, border demarcation and 
the final status of the disputed Abyei area. The Council also decided that the negotiations should be completed 
within three months and should the parties fail to resolve their disputes within the timeframe, the Council will take 
appropriate measures and seek the support of the UN Security Council.  
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According to reports from the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC) and humanitarian 
partners, armed clashes in border areas between Sudan and South Sudan have led to the internal displacement 
of over 37,000 people from Higlig, Talodi and other areas in South Kordofan State in recent weeks. A limited 
number of humanitarian organisations, including national NGOs, have had access to those areas.  
 
On 29 April, the President of Sudan issued a decree announcing a state of emergency in a number of localities of 
South Kordofan, White Nile and Sennar states, all of which border South Sudan. According to reports received by 
the UN, the decree covers seven localities in South Kordofan, including Talodi, Abu Jubaiha, Keilak, El Buram, El 
Tadamon, El Leri, Meiram; Al Jabalain and Al Salam in White Nile State; and Al Dali and Mazmoum in Sennar 
State. A state of emergency was declared in Blue Nile State in September 2011.  
 
On 25 April, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) successfully facilitated the repatriation of 13 
Sudanese prisoners of war to Khartoum after their release by the South Sudanese authorities. The repatriation 
took place with support and mediation by the Egyptian Government. 
  
The SAF reported on 28 April that four people – one British, one Norwegian, one South African and one South 
Sudanese national – were arrested in the Higlig area and taken to Khartoum. The four were UN staff who had 
been working on a humanitarian demining project in South Sudan. The UN has requested that the four staff be 
released and handed over into UN custody.  
 
 
2. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Fighting and displacement 
At least 14,000 people were displaced from Higlig and nearby villages in South Kordofan, following recent armed 
clashes in the area, according to HAC. This includes some 10,500 people displaced from villages around Higlig, 
3,150 displaced in Keilak and Kharasana and some 350 people in El Berdab in Reif El Shargi locality.  
 
HAC also reported some 23,400 people displaced by heavy fighting between the SAF and the SPLM-N in the 
Talodi area, which erupted again on 23 April. This includes 12,500 displaced people from Talodi in El Leri, 
another 9,700 displaced people in Abu Jubaiha and 1,200 in Kalogi.  
 
The UN has received reports that on 28 April a commercial bus with passengers onboard was attacked allegedly 
by SPLM-N forces in the area of Almugrahi Mountain (some 30km south of El Abassiya town), resulting in the 
death of two civilians. On the same day, a vehicle of a national NGO, Community Development Fund (CDF), was 
attacked by unknown armed men on the Kadugli-Dilling highway, in the area of Angarko, 20km south of Dilling 
town. No casualties were reported. The incident raises concerns over safety and security as the highway is the 
main route used for transporting relief items and humanitarian personnel in and out of South Kordofan. 
 
Humanitarian response 
In El Leri, the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) distributed during 23-26 April 10-day Government-
donated food supplies for 12,500 people displaced from Talodi. On 25 April, 14 medical doctors from the Federal 
Ministry of Health (MoH) arrived in El Leri to support health facilities in El Leri and Talodi. The Federal MoH also 
provided some equipment and insecticides for environmental sanitation in the El Leri area.  
 
With support from UNICEF, the Governmental Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) provided 
15,500 people (displaced people and host communities) in the El Leri area with access to safe drinking water. 
WES is currently assessing the sanitation situation in El Leri to identify needs and assistance required. UNICEF 
has prepositioned 10 health kits to serve some 1,250 children under the age of five and 17,000 adults for three 
months in the localities of Talodi, Gadeer, Abu Jubaiha and El Tadamon as access to those areas may be limited 
during the upcoming rainy season.  
 
In addition, UNICEF supported the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) Nutrition Department in screening some 40 
children under the age of five in El Bardab village. The screening identified eight moderately malnourished cases 
and UNICEF distributed 12 cartons of BP5 nutritional supplements for the treatment of malnourished children. 
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UNICEF also provided 11 Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMCI) and Primary Health Care kits for 
facilities providing Community Management of Acute Malnutrition (CMAM) services in 11 localities in South 
Kordofan to serve some 14,000 children and 40,000 adults. In the localities of Babanousa, El Fula and Muglad 
additional supplies of BP5 nutritional supplements were prepositioned for contingency purposes. 
 
The international NGO Japanese Volunteer Centre (JVC) has launched a food security/livelihood project in areas 
surrounding Kadugli, including Hajer Al-Nour and Morta. From 25 to 29 April, JVC distributed 600 sets of 
agricultural tools to displaced people and host communities in those areas.  
 
In Blue Nile State, the State Expanded Programme on Immunisation (EPI) Department reported that 163,400 
children under the age of five, out of the targeted 171,000, received oral polio vaccine (OPV) and almost 155,000 
children received vitamin A supplementation. This is due to the fact that many areas in Kurmuk locality became 
accessible during the National Immunisation Days (NIDs).  
 
WES, with support from UNICEF, provided access to potable water to 1,750 people affected by the fighting in 
Roseries, Damazine and Geissan localities. On 23 April, SRCS conducted a verification mission to three locations 
in the outskirts of Ed Damazine town where some 1,400 people displaced from Bau and Kurmuk localities had 
been registered.  
 
The State Ministry of Education (SMoE) in collaboration with partners distributed educational supplies to 41 
schools in Roseries, Bau, Damazine and Tadamun localities. The supplies, including some 50,000 exercise books 
and other items, will cater for the education needs of some 10,000 children. 
 
The international NGO ADRA-Sudan, in collaboration with the national NGO Mobadiroon and the SMoE, has 
completed the first phase (covering March and April) of the school-feeding project in Geissan and Roseries 
localities for some 3,000 primary school students. ADRA-Sudan plans to provide students with additional two-
month food rations. In collaboration with WES, ADRA-Sudan has also started the implementation of WASH 
activities in Geissan and Rosaries localities to provide clean water and sanitation services to some 32,000 people. 
 
Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
UNHCR reported that camps in South Sudan’s Unity State hosting refugees from South Kordofan had not been 
directly affected by recent fighting in border areas between Sudan and South Sudan. However, an increase of the 
number of Sudanese refugees crossing the border has been reported by UNHCR. In Yida refugee settlement, 
located only a few kilometres from the Sudan-South Sudan border, more than 1,300 new arrivals were reported 
between 20-24 April. Some refugees said they left Sudan because of food shortages in South Kordofan, while 
others fled due to intense fighting in their areas of origin. Yida has seen direct and indirect bombing and shelling 
over the past six months. UNHCR reports there are 29,000 Sudanese refugees - with the majority of them 
registered and some yet to be verified - in three locations in Unity State.  
 
In South Sudan's Upper Nile state, the pace of new refugees from Blue Nile has recently slowed down. UNHCR 
reports there are now 92,000 registered Sudanese refugees in Maban County, including some 52,000 in Doro 
settlement, 37,000 in Jammam settlement and several thousands to be relocated away from border areas.   
 
In Ethiopia, UNHCR has received some 2,400 new refugees from Blue Nile State this month, bringing the total 
number of Sudanese refugees registered in Sherkole and Tongo camps and the Ad-Damazin transit centre to 
some 30,000 people. The Ad-Damazin transit centre is being expanded to accommodate new arrivals before they 
are transferred to Bambasi, the third camp in the area, which is expected to be completed soon. The Sudanese 
Media Centre (SMC) reported on 25 April that more than 50,000 displaced people have returned from either 
refugee camps in Ethiopia or SPLA-controlled areas to their places of origins in Kurmuk locality, according to 
Kurmuk locality officials in Blue Nile State.  
 
According to UNHCR, the overall number of Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia is currently some 
151,000 people.  
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3. Abyei 
 
Displaced people from Abiemnon, South Sudan 
The number of South Sudanese people displaced from Abiemnon, Unity State, seeking shelter in Rumameer in 
the Abyei area following a series of aerial bombardments by SAF, has increased to some 3,300, according to 
humanitarian organisations. Monitoring of population movements is underway in other parts of the Abyei area 
where displaced people from Abiemnon have been reported. Some newly displaced people are reportedly 
residing with host communities. On 27-28 April, WFP and the national NGO Abyei Community Action for 
Development (ACAD) provided some food aid to the displaced people. On 23 April, IOM started providing water 
and sanitation services to 700 displaced people in Rumameer as a preventative measure against water-borne 
diseases ahead of the rainy season.  
 
Returns to Abyei town and surrounding villages 
The UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) reports that people displaced from Abyei are returning to or 
visiting villages north of Bahr el Arab/Kiir River and Abyei town at a slower pace. Only some 5,200 people of the 
estimated 110,000 people displaced from Abyei are currently in parts of the Abyei area north of the River. It is still 
unclear whether the reported returns are permanent or only temporary visits to assess conditions or maintain 
presence until a more permanent return becomes possible.  Following land mine clearance on more roads by the 
UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) and the UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS), humanitarian 
organisations are able to visit more return areas 
 
Risk of landmines and UXOs 
Reports received by the UN indicate that on 25 April, four anti-tank mines were detected and destroyed in the 
Tajalei area. On 23 April, an anti-tank mine was found and defused close to Todach near the Abyei town - Todach 
road. UNMAS reports it has completed checking most of the areas within the Abyei area and in areas that 
currently remain “No Go” areas for humanitarian agencies, there is no evidence of mines except in Tajalei, 
Todach and Noong. 
 
Humanitarian response  
The  UN Under-Secretary General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos, and 
the UN Under-Secretary General for Peacekeeping Operations, Herve Ladsous, communicated to the head of 
UNMISS and the Head of Mission/Force Commander of UNISFA on 26 April the need to enable humanitarian 
actors to provide assistance to those in need in the Abyei area. They noted that due to the dynamics around the 
contested status of the Abyei area, the UN Country Teams from both Sudan and South Sudan should be involved 
to ensure a balanced perception and approach.   
 
There are now 3,200 children attending 21 Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in parts of the Abyei area south of Bahr 
el Arab/Kiir River. Since the start of the Abyei crisis in May 2011, more than 10,000 children have benefited from 
CFS activities, including psychosocial support, recreational services and mainstreaming of children into regular 
schools, according to protection sector organisations. 
 
 
4. Southerners in Khartoum and returns to South Sudan 
 
White Nile Governor gives deadline of 5 May for South Sudanese in Kosti to leave 
On 29 April, the Governor of White Nile State verbally set 5 May as the deadline for some 12,000-15,000 people 
of South Sudanese origin at the Kosti way station to leave. The Governor said in a statement that some measures 
had been undertaken to transport the stranded returnees to another location, adding that the South Sudanese 
authorities had been notified. The return of South Sudanese by barge from Kosti was put on hold following a 
decision by the Government of Sudan to suspend all barge movements from Kosti, claiming that barges in South 
Sudan were being used for military purposes. The UN has requested an extension of the deadline, to ensure that 
any onward movement of those stranded in Kosti is carried out in a safe, orderly and dignified manner. 
Meanwhile, IOM, UNHCR and other humanitarian partners are working on different options by air and by road to 
facilitate the rapid movement of these people. 
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Incidents of detention and abductions of people of South Sudanese origin 
According to reports received by the UN, a UN staff member of South Sudanese origin was arrested by the 
National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) at his house in Kassala on 27 April. Efforts are underway to 
get the staff member released into UN custody. Recently, there has been a worrying trend with reports of people 
of South Sudanese origin being told by security officials that they can no longer continue to work in Sudan 
(including staff working for international organizations), and in some cases being given ultimata to leave the 
country. There have also been disturbing reports of forced recruitments or abductions of people of South 
Sudanese origin by Nuer militia groups linked to South Sudan. 
 
South Sudanese embassy starts issuing documents for Southerners  
The embassy of South Sudan in Khartoum reports it has started processing applications for emergency travel 
documents, nationality certificates and passports. Emergency travel documents are permits that allow people of 
South Sudanese origin to travel to South Sudan within three months. These permits can be used once at land and 
air border crossings. The embassy reports that the permits are recognised by the Government of Sudan. Over 
3,000 emergency travel documents have been issued so far. The embassy is also receiving and processing 
applications for nationality certificates, which are issued in Juba. The embassy has received about 1,000 
applications for nationality certificates/passports so far. 
 
 
5. Darfur  
 
Security and fighting between SAF and armed movements in South Darfur 
The UN has received several reports of attacks by armed movements in South Darfur during the reporting period. 
On 23 April, the presence of armed movements was reported in the areas of Tulus locality, South Darfur, and 
Sheiria locality, East Darfur. On 25 April, clashes between the SAF and the Sudan Revolutionary Front (SRF), an 
alliance of armed movements, took place at Kafan Dibei village (some 275km south-west of Nyala). No reports of 
civilian casualties or displacement were received. On 26 April, a group from the Sudan Liberation Army-Abdul 
Wahid (SLA-AW) reportedly attacked local gold miners in Dangaya village (30km north of Kass), with four civilians 
were reportedly killed and nine injured. Police are investigating the incident. Humanitarian actors are concerned 
that the increase in insecurity in the state could lead to possible further restrictions on movements of humanitarian 
organisations hindering access to people in need.  
 
Two national NGOs ordered to close their offices in South Darfur 
On 24 April, HAC reported the closure of two national NGOs in South Darfur, the Sudan Council of Churches 
(SCC) and Sudan Aid. Most of the staff of the two NGOs are of South Sudanese origin whose contracts were 
terminated on 31 March based on a directive from HAC that they were now considered foreigners and require a 
work permit to work in Sudan. Three staff members from Sudan Aid were arrested by the security forces. They 
were later released and asked to leave the county within 72 hours. Both national NGOs are implementing 
partners of the international NGO Norwegian Church Aid (NCA). On 26 April, SCC was informed they could 
reopen their office on 30 April but Sudan Aid remains closed.  
 
While no action has been taken regarding Sudan Aid operations in East Darfur, the NGO has been advised to 
suspend activities in East Darfur until further notice. Sudan Aid works in the sectors of health, education and 
provides medical services to some 100,000 people in two IDP camps. Humanitarian organisations are concerned 
about the impact of the closure of Sudan Aid on health services provided to the displaced people.   
 
Increasing tensions in Jebel Marra, Central Darfur 
According to the UN-AU Mission in Darfur (UNAMID), Government troops have deployed to Khor Ramla in Nertiti 
locality, Central Darfur, reportedly in preparation for military operations in the Jebel Marra area. Increasing 
tensions in the area may lead to further movement restrictions on movements of humanitarian organisations and 
hinder access to people in need. Since August 2011, humanitarian organisations have struggled to get access to 
the area due to security restrictions. 
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UXO accident in Jealjeala, West Darfur 
The UNAMID ordinance disposal office reported the death of five children and injury of one in Jealjeala (60km 
north-east of El Geneina) in West Darfur when an UXO exploded while they were playing. A UNAMID de-mining 
team will deploy to the area once approval from government authorities is received. 
 
Returns assistance requested by displaced people in El Neem IDP camp, East Darfur 
According to HAC in Ed Daein, some 8,800 displaced people in El Neem IDP camp have requested support from 
HAC and other humanitarian organisations to return to their villages in Kilaikil Abu Salama in Assalaya locality, 
East Darfur. These potential returnees requested assistance in terms of access to potable water, food, relief 
supplies, education and protection in return areas. The returnees are eager to return to their villages in time for 
the upcoming planting season.  
 
Newly displaced people in Zamzam IDP camp need shelter support 
According to IOM, some 3,400 newly displaced people have been verified and registered in Zamzam IDP camp, 
North Darfur. These newly displaced people fled their homes because of inter-tribal fighting between Zaghawa 
and Birgid tribesmen in Alauna village (approximately 25km north of Dar el Salam, North Darfur) that started on 
22 February. The international NGO Plan Sudan estimates that some 8,900 displaced people in Zamzam, 
including 3,400 verified by IOM, need shelter support. The displaced people verified by IOM have received some 
plastic sheeting, but need more assistance to erect safe shelters.  
 
Assessment in Um Dafuq 
According to the South Darfur HAC, two national NGOs conducted an assessment in Um Dafuq town, South 
Darfur and reported that residents who fled their homes last week were returning to the village and were in need 
of food and relief supplies. The residents of Um Dafuq fled the town following clashes between SAF and Sudan 
Liberation Army – Minni Minawi (SLA-MM) and Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), which started on 17 April. 
 
WFP re-verification exercise in Kass IDP camp, South Darfur 
On 25 April, WFP started a re-verification exercise in Kass IDP camp, South Darfur after camp leaders agreed to 
the exercise. The purpose of the re-verification exercise is to update WFP food beneficiary lists. Food distributions 
have been suspended in Kass since January 2012 after camp leaders rejected the re-verification exercise fearing 
the process would lead to the forced return of the camp residents. 
 


