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1. South Kordofan State 
 
Fighting between the SAF and the SPLM-N in parts of South Kordofan continues to displace civilians, some of 
whom are seeking shelter in South Sudan. UNHCR reported this week that, due to security concerns, it is working 
to move these refugees away from border areas to safer locations further south in South Sudan. In Yida, in South 
Sudan’s Unity State, between 60 and 200 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan have been arriving daily. This 
is despite last week's air strikes around Yida, where 23,000 Sudanese refugees are sheltering. UN agencies and 
NGOs continue to provide services in Yida, including food, water, sanitation, basic health care and special 
assistance to the most vulnerable refugees. 
 
Since the influx started in August, UNHCR has been urging the residents of Yida camp to move further away from 
the border area. UNHCR prepared a site further south in Unity State, but refugees are reluctant to move as they 
prefer to stay closer to their homes. UNHCR is ready to assist in moving refugees who are willing to relocate to 
areas considered safer from military activities as soon as roads affected by heavy rainfall become passable again. 
Attempts to relocate refugees from Yida have also been hampered by the presence of landmines. UNHCR 
appealed to all parties to respect the protection of civilians. 
 
Insecurity and governmental movement restrictions continue to constrain humanitarian access in South Kordofan. 
International humanitarian agencies operate through national staff. No organisations currently have international 
staff in the state. The Japan International Volunteer Centre (JVC) has resumed activities, with two Sudanese staff 
members in Kadugli. JVC will provide food aid to IDPs in and around Kadugli in November-December, and will try 
to start health and sanitation programmes. 
 
UNICEF reported this week that all senior state government officials are still in Talodi, where the state ministers’ 
cabinet meeting took place. The state governor earlier announced that the state government would relocate to 
Talodi for a period of two weeks in order to demonstrate that the SPLM-N are not in control of that area, local 
media reported. According to information from the Government of Sudan’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), 
10,673 people have been displaced to Talodi town from different areas where fighting took place last week and 
4,520 people displaced to Kalogi from Um Hajar, Remela and Habit areas. Following reports last week of civilian 
displacement from Um Heitan to El Fangalo, needs assessment and assistance to the displaced in El Fangalo is 
pending and humanitarian agencies highlight the importance of the United Nations Mine Action Office in Sudan 
(UNMAO) presence to assess roads in landmine-affected areas, particularly to El Fangalo where landmine 
accidents occurred last week.  
 
With support from UNICEF, the Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) provided humanitarian 
assistance and support (jerry cans, soap, chlorine tins, water bladders and other NFIs) to 10,673 IDPs recently 
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displaced by the fighting in Talodi locality.  
 
The State Ministry of Health (SMoH)/Extended Programme on Immunisation (EPI) will conduct a polio vaccination 
campaign between 28-30 November in South Kordofan, except in Um Dorein, Buram and Heiban localities. The 
campaign is targeting 364,000 children under the age of five. UNICEF provided vaccines, Vitamin A supplements 
and other supplies.  
 
Save the Children-Sweden (SC-S) reported that an agreement between SC-S and WFP, UNICEF and SMoH to 
extend the Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) and the Community Management of Acute Malnutrition 
(CMAM) to 30 health facilities in Kadugli, Dilling, Rashad, Talodi, Abu Jubaiha and El Abasiya localities is being 
finalised. These SFPs and CMAMs will target 15,000 moderate and severely malnourished children and 2,000 
pregnant and lactating mothers.  
  
Meanwhile, the result of the nutrition assessment carried out in Kauda by a group of NGOs showed 26 per cent 
global malnutrition rate, SC-S reported. Aid agencies typically use the 15 per cent threshold for global malnutrition 
rate to define an emergency level situation. 
 
 
2. Blue Nile State 
 
Fighting between SAF and SPLM-N forces continues in the southern parts of Blue Nile State. According to local 
media reports, on 22 November 2011 SAF took control of Diem Mansour town, 17 km south of Kurmuk. Fighting 
in the south of the state continues to drive thousands of people into the neighbouring countries of South Sudan 
and Ethiopia.  
 
On 18 November 2011, UNHCR reported that approximately 1,200 refugees are arriving in South Sudan every 
day, and between 5,000 and 7,000 refugees are believed to be in border areas. UNHCR is working to move them 
to safer locations. The most vulnerable refugees are being relocated to a settlement in Doro near Bunj in Upper 
Nile State where UNHCR and partners are providing food, relief items and rapid health screening. Over 5,000 
refugees have been registered so far in the settlement. UNHCR is bringing in additional relief items to cope with 
the influx of refugees. 
 
Meanwhile, UNHCR estimates that some 36,000 Sudanese refugees have arrived in Ethiopia since the conflict in 
Blue Nile State began in September. UNHCR reports that the majority of them are accommodated in three 
refugee camps - Sherkole, Tongo and Fugnido, as well as at Adimazin Transit Centre. Others are believed to be 
staying with host communities along the border areas, and the Ethiopian Government refugee agency (ARRA) is 
working with local authorities to establish exact numbers. 
 
The re-taking by SAF of Kurmuk and Geissan towns apparently led to increased numbers of refugees crossing 
into Ethiopia at the beginning of November. However, while the number of people crossing through Kurmuk and 
Geissan border crossings has dropped, UNHCR reports that there has been an increase in the number of people 
entering through unofficial border crossings. Refugees were arriving at the rate of 500 per day for several days, 
according to UNHCR Ethiopia. Refugees are currently being relocated to Tongo camp. 
 
While a number of international humanitarian organisations maintain a presence through national staff in Blue Nile 
State, the government has not permitted them to operate outside of Ed Damazine town. Some national NGOs and 
the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) have access to areas outside of the state capital. The Resident 
Coordinator’s Support Office (RCSO) reported this week that the State Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs has 
pledged to secure free access for UN agencies in the state. 
 
On 23 November 2011, SRCS distributed NFI kits to an estimated 2,400 people in Kurmuk town. In conjunction 
with the environmental and sanitation campaign conducted by national NGOs in Kurmuk, the WES also 
distributed 10,000 chlorination tablets in Kurmuk.  
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3. Abyei 
 
A delegation from the African Union High Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP) arrived in Abyei on 23 November 
2011 for a three-day visit. The technical-level delegation visited some areas north and south of Abyei town and 
held a meeting with community leaders of the displaced in Agok. The delegation committed to follow up on a 
number of challenges including the need for implementation of outstanding provisions of the Addis Ababa 
agreement as well as the need to address humanitarian access challenges.  
 
As of 24 November 2011, the number of Ethiopian peacekeepers deployed as part of the UN Interim Security 
Force for Abyei (UNISFA) stands at 2,863 out of the 4,200 authorized force, representing about 68 per cent of the 
total strength.  
 
UNISFA patrols continue to observe an increase in the number IDPs returning to or visiting villages north of Bahr 
el Arab/Kiir River, including Mijak, Mabok, Mading Achueng and Awolnom villages. While last week between 15 to 
17 people were crossing the Banton Bridge (linking Agok and Abyei town) daily to areas south of Abyei town 
(north of Bahr el Arab/Kiir River) to inspect and re-construct their destroyed houses, the number has increased 
this week to around 60 people per day, with fewer numbers reportedly crossing back.  
 
According to UNHCR, some Dinka Ngok in areas south of Abyei town have formed a committee to register 
returnees on a daily basis. One of the community leaders interviewed by UNHCR reported that some families are 
still "assessing" the situation and the majority of those crossing the bridge are leaving their children south of the 
river. 
 
At the same time, there are people reportedly returning to areas immediately south of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. 
The RCSO reports that there are about 3,500 people, including approximately 2,000 children, in Abathok village, 
immediately south of the river, 17 km south of Abyei town. MSF, GOAL and ICRC are now delivering assistance 
in some villages south of Abyei town, including Abathok. During a humanitarian coordination meeting held in Agok 
on 24 November, it was proposed that WFP and its partners consider using Abathok as a distribution point to cut 
the long distances that some people have to travel to receive their food rations. The meeting also agreed to 
arrange an inter-agency humanitarian assessment mission to the areas south of Abyei town as soon as possible.  
 
UNISFA patrols this week continued to observe armed pastoralists moving their cattle in the areas of Farouk, 
Askar, Mekenis, Diffra, Balom, Um Khariet, Todach and Goli north of Abyei town. Some nomads observed with 
cattle between Goli and Todach indicated that they would need to move closer to Abyei town to utilize better 
pastures and water sources. Some cattle have also been observed within Abyei town. Following a meeting in 
Abyei town between the SAF Commander and Misseriya last week, it was reported that the SAF Commander had 
used the meeting to convey the following: (a) pastoralists should remain on the northern borders of Abyei town 
and not get into or cross Abyei town; (b) pastoralists are to cooperate fully with UNISFA and (c) pastoralists  
should not burn grass. 
  
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in South Sudan has provided agricultural tools, water pumps 
and seeds to support the reintegration of IDPs returning to Abyei targeting an estimated 30,000 people. The 
project will be implemented in collaboration with the Abyei Community Action for Development (ACAD) and the 
Department of Agriculture from December 2011 to March 2012. 
 
MSF-Switzerland (MSF-CH) conducted a nutrition and food security survey at the beginning of November and the 
findings indicate that the rates of severe, moderate and global acute malnutrition are rising. MSF-CH has decided 
to set up an emergency nutrition intervention. Over the next three months, there will be monthly blanket 
distribution of deworming tablets, vitamin A supplements and measles vaccinations as well as nutritional 
screening for all children aged five and under. All severely malnourished children will be admitted to ambulatory or 
intensive feeding programmes. As a result, this will increase the number of mobile clinic locations from four to 13 
sites. The target is to reach 14,000 children in 14 locations, including Agok, Machbong, Athorn, Malual Aleu, 
Akenial, Abathok, Mijak, Mabok, Rumamer, Abeimnhom, Rayen, Ajak Kuach, M. Jokhtiang and Rumkor.  
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The next polio national immunization round will be conducted in Agok area starting from 13 December 2011. 
Meanwhile, WHO will conduct a 3-day training programme from 28 to 30 November 2011 for health workers in 
Agok on case detection, management, and emergency surveillance of cholera and other diarrhoeal diseases. 
 
 
4. North-South population movements 
  
The Sudanese Ministry of the Cabinet Affairs reported this week that President of Sudan, Omer Hassan Ahmed 
El-Bashir had instructed the Government to send a delegation to Addis Ababa to resume talks with South Sudan 
on the outstanding issues, including those related to the economy, financial arrangements related to oil, border 
demarcation and also the status of South Sudanese living in Sudan. UNHCR estimates that there are about 
700,000 South Sudanese persons in Sudan.  
 
In Kosti, according to UNHCR, spontaneous arrivals to the way-station continued with an average rate of 85 - 100 
persons per day.  
 
The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) transport arrangements to move people to South Sudan by 
barges are on hold due to difficulties with regard to the luggage of returnees. IOM and the South Sudan Return 
and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) are working with communities to resolve the issue. IOM is in the 
process of chartering flights to Juba and Aweil in South Sudan to assist vulnerable persons stranded in Kosti and 
Khartoum who cannot travel by barge or train.    
 
The White Nile State Ministry of Health director convened a health sector meeting and requested collaboration 
between Kosti way station health sector and SMoH. He requested integrating information, reporting and data 
collection with White Nile State and Federal WASH and health sector systems. The director pledged technical, 
personnel and material support to Kosti way station WASH sector. He added that the ministry would provide 
immunization coverage to the returnees at the way station during the upcoming Sudan National Immunization Day 
and beyond. 
 
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
On 18 November 2011, the Deputy Governor of South Darfur reported that the state government has developed 
security measures to prevent tension along the border with South Sudan, including supporting pastoralists and 
their animals. The Deputy Wali also reported that the current security situation along the border was stable and 
that the state government is in the process of implementing development projects in border localities.  
 
At least two incidents of violence between nomads and farmers were reported from Darfur this week. On 20 
November 2011, reports were received of an armed clash between camel herders and the Sudan Liberation 
Army/Abdul Wahid (SLA/AW) forces in Golo, in the West Jebel Mara area of West Darfur. As a result, two camel 
herders were reported to have been killed and another wounded. According to UNDSS, the clash started after the 
camels of Arab nomads destroyed several farms of Fur tribesmen in Golo. HAC and humanitarian agencies 
based in Nertiti and UNAMID protection patrol teams have confirmed reports of complete destruction of three 
farms in Gornei, about 35 km west of Golo. So far, 15 villages in the Nertiti areas have reportedly had some of 
their crops destroyed by pastoralists. 
 
On 21 November 2011, UN security received reports of an attack by armed pastoralists in Sanabil village, 18km 
west of Kebkabiya in North Darfur. Clashes between pastoralists and farmers have continued in the past few 
months due to poor rains in North Darfur. Therefore, seasonal migration of pastoralists has commenced earlier 
than usual. Local authorities are deeply concerned and have requested support from all humanitarian agencies to 
tackle the issue. 
 
WFP has approved new nutrition projects for children through Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) and 
women involved in the Food-for-Work programme in Um Keddada town and Um Gafala and Um Sidra villages. 
The project aims to stop a further deterioration of the nutritional status of children under the age of five and 
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reduce the Global Acute Malnutrition Rate from 30.5 per cent to below critical threshold of 15 per cent. The 
project has also a component of increasing the awareness of mothers/caregivers through regular nutrition 
education and hygiene promotion. 
 
A trend showing resistance by IDPs to integration into local economies or recovery type programming is emerging 
as an operational challenge in some areas of West Darfur. One example is the rejection by IDPs of WFP’s food 
voucher programme in Abuzar, Jamaa Zalingei, Hujaj and Riyadh IDP camps in El Geneina, West Darfur. As a 
result, WFP has planned sensitization activities targeting the camps.  
 
 
6. Other developments  
 
The USAID-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSNET) reported in its Sudan Food Security 
Outlook Update for November that approximately 3.2 million people in Sudan are estimated to be food insecure. 
In conflict-affected areas of Blue Nile, South Kordofan, Darfur and Abyei, food insecurity is not likely to improve 
through the outlook period. If limits on humanitarian access and food access continue, parts of Blue Nile and 
South Kordofan could reach emergency levels of food insecurity in early 2012, according to FEWSNET. Such 
levels involve either extreme food consumption gaps resulting in very high acute malnutrition and excess 
mortality, or extreme loss of livelihood assets. 
 
 
 


