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Key Points 
• Many public protests and demonstrations took place in Khartoum and other towns this week 

following announcements by the Government of austerity measures to address the US$2.4 billion 
budget deficit, including the gradual removal of subsidies on fuel and sugar. There are concerns 
that the price increases will further impact the poorest and most vulnerable people in a country 
where some 4 million people are already receiving humanitarian aid. 

• The number of refugees from South Kordofan and Blue Nile that have fled to South Sudan and 
Ethiopia rose this week to over 200,000, according to UNHCR.  

• In South Kordofan, WFP completed food distributions in Talodi, Gadir and El Leri localities, with 
food distributions expected to commence shortly in Abu Jubaiha, Rashad and El Abassiya 
localities.   

• In Abyei, the total number of returnees to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River is now some 
9,400 people, according to UNISFA.  

• Since October 2010, more than 405,000 people of South Sudanese origin have returned from 
Sudan to South Sudan, according to IOM.  

 

 
1. Demonstrations against Government austerity measures  
 
In the past week, a large number of public protests and demonstrations have been reported in different cities in 
Sudan, including the capital Khartoum. The demonstrations were reportedly triggered by Government austerity 
measures to tackle the expected US$2.4 billion 2012 budget deficit, including the gradual removal of subsidies on 
fuel and sugar. Sudan has faced severe economic challenges since the secession of South Sudan and the 
resulting loss of oil revenues, which has left the country with a widening budget deficit, a weakening currency and 
rising prices for food and other goods, many of which have to be imported.  
 
According to the Ministry of Finance, inflation rose to 30.4 percent in May, and was as high as 48.3 percent in 
North Darfur, a state where significant humanitarian needs already exist. Many people who are already poor and 
vulnerable, including those in conflict-affected areas, are likely to be badly affected by the rising food prices. On 
20 June, the Government increased the price of petrol by at least 50 per cent. There are concerns that the 
increase in fuel prices may result in concomitant food price hikes. 
 
The rising cost of basic food items is compounded by a poor harvest season throughout Sudan as a result of low 
rainfall and continued conflict in agriculturally productive areas. It is believed that an increase in food prices may 
exacerbate food insecurity for people in Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) held areas in 
South Kordofan and Blue Nile who, according to a May 2012 Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS 
NET) update, are experiencing emergency (Level 4) and crisis (Level 3) levels of food insecurity, respectively.  
Humanitarian actors continue to monitor the situation to identify and respond to increased vulnerability. 
 
 
2. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Security situation 
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and SPLM-N forces continued in parts of South Kordofan 
and Blue Nile during the reporting period. According to media reports, clashes between SAF and SPLM-N 
occurred on 20 June in El Fragil village, west of Dilling town in South Kordofan. No civilian casualties or 
displacements were reported. Elsewhere, fighting has resulted in many more people fleeing across the border into 
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South Sudan. According to reports received by the UN, on 23 June a commercial vehicle was allegedly attacked 
by SPLM-N near Abki village, on the Kadugli - El Obeid road. One civilian was reportedly killed in the attack.  
 
In Blue Nile, reports received by the UN indicate that on 19 June there was fighting between SAF and SPLM-N 
forces in the Deim Mansur area, about 40 km south of Kurmuk. Fighting and aerial bombardment were also 
reported around Ullu in Bau locality.  
 
Sudanese refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
According to the UN Refuge Agency (UNHCR), the influx of Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile and South 
Kordofan into South Sudan continues with a daily average of 1,000 refugees in Upper Nile. In Unity State, there 
are currently some 61,600 refugees in Yida, Pariang and Nyeel camps, according to UNHCR. This is more than 
double the number of refugees that were in Unity State at the end of April. As of 24 June, there are some 169,000 
Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile and South Kordofan in camps in South Sudan’s Upper Nile and Unity States.  
 
In Ethiopia, the number of Sudanese refugees, mainly from Blue Nile, has reached 37,000 people, according to 
UNHCR.  
 
Overall, more than 200,000 refugees from Blue Nile and South Kordofan have sought shelter in camps in South 
Sudan and Ethiopia since June 2011.  
 
Update on displaced people in Keilak 
The Commissioner of Keilak locality in South Kordofan has urged international humanitarian organisations to 
provide more humanitarian assistance to some 4,300 people in Keilak and Kharasana who had been displaced as 
a result of the fighting in Higlig in April. The Commissioner said that this group of displaced people now require 
food, water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) and education assistance. According to the Government of Sudan’s 
Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), they have been dependent largely on the support provided by the 
Government and host communities as well as casual job opportunities. In April, UNHCR provided non-food relief 
supplies through Government counterparts and the World Health Organization (WHO) sent medical supplies 
sufficient for two months to those displaced from Higlig. The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) is 
planning to send seeds and agricultural tools to 1,750 families in Keilak, targeting displaced people, returnees and 
vulnerable families. 
 
Humanitarian response 
Humanitarian organisations are still not able to gain access to SPLM-N-controlled areas from government-
controlled areas, as a result of the security situation and movement restrictions. 
 
As of 24 June, 320 national staff of UN agencies and international NGOs and four UN international staff from 
WHO, the UN World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) remain in South Kordofan. In Blue Nile, there are more than 200 
national staff of UN agencies and international NGOs. As a result of Government movement restrictions, there are 
no international staff in Blue Nile. 
 
Heavy rain throughout South Kordofan threatens to disrupt the movement of humanitarian assistance, including 
food distribution, particularly in remote areas of eastern localities of South Kordofan. Humanitarian organisations 
are also concerned about the potential risk of landmines in parts of Talodi bordering the SPLM-N areas, as flash 
floods may have shifted the position of landmines possibly onto roads used for transporting humanitarian 
supplies. 
 
On 21 June, WFP reported that its logistical hub in El Obeid in North Kordofan is operational and WFP has 
agreed to provide a Common Logistics Service (CLS) to all UN agencies operating in South Kordofan. Logistics 
services include handling, storing, transporting and tracking UN humanitarian supplies, utilising a fleet of 30 WFP 
trucks and 40 commercial trucks. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS) has also added five trucks to the 
fleet.  
 
WFP continues to dispatch food from El Obeid for distribution in eastern parts of South Kordofan in partnership 
with SRCS. Food distributions which began on 10 June in the three first priority areas of Talodi, El Leri and 
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Gadir/Kalogi have been finalised as these areas would be most difficult to access during the rainy season. 
Training of the SRCS staff who are involved in the distributions are ongoing in the second and third priority areas 
of Abu Jubaiha, Rashad and El Abassiya where food distributions will start as soon as the monitoring team 
arrives. The monitoring team comprises WFP staff from all over Sudan, including two international staff, and 
SRCS staff.  
 
While the food distribution is ongoing, the UNHCR-managed Emergency Shelter/Non-Food Items (ES/NFI) project 
operation in El Obeid has been under a lockdown for over 10 weeks, since late April, affecting the distribution and 
replenishment of relief supplies throughout Sudan, including South Kordofan. Discussions are ongoing with the 
Government for permission for the ES/NFI Project to resume its operations. While the Sector has plans in place to 
start the distribution of relief supplies through the SRCS in the same localities that WFP is conducting food 
distribution, it is unable to access the NFI/ES contingency stock that is maintained in the El Obeid warehouse due 
to the lock-out.  
 
The international NGO Save the Children - Sweden (SC-S) reports that between early February and 20 June its 
staff screened 34,600 children under the age of five at 15 nutrition centres in South Kordofan. Out of this number, 
some 1,100 children have Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM), while another 3,600 children showed signs of 
Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM). SC-S teams in Abu Jubaiha, Lagawa, Muglad and Dilling distributed 10 
cartons of nutritional supplement (Plumpy nut) to 13 nutrition centres during the week to treat severely 
malnourished children. 
 
The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has dispatched some nutrition items to Abu Jubaiha, El Abassiya and Rashad, 
using its own transportation. Additional nutrition supplies in Kadugli will be distributed via the CLS to Talodi, El 
Leri, and Gadir. Other humanitarian supplies, to cover WASH, health, education and child protection needs, 
located in Kadugli will be delivered via the CLS to Abu Jubaiha, El Abassiya and Rashad. In addition, relief 
supplies for 15,000 families currently available in El Obeid will be transported for distribution in the six eastern 
localities earlier assessed by WFP as soon as UNHCR and HAC agree on the distribution modalities.  
 
The State Ministry of Health (SMoH), with support of WHO and UNCEF, is able to provide basic health services to 
the affected population in government-controlled areas in South Kordofan. WHO provided essential medical 
supplies to over 20 primary health units in Kadugli, Abu Jubaiha and Reif Asharqi localities. These supplies are 
sufficient to serve 65,000 patients for three months. 
 
In Blue Nile, the national NGO Zakat Chamber, in collaboration with SRCS and HAC, has started food distribution 
to an estimated 26,000 conflict-affected people (4,348 families) sheltering in some 30 villages in Ed Damazine 
locality. These people were displaced from Kurmuk, Bau, El Tadamon, and Geissan localities following recent 
clashes between SAF and SPLM-N. Each family will receive around 45kg of sorghum provided by Zakat 
Chamber. After three months, HAC will distribute the same amount of food to these families.  
 
The Blue Nile State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA) and four national NGOs, with support from FAO, have 
distributed seeds and tools to some 39,000 families in government-controlled areas in six localities of Blue Nile.  
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
Return to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River 
According to the UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), 1,259 people have moved to Abyei town since 
the withdrawal of SAF in late May. According to humanitarian organisations on the ground, some of these returns 
may be temporary assessment visits. According to UNISFA, by 21 June almost 9,430 people moved to parts of 
Abyei area north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. Many of the “returnees” in Abyei town are repairing shelters, while 
returnees outside Abyei town are working on their farms and fields. South Sudan’s Return and Rehabilitation 
Commission (RRC) continues to distribute relief supplies to returnees in Abyei town. IOM is tracking and 
monitoring returnees. 
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Humanitarian response 
Reports received by the UN indicate that due to the onset of the rainy season, most roads within the Abyei area 
are flooded. The international NGO Médecins sans Frontières – Switzerland (MSF-CH) reports that it may 
suspend mobile clinics in Leu and Marial Achak due to poor road conditions.  
 
The NFI/ES sector reports that the first batch of the 10,000 NFI/ES kits has arrived in Agok. The NGO Catholic 
Parish had undertaken a comprehensive assessment of the non-food relief supplies situation of displaced people, 
as well as some returnees north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River (excluding Abyei town and immediate 
surroundings). Approximately 6,000 families were assessed as vulnerable and in need of non-food relief supplies 
support. The verification of these 6,000 families will be undertaken by IOM.  
 
SC-S has rehabilitated water boreholes in two villages near Abyei town, Kolbol and Mulmul. This will ensure that 
some 1,600 people in the area will have access to potable water. IOM is working on the rehabilitation of six water 
yards and 10 broken water boreholes to support returnees to Abyei town and other areas north of the River. 
UNICEF, SC-S, and the Water and Environmental Sanitation Department (WES) conducted hygiene promotion 
activities during the week targeting returnees in Abyei town, distributing 10 cartons of soap. 
 
WHO and other health partners, including the international NGOs GOAL, SC-S, MSF and the Ministry of Health 
(MoH) have carried out needs assessments north of the River in areas of possible returnees and pre-positioned 
drugs and medical supplies in Agok and Abyei. With the exception of Rumamier, there is no functioning health 
facility north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. The MoH and health partners have difficulties in identifying and 
recruiting new staff and paying incentives and salaries. Mobile clinics will be less effective during the rainy season 
as roads become impassable and construction materials and medical equipment are not available locally. 
According to some health sector partners, administrative issues, such as visa requirements and lack of 
permission from Khartoum to transport supplies, may also obstruct activities north of the River.  
 
 
3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
The return of people of South Sudanese origin who had been stranded at the Kosti way-station in White Nile State 
to Renk in South Sudan continues. IOM reports that on 24 June the last 20 people at the way-station were 
expected to travel to Renk on that day. Once these last returnees leave the way-station, it will be handed over to 
White Nile Port authorities. However, according to a letter submitted to the National IDP centre by the White Nile 
State Government, some 3,000 people of South Sudanese origin remain stranded at the Kosti railway station 
requiring urgent assistance to complete their journey to South Sudan.  
 
The inter-agency needs assessment of departure points in Khartoum, where people of South Sudanese origin are 
sheltering started on 21 June and will continue until 26 June. The assessment is being conducted by four teams 
consisting of staff members from UNHCR, IOM, WFP, OCHA, UNICEF, the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), WHO, 
the Commission for Voluntary and Humanitarian Work (CVHW), the National IDP Centre and line ministries. 
 
The United Nations African Union Hybrid Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) reported that on 22 June 43 people of 
South Sudanese origin - former national staff and their dependents - were repatriated from El Fasher in Darfur to 
South Sudan.  
 
According to IOM, more than 405,000 people of South Sudanese origin have returned from Sudan to South 
Sudan since late October 2010 when organised returns to South Sudan began. 
 
 
4. Darfur  
 
Security situation 
According to reports received by the UN, armed movements have increased their movements in South Darfur. 
Insecurity along major routes, particularly along the Nyala – Ed Daein road and the Nyala - Gereida road, has led 
to a restriction by security forces of humanitarian movements and transportation along these routes. To mitigate 
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the problem, UNAMID is facilitating transport by air for humanitarian organisations and providing armed escorts 
for road movements. According to the Government, some 700 trucks arrived in Nyala with an assortment of 
commodities and fuel, which helped to ease fuel shortages in the state. Humanitarian cargo also arrived in the 
convoy, including FAO's seeds for the rainy season. 
 
In North Darfur, security incidents have reportedly increased along the main supply routes linking El Fasher and 
Nyala. Due to fuel shortages, the sale of diesel has been in limited quantities for more than one week. The price 
of diesel has reportedly gone up by 30 per cent (from SDG 10 to SGD 13 per one gallon). Reports received by the 
UN indicate the presence of armed actors planning to attack or abduct UN staff in El Fasher. To mitigate this 
threat, local authorities have established security patrols along the main roads.  
 
On 21 June, a UN staff member reported a suspected attempted abduction while going to his office in Nyala. The 
staff member reported that a suspicious vehicle with armed men followed his car, but the UN staff member and 
driver managed to avoid the vehicle by returning to the guesthouse where the UN staff member was staying. After 
consulting Government security services, the UN staff member was evacuated to Khartoum on 23 June. The local 
authorities, with support from UN security officers, are investigating the incident. 
 
South Sudanese in South and East Darfur 
The immigration authorities in Nyala completed the registration of people of South Sudanese origin in South and 
East Darfur in mid-June; however, the figures are yet to be released. According to a recent assessment 
conducted by UNHCR and SRCS, the  total number of South Sudanese in East and South Darfur states is some 
11,400 families (an estimated 57,000 people), the majority of whom are in East Darfur. The Protection Sector has 
received some reports of harassment of South Sudanese, but the Government has committed to providing 
protection and security for the South Sudanese community. 
 
Lack of clearance for non-food relief supplies from El Obeid 
Some humanitarian agencies have reported difficulties in obtaining government clearances for non-food relief 
cargo/supplies from El Obeid into Darfur for a UNHCR-managed NFI/ES project that has been inactive since late 
April. Discussions are ongoing with the Government for permission for the ES/NFI Project to resume its 
operations. The NFI/ES sector reports that the rainy season NFI replenishment activities in Darfur only reached 
60 per cent coverage, as the NFI Common Pipeline has no more supplies for seasonal distribution.  
 
New procedures for humanitarian staff travelling on UNHAS flights to Darfur 
Between 15 May and 19 June, HAC removed 93 UN and international NGO staff from UN Humanitarian Air 
Service (UNHAS) flights to Darfur due to missing travel permits. According to the HAC Commissioner in El 
Fasher, federal-level HAC has suspended the fast track travel procedures, requiring further bureaucratic 
procedures for humanitarian staff travelling to Darfur. According to WFP/UNHAS in Khartoum, all reported cases 
of removal from UNHAS flights to Darfur were due to incomplete travel documents. HAC requested that UN 
agencies provide a monthly updated list of international staff working or travelling to Darfur. While some UN staff 
members have travelled to Darfur on UNAMID flights without fulfilling the HAC travel permit requirement, UNAMID 
Khartoum has reported increased difficulties for international non-UNAMID personnel to board UNAMID flights to 
Darfur.  


