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1. South Kordofan & Blue Nile States 
 
Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement–North (SPLM-N) 
forces continues in parts of South Kordofan State. Clashes between the SAF and SPLM-N forces were reported 
on 16 January 2012 in the Hajar Jawad area (35 km south of Dilling town). No civilian casualties were reported. 
On 17 January 2012, fighting was also reported in the area of Elhijirat Mountains (10 km west of Dilling town). The 
town of Dilling was reportedly shelled on the same day, with several buildings hit.  
 
According to reports received by the UN, one civilian was killed and five injured when their vehicle hit an anti-tank 
landmine on a road near El Suadia (18km east of Kadugli town). Humanitarian agencies are extremely concerned 
about the presence of landmines in the state. The Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor reports that in 2011 
new mine-laying in South Kordofan State occurred near the border with South Sudan as part of clashes between 
the SAF and SPLM-N. According to reports received by the UN, both parties to the conflict were reported to have 
laid anti-personnel land mines in strategic areas of Kadugli town in the early stages of the conflict.  
 
Reports received by the UN indicate that while the overall security situation in Blue Nile State is improving, in the 
southwest of the state heavy fighting has been reported between the SAF and SPLM-N. On 22 January 2012, 
fighting was reported in the Ulu area (about 215 km southwest of the state capital, Ed Damazine town) and close 
to the South Sudan border. On 18 January 2012, clashes between the SAF and SPLM-N were reported at Derang 
(70 km south of Ed Damazine). No civilian casualties were reported. 
 
Refugees  
Humanitarian partners in South Sudan report that aerial bombing in the disputed White Lake/Jaw area occurred 
during the reporting period. The area is close to the Yida refugee site in South Sudan’s Unity State, where over 
24,000 Sudanese refugees from South Kordofan have sought refuge. Small numbers of refugees have begun to 
move southwards from Yida to Pariang, following advice from UNHCR to move to safer areas, according to 
UNHCR.  
 
Fighting in parts of Blue Nile State continues to cause refugees to flee across the border into neighbouring 
Ethiopia and South Sudan, according to UNHCR. In the last week, approximately 1,700 new people from Blue 
Nile were registered in Tongo and Sherkole camps in Ethiopia. This brings the total number of Sudanese 
refugees in these two camps and the Ad-Damazine transit centre in Ethiopia to 22,432 people. In addition, an 
estimated 10,000-15,000 are believed to be hosted by communities near the Sudanese border.  
 
Meanwhile, more than 54,000 refugees from Blue Nile have sought refuge in various locations in South Sudan’s 
Upper Nile State, according to UNHCR. Humanitarian organizations in South Sudan carried out a humanitarian 
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mission to New Guffa this week, close to the border with Sudan. The mission reported that 5,000 refugees are 
estimated to be in the area. Humanitarian partners recommend that, for safety reasons, refugees from New Guffa  
be relocated to areas further away from the border. Doro and Jammam refugee sites have been proposed as 
alternative locations. Humanitarian organizations continue to help people at the border area of El Foj to move to 
Jammam. 
 
Food security concerns 
The humanitarian community remains extremely concerned about the deteriorating food security, nutritional and 
health conditions of civilians trapped by the conflict in some areas of South Kordofan. WFP reports that below 
average production estimates have led to real cereal price increases in Sudan, especially in South Kordofan 
where seasonally adjusted sorghum prices increased 57 per cent in the last quarter of 2011. Insecurity in Blue 
Nile and South Kordofan is expected to further reduce local production and exacerbate price increases.  
 
Aid agencies have been warning that food insecurity in some areas of South Kordofan and Blue Nile States may 
reach emergency levels in early 2012. The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) Global Information and 
Early Warning System (GIEWS) reported on 17 January 2012 that, due to restrictions on trade, movement, and 
humanitarian access to displaced populations, food insecurity in parts of South Kordofan and Blue Nile may reach 
emergency levels by March 2012. Emergency food security levels - or Integrated Food Security Phase 
Classification (IPC) Phase 4 - are characterised by affected households having extreme food consumption gaps 
resulting in very high acute malnutrition or excess mortality. 
 
Access 
According to new directives issued by the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), UN agencies and 
international organisations working in the fields of development and rehabilitation with established offices in Blue 
Nile and South Kordofan before the outbreak of conflict will be allowed to resume their work, provided that they 
sign technical agreements with HAC. In addition, distribution of relief aid should be channeled through the HAC 
and the Sudanese Red Crescent Society (SRCS), while basic services projects and social development projects 
with direct contact with communities should be implemented through respective line ministries and national 
organisations. Relevant Sector Leads will be allowed to visit the concerned Ministry in Kadugli or Ed Damazine. 
Heads of offices of UN and international organisations (excluding INGOs) are allowed to return to Kadugli or Ed 
Damazine only. HAC has clarified that apart from the state capitals, international staff will no be allowed to visit 
any other places in South Kordofan or Blue Nile. Before any returns of international staff take place, each 
organization must submit a request to HAC, who will then approve the person and the timeframe after 
consultations with the concerned federal authorities. According to HAC, no INGO staff are allowed to return to any 
part of either South Kordofan or Blue Nile.  
 

 
3. Abyei 
 
No large-scale return of people displaced from Abyei town and surrounding areas have been reported, with main 
impediments being the continued presence of SAF, risk of landmines and unexploded ordnance (UXOs), lack of 
food and livelihood opportunities, and lack of progress in the re-establishment of the Abyei Administration.  
 
The UN Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA) has reached its full strength of 4,200 peacekeepers. UNISFA 
patrols continue to observe people displaced from Abyei town and surrounding areas visiting villages north of the 
Bahr el Arab/Kiir River, including Mijak, Leu, Mabok, Mading Achueng, Awolnom and Marial Achak. According to 
UNISFA, at least 3,000 Dinka Ngok have returned to their homes north of the river. However, it has not been 
possible to confirm whether these are “permanent returnees”, and UNHCR reports that the number might include 
people commuting to check on their homes. 
 
Landmine and UXO threat  
Access to areas north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River also continues to be limited due to the presence of landmines. 
Several landmines/UXOs have been located in the areas of Leu, Todach, Tajalei, Noong and Alal.  
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The UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) reports that the clearance of the Banton - Rumameer road continues. In 
addition, two de-mining teams have arrived in Abyei. One anti-personnel mine was found in Leu and was 
destroyed by the Ethiopian Demining Platoon, according to UNMAS.  
 
AJOC joint appeal on returns 
The Abyei Joint Oversight Committee (AJOC) jointly appealed to the international community and Governments of 
Sudan and South Sudan to assist with the immediate return of the people to their home areas, to ensure the 
security, safety and integrity of the returning and resident populations, and provide for the urgent humanitarian 
needs of the returning and resident populations. AJOC also called for the facilitation of the transition from 
humanitarian assistance to recovery, reintegration and self-sustaining development. Moreover, AJOC urged all 
stakeholders to identify and meet the immediate needs of the Misseriya and other nomadic groups, both in their 
areas of normal residence and in the transitional zone of their seasonal migration in search for water and pastures 
for their livestock, as well as called call upon the African Union High Implementation Panel (AUHIP) to convene 
special meeting of donors and UN agencies on assisting sustainable return, restoration of livelihoods and building 
their lost assets as well as meeting the needs of the Misseriya and nomadic people. In addition, AJOC urged UN 
agencies to increase their humanitarian and emergency assistance for the displaced population and assist the 
returnees.  
 
Misseriya migration 
UNISFA patrols during the reporting period continued to observe Misseriya pastoralists moving with their cattle 
within the northern parts of the Abyei area. It is estimated that there are now approximately 700,000 head of cattle 
concentrated in the areas of Diffra, Alal, Ed Derangis and Thurpader. Pastoralists in northern Abyei have 
indicated to UNISFA that they are running short of both pastures and water and that pressure for them to move 
further south is building. UNISFA has been holding meetings with representatives from the Dinka Ngok and 
Misseriya communities to ensure the safe passage of the Misseriya.  
 

   
4. Returns to South Sudan 
 
People of South Sudanese origin continue to move from Sudan to South Sudan and, according to partners in 
South Sudan, approximately 362,000 people have returned since October 2010. According to UNHCR, recent 
assessments indicate that the number of people of South Sudanese origin still living in Sudan may be somewhat 
lower than the estimate of 700,000 that humanitarian organizations had been using. 
 
According to media reports, on 17 January 2012, the Government of Sudan announced that 8 April 2012 is the 
deadline for people of South Sudanese origin living in Sudan to legalise their residency status. The Director 
General for Immigration, Nationality and Passports, Major General Ahmed Atta Manan, reportedly said that South 
Sudanese who have not legalised their stay by that date would be regarded as illegal aliens. 
 
Preparations for train movements from Khartoum to South Sudan are still ongoing. IOM is assisting those who are 
currently residing in open areas in Khartoum awaiting southward transportation. 
 
Kosti  
People continued to arrive at the Kosti way-station at an average rate of 100 individuals per day, predominantly 
from eastern states and Blue Nile State. Almost 2,000 people from Blue Nile who wish to move to South Sudan 
have been registered. New arrivals informed humanitarian staff that a large number of individuals from eastern 
states are en route to Kosti. As of 22 January 2012, IOM indicated that the total of 10,000 people at the Kosti 
way-station are awaiting transportation assistance to go to South Sudan. UNHCR is working on de-registering 
people who have moved recently by barge.  
 
A UNHCR vulnerability assessment has identified 110 extremely vulnerable individuals at the way-station who 
require alternative transport. UNHCR is working with IOM to arrange for medical screening and provision of air 
transport. Overall, UNHCR is planning to assist 700 extremely vulnerable individuals with air transport from Kosti 
and Khartoum departure points. IOM has scheduled 10 flights to transport over 370 extremely vulnerable 
individuals from Khartoum to Juba, Wau and Aweil. Permission is pending from the National Intelligence and 
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Security Services (NISS) to enable these people to pass through Khartoum airport, given their lack of 
documentation. If permission is granted, the flights will take place over the next two weeks.  
 
 
 

5. Darfur                                                                          
 
Attack on UNAMID patrol 
On 21 January 2012, an African Union-United Nations Mission in Darfur (UNAMID) patrol was ambushed by 
unknown gunmen in the newly created East Darfur State leaving one peacekeeper dead and three others 
seriously wounded. The patrol was attacked while en route from Ed Deain to Saleah (60 kilometres northwest of 
Ed Deain). On the same day in West Darfur a police station was attacked in Suga village (25km northeast of 
Garsila town) leaving one police officer dead.  
 
Creation of two new states in Darfur 
As part of the Doha Document for Peace in Darfur (DDPD), the Government this month established East and 
Central Darfur States, bringing the total number of states in the Darfur region to five. The recommendation to 
divide Darfur into five states was first adopted by the 2008 Darfur People Conference in the Qatari capital of 
Doha, which hosted the marathon peace talks that led to the signing of the DDPD in mid-July last year. 
 
South Sudan – Darfur movements and communities in border areas 
The movement of almost 200 people from South Sudan to Darfur over the past two weeks was reported by 
UNHCR. The main reason for this movement appears to be a lack of livelihood opportunities in South Sudan. 
Some individuals are unwilling to return to South Sudan due to the perception that they will not be accepted there, 
particularly those coming from ethnic groups that live in border areas (Kresh, Kara, Yulu, Frogai and Bigna ethnic 
groups). Some of these groups live in parts of Buram and Radom localities in South Darfur State that are disputed 
between Sudan and South Sudan. One group’s chief has written to the Government of Sudan requesting that his 
tribe be allowed to remain in Sudan. In addition, the presence of mixed marriage families and longstanding ties 
between some South Sudanese and Sudanese tribes and fears about integration prospects in South Sudan - 
especially for children of mixed marriages – are a source of concern.  
 
Shangil Tobaya, North Darfur 
Due to the improved local security situation, an inter-agency humanitarian assessment mission to Shangil Tobaya 
took place from 16 to 19 January 2012. The market is open and fuel is now available. The locality commissioner 
has agreed to facilitate the transport of medicines and fuel to IDP camps in the area. IOM and WFP will be 
starting a verification exercise in the camps in the area next week. 
 
Health care gaps in West Darfur 
The international NGO Merlin will be taking over 15 health facilities formally supported by the INGO Medair in 
West Darfur. According to the HAC, Merlin will operate the health facilities, while the State Ministry of Health 
(SMoH) will cover some incentives for the medical staff. HAC reports that gaps in the health sector persist as no 
other partners have expressed interest to take over the remaining 21 health facilities previously supported by 
Medair, CAM and IMC. HAC has suggested that the training of health personnel and health care delivery, in 
partnership with national NGOs, is a critical issue. In addition, the Saudi Red Crescent Society health clinic in Al 
Salaam camp has also closed. This clinic had been providing health services to 15,000 people. UNICEF and 
WHO are currently exploring with partners ways to fill this gap. 
 
 
 


