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1. South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
 
Fighting continues in Ullu, Blue Nile State 
According to reports received by the UN, heavy fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North (SPLM-N) continued in the Ullu area of Bau locality. No reports of 
civilian casualties or displacements have been received. 
 
Refugees in South Sudan and Ethiopia 
More people are fleeing the ongoing fighting in Blue Nile seeking refuge in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State. 
According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), there are a total of 85,600 people, 
an increase of some 2,100 compared to last week. In addition, there are another 18,200 Sudanese refugees from 
South Kordofan in South Sudan’s Unity state. Almost 27,000 refugees, mostly from Blue Nile, are currently hosted 
in Ethiopia. In total, more than 132,000 Sudanese refugees have arrived in South Sudan and Ethiopia over the 
past nine months. 
 
Presence of UN international staff in Kadugli, South Kordofan 
As of 18 March, four UN international staff from the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), the UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS), the World Health Organization (WHO), and the UN 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) are in Kadugli. However, as per government stipulation, they are not able to move 
outside the state capital. The permits of the four international staff currently in Kadugli expire on 21 March. 
International NGOs are still not able to send international staff to South Kordofan. 
 
Food security  
The impact on food security of the ongoing fighting in South Kordofan and Blue Nile remains a major concern. 
The February 2012 Sudan Food Security Update by the World Food Programme (WFP) indicates that according 
to a crop survey by the State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA), the cultivated area under traditional farming in South 
Kordofan is 49 per cent less than last year. A rapid assessment and verification exercise for displaced people in 
Kadugli town, conducted by the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), the Sudanese Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS), WFP and the Ministry of Welfare and Social Security (MoWSS) found 16,700 displaced people in need 
of food assistance. In Blue Nile, food prices remain high in the state capital, Ed Damazine. Insecurity and limited 
production is expected to have a negative effect on crop supply to the markets. The price of sorghum in Blue Nile 
has doubled since February last year. 
 
WFP food distributions in South Kordofan and Blue Nile 
According to WFP, 24,172 people in South Kordofan have received 500 metric tonnes of food during the first 
quarter of 2012. In Blue Nile, 2,720 people have received food assistance through a voucher distribution system 
in January 2012 (figures for February and March figures are not yet available). 
 
Polio vaccination in South Kordofan 
UNICEF concluded the vaccination of some 376,000 children under the age of five against polio. This constitutes 
71 per cent of all the under-five children in the state. The remaining 29 per cent (153,000 children) live in SPLM-N  
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controlled areas, which are not accessible for humanitarian partners. The polio immunisation programme had to 
be extended for three extra days in Habila locality due to the large nomadic population in the area. According to 
the WHO, the last case of polio in Sudan was detected in March 2009 in Port Sudan.   
 
Multi-sectoral monitoring mission to Abu Jubaiha and Talodi, South Kordofan 
On 18 March, a multi-sectoral monitoring mission left Kadugli for Abu Jubaiha and Talodi. It will last for 10 days 
and will visit 13 locations in these two localities. The mission’s purpose is to monitor the situation of the resident 
population and displaced people, to monitor the assistance provided by various partners, and to assess further 
needs as well as storage capacities of government and non-government counterparts for the upcoming rainy 
season. Participants include representatives from HAC, the SRCS, the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM), UNDSS, UNICEF, and WHO. Each sector will undertake its own assessment and write its own report. 
 
Director of OCHA’s Coordination and Response Division (CRD) visits Kadugli, South Kordofan 
After visiting Kadugli last week, John Ging described the humanitarian needs of South Kordofan as immense. 
Listening to women who had been displaced from the village of Anjulo in Buram locality, Mr Ging heard that the 
welfare of children who have been displaced is of great concern, particularly the difficulties faced in accessing 
health services and education. In a meeting with the Governor of South Kordofan, Mr. Ging raised the issue of 
access and the limited presence of humanitarian staff and encouraged the authorities to speedily create a 
conducive environment, which would allow humanitarian partners to access and assist all people in need 
wherever they are.      
 
Donor mission to Ed Damazine, Blue Nile State 
On 14 March, the UN Development Programme (UNDP) and the Sudan Disarmament, Demobilization and 
Reintegration Commission (SDDRC) hosted the first donor mission to Ed Damazine since the conflict began in 
September 2011. Thirty donor representatives were able to witness the results of their support for social re-
integration of ex-combatants. Projects included the construction of a medical clinic in the village of Zindia (45km 
from Ed Damazine) by a community-based organisation composed mostly of ex-combatants. The clinic will 
provide health services for some 40,000 people from eight villages. 
 
 
2. Abyei 
 
Temporary detention of South Sudanese humanitarian staff in Agok 
Over 40 South Sudanese staff members from various humanitarian organizations were temporarily detained in 
Agok by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) between 12-15 March. All but two of the staff members were 
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later released after the intervention of local authorities and the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC), 
formally the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission. According to authorities in Abyei, the SPLA was 
looking for army deserters but orders had been misinterpreted. The Acting Chief Administrator apologised and 
stressed their commitment to human rights and humanitarian principles.  
 
WFP re-registration of people displaced from Abyei  
Preliminary findings from the WFP re-registration of people displaced from Abyei to areas south of Bahr el 
Arab/Kiir River show there are 114,631 displaced people in Agok and in Warrap state in South Sudan.  
 
UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) de-mining operations in Abyei 
According to the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS), de-mining survey teams have been deployed to villages east 
of Abyei town. Once the surveys are finalised, the information will be shared with humanitarian agencies including 
information on which buildings have been cleared of unexploded ordnances (UXOs). This survey of basic 
infrastructure follows earlier discoveries of landmines near schools and water points in the area. UNMAS also 
reports that the road from Banton to Rumamier is safe for humanitarian staff to use. This is the road where 11 
Ethiopian peacekeepers were killed in August 2011 when their vehicle hit a mine.   
 
Returns north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River 
UNISFA reported that the total number of returns north of the river stands at 4,794 persons. This is an increase of 
about one thousand people compared to last month. Humanitarian actors have yet to verify these figures, nature 
of the return, and priority needs. 
 
Registration of separated and unaccompanied children in Agok 
UNICEF reported the registration 60 unaccompanied and separated children in Agok since May 2011. Of this 
number, 23 have been re-united with their families. Family tracing for the remaining children is ongoing. 
 
 
3. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Citizenship agreement between Sudan and South Sudan 
On 13 March, an agreement was reached in Addis Ababa by representatives of the Government of Sudan and the 
Government of South Sudan on the status of South Sudanese in Sudan and Sudanese in South Sudan. The 
agreement outlines that Sudanese and South Sudanese have the freedom to reside, move, acquire and dispose 
of property, and to undertake economic activities within the territories of the two countries. These freedoms are to 
be enjoyed in accordance with the laws and regulations of each state. The parties also committed to negotiating a 
more detailed agreement on the four freedoms for which the African Union shall provide a draft text. The two 
Presidents are expected to sign the agreement at a summit in Juba before the end of the transition period on 8 
April 2012. 
 
Arrival of two trains carrying returnees in South Sudan 
According to IOM, the two trains that departed Soba railway station, Khartoum State, on 1 March, have arrived in 
South Sudan. On 15 March, the trains arrived in Aweil where 700 people disembarked and on 18 March, the 
trains reached Wau, their final destination, with 1,600 people onboard. The movement transported a total of 2,300 
people from Sudan to South Sudan and was funded through the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF). 
 
The Government of South Sudan organised returns by road 
According to IOM, the Government of South Sudan has announced the creation of a 50 million South Sudanese 
pounds (US $16.6 million) fund to support returns by road from Sudan to South Sudan. The fund will be managed 
by the South Sudan’s Relief and Rehabilitation Commission. Final destinations in South Sudan include Wau, 
Warrap, Aweil and Malakal. IOM is advocating with the Government of South Sudan to ensure that returns are 
voluntary and are undertaken in safety and dignity. 
 
Transportation of vulnerable people by air from Khartoum State 
IOM report they are planning to assist 2,246 extremely vulnerable people from Kosti and Khartoum with 
transportation by air to Aweil, Juba and Wau in South Sudan. Air movements will begin on 21 March and will 
continue for 10 days, with up to five flights a day.  
 
New proposal for barge movements from Kosti 
Following the decision of the Government of Sudan to stop barge movements from Kosti to South Sudan, IOM 
has proposed to the MoWSS a number of measures to ensure barges carrying returnees are purely used for 
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humanitarian activities. The Government of Sudan had stopped barge movements from the Kosti way-station due 
to concerns the barges were being used for military purposes by the Government of South Sudan. IOM 
suggestions include (i) placing IOM flags on the barges to show they are humanitarian movements; (ii) seeking 
assurances from the Government of South Sudan that barges supported and flagged by IOM will be used strictly 
for humanitarian purposes and (iii) to have the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), IOM and other 
entities inspect the barges at key points along the route.  
 
Registration of separated and unaccompanied children in Khartoum departure points 
UNICEF and community-based child protection networks have carried out the verification and registration of 
separated and unaccompanied children at departure points in Khartoum State. Out of the total 263 separated and 
unaccompanied children registered (104 girls and 159 boys), 46 have been reunited with their families. 
  

4. Darfur 
 
Humanitarian movement hampered due to fighting in Central Darfur 
According to reports received by the UN, fighting between armed movements and the Liberation and Justice 
Movement (LJM) have occurred in various locations in Central Darfur. Consequently, UNDSS advised 
humanitarian actors to consult them before going to areas with known LJM presence. These include Kobalo 
(42km north east of Zalingei town), Bardany (104km north east of Zalingei town), Salakoya (12km south east of 
Nertiti town), Mortajell (5km south east of Nertiti), and Sundol (34km north east of Mukjar town). The Government 
of Sudan and LJM signed a peace agreement on 14 July 2011 in Doha, Qatar and the leader of the LJM was 
appointed as chairperson of the Darfur Regional Authority (DRA).   
 
Update on displacements to Zamzam IDP Camp, North Darfur  
IOM initial verification shows 3,032 people have been displaced from Dar es Salam and Kalimindo localities to 
Zamzam IDP Camp and other locations within the El Fasher town area. According to the agency, these people 
are in need of relief supplies, food and sanitation facilities. Water is reportedly not an urgent need. Once IOM 
registers the verified caseload, WFP will begin distributing an emergency food package and relief supplies. IOM 
has also received a list from community members of some 3,300 people reportedly displaced from Saq Alnyam, 
Abu Delek, Alawana and Abdubeida and are residing with relatives in El Fasher town. Verification of this caseload 
will start soon. 
 
Areas in West Darfur at risk of ground water resource depletion 
According to the Water, Sanitarian and Hygiene (WASH) sector in West Darfur the areas of Kulbus, Sirba, Seleia, 
Himmeda, Um Shalaya, Kerinik, Abu Sourouge, Kuma and Foro Burunga are at risk of the ground water being 
depleted. Analysis of ground water data over the past five years has revealed the fluctuation in the quantity of 
water in most IDP camps mainly due to human, animal and vegetation consumption; seepage and evaporation. 
Findings from the analysis will be used for contingency and management planning of ground water resources in 
Darfur.  
 
2011 Post Harvest Assessment for West Darfur shows decline in agricultural yield compared to 2010 
Findings of the 2011 Post Harvest Assessment conducted by the State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA) and the 
FAO show that the estimated production of cereals in West Darfur in 2011 was 148,526 metric tons compared to 
252,884 metric tons in 2010, reports the SMoA. This is a 41 per cent decrease in yield. Factors behind this 
decrease are attributed to the long dry spell, erratic and early cessation of rainfall during the agricultural season, 
pest attacks, crop disease, and lack of agricultural tools and seeds among others.   
 
Displaced people calling on WFP to increase food rations 
Humanitarian actors will be creating a consultative forum led by the food security and livelihood sector (FSL) to 
decide on how to fill the expected food gap following the decrease in crop yield in West Darfur in 2011. These 
developments come when the FAO, the FSL sector lead, is scaling down operations in Darfur due to funding 
constraints. According to the WFP, displaced people in Ardamata IDP Camp, West Darfur, are calling for an 
increase in food rations. The agency also reports that sheikhs from Arara in Beida locality, West Darfur, claim that 
the food situation is dire and that people were contemplating crossing the border into Chad due to food shortages, 
and call on the agency to assist them. Arara has a population of some 11,000 people, of whom 52 per cent are 
displaced people. 


