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1. Blue Nile State 
 
Hostilities between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement – North 
(SPLM–N) forces continued in Blue Nile State. According to UN reports, on 12 November aerial bombing in 
Wadega, in the south of the state, resulted in a number of people killed and many casualties. Some of these 
people were transported for treatment in Maban in Upper Nile State, South Sudan. The UN Mission in South 
Sudan (UNMISS) has reported that 11 seriously wounded people who arrived in Upper Nile State were 
medevaced by them to Malakal hospital. Four women were among the evacuated.  
 
As a result of ongoing conflict, civilians are continuing to be displaced or severely affected. The Sudanese Red 
Crescent Society (SRCS) report that over 60,000 people remain displaced within the state. The UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR) reported that approximately 1,200 people are fleeing the state daily to Upper Nile State in 
South Sudan. UNHCR also report that up to 7,000 refugees are believed to have sought refuge in the border 
areas in Upper Nile State. The agency is encouraging refugees to move to safer locations further away from 
border areas and assisting the most vulnerable in relocating to Bunj. UNHCR also report that approximately 
36,000 refugees have fled the conflict to neighbouring Ethiopia.  
 
Some humanitarian organisations maintain a presence in Blue Nile State but, with the exception of some national 
NGOs and the SRCS, are not permitted to operate outside of Ed Damazine. As no international staff are allowed 
to access the state, international organisations are operating solely through national staff. Humanitarian partners 
report that no major humanitarian programmes have restarted. From 15 to 17 November the Department of 
Environmental Heath held a water quality testing training, facilitated by WHO technical staff from Kassala State. 
Around 20 environmental personnel participated. 
 
On 17 November, the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs (MoHA) in Ed Damazine issued a report on the current 
situation of conflict-affected communities in the state. The report indicated that some 345,260 individuals have 
received food, non-food items (NFIs) and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) assistance from the 
Government. According to the state authorites, approximately 10,260 people remain severely affected in Bau, 
Kurmuk, and Geissan localities, in the south of the state. This number is expected to rise to 47,000 affected 
people when other neighbouring localities are assessed and displaced people return to their areas of origin. 
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Key Points 
• According to UN reports, on 12 November aerial bombing by the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) was 

reported in Wadega, in southern Blue Nile State, resulting in a number of people killed and many 
casualties.  

• UNHCR reports that up to 7,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State are believed to be in the 
border areas in Upper Nile State, South Sudan.  

• On 17 November, the Ministry of Humanitarian Affairs (MoHA) in Ed Damazine reported that 
around 345,260 individuals in the state have received food, non-food items (NFIs) and water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) assistance from the Government. 

• The Government of Sudan reported that a land mine killed three IDPs and injured an unknown 
number in Umm Heitan, in South Kordofan State. 

• According to United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), there has been an 
increase in the number IDPs returning to or visiting villages north of the Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. 
Some 50 families have reportedly returned to Mijak and an average of 15 IDPs are reportedly 
crossing the bridge daily to check on their property. 

 



 

This report is produced by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in collaboration with  
humanitarian partners. 

2/3

OCHA Sudan Weekly Humanitarian Bulletin 11 - 17 November 2011 

 
2. South Kordofan State 
 
South Kordofan State also saw a continuation of armed conflict between SAF and SPLM-N during the reporting 
period. According to local news reports, the State Governor indicated that the state government would relocate to 
Talodi for a period of two weeks in order to reaffirm that the SPLM-N are not in control of the state. As a result of 
recent insecurity in Talodi, humanitarian partners report that 265 people have been displaced from the area to 
Abu Jubeiha, over a 100 km northeast of Talodi, with an additional 175 individuals being displaced to Kalogi, 
some 50 km northeast of the city. Humanitarian agencies also report that, due to fighting in central South 
Kordofan, 2,100 persons were displaced from Umm Heitan to Fagagolo. 
 
According to UNHCR, those recently displaced need food, NFIs, water and sanitation. Due to recent cold 
weather, blankets are also required. Meanwhile, the authorities have reported that three IDPs returning from 
Fagagolo to Umm Heitan to retrieve their belongings were killed when their tractor hit a landmine. An unknown 
number of people were also injured.  
 
With UNICEF support, the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) organised a training of trainers workshop for Health 
Visitors/Assistants at the midwifery school in Kadugli. UNICEF also conducted follow up visits to monitor activities 
in two child-friendly spaces inside Kadugli town, providing access to recreational support activities and mine risk 
education to IDP children and their families. 
 
Humanitarian access in the state remains constrained by insecurity and Governmental movement restrictions. 
Humanitarian agencies operate in the state’s main towns through national staff. No organisations currently have 
international staff in the state.  
 
 
3. Abyei 
 
On 16 November, the UN in Sudan and South Sudan agreed to a combined humanitarian response in Abyei. At 
present, assistance to displaced populations from Abyei is provided in Agok and in South Sudan. The need for the 
UN and partners to be positioned in Abyei town to support returning IDPs was also highlighted, as was the need 
for humanitarian programming and peace-building initiatives to focus on the needs of both the Dinka Ngok and 
the Misseriya.  
 
According to United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA), there has been an increase in the number 
IDPs returning to or visiting villages north of Bahr el Arab/Kiir River. Some 50 families have reportedly returned to 
Mijak and an average of 15 to 17 IDPs are reportedly crossing the bridge on a daily basis to view their property.   
 
Findings from a joint assessment conducted on 10 November with UNISFA and Dinka Ngok representatives to 
villages north of Abyei showed that it was not yet safe for IDPs to return to that area, primarily due to the 
presence of landmines, armed groups and the SAF. The Dinka Ngok reiterated their request for UNISFA to 
deploy at entry points into the Abyei Area to monitor the movements of unauthorised armed groups. The Dinka 
Ngok stated that they had no problems with the normal Misseriya migration but were concerned that it was taking 
place early this year when there is still grazing and water in the areas north of Abyei.   
 
 
4. North-South population movements 
  
On 14 November, more than 3,000 people of southern Sudanese origin left the Kosti way-station for Juba, South 
Sudan, on an IOM organised convoy of 12 river barges. Some of these returnees had been stranded at Kosti for 
several months.  IOM is concerned that neither the Government of South Sudan nor the Government of Sudan 
have signed contracts with barge companies to secure the additional 12 barges required to transport the luggage 
of these returnees. Without these extra barges, delays will be inevitable in the second planned IOM movement. 
Since January 2011 more that 17,000 people have returned to South Sudan on IOM organised barges. 
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Verification and registration of new arrivals continues in Kosti way-station, with 219 people recorded in November. 
According to IOM there are some 9,400 people are currently at the Kosti way-station. 
 
On 11 November, 2,700 returnees arrived in Aweil, South Sudan, on two IOM supported trains from Khartoum.  
These are the first of a planned series due to travel from Khartoum to South Sudan before the end of the year, 
enabling the return to South Sudan of some 12,000 people of southern Sudanese origin who have been living in 
open areas in Khartoum for months. On 16 November, a government-organised train reached Wau with 500 
returnees on board. Poor railway track conditions have caused significant delays in train movements. 
 
It is expected that some 32,000 persons will be assisted to return to South Sudan by the end of the year, through 
a combination of river barges and trains organized by IOM and funded by both the Common Humanitarian Fund 
and the UN Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF).  
 
 
5. Darfur                                                                          
 
On 17 November, the State Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries, in collaboration with the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), presented the results of the 2011 Rapid Livestock assessment in North Darfur. Findings 
showed that a majority of interviewees reported that access to rangeland, pasture and water sources has become 
more difficult in 2011 compared to 2010 and pastoralists have to move further distances to access these 
resources. The animal market is negatively impacted by the poor rainy season and some 36 per cent of 
interviewees have started distress selling of their livestock. Possible consequences of these factors may include 
loss of livestock, food insecurity, and conflict over natural resources and animal movement. The food security and 
livelihood sector is working on contingency plans for the affected population. 
 
Meanwhile, the State Ministry of Agriculture (SMoA) announced the preliminary findings of the 2011 Agriculture 
Rapid Assessment in North Darfur with harvest expectations ranging from complete crop failure to a medium to 
relatively good harvest. However, overall low yields are expected for North Darfur mainly due to poor rainfall, pest 
infestations, bird damage, and increased labour costs. Recommendations to deal with this shortfall include 
support until the next harvest in 2012; food aid support to affected and vulnerable populations; food for work 
activities; supplementary feeding programs for children and lactating mothers; improvement of water supplies for 
human and livestock consumption; and the provision of goat restocking projects specifically for poor and women-
headed households. Monitoring of food prices and the establishment of a government grain reserve and 
community grain banks would help stabilise market prices, while support for livelihood options other than 
agriculture should be encouraged. 
 
The assessment indicated that, to prevent conflict between the farmers and pastoralists, a high level 
mechanism/committee should be established to work in coordination with community leaders and pastoralist 
representatives, with the aim of preventing early grazing in farms and to educate pastoralists on when it is an 
appropriate time for cattle to graze on crop residues. 
 
An inter agency assessment mission revealed low enrolment in basic schools in Gokar and Sisi IDP camps, West 
Darfur. In Gokar only 284 students from over 1,000 households were enrolled in school while in Sisi 1,526 
students from over 1,700 households were enrolled. According to local school administrations the reasons behind 
this include high school fees (five Sudanese pounds per month per child); lack of awareness among the 
population on the importance of education; and involvement of children in farming activities. Also, the basic 
education department within West Darfur State Ministry of Education (SMoE) has noted a shortage of teachers in 
many localities in the state.  
 
 
 
 
 


