
 BASELINE 
 INDICATORS

Population (2008) 
(NBS) 8.26m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households 
using improved 
sanitation (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%
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HIGHLIGHTS
• Mounting tensions driven by 

insecurity in Jonglei are 
restricting aid delivery to 
several areas of the state.

• A spike in refugee arrivals was 
reported in Upper Nile State 
over the week, as relief 
organizations registered 
close to 900 people from 
Sudan’s Blue Nile State.

• The Government affi rms tax 
exemption on humanitarian 
goods in Upper Nile, enabling 
unblocking of relief items 
which are currently stuck in 
various entry ports in the state.

 

Situation overview
Aid organizations are concerned about the possible humanitarian consequences of rising 
insecurity in Jonglei State, following a military build-up and escalation of clashes in the 
area. While no large scale humanitarian impacts have yet been reported, fi refi ghts are 
restricting aid delivery to several parts of Pibor County and its surrounding areas. 

On the refugee front, partners registered close to 900 Sudanese refugee arrivals into 
Upper Nile over the week, who fl ed reported aerial bombardments and shelling in their 
homeland of Blue Nile State. 

In political developments, the South Sudan and Sudan Ministers of Defence signed a 
border security arrangement on 8 March, during high level talks in Addis Ababa. The agree-
ment commits both countries to establishing a demilitarized zone and promptly withdrawing 
troops to their respective sides of the Safe Demilitarized Border Area. The African Union-
mediated talks continued in the Ethiopian capital, to discuss unresolved Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement issues on oil transit fees, border demarcation and the status of disputed 
areas. 

Challenges, needs and response
Humanitarian concerns for civilian safety amid military build-up in Jonglei
The security situation in Jonglei 
State was tense, following a military 
build-up and an increase in clashes 
in the state. Humanitarian concerns 
mounted, with increasing reported 
displacements and population move-
ments within and around Pibor County 
boundaries. 

Clashes were reported during the week 
in Gumuruk and Labaraab in Pibor 
County, and Pochalla County. In Pibor 
town on 4 and 6 March, over 1,000 civil-
ians sought temporary refuge in the UN 
mission bases, with only a handful still 
remaining as of 10 March. Reports of civilian residents continuing to fl ee Pibor town were 
received over the week, although exact numbers are not known.

Humanitarian partners’ capacity to respond to people displaced remains extremely limited, 
as most insecure places are remote and without aid agencies on the ground. The Health 
Cluster is coordinating closely with medical partners in key towns in Pibor County to 
ensure response capacity, including surgical capacity, for people injured in the fi ghting.  
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A young girl in Jonglei State’s Pibor town fl ees for safety to the UN 
mission compound, as insecurity worsens (UNMISS/Perret).

An elderly woman is carried to safety at the UN mission camp in 
Pibor as insecurity worsens the town (UNMISS/Perret).
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Hostilities restrict aid delivery in Pibor County
Current insecurity is restricting the delivery of humanitarian relief to many parts of Jonglei’s 
Pibor County. A second round food distribution in Boma, Gumuruk and Pibor was ready to 
begin, but was put on hold due to insecurity. Similarly, supplies of teacher and recreation kits, 
blackboards and plastic sheets for fi ve affected schools in Pibor town are yet to be distrib-
uted due school closures because of the security situation.

However, some relief is reaching those in need in Jonglei State. Emergency medical 
supplies were pre-positioned in Boma and Pibor towns. Ten medical solar fridges were 
distributed in health facilities located in remote areas. In Akobo East County, food was 
provided to over 3,700 people from 4-6 March, who were affected by 8 February inter-com-
munal clashes. 

Insecurity in Kiir Adem prevents people returning home
In Northern Bahr el Ghazal, authorities in Aweil North County commenced resettlement of 
5,000 people displaced by cross-border fi ghting with Sudan in November/December 2012. 
Over 4,000 people displaced in Jaac were moved to an alternative site in Majong Lual, one 
kilometre from the current location, following complaints from residents over possession of 
their grazing land. Plans to relocate some 1,100 people to Gokmachar, to ease access to 
basic services, are under consideration. The Protection Cluster is closely monitoring and 
supporting the movements. 

The displaced people have been unable to return to their home areas in the disputed Kiir 
Adem region, due to ongoing insecurity. Humanitarian assistance to people in need is 
ongoing, including education, health, water, sanitation and hygiene activities.

Government affi rms tax exemption of humanitarian goods in Upper Nile 
The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission issued a circular on 7 March to confi rm that UN 
and INGO humanitarian goods remain tax exempt. It is expected that this directive will help to 
unblock relief items currently stuck in various entry points of Upper Nile State, where a 
25 per cent tax had previously been levied on all goods brought into Upper Nile from any 
neighbouring state. 

The Government circular was publicized after discussions between the Government, 
Humanitarian Coordinator, Logistics Cluster and OCHA. The Logistics Cluster is working 
closely with Government and aid organizations to track the issue and ensure implementation 
of the directive.

OCHA launches on Facebook and Twitter
OCHA South Sudan launched on 
the global social media platforms of 
Facebook and Twitter over the week. With 
Facebook registering over one billion us-
ers to date, and Twitter having over half a 
billion followers, these platforms will 
enable the aid community to reach 
more people across the world about the 
humanitarian situation in South Sudan.  

‘Like’ the new OCHA page on Facebook 
at UNOCHA South Sudan. Follow OCHA 
on Twitter @OCHASouthSudan. 

The Humanitarian Coordinator, Toby Lanzer, is also speaking about the humanitarian 
situation on Twitter. For up-to-the-minute alerts about his humanitarian work, follow him 
@tobylanzer. 

 FIGURES 2013
Violence-related 
incidents  69

Number of newly 
displaced people 12,433

Source: OCHA based on reports 
from local authorities and 
assessment teams. Figures as
of 28 February 2013.
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Facebook has one 
billion users and 
Twitter has over half 
a billion followers. 
Follow OCHA South 
Sudan as it launches 
on these global 
media platforms. 
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Refugee update 
About 900 refugees arrive in Upper Nile 

Aid organizations are assisting 888 
refugees who began arriving in 
Upper Nile State from Sudan’s Blue 
Nile last week. The group, including 
175 children, reportedly walked for 
fi ve days from villages in Blue Nile 
State to escape shelling and aerial 
bombardments. Four people were said 
to have had died during the journey from 
exhaustion and illness. Other individu-
als were reportedly too weak to travel 
and were left behind. 

The new arrivals were brought to 
the Doro refugee camp in Maban 
County, with close to 500 trans-

ferred on to a transit centre in Jamam, ahead of relocation to a new refugee settlement 
under constructed. The refugees were reportedly in reasonably good health. Protection 
partners identifi ed 20 separated children in the group. Relief including food, sleeping mats, 
blankets and soap are being provided to the new arrivals.  

New arrivals into Yida slow down 
During the past week, 830 refugee arrivals were registered in Unity State’s Yida settle-
ment, down slightly from arrivals registered the previous week. Registration trends in Yida 
decreased over the past three weeks, down from an average of between 300-400 a day 
in January and February. Humanitarian actors are unsure of the reason for the slowdown 
in arrivals. Yida settlement, the largest refugee site in South Sudan, hosts almost 70,000 
Sudanese refugees. 

Construction continued of a new refugee site in Unity State, Ajuong Thok, to be opened 
in late March. Partners remain concerned by overcrowding in Yida, which is the main 
reason behind establishing the new site in Unity. 

Host and refugee community relations in Yida remain tense
Tensions in Yida between the host community and refugees escalated in the past week 
following recent incidents of alleged cattle raiding. Two people were reportedly killed in 
the fi ghting which took place in Battoi, a village located about 10 kilometres northeast of 
Yida.  

The Government and South Sudan police are investigating the deaths. Humanitarian 
partners continue to work with host community and refugee leaders to foster peace-

REFUGEES
  Numbers in Upper Nile

Doro 45,318

Gendrassa 15,729

Jamam 15,638

Yusuf Batil 37,686

Total 114,371

Numbers in Unity

Nyeel 913

Pariang 795

Yida 69,843
Total 71,551

  Source: UNHCR, fi gures as of

  10 March 2013.

900 newly arrived 
refugees into Maban 
County during the 
week are being 
provided with relief, 
including food, 
sleeping mats, 
blankets and soap.

Humanitarian partners 
continue to work with 
host community and 
refugee leaders to 
foster peaceful 
coexistence in Yida. 

4.6 million
people anticipated to 
be in need of humani-
tarian assistance in 
South Sudan in 2013.

3.3 million
people planned to 
be targeted with 
humanitarian 
assistance in 2013.

1 million
people anticipated 
to be severely food 
insecure in 2013.

A Sudanese man (right) in Upper Nile grieves the loss of his two 
daughters after an airstrike on his town in Blue Nile, Sudan (UNHCR).
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ful coexistence in Yida. Since the establishment of Yida as a refugee settlement, 
relations between the refugee and local community have been relatively peaceful, until the 
occurrence of these recent events. 

Returns to South Sudan
Returnees struggle to reach fi nal destinations 
South Sudanese returning from Sudan often struggle to fi nd the means to reach fi nal 
destinations in the country. 

About 200 South Sudanese 
having returned from Sudan 
were tracked to fi nal destina-
tions over the week, keeping 
with the low rates of return 
of the past months. Close 
to half this number reached 
Juba from Renk in Upper 
Nile  on 7 March by commer-
cial barge. For 90 per cent of 
the group travelling, Juba 
constituted their fi nal desti-
nation, while the remainder 
continued to Yei and Torit 
in Greater Equatoria. The 
group of returnees reported 
that the journey was paid for 
by relatives in Juba. 

Travelling by commer-
cial barge is beyond 
the fi nancial means of 
many returnees, with the 
cost varying from 3,000 to 7,000 South Sudanese pounds (or about $950 to $2,215), 
depending on the size of the family and amount of luggage. A lack of fi nancial means 
is one of the reasons why 20,000 returnees are stranded in transit sites in Renk, some 
of whom have been unable to move on for over a year. A lack of transport assistance is 
another reason that returnees are stranded in Renk.

Humanitarian fi nancing
Underfunded appeal prevents vital prepositioning ahead of rains  

The humanitarian appeal is currently only 6.8 per 
cent funded, restricting the ability of aid agencies to 
provide lifesaving assistance to 3.3 million people in 
South Sudan. The Consolidated Appeal 2013 seeks 
to raise US$1.16 billion, but has only secured fund-
ing of 79 million so far. At the same time in 2012, the 
appeal was 19 per cent funded. 

Without adequate funding in the short term, there 
will be delays to timely assistance and prepositioning 
of aid ahead of the rainy season around May, when 
access to 60 per cent of the country is cut off. 

Just over 8,000 people 
have returned from 
Sudan since the 
start of 2013. 

A lack of fi nancial 
means is one of the 
reasons why 20,000 
returnees are stranded 
in transit sites in Renk, 
some of whom have 
been unable to move 
on for over a year.

Consolidated Appeal

FUNDING

1.16 billion
requested (US$)

79 million
received (US$)

6.8% funded

Source: Financial Tracking Service, 
as of 10 March 2013.

This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

Funding status of Consolidated Appeal (FTS)

6.8% 
funded

93.2% 
unfunded

$351 
needed per person

Returns (per 100,000) to South Sudan, February 2007 - January 2013 (ERS).


