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Highlights:  
• A framework agreement was initialed by South Sudan and Sudan in Addis Ababa ensuring free 

movement and residence of their nationals in one another’s territory. An agreement was also initialed on 
the demarcation of the common boundary. 

• Multiple inter-communal attacks were carried out simultaneously on cattle camps in areas bordering South 
Sudan and Ethiopia. 

• The national army signed an agreement with the United Nations on 12 March to remove children from 
its ranks. 

 
15 March 2012 

 
I. Situation overview  
 
Humanitarian partners are focused on Jonglei State, where heavy inter-communal attacks broke out on 9 March 
in areas bordering South Sudan and Ethiopia, and where a much-anticipated disarmament campaign began on 
12 March. Also of concern to the humanitarian community is the forced recruitment of over 40 national aid 
workers in Agok between 12 and 15 March, of whom two have not yet been released. Partners continue to 
respond to multiple ongoing humanitarian emergencies across South Sudan, while simultaneously working to 
preposition emergency supplies in hard-to-reach areas before the rainy season begins in April/May.  
 
In a positive political development, an agreement was initialed by the governments of South Sudan and Sudan in 
Addis Ababa on 13 March to allow for nationals of each state to enjoy freedom of residence, freedom of 
movement, freedom to undertake economic activity and freedom to acquire and dispose property in accordance 
with each country's laws, in the other state. An agreement was also initialed to establish institutional mechanisms 
responsible for overseeing and carrying out the demarcation of the border area between the two countries. The 
two Presidents agreed to meet at a summit in Juba in the coming weeks to sign the agreements. 
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Large-scale cattle raids in Upper Nile and Jonglei states  
Multiple inter-communal attacks occurred on 9 March simultaneously on several cattle camps located in Akobo 
County in Jonglei, the Wanding area in Upper Nile, and several camps in Ethiopia, according to local authorities. 
While most of the affected areas are reported to be located in Ethiopia, local authorities in South Sudan say that 
tens of thousands of people fled to Wanding town from the surrounding affected areas following the attacks. Many 
affected people from Akobo have now reportedly begun to make their way home. As of 15 March, 75 patients had 
arrived at the hospital in Akobo, including 65 with gunshot wounds. Family tracing for 14 unaccompanied children 
found in Wanding is ongoing. Thirteen boats have been used by partners on the ground to evacuate patients from 
Wanding to Akobo hospital. Additional medical supplies and three extra medical staff were flown to Akobo on  
13 March. An inter-agency humanitarian assessment visited Akobo from 15-16 March, with findings due shortly. 
 
Jonglei disarmament underway 
The President of South Sudan, Salva Kiir, launched a Jonglei civilian disarmament campaign in Bor town on  
12 March. The exercise sets out to disarm civilians in the state, following the latest spate of inter-communal 
violence, which broke out in late December 2011. The first phase of the exercise is planned to be voluntary. 
However, the humanitarian community is concerned that disarmament has the potential to be derailed because of 
the cattle-raiding in Akobo and Wanding last weekend. The exercise is progressing relatively peacefully so far, 
according to partners on the ground. The UN peacekeeping mission, UNMISS, reported more than 4,000 
weapons were collected in the first days of the process. 
 
15,000 people estimated to have fled to Ethiopia from Jonglei 
An estimated 15,000 people have fled to western Ethiopia from Jonglei State since mid-February, according to 
the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR. The majority of people who have crossed into Ethiopia are women, children 
and elderly people from Akobo County, the refugee agency reports. Many of them say they were displaced for 
weeks in Jonglei before they managed to reach Ethiopia. The new arrivals are settling around the border town of 
Matar in the Gambella region, some 500 kilometres west of the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa. Most are living in 
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makeshift huts, according to protection partners. UNHCR is concerned at the possibility of further displacement 
following the fresh inter-communal attacks on 9 March in Jonglei and Upper Nile. 
 
Aid workers caught up in forcible recruitment in Agok 
Over 40 national NGO staff members were abducted in the Agok area over 12-15 March following the start of a 
forced recruitment drive by apparent security forces late on 12 March. At least two humanitarian premises were 
also targeted during the drive and one NGO staff member beaten. In response to the reports, local authorities, 
and the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission in Agok and in Juba moved quickly to urge the security forces to 
release the NGO personnel and respect humanitarian facilities. All but two NGO staff were released by 15 March, 
with authorities following up to locate the two still missing. Humanitarian organisations in the area are working to 
ensure national NGO staff have NGO identity cards, t-shirts or other emblems with them at all times. The forced 
recruitment raises serious concerns over the protection of humanitarian partners, and also of humanitarian space 
and non-interference in humanitarian work.   
 
National army signs agreement with UN to release children 
The Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army (SPLA) signed an action 
plan with the United Nations on 
12 March in which it committed 
to releasing all children from its 
ranks and ensuring that all 
militias being incorporated into 
the national army are child-free. 
The plan ensures that a 
transparent system is in place for 
disciplinary action against those 
in command, who recruit children 
within the national army. It also 
improves communication among 
commanders to ensure that the 
recruitment of children is stopped 
and the responsibility for their 
protection is understood at all 
levels. The action plan was 
signed in the presence of the UN 
Special Representative of the 
Secretary General for Children 
and Armed Conflict, Radhika 
Coomaraswamy, who is visiting South Sudan from 11-17 March. The senior UN official noted that implementation 
of the agreement is key in order for it to make a real difference to children. 
 
Humanitarian assistance continues to over 16,000 refugees in Yida 
Protection partners remain concerned about the security of over 16,000 Sudanese refugees in Unity State’s Yida 
and the need to maintain the civilian character of the refugee settlement, as tensions build at the border with 
Sudan. Partners continue to advocate for the relocation of the refugees to areas further from insecure border 
areas. Since the completion of a Level 2 detailed registration at the end of February, some 800 refugees more are 
reported to have arrived in Yida. Procedures are being finalized for continuous registration of the refugees and 
relocation mechanisms. 
 
In Pariang, close to 1,500 students are registered and receiving education support. To alleviate overcrowding, 
classes will be conducted in long houses built by humanitarian partners. Preparations are underway to make a 
more permanent school building available by the start of the school year, when the temporarily-used school will 
need to be vacated. In Nyeel, livelihoods activities continue, and households have received pick-axes for 
agricultural use and families have begun to plant gardens. In Yida, protection partners will establish a  
multi-purpose women’s centre for a range of activities including reproductive healthcare, antenatal care and 
awareness-raising. Meanwhile, aid workers and chiefs in Yida are training refugees in community-based security 
issues. Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) activities continue in all three sites, and some 30 hygiene 
promotion workers have been trained in Nyeel. 

Special Representative renews agreement with SPLA to end child recruitment. 
Photo: UN Photo/Isaac Billy
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Water improvements set for refugee sites in Upper Nile 
The humanitarian community is straining to support 80,000 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State who have 
arrived in Upper Nile State’s Maban County since last November. The water and sanitation conditions at the Doro 
and Jammam refugee sites, where the majority of refugees are located, remain key humanitarian concerns, and 
partners are working to improve WASH facilities. Water provision at the Doro site is currently 7.8 litres per person 
per day, while in Jammam it stands at 6.5 litres per person per day. Both sites are below the average standard of 
15 litres. WASH partners have started a water treatment project in Doro to replace the temporary system with a 
more permanent one; water will be piped from the river to the Doro site, instead of being trucked from outside. 
The river used for the water treatment project in Doro has dried up quickly, however, the loss is compensated by 
a successful well recently drilled which was motorized by WASH partners. In addition, a larger drilling rig is on its 
way to Maban. Once this is in place in Jamman, water provision at the sites is expected to improve substantially.  
 

Partners also continue to strengthen 
medical services for refugees in Maban, 
with new durable clinic structures set up 
in Doro and another between the two 
refugee sites in Jammam. As part of 
contingency planning, health partners 
are bringing cholera kits to each 
location. Education activities are also a 
key part of the humanitarian response. 
In Doro, more than 6,000 primary 
school students have been registered. 
To provide education for them, the ten 
child-friendly spaces which have been 
constructed will also be used as 
temporary learning spaces, with plans 
in place to establish an additional 12. 
Furthermore, 50 volunteer teachers 
have been trained. In Jammam, the 
building of three child-friendly spaces 
will begin next week.  
 

Demining resumes in Abyei  
Demining operations led by the UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) in Abyei resumed following a temporary 
suspension. UNMAS will verify that roads de-mined by independent contractors are safe for travel. Demining 
teams are currently working on the road from Dokura to Marial Achak. The clearing of landmines and unexploded 
ordnance is essential to the safe return of the estimated 110,000 people displaced from Abyei, and obtaining 
security clearance for humanitarian agencies to work in the area. 
 
III. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Trains carrying 2,300 returnees arrive safely in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
Two trains carrying some 2,300 returnees from Sudan to Greater Bahr el Ghazal arrived in Aweil on 15 March in 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal State. Some returnees bound for Northern Bahr el Ghazal were to disembark before the 
train proceeded to Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal. The trains were delayed in Sudan’s Babanusa until 11 March 
awaiting luggage and maintenance carriages, as well as a security escort to the South Sudanese border.  
 
IOM-organized movements of returnees from Renk in Upper Nile State recommenced during the week, with 350 
of an anticipated 1,500 people departing by road to Malakal and by barge to Unity State. A further 1,500 people 
are expected to be supported with travel by barge to Juba and then by road to Greater Bahr el Ghazal in the 
coming weeks. In Sudan, some 1,700 vulnerable returnees have been verified for air transportation from 
Khartoum and Kosti. They are set to depart in the coming weeks. Humanitarian partners are reviewing requests to 
facilitate the return of South Sudanese in Egypt, as well as some 700 South Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia who 
are ready to return. The Minister of Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Management informed the National 

Water pipes being installed at the Nyeel refugee site in Upper Nile State.  
Photo: UNHCR/ A.Coseac 
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Contact Information:  
This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan office in collaboration with humanitarian partners. If you have inputs for the 
next edition, or questions/comments on the current issue, please contact: ochasouthsudan@un.org 

Legislative Assembly about the approved the release of 50 million South Sudanese pounds (approximately 
US$18.7 million) to repatriate South Sudanese from Sudan.  
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei

Western 
Equatoria

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals 
7-13 March 115 0 87 140 166 0 0 0 0 0 508 
Previous 
Total 60,057 87,634 33,253 69,799 21,503 17,402 21,034 2,270 42,594 11,700 367,246 
Updated 
Total 60,172 87,634 33,340 69,939 21,669 17,402 21,034 2,270 42,594 11,700 367,754 
Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,322 32,080 16,894 23,499 7,937 15,631 16,090 1,548 26,522 9,886 175,409 
Spontaneous 19,700 55,554 7,189 45,049 13,732 1,501 4,914 673 16,072 1,814 166,198 
Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 13 March 2012. 
 
Agreement initialed between South Sudan and Sudan on status of nationals  
A preliminary agreement was initialed on 13 March between the governments of South Sudan and Sudan on 
nationality and the status of citizens in each other’s countries. The agreement, facilitated by the African Union 
High Level Panel, guarantees the freedom to reside, move, undertake economic activity, and acquire or dispose 
of property for nationals of each state in each other’s territories. A more detailed agreement will be developed in 
the near future, to outline the technical details and implementation of these measures, will be the responsibility of 
a joint committee. Documentation of each country’s nationals will also be accelerated. Steps in this regard are 
already being taken, with humanitarian partners training 10 Government of South Sudan staff in documentation 
prior to their deployment to Khartoum. The agreement will be signed by the Presidents of both countries in a 
summit to be held in Juba in the coming weeks. It raises hopes for a less rushed returns process, mainly if the two 
Presidents sign the agreement before the current 8 April deadline. Nonetheless, preparation by humanitarian 
partners remains vital for existing movement processes as well as for the continued possibility of an increased 
influx.   
 
IV. Humanitarian planning and coordination 
 
Common Humanitarian Fund recommends allocation of $44 million 
The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) for South Sudan, which came into operation in February, has 
recommended the allocation of US$44 million from its fund towards humanitarian projects. The decision was 
made by the CHF Advisory Board and endorsed by the Humanitarian Country Team on 9 March, after two days of 
cluster defenses. In accordance with the allocation policy paper, the clusters prioritized urgent logistics projects 
for which there was insufficient funding through recent Central Emergency Relief Fund allocations; and projects 
from the health, nutrition, protection, education, water and sanitation, food security and livelihoods, and NFI and 
emergency shelter clusters, which provide lifesaving services in high-risk areas with high numbers of displaced 
people, refugees and returnees. The funds are expected to be disbursed starting from 23 March. 
 


