
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Over 175,000 people from 

Sudan have sought safety in 

South Sudan. Waterborne 

diseases are still a cause for 

serious concern in refugee 

camps in Upper Nile.  

 Persisting insecurity in 

Jonglei State hampers 

humanitarian access as 

some displaced people arrive 

in Pibor town.  

 Seasonal rains continue as 

response is underway to 

about 260,000 flood-affected 

people in need of human-

itarian assistance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

217 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 167,931 

 

Source: OCHA based on reports   
from local authorities and 
assessment teams. Figures  
as of 30 September 2012. 

 

 

 

Humanitarian access 

remains restricted to 

displaced people in 

Jonglei State due to 

insecurity and season-

al flooding.  

People displaced in Jonglei State due to insecurity.  

  
Situation overview 
Humanitarian organizations continue to respond to emergency needs of refugees in Unity 
and Upper Nile states, which now host over 175,000 people according to the UN Refugee 
Agency, UNHCR. Aid workers are also responding to needs generated by seasonal 
flooding across the country. The situation in Jonglei State remains unpredictable with 
fresh fighting reported between the South Sudan Army, SPLA, and non-state armed 
actors. Humanitarian access to people affected by the clashes remains restricted due to 
ongoing clashes and seasonal flooding. Registration of displaced people arriving in Pibor 
town is underway. 

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
Insecurity generates new humanitarian needs in Jonglei 

Since late August, an intensification 
of hostilities between the South 
Sudan Army and non-state armed 
actors in Jonglei’s Pibor County has 
created new humanitarian needs. 
Specifically, clashes in the towns of 
Gumuruk and Likuangole have ca-
used the towns’ entire populations to 
flee their homes. These people have 
now been displaced in the bush for 
nearly three weeks and seven 
weeks, respectively, with some peo-
ple having begun to arrive in Pibor. In 
addition, a smaller population from 
Kondako village, a few kilometres 
outside of Pibor town, has also left 
the area. Humanitarian actors have 
been unable to reach the displaced 
people in the bush to assess human-
itarian needs or provide assistance.  

Humanitarian actors in Pibor town are working with the South Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) to register internally displaced persons arriving from 
Gumuruk, Kondako and Likuangole. So far, the RRC has registered more than 2,200 
people, all of whom are sheltering with host families. Coordination with the Logistics 
Cluster is underway to move emergency supplies from Bor. A site has also been 
identified by the RRC for the temporary settlement of further displaced people, as the 
host community is unlikely to have sufficient capacity to provide shelter to a larger 
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Incoming flight traffic at the Yida airstrip in Unity. (Logistics Cluster) 
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BASELINE 

Population  (NBS) 8.26 
million 

GDP per 
capita 
(SSNBS) 

 $1,546 

% pop living 
on less than 
$1.25 per day 
(UNDP) 

51% 

Life 
expectancy 
(Health 
Survey 2006) 

42 years 

Under-five 
mortality 
(MoH) 

135/1,000 

<5 global 
acute 
malnutrition 
rate (SSNBS) 

18.1% 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead/Co-lead organization 

Education UNICEF 
Save the 
Children 

Emergency returns 
sector 

IOM 
UNHCR 

Emergency 
telecommunications 

WFP 

Food security & 
livelihoods 

FAO/WFP 
VSF-B 

Health WHO 
GOAL 

Logistics WFP 

Non-food items & 
emergency shelter 

IOM 
World 
Vision 

Nutrition UNICEF 
ACF 

Protection UNHCR 
NRC 

Water, sanitation & 
hygiene 

UNICEF 
Medair 

 

 

 

 

2.4 million 
Food-insecure people targeted 
(4.7 million at risk of food 
insecurity.  

Source: CAP MYR 2012) 

 

number of people. Eight NGOs continue to provide regular humanitarian services and 
assistance in Pibor town, two of them with international staff presence. 

Heavy rains and flooding continue as response is underway 

Seasonal rains and flooding continue to be reported across the country, with 43 of 79 
counties in the 10 states of South Sudan affected to date. The hardest hit areas include 
Jonglei, Lakes, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Unity and Upper Nile states. Over the past 
week, new flooding was reported from Cuibet County in Lakes and Baliet, Nassier and 
Ulang counties in Upper Nile, with thousands of people believed affected. To respond to 
the effects of seasonal rains, flood task forces have been activated in most areas and 
humanitarian assistance is underway. The most pressing needs reported remain house-
hold items, shelter, food, water, sanitation and hygiene. According to inter-agency 
humanitarian assessments, about 260,000 people have been affected by flooding so far, 
requiring emergency assistance. Humanitarian access in affected areas remains a 
challenge, due to weak infrastructure compounded by the heavy rains. Response to flood 
affected people in Pibor County in Jonglei has been delayed due to insecurity. 

Reconstruction and maintenance ensures water availability in Abyei  

Aid workers have made significant efforts to reconstruct and maintain water availability in 
Abyei following the conflict, which broke out in the contested Abyei area in May 2011. In 
Abyei town, four of eight water yards are functioning along with 11 hand pumps, which 
ensure capacity to serve 25,500 people – well beyond the 1,750 people currently 
reported present. However, people still have to walk far to access water due to a lack of 
water networks. South of the Bahr el Arab/River Kiir, seven of eight water yards are 
functioning along with an estimated 120 hand pumps. This ensures capacity to serve 
100,000 people, which meets the needs of the host population and the people displaced 
from Abyei currently residing in the area. North of the Bahr el Arab/River Kiir, 10 of 11 
water yards and over 80 hand pumps are functioning, providing enough water for 90,000 
individuals. These locations are sparsely populated, but the need for safe drinking water 
and water for livestock will increase during the annual migration of Sudanese pastoralists 
through the area, which is expected to commence towards the end of October. Outfitting 
water yards for animal use is ongoing as are assessments to understand how best to 
manage water needs in the months ahead.  

Efforts to improve water, sanitation and hygiene at schools in Agok 

School latrine facilities in Agok continue to show the strain of overcrowding and 
inadequate resources. A number of agencies are addressing water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) needs with regular inputs ranging from the provision of cleaning 
materials to the construction of latrines. The Agok primary school, for example, has over 
4,000 students, most of whom are children displaced from Abyei, and all of the latrines 
need repair. Aid agencies are doing their best to ensure a safe and clean environment, 
but the demands are constant. 

Refugee update 
Aid workers continue to address disease outbreaks in refugee camps  

Following the outbreak of Hepatitis E in refugee settlements in Upper Nile in September, 
health partners continue to conduct active case finding in all four camps for additional 
cases of acute jaundice syndrome (AJS) – one of the main symptoms of Hepatitis E. In 
Jammam camp, which has the highest incidence of AJS, four additional cases have been 
identified. Samples sent to the laboratory for a number of cases have confirmed Hepatitis 
E as the causative agent. Efforts to prevent and control the spread of waterborne disease 
are continuing including provision of soap, adequate clean water and hygiene promotion. 
All suspected cases are immediately referred to health actors for appropriate action. The 
Ministry of Health has reported 928 suspected and confirmed cases of Hepatitis E and 23 
deaths since the disease appeared in May this year. 
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Refugee influx from Sudan’s Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states into 
South Sudan. 

Health situation in Maban refugee camps 

 

Access to clean water remains a priority in Upper Nile camps 

Access to potable water in the refugee camps has improved significantly since July 
according to UNHCR. Three of four camps in Maban County are now above the SPHERE 
standards of 15 litres per person per day. Drilling is ongoing in Yusuf Batil to rapidly 
improve access to clean water. 

UNHCR and partners working in WASH have noted an increase in mortality rates among 
cattle and other livestock, particularly in Yusuf Batil and Gendrassa camps. A mechanism 
to manage animal carcasses and mitigate health and hygiene risks in the refugee camps 
is being developed. The UN Food and Agriculture Organization is fielding a mission to 
Maban to set up a livestock management and vaccination programme. 

Influx continues from Sudan’s Southern Kordofan 

Refugees continue to enter Unity, 
with about 350 new arrivals in the 
past week, a slight decrease from 
the previous week. According to 
UNHCR, about 70 per cent of the 
people arriving are children, and 
most have indicated they had 
come for education as the school 
year is starting and conflict has 
paralyzed the school system. Re-
fugees have also reported contin-
ued insecurity with aerial bombing 
in parts of Southern Kordofan. In 
addition to the new arrivals, 57 
new-borns have been registered 
in Yida. Meanwhile, a process to 
ensure accurate and reliable pop-
ulation statistics has been re-
inforced in Yida. This has led to a 
deactivation of 443 registrations. 
Some 3,500 people were de-
activated in September. 

Malaria (number of cases)
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Acute watery diarrhoea Jaundice (Hep-E)

Week 40: cases in Jammam, Yusuf Batil 

camps still high, while Gendrassa 

declining. No more cases outside camps.

Week 40: Continued decline since 

week 26, as water and sanitation 

activities scale up.

Week 40: In line with national trend, 

the  peak of the malaria season has  

not yet passed.

4- week trend 4- week trend

cases

cases

cases

Week number

REFUGEES 
Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro    43,340 

Gendrassa     13,317 

Jammam    16,205 

Yusuf Batil    36,708 

Total  109,570 

 
Numbers in Unity  

Nyeel        963 

Pariang     1,223 

Yida   63,468 

Total   65,654 

  
Source: UNHCR, figures as of  
14 October 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Ministry of Health / WHO, Weekly Disease Surveillance Bulletin (Week 40) 

Access to safe drinking 

water has improved 

since July in Upper Nile 

camps according to 

UNHCR.   
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ochasouthsudan@un.org 

Disarmament campaign in Yida 

As a search for weapons is underway in Yida for the third consecutive week, UNHCR 
continues to closely monitor the situation, conduct interventions for the release of persons 
who are detained arbitrarily and advocate for the enhanced protection of refugees. 

Airlifts bring emergency supplies to refugees  

The Logistics Cluster is currently responding with helicopter operations to the Yida 
refugee settlement and has brought over 88 metric tons of cargo to humanitarian 
agencies to date. The cluster has deployed one air operations officer to the refugee site 
to coordinate air traffic on the congested airstrip.  

Returns to South Sudan 
Returns continue at limited levels 

About 900 people were tracked en-route heading to their final destination in South Sudan 
from 5-11 October, mainly to Upper Nile, Unity and Western Bahr el Ghazal states. With 
these new arrivals and additional new arrivals retro-actively accounted for, overall returns 
to South Sudan in 2012 have now reached close to 130,000 people according to the 
Emergency Returns Sector. Planning is underway for a barge to travel from Renk to 
Juba, with 1,152 returnees already manifested. Loading of the two luggage barges is 
almost complete and the convoy is expected to depart next week. Flights organized by 
the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) and African Inland Church have been 
delayed due to logistical issues. Flights supported by the Emergency Returns Sector from 
Khartoum for extremely vulnerable returnees have also been delayed. 

Humanitarian assistance to people in transit in Renk is ongoing 

Over 14,400 returnees remain in transit in Renk in Upper Nile and continue to receive 
humanitarian assistance as allocation of land remains unresolved, and while onward 
transport is organized. Medical staff and hygiene, health, and protection monitors will 
accompany the barge going from Renk to Juba later in October, and humanitarian 
partners will also provide drugs and medical staff who will escort it by speedboat. A food 
distribution is planned shortly in Renk, starting with a three week in-transit ration for those 
returnees who will travel by barge to Juba. Some of the food has already arrived and the 
remaining rations are expected to arrive in the coming week. However, access remains 
challenging due to poor road conditions. Additional latrines are being built in the Renk 
transit sites to compensate for those damaged during the rainy season. 

 

Close to 130,000 people 

have returned to South 

Sudan from Sudan since 

January 2012.  

Consol ida ted Appeal  

FUNDING  

1.2 billion  
requested (US$) 

664 million 
received (US$) 

57% funded 
 

Source: Financial Tracking Service 

 

 

 

 

 


