
Situation overview
With increased logistical capacity, partners continued the response to violence-affected 
communities in Dorein, Labrab and Pibor town. An assessment in Gumuruk showed acute 
needs for assistance and protection, and planning for registration and response is under-
way. A US$6 million allocation from the Central Emergency Response Fund will help feed 
up to 60,000 people in Jonglei’s Pibor County for the coming fi ve months. 

On the response to refugees, hepatitis E is on the decline in the four refugee camps in 
Maban, Upper Nile. Unity State’s Nyeel camp will close by the end of August.

Challenges, needs and response
Gumuruk assessment shows acute needs for assistance and protection
The fi ndings of the inter-agency assessment 
team which visited Gumuruk, Jonglei State 
on 29 July showed that there are acute needs 
for assistance and protection in the area, 
following inter-communal clashes around 
Gumuruk and Likuongole between 5 and 17 
July. Aid agencies are using a planning fi g-
ure of 19,000 people in need of assistance, 
and verifi cation of exact fi gures is scheduled 
to begin on 14 August. The most pressing 
needs include food, household items, clean 
water and sanitation facilities. 

Protection is another major concern. There are reportedly around 100 orphaned, unaccom-
panied or separated children among the displaced communities in and around Gumuruk. 
Partners also believe that people in need of medical assistance may still be hiding outside 
the town, for fear of further violence or abuses. 

Based on reports from displaced communities and local authorities, 23 bomas within Pibor 
County were affected by the inter-communal clashes. Local authorities have reported that 
over 300 people were killed in the violence. This fi gure is yet to be formally verifi ed. Another 
over 350 casualties were evacuated from Manyabol to Bor immediately after the clashes 
in July.

For more on humanitarian developments in South Sudan, follow OCHA South Sudan online:
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Displaced women and children in Gumuruk, Jonglei State
(Photo: UN/Perret)

$1.05bn
Funding needed for 
humanitarian action 
in 2013.
(FTS.org, 12 August 2013)

60%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 12 August 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

221,000
Refugees living in 
South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 11 August 2013)

70,114*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 31 July 2013)

230
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 31 July 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of people displaced by violence 
in the country.

People provided with food aid in Pibor County

Location People assisted

Dorein 10,516

Gumuruk 3,800

Labrab 7,166

Pibor 10,859

Total 32,341
Figures as of 12 August 2013 (Source: OCHA)

On the web:

www.unocha.org/south-
sudan/

 
On Facebook:

UNOCHA South Sudan

On Twitter:

@OCHASouthSudan
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Vulnerable 
returnees continue 
to be airlifted from 
Renk to Juba. 

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS

IN JONGLEI STATE

June 2011 to July 2013

June - July 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Gumuruk, Manyabol and

Verthet, Pibor County.

Hundreds are reported killed.

J
u
l-1

1
O

c
t-1

1
J
a
n
-1

2
A

p
r-1

2
J
u
l-1

2
O

c
t-1

2
J
a
n
-1

3
A

p
r-1

3
J
u
l-1

3

August 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Pieri, Uror County, killing 

several hundred civilians.

December ‘11 - January ’12

Inter-communal attack on 

Pibor town. Estimated 600 ppl

killed and more than 170,000

affected by the violence.

March 2012

Disarmament launched in Pibor

County during which human

rights abuses are committed by

security forces.

June - October 2012

Over 220,000 people in Jonglei

State affected by seasonal

flooding.

August 2012

Clashes between South Sudan

armed forces and non-state

armed actors commence in

Pibor and Pochalla counties.

Civilians flee Likuangole.

October - November 2012

Inter-communal tension and 

skirmishes.

February 2013

Inter-communal violence in

Akobo County kills nearly 100

people and affects tens of 

thousands of people.

March 2013

South Sudan armed forces

begin a counter-offensive 

against non-state armed actors.

July 2013

Inter-communal attack on Pibor

County. The number of killed

and affected is not yet known.

April - May 2013

Tens of thousands of civilians

flee key population centres in

Pibor County to escape abuses

by armed actors and violent

clashes.

Access improves and the response

to violence-affected people in Pibor 

County picks up. 

Mid-July 2013

CERF allocates $6 million to response in Jonglei’s Pibor County
The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) approved a $6 million grant to help provide 
emergency food assistance to up to 60,000 people who have been displaced or otherwise 
affected by violence in Jonglei’s Pibor County, as well water, sanitation and hygiene supplies 
and nutrition support. The grant comes in response to calls from humanitarian organizations 
for increased funding for the growing humanitarian operation in Pibor County. Improved ac-
cess is allowing aid agencies to reach people who have been cut off from assistance for 
several months and who urgently need life-saving help.

Casualties of inter-communal violence evacuated from Bor and Twic East 
Following the inter-communal violence in Pibor County in July, there have been increasing 
reports of cattle-raids and clashes in other parts of Jonglei. On 6 and 8 August, clashes were 
reported in Bor and Twic East counties. The number of people killed in the violence is as yet 
unknown. Aid agencies helped evacuate seven people who were wounded in the attacks. 

Three helicopters for food assistance deployed for Pibor response
Three additional helicopters to transport food aid to Pibor County were deployed during the 
week, to ease pressure on the CERF-funded UNHAS helicopters which have so far been 
used for aid delivery to Dorein, Gumuruk, Labrab and Pibor town, as well as medical evacu-
ations and needs assessments. With the additional air capacity it is expected that the fi rst 
round of food distributions in Dorein and Labrab will be completed by 15 August. 

The distribution of food assistance in Pibor town resumed on 7 August after being paused for 
one week due to insecurity. Partners distributed food to around 6,000 people in Pibor during 
the reporting period.

Humanitarian air operations in Pibor County from 1-12 August

Source: Logistics Cluster

Assessment in Guit County, Unity fi nds over 800 people displaced
On 1-2 August an inter-agency team verifi ed over 800 people in Unity State’s Guit County 
who had been displaced by cattle-raiding in July, and assessed their needs. The displaced 
families were found to need food and water, sanitation and hygiene supplies along with 
shelter for the most vulnerable. Partners are mobilizing to respond to the needs identifi ed. 

Returns to South Sudan
Over 100 vulnerable returnees arrive in Aweil
Over 100 vulnerable returnees, including children and elderly and infi rm people, were trans-
ported from Juba to Aweil where they arrived on 10 August. The group had been living in 
Khartoum before travelling to Renk, unable to proceed to their fi nal destinations in Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal. After being airlifted from Renk to Juba, the group was provided with onward 
transport by road to Aweil. The returnees are being housed at the Aweil way station awaiting 
further reintegration assistance. 

Five UNHAS helicopters 
dedicated to Jonglei

Capacity for 10 
rotations per day 

(two per day and helicopter)

622 passengers 
transported 

75 tons of food 
delivered
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Refugee update
Nyeel refugee camp to close by end of August
Following consultations with 
refugees, host communities and 
government authorities, it was de-
cided that the Nyeel refugee camp 
in Unity State will close by the end 
of August. Starting on 17 August, 
the over 1,000 refugees living in 
Nyeel will relocate to Ajuong Thok 
refugee camp. The relocation is 
expected to be completed by 23 
August. Refugees in Nyeel had re-
peatedly expressed their desire to 
move to Ajoung Thok due to regu-
lar fl ooding in their current location. 

Despite the closure of the camp, aid 
organizations will maintain support 
to the clinic and education centers in Nyeel until they are integrated into the government 
structures by the end of the year. Several boreholes remain operational to serve the 
needs of the host community. In addition, relief items such as mosquito nets, jerry cans 
and blankets will be distributed for the benefi t of the host community.

Population in Yida remains mobile
Nearly 80 refugees were registered in Yida during the reporting period, of whom 41 were 
newborns. The majority of new arrivals were from Heban and Al Boram counties in Su-
dan’s South Kordofan State. At the peak of the crisis in June 2012, over 23,000 people 
were registered in Yida in a single month. 

The Yida refugee population continues to be highly mobile. During the week, nearly 270 
refugees were deregistered due to being absent for two consecutive general food distri-
butions. Five refugees were deregistered because they returned to the Nuba Mountains 
in South Kordofan. Deregistration is done to ensure that all refugees receiving assistance 
in the settlement actually reside there.

Refugees in Upper Nile State   Refugees in Unity State

 

New hepatitis E cases in Upper Nile refugee camps hit fi ve-week low

The number of new hepatitis E cases in Maban County, Upper Nile’s four refugee camps 
reached a fi ve week low. In the week ending 28 July, 57 new cases of the disease were 
recorded in addition to one death. The previous week there had been 130 new cases. 
The largest drop was in Doro refugee camp, where the number of cases was 17, down 
from 83 the previous week. 

The 1,000 refugees in 
Nyeel camp will move 
to Ajoung Thok by end 
August.
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Since the outbreak 
of hepatitis E, over 
10,000 cases have 
been recorded in 
Maban County’s four 
refugee camps. 

Refugees moving to Ajoung Thok from Yida refugee settlement. 
(Photo: OCHA)
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118,174

Gendrassa
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Yusuf Batil
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Total

1,036

3,278

69,956

74,250
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Ajoung
Thok
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Total

Figures from UNHCR, as of 11 August 2013. 
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This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

More than 10,000 cases of hepatitis E have been recorded in the Maban refugee camps 
since the outbreak of the disease in July 2012. Some 243 people have died. At the peak 
of the outbreak in Maban in January and February 2013, up to 800 new cases of the 
disease were recorded per week. 

Humanitarian coordination
World Humanitarian Day to be celebrated on 19 August
On 19 August, humanitarian partners all over the world 
will celebrate World Humanitarian Day. This year the 
theme is “The World Needs More…” with aid workers en-
couraged to share their views of what the world needs 
more of. To fi nd out more about this year’s theme, go to 
www.worldhumanitarianday.org. 

World Humanitarian Day was created in 2003 to celebrate 
aid workers and their contributions to improving people’s lives 
around the world. The day marks the anniversary of the attack 
on the United Nations in Baghdad, Iraq on 19 August 2003, 
which killed 22 people and injured over 100.   

Timeline of key seasonal events in South Sudan

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%
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Floods

Hunger gap Main harvestMain harvest
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Dry season Dry seasonMain rainy season

Conflict incidence pattern

Source: FEWS NET/OCHA


