
Situation overview
The response in Pibor County continued, with around 6,000 people in Dorein and Labrab 
reached with food assistance. Partners planned a response to an estimated 19,000 people 
in Gumuruk. In Pibor town, however, food distributions were paused after two civilians were 
killed in a shooting incident.

A new food security outlook forecasted that food insecurity will be at crisis levels in 
violence-affected areas until the end of the year, while it will be low in areas unaffected by 
violence. Returns are on the increase in the Abyei area. Since June 2012, around 16,000 
people have been verifi ed to have returned.

Challenges, needs and response
Aid response continues in Pibor County
The response to the needs of people 
affected by recent inter-communal violence and 
ongoing armed hostilities continued in Jonglei 
State’s Pibor County. According to food partners, 
about 37 and 24 per cent of the total food require-
ments had been delivered to Dorein and Labrab 
respectively by 31 July. 

By the end of July, up to 4,400 people of the 
8,760 so far registered individuals in Dorein had 
received 15 days’ worth of food. In Labrab, over 
1,600 out of around 5,600 affected people so far 
registered were reached with food. Provision of 
household items will resume shortly. The deploy-
ment of additional air assets is expected to ex-
pedite delivery and distribution of food and other 
life-saving supplies in Dorein, Gumuruk, Labrab 
and Pibor town in the coming weeks. 

Response planned in Gumuruk
Another response operation is planned in Gumuruk, following an inter-agency 
assessment on 29 July. Registration will take place next week, following reports from local 
authorities that tens of thousands of people need assistance in the town and the surround-
ing areas. For planning purposes, and pending the results of the verifi cation, partners are 
mobilizing resources to respond to an estimated 19,000 people in the area. 

Food distribution is ongoing to the 3,800 people in Gumuruk  who were registered in June.
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A child greets a helicopter with aid in Labrab, Pibor County 
(Photo: UNHCR).

Civilians line up to be registered for assistance in 
Labrab, Pibor County (Photo: UNHCR).

$1.05bn
Funding needed for 
humanitarian action 
in 2013.
(FTS.org, 5 August 2013)

60%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 5 August 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

221,000
Refugees living in 
South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 5 August 2013)

70,114*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 31 July 2013)

230
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 31 July 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of displaced people due to 
violence in the country.
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Aid distributions paused due to insecurity in Pibor town
In Pibor town, nearly 5,500 people received 30-day food rations during the week. However, 
following the shooting of civilians on 31 July, aid organizations paused distributions pending 
investigations and security guarantees for aid workers and civilians. Protection agencies are 
working with food partners and those responsible for protection of civilians to put additional 
measures in place to ensure the safety of vulnerable people. 

Two women and a child were shot, reportedly by members of the South Sudan armed forces, 
as they were moving to the market area in Pibor town. One woman was killed, and the others 
injured and taken to a clinic in Pibor town. The second woman later died from her injuries.

Thousands of civilians have fl ed the main population centres in Pibor County, largely 
because of fear of abuses by armed forces. Aid agencies called on all parties to respect their 
obligation to protect civilians caught up in the confl ict and urged the government to swiftly 
investigate this crime and to bring the perpetrators to justice. 

Food security outlook predicts crisis levels in violence-affected areas 
The Famine Early Warning System Network (FEWS NET) outlook for July to December 2013 
projected that food insecurity in areas affected by violence, in particular in Pibor County, will 
remain at crisis levels until the end of the year. Outside violence-affected areas, it predicted 
that food insecurity will be low.  

Between July and September - the lean season - a number of counties will be in crisis. How-
ever, starting in October, the food security is forecasted to improve due to the harvest, with 
only a few counties in Jonglei State remaining in crisis phase. 

Despite an erratic start to the rains in parts of the north and southeast of the country, the 
June to October rainy season is now well underway. Rainfall is generally average to above 
average and near-average rainfall is likely for the peak of the rainy season.

During the lean season, typically from May to August, the outlook noted that prices of staple 
foods are generally above the fi ve-year average in most markets across the country due to 
high infl ation and the relatively higher cost of food as a result of the loss of formal access to 
source markets in recent years. 

Prices of staple 
foods are high, due 
to the lean season 
and limited access 
to markets.

 

Estimated food security conditions  (Jul. - Sep. 2013)

DEM. REPUBLIC

OF THE CONGO

CENTRAL

AFRICAN

REPUBLIC

SUDAN

ETHIOPIA

KENYA

UGANDA

East. Equatoria

Warrap

Lakes

Central
Equatoria

West. Equatoria

West. Bahr
el Ghazal Jonglei

Upper
Nile

Unity

N. Bahr 
el Ghazal

Crisis

Stressed

None or minimal

Acute food insecurity

phases:

!
!!

! !
!

! !!
! !

!

!

!

! Would likely to be worse without

current humanitarian assistance

Source: FEWS NET South Sudan Food Security Outlook July-December 2013

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS

IN JONGLEI STATE

June 2011 to July 2013

June - July 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Gumuruk, Manyabol and

Verthet, Pibor County.

Hundreds are reported killed.
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August 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Pieri, Uror County, killing 

several hundred civilians.

December ‘11 - January ’12

Inter-communal attack on 

Pibor town. Estimated 600 ppl

killed and more than 170,000

affected by the violence.

March 2012

Disarmament launched in Pibor

County during which human

rights abuses are committed by

security forces.

June - October 2012

Over 220,000 people in Jonglei

State affected by seasonal

flooding.

August 2012

Clashes between South Sudan

armed forces and non-state

armed actors commence in

Pibor and Pochalla counties.

Civilians flee Likuangole.

October - November 2012

Inter-communal tension and 

skirmishes.

February 2013

Inter-communal violence in

Akobo County kills nearly 100

people and affects tens of 

thousands of people.

March 2013

South Sudan armed forces

begin a counter-offensive 

against non-state armed actors.

July 2013

Inter-communal attack on Pibor

County. The number of killed

and affected is not yet known.

April - May 2013

Tens of thousands of civilians

flee key population centres in

Pibor County to escape abuses

by armed actors and violent

clashes.

Access improves and the response

to violence-affected people in Pibor 

County picks up. 

Mid-July 2013
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Price trends in June 2013 compared to previous months were mixed, thanks in part to 
a better than expected harvest from the 2012/13 planting season. Prices started to de-
cline in areas including Greater Equatoria, following the start of the fi rst harvest there. 
However, prices in the states bordering Sudan increased since March due to lean-season 
trends and reduced informal trade with Sudan. 

Returns on the increase in Abyei 
An Abyei return tracking report for June and July showed that about 16,000 people have 
been verifi ed as having returned to Abyei since June 2012. This represents an increase 
of some 6,000 people since October 2012. While the verifi cation process did not capture 
returns in and around Agok in the south of the Abyei area, food partners monthly reg-
istration records suggest that another between 5,000 and 8,000 people have returned 
to those areas. Overall, partners estimate that up to 60,000 of the over 100,000 people 
displaced from Abyei in May 2011 have returned. 

According to the verifi cation report, there are around 3,500 people living in Abyei town. 
Aid organizations have been responding to the needs of those who have returned to 
their homes, including by providing communities with seeds, tools and non-food items 
to strengthen their resilience. Meanwhile, education partners reported that school enroll-
ment in Abyei town is much lower than anticipated. Although a number of schools in town 
have been rehabilitated, few classrooms are full due to uncertainties about the future of 
the region. The Abyei Hospital continues to function though not at pre-crisis levels, leav-
ing the hospital in  Agok as the only one that can meet needs beyond those served by 
primary health clinics. Health partners have completed renovations of the Abyei Hospital. 

Rains disrupt land allocation in Northern Bahr El Ghazal 
Local authorities in 
Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal have made 
access to residential 
and agricultural land a 
priority in their strategy 
to reintegrate return-
ees and help settle 
the around 26,000 dis-
placed people in the 
state, whose status is 
still under discussions 
among local authori-
ties and aid agencies. 

While there has been 
progress on the allo-
cation of land, demar-
cation and survey of 
the plots still require more work. During the reporting period, the demarcation process 
was postponed due to rains. Partners continued to provide assistance to these vulner-
able communities pending fi nalization of the land allocation. 

Tetanus vaccination campaign launched in Warrap
Health partners, in collaboration with the State Ministry of Health in Warrap State, 
launched a campaign for the second round of the Maternal Neonatal Tetanus Elimina-
tion (MNTE) targeting around 317,000 women between 15-45 years old. Vaccines have 
already been procured and are suffi cient to cover all counties, including the Abyei area. 
The vaccination campaign started on 1 August and is expected to be completed on 7 
August. By 3 August, over 36,000 women had been vaccinated.
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Demarcation and sur-
veying of plots of land 
allocated to displaced 
and returnees delayed 
in Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal.

South Sudan is among 
31 countries worldwide 
where tetanus is a 
major health problem.

Locations of displaced people in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, whose status is yet to be 
determined. Source: OCHA.
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Assistance to refugees 
arriving in Upper Nile 
State from Sudan’s 
South Kordofan has 
begun.

This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

As of November 2012, South Sudan was among 31 countries where tetanus is a major 
public health problem. According to WHO, tetanus is caused by bacteria which is com-
monly found in dead tissues. The bacteria produce a toxin that affects the nerves that 
control muscles. The disease can affect people of all ages; however it is common and 
serious in new-born babies and can be lethal within a short time-span. 

Refugee update
Aid agencies respond to new arrivals in Upper Nile  
Partners continued to respond to the needs of refugees in Upper Nile State. About 220 
new arrivals from South Kordofan were registered in Lelo and some 360 individuals in Ko-
dok. The majority of the refugees registered in Kodok are reportedly children and women.  
According to partners, the status of this group is yet to be determined but aid agencies 
have begun to respond to the most pressing needs for food, health care and household 
items. Partners also vaccinated children and women in Lelo and Kodok, and provided 
additional medical and nutritional supplies and referrals of severe cases. 

Nearly 150 people newly registered in Yida, Unity State

Over the course of the week, 142 new residents were registered in Yida refugee settle-
ment, 51 of whom were newborns. About 80 per cent of new arrivals were minors. The 
majority of the new arrivals are from Sudan’s South Kordofan, where confl ict has been 
ongoing since June 2011. 

Another nearly 190 people were transferred from Yida to Ajoung Thok. As of 2 August, 
3,210 people were living in Ajoung Thok. 

Refugees in Upper Nile State   Refugees in Unity State

Returns to South Sudan
ReReturnees assisted to reach Juba and Wau 
During the week, aid agencies fl ew 17 vulnerable returnees from Malakal to Juba, their 
fi nal destination. Some 120 individuals who had been stranded on their journey to re-
turn to South Sudan from South Darfur, were assisted to reach Wau in Western Bahr el 
Ghazal. 

Other stranded returnees are travelling from Renk to Malakal, Upper Nile, on commer-
cial barges or by bus. Around 100 people departed Renk on 1 August, and another 100 
people were registered in Malakal.  

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households 
using improved 
sanitation (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%

16,581
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38,083

45,714

118,338
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Yusuf Batil
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Total

1,036

3,210

70,180

74,426
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Total

Source: UNHCR, fi gures as of 4 August 2013


