
 BASELINE 
 INDICATORS

Population (2008) 
(NBS) 8.26m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households 
using improved 
sanitation (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%
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HIGHLIGHTS
• Tension is high in Abyei after 

killing of a senior traditional 
leader. Aid agencies are moni-
toring closely for humanitarian 
implications. 

• Civilians are displaced in 
southern Jonglei State 
following clashes in Maruwa 
Hills between South Sudan 
army and non-state actors.

• Meningitis outbreak is declared 
in Upper Nile State, with 73 
reported cases and three 
deaths. Partners prepare to 
vaccinate over 150,000 people.  

• Water and sanitation partners 
scale up programmes in Yida 
refugee site to avoid spike in 
waterborne diseases. 

Situation overview
Inter-communal tension ran high in the contested Abyei area following the killing of a senior 
traditional leader. The incident underscored concerns about the safety and protection of 
civilians in the area. 

People were displaced from Maruwa Hills and Boma town in Jonglei State following clash-
es between the South Sudan army and non-state armed actors. The capacity of health 
agencies in the area was stretched after several organizations temporarily withdrew their 
staff from insecure locations. 

A meningitis outbreak was declared in Malakal County, Upper Nile State. As of 5 May, there 
were 73 reported cases, with three deaths. Partners are planning to vaccinate over 150,000 
people in the area. Water and sanitation partners were stepping up their programmes in 
Yida refugee settlement, Unity State, to contain the increased risk of waterborne diseases 
during the rainy season. 

Aid agencies have revised the planning fi gures for humanitarian action in South Sudan, 
lowering the number of anticipated refugees, returnees and displaced people.  

Challenges, needs and response
Violence in Abyei underscores concerns about security
Tensions were high in the 
Abyei area following the 
killing of a senior tradition-
al leader and a UN peace-
keeper travelling in a UN 
peacekeeping convoy on 
4 May.

The UN Interim Security 
Force for Abyei (UNISFA) 
said in a statement that on 
5 May a group of youths 
who arrived from Agok 
burnt down the market and 
mosque in Abyei town, 
with no civilian casualties 
reported. While there have 
been no reports of major 
displacement of civilians 
following the violence, aid 
organizations are monitoring the situation closely. 
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Women in health clinic in Abayok, Upper Nile (UNMISS/Perret).

UN peacekeeping patrol in Abyei town (OCHA).
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The Governments of South Sudan and Sudan have condemned the killing and called for 
restraint, stating that those responsible will be held accountable. 

Perceptions of insecurity has been one of the reasons for the slow pace of returns of the tens 
of thousands of people who remain displaced after the 2011 hostilities in Abyei. The current 
tension underscores communities’ concern for their safety and aid agencies’ worries about 
protection of civilians in the Abyei area.

Aid agencies seek to improve access to Abyei
Unrelated to the events in Abyei on 4 May, at the end of April the United Nations in Sudan 
authorized its personnel to access Abyei by any means of travel available to the UN to 
maintain aid operations in the area. The authorization includes travel through neighbouring 
countries such as South Sudan. Access to Abyei from Sudan has been severely restricted for 
humanitarian organizations, apart from one high-level visit in January 2013. 

Clashes displace civilians in southern Jonglei
Civilians in southern Jonglei State were displaced by clashes between the South Sudan 
army and non-state armed actors during the reporting period. Fighting in Maruwa Hills, which 
started on 28 April and was ongoing at the end of the reporting period, caused people there 
to  fl ee their homes. A large proportion of the residents of Boma town also fl ed, fearing that 
violence would spread. The full scale of displacement is not yet clear. 

The clashes in Maruwa Hills further deteriorated humanitarian access in Jonglei. Travel on 
all the main access routes between Pibor and other population centres in the state is con-
strained due to insecurity or logistical obstacles, impeding humanitarian operations. 

Aid agencies leave Boma due to insecurity
Aid agencies in Boma have temporarily relocated their staff, due to heightened tension. This 
has had a serious impact on the availability of health services in the area – health partners 
estimate that half the surgical capacity in Jonglei State has been lost due to insecurity since 
mid-March. 

Consolidated Appeal

FUNDING

1.16 billion
requested (US$)

449 million
received (US$)

39% funded

Source: Financial Tracking Service, 
as of 5 May 2013.

 FIGURES 2013
Violence-related 
incidents  136

Number of newly 
displaced people 14,913

Source: OCHA based on reports 
from local authorities and 
assessment teams. Figures 
as of 30 April 2013.
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In Pibor, health partners are over-stretched as displaced civilians, including children, have 
started to return to the town. Some have old gunshot wounds and have to be evacuated 
for surgery, indicating that people have been in the bush, unable to access life-saving 
services. 

Meningitis outbreak declared in Upper Nile State
On 30 April, the Ministry of Health 
declared an outbreak of meningitis in 
Malakal County, Upper Nile State. As of 
5 May, 73 cases had been reported, with 
three related deaths. Those who have 
contracted the disease have been be-
tween four and 20 years old.

Health partners are mobilizing to 
carry out a vaccination campaign 
targeting over 150,000 people, out of the 
220,000 living in Malakal County. 

A community outreach campaign 
will also be rolled out, to increase 
communities’ awareness of meningitis 
and help identify new cases as early as 
possible. Partners are boosting capacity 
at the Malakal hospital, including by establishing an isolation ward, and are monitoring 
neighbouring counties for an eventual further spread of the outbreak. 

Refugee update 
Water, sanitation and hygiene partners step up programmes in Yida
Aid organizations have stepped up their programmes to tackle concerns about the 
water and sanitation situation in Yida refugee settlement, Unity State, ahead of the rainy 
season. To prevent the spread of waterborne diseases such as acute watery diarrhea 
and hepatitis E, aid organizations are drilling three additional boreholes to improve water 
access for the refugees, and are closing the sanitation gap by constructing 1,000 new 
latrines. 

Partners have also pre-positioned water and sanitation items in Yida to ensure a steady 
source of supplies during the rains. These activities will be coupled with outreach among 
refugee communities to promote good hygiene practices. Water, sanitation and hygiene 
partners will reach out to donors in the coming weeks to mobilize the fi nancial support 
needed to sustain these efforts. 

Refugee arrival trends between January 2011 and April 2013

REFUGEES
Numbers in Upper Nile

Doro 45,472

Gendrassa 16,152

Jamam 16,994

Yusuf Batil 37,867

Total 116,485

Numbers in Unity

Ajoung Thok 223

Nyeel 963

Pariang 763

Yida 71,526

Total 73,275
 Source: UNHCR, fi gures as of

 5 May 2013.

Over 150,000 people 
in Malakal County tar-
getted by vaccination 
campaign following 
meningitis outbreak. 

Aid agencies step up 
water and sanitation 
programmes to contain 
risk of waterborne 
diseases in Yida be-
fore the rains. 
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Another 700 returnees 
from Renk were 
transported to fi nal 
destinations across 
South Sudan. 

Partners lower the 
planning fi gures for the 
humanitarian response 
in the second half of 
2013.

This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

Returns to South Sudan
Airlift of Renk returnees continues
The airlift of returnees stranded in Renk continued over the week. Almost 700 people 
were transported by road to Malakal and then airlifted to destinations in the Greater Bahr 
el Ghazal region. They then received transport assistance by road to reach their fi nal 
destinations. 

Currently, around 80 returnees are staying at the Malakal way station to guard luggage. 
This is down from 1,300 people in late March 2013, signifi cantly easing congestion and 
improving humanitarian conditions at the way station. 

Humanitarian coordination
Partners planning for changing needs in South Sudan
The humanitarian community in South Sudan is in the middle of reviewing its an-
nual plan for humanitarian action in the country. As part of the mid-year review of the 
consolidated appeal (CAP) for 2013, partners are looking at the changing humanitarian 
context in South Sudan to ensure that programmes are evidence-based and target the 
most pressing needs. 

Partners have revised several of the central planning fi gures for the appeal downwards, in 
view of how the humanitarian situation has developed in the fi rst four months of the year. 
The fl ow of refugees and returnees into South Sudan has been slower than anticipated 
and despite violence in Jonglei State, the rate of internal displacement has also been 
lower than in 2011 and 2012. As a result, food partners also estimate that the number 
of people targeted with food assistance will be somewhat lower than anticipated at the 
beginning of the year. 

The mid-year review of South Sudan’s CAP will be launched in mid-June 2013. To read 
the CAP for 2013, visit: http://www.unocha.org/cap/appeals/consolidated-appeal-south-
sudan-2013

Revised planning fi gures for humanitarian action in 2013
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