
Situation overview
• Over 55,000 people were reached with food assistance in four locations in Pibor 

County. Some 3,800 families have received household items and clean water. 

• Around 27,000 people needed assistance due to fl ooding in Northern Bahr el Ghazal, 
Unity, Upper Nile, Warrap and Western Bahr el Ghazal states.  

• The number of returnees in Renk, Upper Nile dropped to 11,900 following a biometric 
registration. Thirty-seven per cent of the returnees are willing to take part in upcoming 
movements to fi nal destinations.

• Protection projects were only 22 per cent funded, forcing partners to reduce targets 
and narrow the geographic focus of programmes. 

Challenges, needs and response
Over 55,000 people reached with food in Pibor County
As of the end of August aid agencies had 
provided food to over 55,000 people in Jon-
glei’s Pibor County, and household items and 
access to clean water had been provided 
to some 3,800 families. In Gumuruk alone, 
nearly 14,000  people received 15 days’ food 
rations between 29 August and 1 September. 

Distributions of household items and water, 
sanitation and hygiene supplies are ongoing in Dorein, and will start in Gumuruk once food 
distributions conclude. 

Across Pibor County, close to 75,000 people have been registered for assistance, repre-
senting half of the county’s population as per 2008 census fi gures.

Primary education kicks off in Labrab
Emergency education and recreational activities were provided for around 140 children 
affected by violence in Labrab, Pibor County. Education partners launched emergency 
primary schooling attended by 84 children, including 12 girls, in classes one to four. In ad-
dition, recreational activities were provided to some 56 children. 

Teachers have been identifi ed in the community, and classes began on 31 August. The 
registration of children is ongoing. The next step for partners is to provide textbooks from 
the State Ministry of Education in Bor and psycho-social support and launch an awareness 
campaign on lifesaving messages to children affected by violence and displacement. Joint 
monitoring is ongoing to ensure that learning activities continue. 
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Children affected by violence in Gumuruk, Pibor County 
(Photo: UN/Perret)

$1.07bn
Funding needed for 
humanitarian action 
in 2013.
(FTS.org, 2 Sept. 2013)

60%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 2 Sept. 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

222,000
Refugees living in 
South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 1 Sept. 2013)

131,990*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 31 August 2013)

250
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 31 August 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of people displaced by violence 
in the country.

People reached with food, WASH and NFI in Pibor County 
as of 1 September. 

Location Food (ppl) WASH/NFI (hshlds)
Dorein 12,330 1,270
Gumuruk 13,870 -
Labrab 8,880 2,500
Pibor 21,750 -
Total 56,830 3,770
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Education partners 
are planning to 
extend activites 
to Dorein and 
Gumuruk in 
coming weeks.

The majority of 
fl ood-affected 
people are in 
Warrap State. 

The most urgent 
needs caused by 
fl ooding include 
household items, 
clean water and 
short-term food 
assistance.

Logistical 
constraints are 
preventing partners 
from assessing 
fl ood-related needs 
in Unity.

In the coming weeks, education partners plan to extend their emergency education activities 
to Dorein and Gumuruk, and to Pochalla County. This will include setting up temporary learn-
ing spaces, distributing supplies, providing orientation for teachers on life skills, psychosocial 
support and awareness campaigns.

27,000 people need assistance due to fl ooding 
As of 1 September, aid agencies assessed that 
27,000 people in fi ve states need assistance fol-
lowing fl ooding. Over 17,000 of them are in Warrap 
State. In Unity State logistical constraints have pre-
vented partners from accessing fl ooded areas and 
assessing needs, meaning that the total number of 
people in need could be signifi cantly higher. Reports 
of fl ooding in Jonglei have also come in, but without 
confi rmed numbers of people in need.

In all the states where fl oods have happened so far, 
heavy rains have caused damage to houses, crops and basic infrastructure. Assessment 
fi ndings have shown that the most urgent needs are for household items, clean water, emer-
gency drugs and, in some cases, short-term food assistance to get families through the 
fl ood season. 

Floods in various parts of the country are affecting communities differently. Some people 
who have been displaced have left their homes as a precautionary measure. Aid agencies 
are working to provide assistance in a manner which addresses emergency needs while 
bolstering coping mechanisms and allowing people to return to their homes as quickly as 
possible. For example in Jonglei, fl oods have been reported in Akobo town, but partners on 
the ground estimate that communities are able to cope with the situation without need for 
emergency assistance. 

Areas affected by fl ooding in 2013 as of 1 September 2013. 
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Flood affected population in 2013 (27,000 people)

State Affected pop.
Jonglei Not confi rmed
N. Bahr el Ghazal 6,990
Unity Not confi rmed
Upper Nile 2,130
Warrap 17,300
W. Bahr el Ghazal 600

Flood-affected people, by year. 
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Flooding delays aid delivery in Abyei
In the Abyei area, heavy rain continued to limit road access to locations off primary roads. 
Rains have also delayed the transport of relief items from Agok to Abyei town, including 
close to 10 metric tons of crop and vegetable seeds and hundreds of farming tools for an 
estimated 900 families. Unless other solutions are found, the UN peacekeeping force in 
Abyei (UNISFA) will provide logistics support to aid agencies. 

Heavy rain in South Sudan also led to fl ooding in Agok town, where thousands of Abyei-
displaced people live. Though this area has seen relatively little rain, water levels in 
local rivers have risen above the riverbanks, causing limited damage in the market 
and impacting nearby villages. Aid agencies are monitoring needs, but the situation 
remains stable.

WASH needs caused by fl oods highlight gaps in longer-term activities
Following the inter-agency needs assessment to 
fl ood-affected Maiwut in Upper Nile State, water, sanitation 
and hygiene (WASH) partners launched a response to ur-
gent needs for water purifi cation and hygiene promotion. 

Flooding is a key driver of WASH needs, aggravated by the 
low baseline of water and sanitation services in South Su-
dan. In most rural areas, communities rely on surface water 
for their daily needs and practice open defecation, posing 
serious public health risks. 

Partners have had diffi culty securing funding for pro-
grammes addressing these basic needs in areas with low 
service coverage, with resources primarily channeled to-
wards emergency activities in areas affected by violence, 
displacement of fl ooding. These include southern Upper 
Nile and the tri-state area of Lakes, Unity and Warrap. 

The funding imbalance hampers the ability of humanitarian 
action to boost resilience among communities and lessen 
the need for emergency assistance when events such as 
fl ooding do occur. WASH partners have sought to improve the situation by prioritiz-
ing basic service coverage in under-served areas for funding from the South Sudan 
Common Humanitarian Fund. 

Returns to South Sudan
Number of returnees in Renk drops to 11,900 following registration
During July and August, IOM conducted a 
biometric registration of returnees living in the 
four transit sites in Renk, Upper Nile State. 
Around 11,900 people were registered across 
the four sites. This is a signifi cant decrease from 
the 17,500 returnees previously estimated to be 
living in Renk. 

The drop is largely due to a concerted effort to 
avoid double-counting of returnees who spend 
part of their time in the transit sites and part 
in Renk town. The 1,000 people scheduled to 
travel by barge to their fi nal destinations in mid-
September were also not included in the count.
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Partners struggle to 
secure funding for 
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addressing gaps in 
basic water and 
sanitation services.

REFUGEES
Numbers in Upper Nile

Doro 45,780

Gendrassa 16,737

Kaya 17,957

Yusuf Batil 38,457

Total 118,931

Numbers in Unity

Ajoung Thok 4,441

Yida 70, 083

Total 74,524

UNHCR fi gures as of 1 Sept. 2013. 

7% 
of households use 
improved sanitation 

69% 
of households have 
access to an improved 
drinking water source

$32 million
is still needed for water, 
sanitation and hygiene pro-
grammes in 2013

Sources: South Sudan Household 
Survey, 2010; FTS.org, 2 Sept. 2013

Intention to return to fi nal destinations among 
returnees in Renk. Source: IOM. 
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Protection partners 
are only 22 per cent 
funded, threatening 
GBV programmes and 
protection monitoring 
across the country.

This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

The registration, which was implemented in 
close coordination with community leaders and 
local authorities, also gathered information on 
intention to return, demographics, skills and ed-
ucation. Preliminary fi ndings show that 37 per 
cent of those registered – some 4,400 people – 
are willing to be transported to their fi nal destina-
tions in upcoming movements organized by aid 
agencies. The remaining 63 per cent would not 
like to take part in such movements.  

The intention to return varied widely between the 
different transit sites. In Abajok site, 81 per cent of returnees do not want to be moved. 
Of these, three-quarters stated that Upper Nile State is their place of origin, and saw 
no need for further transportation. By contrast, among the around 2,800 people living 
in Payuer and Mina, over 99 per cent declared that they are willing to be moved to their 
fi nal destinations. 

Humanitarian fi nancing
Protection partners facing major funding gap
With four months left of the year, there are signifi cant 
differences in funding levels between the twelve clus-
ters operating in South Sudan. The Protection Cluster, 
in particular, is facing serious funding challenges. With 
requirements only 22 per cent covered, partners have 
had to scale back targets, including to services for sur-
vivors of gender-based violence (GBV). A lack of re-
sources for outreach and awareness-raising has limited 
the reach and effectiveness of GBV programmes. 

The low funding level has also forced protection part-
ners to narrow their geographic focus to concentrate 
on areas with high level of violence, including Jonglei 
State. This has created major gaps in human rights 
monitoring and reporting in large parts of the country, 
which in turn limits aid agencies ability to help prevent 
protection threats. Despite these challenges, protection 
partners have been able to deliver programmes in ar-
eas such as Abyei and Jonglei, including piloting child 
reunifi cation, promoting land rights and strengthening 
institutions. 

Enabling services, such as emergency telecommunications (ETC), are also seriously 
under-funded. This creates challenges for the scale-up of response in remote areas of 
Jonglei’s Pibor County. 

More broadly, funding imbalances persist between emergency activities, such as food 
assistance, and longer-term activities addressing the basic drivers of needs, including 
livelihoods support. Within the Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL) Cluster, the food 
assistance pipeline is 72 per cent funded, whereas the core pipeline for seeds and tools 
is only 59 per cent funded, even though requirements for food assistance are almost 25 
times higher than those for seeds and tools. Many NGOs providing frontline livelihoods 
services depend on the pipeline for their supplies, which are procured in bulk by the 
pipeline manager, ensuring cost-effectiveness. 

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households using 
improved sanita-
tion (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%

Returns to South Sudan by year, as of 31 July 2013 
(in 1,000s of people). Source: IOM. 

Funding status by cluster, as of 
2 September 2013. Source: FTS.org
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