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Highlights:  

 Cross border attacks break out along the restive border between Sudan and South Sudan putting 
thousands of civilians at risk.  

 A convoy with up to 1,700 South Sudanese returnees was caught up in the border conflict in Southern 
Kordofan. Half of the convoy headed to Renk while the rest are reported to be heading north.  

 The influx of refugees from Sudan into South Sudan continues with 2,000 new arrivals in Upper Nile in the 
past week.  
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I. Situation overview  
 
The security situation along the border with Sudan deteriorated sharply over the week, with reports of aerial and 
ground attacks on 26 and 27 March in the Tishwin and Higlig areas. The Security Council on 27 March issued a 
press statement calling on the governments of Sudan and South Sudan to exercise maximum restraint and 
sustain purposeful dialogue in order to address peacefully the issues that are fuelling mistrust between the two 
countries, including oil issues, violence in the border region, citizenship, and Abyei. The latest upsurge of fighting 
came only a week ahead of a planned presidential summit in Juba to resolve outstanding issues in the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in 2005. 
 
South Sudan is also faced with widespread food insecurity affecting up to half of the population, increasing rates 
of preventable diseases and a continued influx of refugees from Sudan’s Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states. 
The possibility of a mass return movement from Sudan in the near future cannot be ruled out. In Jonglei State, 
tensions remained due to the Government-led disarmament campaign and inter-communal frictions. 
 

II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Fighting erupts along volatile border with Sudan causing casualties and displacement 
The security situation remains unpredictable in Unity State. Reports of bombing and ground fighting in the Tishwin 
and Higlig areas along the border between Sudan’s Southern Kordofan and South Sudan’s Unity states were 
received on 26 March and fighting continued on 27 March including reports of bombing and fighting in Pariang 
County. Over 80 patients have been received in Bentiu and Juba hospitals. Health partners have organized for 
medical supplies to be sent to the Unity State capital Bentiu and an emergency surgical team has also been 
deployed from Malakal. Some displacement from Tishwin and Lalob has been reported in the wake of the fighting. 
The South Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC) and the International Organization for Migration 
(IOM) have registered about 430 individuals who fled to Bentiu and Rubkona towns. A rapid inter-agency 
assessment will be done in coming days to determine needs and required response of displaced people.  
 
Border insecurity underscores concern for refugees’ safety  
Recurrent fighting in disputed areas along the border between Sudan and South Sudan is fuelling concerns about 
the safety of refugees in the nearby Yida settlement. Although the most recent fighting did not result in refugee 
casualties, the UN Refugee Agency remains concerned about the wellbeing of refugees in Unity, and underscores 
the need to maintain the security and civilian character of refugee settlements, and humanitarian access.   

 
Delivery of assistance continued for 18,202 refugees who are registered in Unity State. As of 16 March, an 
additional 1,606 people are reported to have arrived there. New arrivals have been provided with immediate 
emergency rations and 200 newly arrived refugees were reached with 14-day food assistance in Yida. In addition, 
1,250 pregnant and lactating women were provided with nutritious supplementary food commodities. A measles 
vaccination campaign for 335 children in Nyeel, a refugee site further south in Unity, has also been conducted. 
Water capacity has been enhanced through completion of 10 water distribution points, five in the refugee 
settlement and five for the host community. The construction of shelters continued in Nyeel. Humanitarian 
partners also constructed additional latrines and a hand pump in Pariang, with more latrines being built.  
 
More than 85,800 people have fled into South Sudan from Sudan’s Blue Nile State 
The refugee influx to Upper Nile State from Sudan’s Blue Nile is continuing. As of 29 March, 85,809 refugees had 
been registered, with 49,245 people in Doro and 36,564 people in Jammam refugee sites. About 2,000 new 
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Abathok in Abyei is one of the sites where people displaced from Abyei town during fighting 
in 2011 are currently living.                                                                                 Photo: OCHA 

arrivals were registered this week. In Jammam, the majority of refugees are staying at two locations, but it has 
been agreed with the refugee community that refugees will move from flood prone residential areas due to the 
upcoming rainy season. Some refugees have already spontaneously started relocating. A new road to the 
relocation site has been cleared and is passable for vehicles which will make the relocation of the remaining 
population easier. Humanitarian partners estimate that at least 18,000 refugees may relocate before the rains. 
  
In Doro, one borehole has been motorized which has increased capacity and the water supply per person per day 
has increased as a result. Efforts to develop sustained adequate clean water supplies continue with large drilling 
rigs being transported to the area so deep boreholes can be dug. Meanwhile water from present wells is being 
augmented through trucking water from more distant existing boreholes to distribution points.  

 
Protection activities are ongoing in both Jammam and Doro. To strengthen participation and community mobili-
zation  formation of women and youth groups is being facilitated in Doro. These groups will focus on education, 
health promotion, skills trainings and livelihoods. Furthermore, a refugee women’s coordination committee is 
being formed to address issues of particular relevance for women. To improve health services, health partners 
are implementing a tuberculosis and HIV programme and improving the health referral system in Maban County. 
The refugee population will also benefit from a country wide polio campaign and partners will be providing 
logistical support. This campaign coincides with a scheduled measles vaccination program in the camp. 
 
Significant returns to Abyei still to take place although limited numbers have been observed returning  
About 10 months after the military takeover of 
the contested Abyei area triggered the 
displacement of over 110,000 people into 
Agok and South Sudan, the majority of the 
people remain displaced in and outside the 
Abyei area with the bulk of humanitarian 
assistance being provided by South Sudan 
humanitarian partners. About 26 per cent 
(29,400 people) of the 114,600 people dis-
placed from Abyei currently residing in Warrap 
State were reached with food rations since the 
beginning of March. Food distributions were 
subject to several obstacles, including inci-
dents of fighting and cattle raiding as well as a 
shortage of food commodities. Dispatch of 
food commodities to complete distributions is 
currently underway. Humanitarian assistance 
across other sectors has also continued.  
 
The lack of a civilian Abyei Administration, 
the continued presence of security forces and 
the existence of landmines continue to inhibit significant returns. Only limited returns have taken place north of the 
Bahr el Arab/River Kiir. Following reports of people returning to Mulmul, in Abyei town, a rapid inter-agency 
assessment team visited the area on 24 March where about 200 people had returned in recent days. The most 
urgent needs reported include provision of shelter, non-food items, repair and rehabilitation of water points and 
establishment of a temporary health facility at Mulmul primary school.  
 
Tensions remain in Jonglei State as response to conflict affected people continues 
The security situation in Jonglei State was calm but unpredictable over the week with the civilian disarmament 
campaign ongoing. However, comparatively low numbers of weapons have been collected. Reports have been 
received of both the Murle and Lou Nuer communities resisting disarmament by hiding weapons. Humanitarian 
partners are concerned that clashes may break out when the Murle meet with the Lou Nuer youths, as both sides 
are still armed. Meanwhile, the response to people affected by clashes in Wanding earlier in March is set to start 
with 15-day food rations targeting 36,000 people and non-food items for 1,500 households. Emergency drugs for 
the Akobo hospital have also been supplied.  
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High food prices main driver of increasing food insecurity exacerbated by localized conflict 
The results from the February 2012 round of the food security monitoring system show a deterioration in food 
security from October 2011 in the northern states of Western Bahr el Ghazal, Warrap and Unity. The food 
insecure households in the country remain at 50 per cent, or about 4.7 million people. The most food insecure 
states are Western Bahr el Ghazal, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Warrap, Jonglei and Unity where 7 to 37 per cent of 
households are now severely food insecure. The very high price of food is the main driver of food insecurity, with 
prices far above normal, exacerbated by localized conflict, widespread reports of human illness and poor yields in 
2011 that have advanced and extended the hunger gap. Food security is expected to continue to deteriorate as 
the lean season approaches and the rainy season around April impacts physical movement and the functioning of 
markets in many areas. 
 
Humanitarian partners stepping up response efforts after increasing reports of measles 
Measles is endemic in South Sudan, and it is the leading cause of mortality among children in South Sudan. It is 
one of the vaccine preventable diseases, but the measles vaccination coverage in South Sudan is very low. 
Despite significant progress made for the routine immunization in the past five years, thousands of children are at 
risk of contracting the measles infection. Surveillance system continues to improve in terms of completeness and 
timeliness, and the number of measles cases reported from health facilities or community level has increased in 
the past 18 months compared to the previous years. Common risk factors that contribute to the reported increase 
of measles infection include increased population movement, low immunity among returnees and displaced 
people, overcrowding, poor sanitation and hygiene, malnutrition, poor access to health services and low measles 
immunization coverage rate. 
 
Last year, over 1,800 suspected measles cases were recorded across South Sudan, and measles outbreaks 
were confirmed in number of states and counties, mostly those bordering with Sudan. Consequently, follow up 
measles vaccination was conducted and over 1.5 million children were immunized in high risk states. In the first 
three months of 2012, over 310 suspected cases and 15 deaths were recorded across the country. Of the 
suspected cases, 150 cases have been investigated and 35 specimens have been collected for confirmation. Two 
measles outbreaks have been confirmed including Budi and Yambio in February and March respectively, and one 
rubella outbreak in Juba, Central Equatoria in March 2012. Northern Bahr el Ghazal State reported 68 measles 
cases and nine deaths in the past three months, while Central Equatoria reported over 100 measles cases even 
after the measles follow up campaign was conducted in January 2012. The Minister of Health in collaboration with 
the Health Cluster are investigating the increased number of measles cases reported from Juba, Lainya and other 
counties even after the measles vaccination campaign.  

 
The most effective control strategy to reduce measles morbidity and mortality is to ensure that all children below 
15 years receive required doses of measles vaccination either through routine immunization activities or through 
mass measles campaign. The Ministry of Health in collaboration with health cluster partners have taken steps to 
contain the measles outbreaks including follow-up campaigns targeting all states and counties, strengthening 
disease surveillance and case management through capacity building of health workers. In the past 12 weeks, 
measles follow up campaign was implemented in Eastern Equatoria, Lakes and Central Equatoria states, while 
another campaign in Western Equatoria is scheduled for the second week of April. 
 

III. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Returnee convoy caught in border conflict 
Following the announcement of renewed funding for the Government-assisted returns program in the previous 
week, up to 1,700 returnees departed Khartoum by bus destined for Aweil, Wau and Kwajok on 24 March, using 
the volatile El Obeid-Higlig-Bentiu route through Southern Kordofan to Unity State. They reached Higlig, near the 
Unity State border, on 26 March, but were unable to proceed as fighting between the security forces of Sudan and 
South Sudan had erupted further south. The fighting moved towards Higlig and the returnees scattered, with 
unconfirmed reports on 27 March of returnee buses scattered in at least six locations in the area, all within 
Southern Kordofan. The Relief and Rehabilitation Commission in conjunction with the Government of Sudan 
worked to re-group the convoy in Khartoum. Part of the convoy, about 50 vehicles, headed to Renk in Upper Nile 
State. Although these movements are the first sign of increased Government-assisted returns following the 
initialling of the preliminary agreement between the two Governments on the status of nationals in mid-March, the 
incident will likely have an impact on how the process continues and what routes are chosen to transport 
returnees. The initialled agreement raised hopes for a less rushed returns process, although current insecurity on 
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 hotspot locations 

the border reduces the hope that the two Presidents will sign the agreement before the current 8 April deadline for 
South Sudanese to regularize their status in Sudan.  
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei 

Western 
Equatoria 

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals 
20-27 March 185 0 123 538 596 63 64 20 392 38 2,019 

Previous 
Total 60,257 88,016 33,676 70,702 23,049 17,411 21,034 2,277 42,694 11,716 370,832 

Updated 
Total 60,442 88,016 33,799 71,240 23,645 17,474 21,098 2,297 43,086 11,754 372,851 

Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,322 32,462 17,222 24,470 9,701 15,703 16,090 1,575 27,014 9,940 179,499 

Spontaneous 19,970 55,554 7,320 45,379 13,944 1,501 4,978 673 16,072 1,814 167,2005 

Unspecified 15,150 0 9,257 1,391 0 270 30 49 0 0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 27 March 2012. 

 
Barge transports set to restart while vulnerable South Sudanese have returned by air 
The two Governments have agreed to resume barge transport for returnees stranded in Kosti, which would 
increase the rate of return along the Nile corridor again. Initial plans are to move 7,000 from Kosti to their final 
destinations within South Sudan, via Juba, with stops along the way. Manifesting for barge transportation is 
ongoing in Kosti with a first movement scheduled by IOM around mid-April. Air support also continued for very 
vulnerable returnees, with 1,593 of 2,246 people having arrived in Juba, Aweil and Wau by 27 March. IOM is also 
currently loading a barge in Renk to help decongest the transit sites there, with plans to move 1,500 people to 
Juba and then onwards to final destinations from there for those requiring it.  
 
Humanitarian assistance for returnees in transit ongoing 
Humanitarian partners are preparing health, food and water assistance for those returnees affected by the border 
conflict and temporary assistance for those who will transit through Renk. In Bentiu, in Unity State, humanitarian 
partners and the Government have agreed to create a temporary way station for returnees just outside of town in 
anticipation of future returns. Humanitarian agencies will assist in rehabilitating the water and sanitation system, 
constructing temporary shelters, and establishing emergency health and nutrition services. The host community 
will also benefit from the water, sanitation, health and nutrition services. Returnee flows to Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal have also increased over the past week. Food security partners assisted more than 3,700 people in 
several locations between 20 and 26 March.  


