
 BASELINE 
 INDICATORS

Population (2008) 
(NBS) 8.26m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households 
using improved 
sanitation (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%

Situation overview
Some civilians started to return to population centres in Jonglei State, including Pibor, after 
a lull in active hostilities. Another 3,500 displaced people and returnees arrived in Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal. The Hepatitis E outbreak in refugee camps in Unity and Upper Nile states 
which started in mid-2012 and peaked in February 2013 is under control, with the number 
of cases decreasing by the end of the fi rst quarter. Around 1,050 stranded returnees were 
transported by air, boat and road from Upper Nile to fi nal destinations in different states, 
alleviating overcrowding at the Malakal way station.

In political developments, an amnesty offer by the Government of South Sudan to indi-
viduals associated with non-state armed groups was issued on 26 April and was accepted 
by members of at least one armed group operating in Unity State. The declaration could 
improve the security situation in the volatile border area, with a potentially positive impact 
on civilians and humanitarian access. 

Challenges, needs and response
People returning to Pibor town likely to need shelter and household items
Displaced communities have started to return to Pibor town, Jonglei State following a lull 
in the hostilities between the South Sudan army and non-state armed actors. Since 24 
April, commercial activity increased in Pibor market. Many of those returning found their 
homes destroyed or looted, and are likely to need emergency shelter and household items. 
Current stocks of these items in Pibor are suffi cient to help around 5,500 people, and part-
ners are mobilizing additional supplies, including to help people who may return to other 
population centres. These efforts are, however, hampered by the continued closure of the 
Bor-Pibor road for humanitarian travel, due to insecurity. 

Assessment underway after reports of increase in vulnerability in Akobo
An inter-agency assess-
ment to Buore, Dillule 
and Nukta villages in 
Akobo County, Jonglei 
State is underway to look 
into reports of increased 
vulnerability in the area. 
The assessment follows 
several reports of new ar-
rivals in Akobo since the 
last round of registration 
and assistance was con-
ducted in March 2012. 
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HIGHLIGHTS
• Some civilians have started to 

return to population centres in 
Jonglei, including Pibor, after 
a lull in active hostilities and 
will likely need shelter and 
household items.

• Around 3,000 displaced people 
and 500 returnees arrived in 
Northern Bahr el Ghazal after 
clashes in the border area in 
late March. 

• Over 1,000 stranded 
returnees have been 
transported from Upper Nile 
State to destinations across 
South Sudan, easing over-
crowding at the Malakal way 
station. 
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Returnees being airlifted out of Malakal, Upper Nile (UNMISS/Perret).

Woman with a child at a health 
facility in Akobo, Jonglei State 
(UNMISS/Perret).
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Lack of food and income threatens food security in southern Unity 
Following reports about a deterioration in the food security situation in Panyijiar County in 
Unity State, an inter-agency assessment team was deployed to the county on 22-24 April. 
Initial results from the assessment showed that while there is currently no spike in malnutri-
tion among children under fi ve years in main population centres, the situation could be worse 
in rural areas. The team also found that the population of Panyijiar generally has very limited 
access to food and livelihoods, which is likely to worsen during the hunger gap between May 
and August. This food insecurity was aggravated by extensive fl ooding in the area in 2012, 
and cattle-raiding incidents in December 2012.  

Partners are mobilizing to provide food and cash assistance to improve food security in the 
short term, along with seeds, tools and fi shing equipment to strengthen livelihoods. Aid agen-
cies are also advocating with health authorities to improve health capacity in the area. 

New arrivals of displaced and returnees continue in Northern Bahr el Ghazal 
Around 3,000 newly displaced people and 500 returnees arrived in Chalek, Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal, following clashes in late March between the South Sudan police and non-state 
armed groups in the contested border zone. 

An inter-agency assessment carried out from 26-28 April found that there are pressing hu-
manitarian needs among the new arrivals, and aid organizations have already begun to 
provide health assistance and household items. Other identifi ed needs include water and 
sanitation assistance, medical supplies, immunization for children under fi ve, food and liveli-
hoods support and protection monitoring due to tensions over competition for scarce re-
sources in the area. Partners are in the process of registering and verifying the new arrivals, 
to facilitate the humanitarian response. 

Refugee update 
Biometric registration of refugees improves assistance in Maban
Biometric registration and verifi cation of refugees in 
the camps in Maban County, Upper Nile State, began 
in March this year, as a follow-up to work done in 2012, 
and has already improved the delivery of assistance. 
By using fi ngerprints instead of ration cards as the ba-
sis for relief distributions, aid agencies are preventing 
double registration and making sure that assistance 
reaches the right people. The exercise has also result-
ed in credible statistics which help improve planning of 
the humanitarian response. 

Food partners report that the new registration model 
has reduced the time needed for food distributions in 
the larger camps from four to around two days. 

Biometric registration has been rolled out in Jamam 
camp, and was completed in Doro, the largest camp 
in Maban, during the reporting period. It will be rolled 
out in Gendrassa and Yusuf Batil camps in May 2013.

Hepatitis E cases under control by end of fi rst quarter of 2013
According to the Ministry of Health and its partners, the total number of Hepatitis E cases 
reported from refugee camps in South Sudan, as measured by diagnosis of Acute Jaundice 
Syndrome, declined between February – the peak of the outbreak – and early April 2013. 

Since the beginning of the Hepatitis E outbreak in mid-2012, around 9,500 cases have been 
recorded in Maban, Upper Nile State, with around 170 related deaths. In Yida, Unity State, 

Consolidated Appeal

FUNDING

1.16 billion
requested (US$)

431 million
received (US$)

37% funded

Source: Financial Tracking Service, 
as of 28 April 2013. 

 FIGURES 2013
Violence-related 
incidents  130

Number of newly 
displaced people 14,913

Source: OCHA based on reports 
from local authorities and 
assessment teams. Figures 
as of 15 April 2013.
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Biometric registration in Doro camp (OCHA).
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The number of cases 
of Hepatitis E in 
refugee camps was 
brought under control 
by end of fi rst quarter 
2013. 

Partners in Yida are 
stepping up efforts 
to address concerns 
about water and sanita-
tion ahead of rainy 
season. 

Airlift of Malakal and 
Renk returnees sees 
1,050 people airlifted 
to states across South 
Sudan for onward 
travel to their fi nal des-
tinations. 

240 cases have been recorded with 12 related deaths. The fi rst months of 2013 saw an 
upsurge in the disease, with 6,000 reported cases. Since then, the weekly number of 
cases has dropped steadily.

Around 60 per cent of cases during the outbreak were found in Yusuf Batil camp in Ma-
ban, followed by Jamam, Gendrassa and Doro camps. 50 cases were recorded among 
host communities in Maban. The trend in Yida has been uneven, with a slight increase in 
reported cases in March and the fi rst week of April, although the total number of cases 
in Yida remains signifi cantly lower than in Upper Nile. In view of the overall decline in the 
number of cases, health partners consider the outbreak to be under control.

Water and sanitation a concern in Yida ahead of the rainy season
Partners are concerned about the gaps in water and sanitation services in Yida settle-
ment, which could lead to an increase in waterborne diseases during the rainy season. 
March 2013 saw a slight increase in cases of Hepatitis E in the settlement, as measured 
by diagnosed cases of Acute Jaundice Syndrome. Aid organizations working in Yida are 
stepping up preventative measures to avoid further spread of Hepatitis E and are working 
to increase the number of boreholes and latrines in the settlement.

Decongesting Yida would help with efforts to improve the sanitary and health situation. 
Around 150 refugees have moved to the new Ajoung Thok camp, and South Sudanese 
authorities and the UN refugee agency continue engage with refugee communities and 
leaders to explain the benefi ts of relocation.  

Refugees by numbers

Returns to South Sudan 
Over 1,100 stranded returnees airlifted from Upper Nile 
Over the course of the week, the International Organization for Migration (IOM) airlifted 
almost 800 returnees who had been stranded in the Malakal way station in Upper Nile 
State. The returnees were taken to Lakes, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Warrap and Western 
Bahr el Ghazal states, where they will be assisted to continue their travel by road to their 
fi nal destinations. The airlift complemented the transport provided to returnees in Malakal 
by boat and road to fi nal destinations in Unity and Upper Nile states.  

73,823
Number of refugees in Unity State 
as of 28 April 2013, according to 
UNHCR.

116,236
Number of refugees in Upper Nile 
State as of 28 April 2013, accord-
ing to UNHCR.

263,000
New estimate of total number of 
refugees in South Sudan by the 
end of 2013.

9,671
Number of cases of Hepatitis E in 
refugee camps in since mid-2012, 
according to UNHCR and WHO. 
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Airlift of Malakal and 
Renk returnees sees 
1,050 people airlifted to 
states across South Su-
dan for onward travel to 
their fi nal destinations. 

This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

The airlifted returnees were part of the group transported to Malakal from Khartoum by 
the African Inland Church. Of the around 1,300 returnees who arrived in Malakal in mid-
March, around 80 remain in the way station, mainly to oversee returnees’ luggage. The 
move will contribute to improving living conditions at the Malakal way station, which has 
a capacity to host 700 people. 

Around 800 returnees who had been stranded in Renk were also moved by road to Mal-
akal for airlifting to their fi nal destinations, after agreeing to travel with a limited amount 
of luggage. By 28 April, around 250 individuals from this group had been airlifted to the 
Greater Bahr el Ghazal region.

Onward Transport Assistance (OTA)
IOM provides stranded returnees with

onward transportantion assistance to reach
their final destination. IOM provides OTA

by air barge, rail and road
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 returnees airlifted from Malakal 
between 22 and 28 April

Routes for onward transportation for returnees stranded in Renk and Malakal way stations (Source: IOM).


