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Highlights:  
• Following continued inter-communal violence in Jonglei State, humanitarian partners doubled the 

estimated number of affected people to 120,000, many of whom require life-saving assistance.  
• Continued inter-communal attacks were reported in Duk, Nyirol and Akobo counties in Jonglei, with 

insecurity restricting humanitarian assessment of those in need.  
• Humanitarian assistance continues to over 78,000 refugees in Upper Nile and Unity states, displaced 

by ongoing fighting in Sudan’s Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile states. 
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I. Situation overview  

 
Inter-communal attacks continued in Jonglei State, after which humanitarian partners doubled the estimated 
number of people believed to be affected to 120,000; 115,928 are registered as needing assistance. Food 
and other emergency assistance is being provided to many of the affected areas and 47,450 people have 
received food aid so far. While insecurity in central conflict areas of Jonglei has hampered humanitarian 
access, partners have been able to visit Duk Padiet and Duk Payuel in Duk County, with a response to 
these areas beginning on 21 January. Humanitarian partners are also assisting over 24,000 refugees in 
Unity State who have fled fighting in Sudan’s Southern Kordofan, while bombing continued in the Jaw area 
close to Yida refugee camp. In Upper Nile State, relief organizations are providing assistance to refugees in 
Maban County who have fled ongoing fighting in Sudan’s Blue Nile State. Partners on the ground report that 
the humanitarian needs of an estimated 110,000 people displaced by the conflict that broke out in Abyei in 
May 2011 are largely being met.  
 
On the political front, the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee (AJOC) met from 18-19 January in Abyei. The 
committee came to a number of agreements, including advocating for the launch of a joint appeal for 
humanitarian aid, a mechanism for the return of the population to Abyei and setting up a number of 
committees. Also in the political sphere, AU-mediated negotiations between the Governments of South 
Sudan and Sudan began in Addis Ababa on 17 January to discuss unresolved Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement issues.  
 
II. Humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
More aid required as inter-communal violence continues in Jonglei State  
Fighting escalated in late December between the Lou Nuer and Murle communities, causing tens of 
thousands of people to flee their homes in Pibor County. Subsequent retaliatory attacks were carried out on 
communities in Akobo, Uror, Nyirol and Duk counties starting on 28 December. The most recent attack took 
place on 16 January, when 80 people were reportedly killed and 300 houses burnt in Duk Padiet in Duk 
County, according to local authorities. Thirty people were air-lifted to Juba and Bor for medical support. 
Humanitarian partners have registered 16,260 people in need of humanitarian assistance in Duk Padiet and 
food distribution to 7,317 vulnerable people is ongoing. Other reported recent attacks include Wechdeng 
village in Nyirol County on 14 January and Weidang village in Akobo County on 13 January. The 
consequences of the recent reported attacks in Uror and Akobo counties have yet to be verified as the 
security situation remains volatile. Health partners on the ground also reported an increase in malaria rates 
in the conflict-affected areas in the northern half of Jonglei. 
 
Almost 116,000 people in need of humanitarian assistance in Jonglei 
The humanitarian community continues to scale up the response to people affected by the large-scale 
violence in Jonglei. Initial assessments have already taken place in Pibor, Likuangole, Gumuruk, Boma, 
Labrub, Walgak, Dorein and Lyodein. As of 21 January, 115,928 people needing assistance had been 
registered in Pibor town, Likuangole, Gumuruk, Boma, Walgak and Duk Padiet.  
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The coordination hub of the 
response operation in Pibor for the 
southern half of Jonglei is up and 
running, and 16 humanitarian 
organizations are on the ground 
providing assistance. Food 
distribution is ongoing, with over 
29,000 people provided with 15 
days worth of food so far. All people 
registered in Pibor have access to 
medical assistance and clean 
drinking water. The number of 
medical evacuations to Juba has 
reduced in Pibor, likely attributable 
to the re-establishment of an NGO 
medical facility in the town, where 
the number of patients has 
increased from 35 to over 100 per 
day. About five metric tons of water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
equipment arrived by road on 15 January. Five latrines are being constructed and hygiene promotion 
activities are planned to start this week. The outpatient programme for the treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition has been re-established. Over 2,000 children have been included in a blanket supplementary 
feeding programme. In addition, 2,700 non-food item (NFI) kits have been delivered to Pibor, with a convoy 
of a further 2,300 kits pre-positioned in Bor and Panyangor. One temporary learning space has been set up 
in Pibor, benefitting up to 100 children a day. Education partners are concerned about the effect on 
education because two schools are occupied by the military and another school is sheltering affected 
people. 
 
In Likuangole, 10,125 people have received two week’s worth of food aid out of a total 13,634 people 
registered so far. Assessments have taken place in the areas of WASH and education. The WASH 
assessment identified seven boreholes out of ten in need of repair. In addition, latrines and soap are 
required. The education assessment identified a school in need of repair. The most pressing need in 
Likuangole is emergency shelter, as many homes were destroyed when the town was razed in the attacks. 
In Boma, 2,200 people have been registered to date. Present food needs have been met and partners are 
focusing on WASH, NFI and education support. Over 600 hygiene kits were distributed and additional 
WASH supplies have been pre-positioned in the town. Close to 2,000 NFI kits have been pre-positioned. 
Four tents, eight school-in-a-box kits, 11 blackboards and eight recreational kits have reached Boma for 
distribution. In Gumuruk, over 6,000 people have received a two-week supply of food. Food distribution 
continues to those in need. A health team is on the ground and has been screening and referring patients. 
Emergency shelter remains a key need of those affected by the attacks, as the town was badly burnt during 
the violence. 
 
Some of the affected areas south of Pibor have not yet been reached due to inaccessibility. Logistics has 
been identified as a key gap in the response effort, with a shortage of transportation identified as the primary 
obstacle. The World Food Programme (WFP) is studying the feasibility of bringing in its emergency fleet 
from Uganda and the common transport system has been activated. Aid organizations are also mobilizing 
vehicles to send to the affected areas. 
 
Humanitarian partners helping refugees in Upper Nile move to safer areas 
Over 54,000 refugees are reportedly located in Upper Nile State after fleeing ongoing fighting in Sudan’s 
Blue Nile, according to the UN Refugee Agency, UNHCR. During the week, protection partners carried out a 
humanitarian mission to New Guffa, located close to the border with Sudan, to assess reports of some 
25,000 refugees located in the area. The mission reported that partners on the ground and refugee leaders 
now estimate that there are 5,000 refugees in the area. It appeared that earlier reports from community 

(Above: Registration takes place in Pibor town of people affected by inter-communal 
violence. Photo: Sulafa Haffan, Save the Children) 
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leaders included people who had fled the fighting in Blue Nile but who had not crossed the border into South 
Sudan. Humanitarian partners recommend that refugees from New Guffa should be relocated quickly to 
mitigate the threat of cross-border insecurity. Doro and Jammam refugee sites have been proposed as 
alternative locations that are at a safer distance from the Sudan border. Another mission to New Guffa is 
planned to discuss the proposed relocation with the refugee community. Humanitarian partners continued to 
help people at the insecure border area of El Foj move to Jammam. With the planned arrival of additional 
trucks to support the movement, it is expected that the relocation will take less than a month. In line with the 
move, health partners are reducing the hours of the mobile health clinic in El Foj and are increasing the 
capacity of the clinic in Jammam. Partners are also providing medical personnel, an ambulance, and 
protection and community service staff during the move. Protection partners are looking into setting up two 
new additional sites because of the growing number of people in Jammam and Doro. Site planners have 
visited the areas with local community leaders, and de-mining teams will check whether the new sites are 
free of unexploded ordnance and mines.  In order to mitigate the impact of a large influx of refugees on host 
communities and the local environment, refugees are being provided with mud brick-making machines. 
These reduce reliance on wood and prevent large-scale deforestation. In addition, the refugees and host 
community have discussed the most appropriate places for refugees to collect wood to support their 
peaceful co-existence. Plans for reforesting affected areas are underway.   
 
Refugees from Southern Kordofan moving to safer locations in Unity State 
Bombing in the Jaw area of northern Unity State was reported over the week. Jaw is located close to Yida 
refugee site where over 24,000 individuals have fled fighting in Sudan’s Southern Kordofan State. Small 
numbers of refugees have begun to move southwards to Pariang in response to insecurity, heeding 
humanitarian partners’ advice to move to safer areas, according to UNHCR. Protection partners assisted 
relocating 311 students and nine teachers to Pariang, after they fled from schools in Southern Kordofan. As 
it is the school holiday for South Sudanese students, the schools are available for the Nuba refugee 
students to use in the coming months, until a longer-term solution is found. The move followed extensive 
consultations with the refugee leadership. Another movement is planned for next week. In addition to the 
organized convoy from Yida, refugees continued moving south spontaneously. A group of 200 refugee 
families who relocated to Pariang expressed an interest in moving to the Nyeel refugee site. Partners are 
planning to assist the movement of the group; plots have been demarcated at the Nyeel site in preparation 
for their arrival and the reception centre is ready. Three long houses, which will be used for facilities such as 
community centres, have also been constructed.  
 
Humanitarian assistance continues to refugees in Yida. A week’s worth of food rations was distributed to all 
refugees at the site during the week. A mobile clinic travels to and from Yida to provide medical support. In 
Pariang, WASH partners set up two hand pumps, and distributed buckets, cooking sets, sleeping mats and 
blankets to refugees in need, while a health clinic continued to treat some 44 patients a day, and provide 
medicine to both the refugee and host community.  
 
Humanitarian needs largely being met for people displaced from Abyei 
Humanitarian assistance continues to an estimated 110,000 people displaced by the conflict in Abyei, in the 
Agok area, Warrap and other states in South Sudan. Partners on the ground report that needs are largely 
being met. Humanitarian partners continued to carry out a food security and livelihood project supporting 
6,000 households, particularly targeting people displaced from Abyei with farming tools and training on 
greenhouse management. In education, partners provided a two-day teacher training session to 18 teachers 
in the Agok area. The training will benefit over 2,700 school children. WASH support is also ongoing, with 
750 benefitting from the rehabilitation of three hand pumps in the Agok area. Hygiene promotion activities 
were also carried out in Mabuiny and Mayen Achok villages. With regards to protection, while the overall 
situation in the Abyei-Agok area remains relatively stable, strains on community resources have been noted 
given the increasing numbers of people using Agok as a transit area for possible further movements north, 
according to UNHCR. Small numbers of people displaced by the conflict in Abyei continued to be observed 
returning to or visiting villages north of the River Kiir/Bahr el Arab, although no permanent major return 
movements have been reported, according to partners on the ground. 
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next edition, or questions/comments on the current issue, please contact: ochasouthsudan@un.org 

III. Returns to South Sudan 
 
Slow pace of returns to South Sudan  
The movement of returnees from Sudan into South Sudan remained slow, with 464 spontaneous returns 
registered over the reporting week. The returnees mainly arrived into South Sudan by commercial barge, 
with a smaller number travelling by bus into Malakal in Upper Nile State. Twenty-one trucks and seven 
buses carrying over 250 returnees departed from Juba on 19 January, bound for Yambio in Western 
Equatoria State. The large size of the convoy will help decongest Juba port and will allow for the offloading 
of luggage barges that arrived from Kosti at the start of January. In Renk in Upper Nile, partners are loading 
three luggage barges to accommodate the next barge movements to Juba. The barges are expected to 
leave for Juba when additional river transport has been secured. Over 362,000 returnees have reached their 
final destinations in South Sudan since the end of October 2010.   
 
Large drop in number of returnees in Renk  
A verification exercise was carried out by IOM from 16 to 22 December to determine the exact number of 
returnees residing in each of the three returnee transit sites in Renk and to gather information about their 
intended final destinations. While the findings are expected on 20 February, initial indications suggest that 
the number of returnees at the transit sites has decreased significantly. This is thought to be attributable to 
IOM-organized barge movements, the opening of the road between Renk and Malakal due to the end of the 
rainy season, and the spontaneous return of some people to Khartoum.  
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei

Western 
Equatoria

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New arrivals 
11-17 Jan 262 0 0 77 68 0 57 0 0 0 464 
Previous 
Total 58,443 87,298 32,923 68,559 20,683 17,398 20,960 2,238 42,003 11,622 362,127 
Updated 
Total 58,705 87,298 32,923 68,636 20,751 17,398 21,017 2,238 42,003 11,622 362,591 
Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 25,267 32,080 16,869 23,396 7,832 15,627 16,090 1,516 25,943 9,808 174,428 
Spontaneous 18,288 55,218 6,797 43,849 12,919 1,501 4,897 673 16,060 1,814 162,016 
Unspecified 25,267 32,080 16,869 23,396 7,832 15,627 16,090 1,516 25,943 9,808 174,428 

*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 17 January 2012. 
 
Humanitarian partners prepare for possible influx of returnees  
IOM anticipates that the number of returnees arriving in South Sudan will remain low until April, when the 
deadline expires for South Sudanese residing in Sudan. Unless Khartoum grants an extension to the current 
deadline of 8 April, South Sudanese in Sudan will become illegal residents. UNHCR reports that there are 
up to 700,000 South Sudanese living in Sudan. Humanitarian partners are finalizing contingency plans to 
prepare for a possible mass influx of South Sudanese into the country, should the deadline not be extended. 
IOM is increasing its capacity in the border areas to be able to respond to a possible large influx of 
returnees.  
 
 
 
 

 


