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Highlights:  
• People continued to be displaced into Unity State by the insecurity in Southern Kordofan, with 

approximately 4,000 persons reportedly having arrived since 15 August. 
• Health authorities and partners are concerned about a doubling of malaria cases in the country, 

particularly in areas hosting high numbers of returnees and displaced people. 
• A renewed outbreak of inter-communal fighting was reported in Uror County in Jonglei on 18 August, 

highlighting ongoing tensions between the Murle and Lou Nuer.  

 
18 August 2011 

I. Situation Overview  
 
Simmering violence and food security concerns were of particular focus to humanitarian actors over the week. 
Inter-communal fighting reportedly broke out in Jonglei and Warrap states, and additional displaced persons 
continued to arrive in Unity State as a result of the conflict in Southern Kordofan in Sudan. Humanitarian partners 
also focused efforts on responding to the new influx of South Sudanese returnees, as people continue to arrive at 
a growing pace. On the health front, a doubling of malaria cases was reported across the country, particularly in 
areas hosting high numbers of returnees and displaced people. The fragile food security situation also produced 
concerning indicators, with the preliminary results of an early rapid crop assessment finding that the upcoming 
harvest production will be lower than 2010.  
 
II. Returns to South Sudan 
 

Returnee Overview by State* 

 State: Upper 
Nile Unity Warrap 

Northern 
Bahr el 
Ghazal 

Western 
Bahr el 
Ghazal Lakes Jonglei

Western 
Equatoria

Central 
Equatoria 

Eastern 
Equatoria Total 

New Arrivals  
10-16 August 383 902 116 1,103 94  0  0 65 1,701 524 4,888 
Previous 
Arrivals 
(adjustments) 0 0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0  0 0 
Previous Total 53,194 81,530 31,500 65,025 17,369 17,332 19,788 1,047 32,858 8,875 328,518 
Updated 
Total 53,577 82,432 31,616 66,128 17,463 17,332 19,788 1,112 34,559 9,399 333,406 
Type of Returnee 

Government 
Assisted 22,049 32,080 16,770 21,550 6,394 15,627 16,066 596 20,307 7,960 159,399 
Spontaneous 16,378 50,352 5,589 43,187 11,069 1,435 3,692 467 14,252 1,439 147,860 
Unspecified 15,150  0 9,257 1,391  0 270 30 49  0  0 26,147 

 
*since 30 October 2010. Contains only verified IOM data unless otherwise noted. Figures are as of 16 August 2011 and only include those 
returnees that have arrived in their final destination. 
 
Returnees continue arrive at a growing pace 
South Sudanese continued to return home in increasing numbers over the week, with some 4,880 returnees 
registered as arriving between 10 and 16 August, primarily through government-supported trains and IOM-
supported barges. In addition, an estimated 2,800 individuals were tracked as arriving in Renk County in Upper 
Nile State over the week via government-supported buses. An additional 2,700 individuals were known to be en 
route to various locations in South Sudan, including an estimated 1,500 individuals aboard IOM-supported barges 
and another estimated 1,100 individuals on board the trains that were continuing towards Wau. Earlier reports 
had indicated that 6,900 returnees were aboard the trains, but registration on arrival identified the number to be 
significantly less. On 18 August, 850 returnees departed Renk in Upper Nile by IOM-supported barges bound for 
Malakal. 
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Since the second wave of the 2010-2011 returns movement began at the end of June, an estimated 35,000 
returnees have crossed into South Sudan, an average of 4,500 each week. The bulk of these new arrivals – 
approximately 19,000 – have entered through the Upper Nile corridor, including over 14,000 estimated to have 
transited through, settled in, or currently awaiting onward transport in Renk County. Humanitarian actors remain 
concerned about the capacity for onward transport, which is currently insufficient to deal with the rate of new 
arrivals. Overall, the cumulative number of returnees since 30 October 2010 now stands at over 333,000. 

(Photo caption: Barge carrying returnees from Kosti arrives into Juba port on 12 August.            Photo: IOM/Samantha Donkin) 
 
Returnees receive emergency assistance upon arrival and in transit  
Humanitarian partners continued to provide emergency support to returnees upon arrival or in transit sites. Relief 
agencies were at hand to provide support to the 1,100 returnees who arrived by train to Aweil in Northern Bahr el 
Ghazal over the week. Clean water was provided at the railway station and all children were vaccinated against 
measles. Returnees suffering from diarrhea were referred to the hospital where agencies set up treatment. Clean 
water was also provided for the remainder of the trip to those continuing to Wau. En route to Wau, 10 vulnerable 
and sick returnees were transferred from the train to travel by road for quicker support. Returnees were provided 
emergency food assistance, water and health services upon arrival in Wau. For the 2,300 returnees from Kosti 
who arrived via IOM-supported barge, onward transport will be provided to those who require it. Some 570 
returnees that arrived to Juba on the barge were in need of specialized assistance and have been transferred to 
the UNHCR way station.  
 
The health cluster continues to be concerned by the health conditions of returnees travelling to South Sudan, 
noting that the mid-July measles outbreak, recent flooding of living areas and poor sanitation conditions in Kosti 
put returnees at higher risk for illness and morbidity. As a result, returnees are experiencing higher rates of acute 
watery diarrhoea before and during travel, overwhelming the health services on the barges and trains. Some 
barges from Kosti have run out of medical supplies en route and have had to be urgently replenished by health 
cluster partners in Malakal. The health cluster, along with other clusters, has advocated that coordination between 
humanitarian actors in South Sudan and Sudan be strengthened in order to better support returns. 
 
In Renk, humanitarian actors improve response but remain concerned about high rate of arrivals 
Verification efforts to establish the accurate number of returnees in Renk town continued during the week, 
focused primarily on the Mina transit site at the riverside. Preliminary tracking data from IOM and the South 
Sudan Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (SSRRC) has confirmed at least 3,700 returnees are awaiting 
onward transport at the Mina transit site. Non-food items (NFIs), such as plastic sheets, blankets and mosquito 
nets, for an additional 3,000 households, were dispatched to Renk on 18 August. Protection partners have 
identified 65 returnees in Renk with special needs and are working to provide them with additional support. At the 
Mina site, treatment for malnutrition has also been established and two mobile health clinics are fully operational. 
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A surface water treatment system was completed with the ability to filter 4,000 litres an hour, providing clean 
water to returnees.  
 
Concerns about the suitability of the Mina transit site were highlighted when heavy rains caused large portions of 
Renk town to become flooded on 16 August, temporarily displacing 193 local community households. Partners 
are reviewing the possibility of using the alternative transit site suggested by the county government, in case of 
further flooding or significant additional new arrivals. However, planning efforts remain challenged by reported 
fluid movement of some returnees, which makes current and future returnee population figures difficult to 
accurately estimate. The unconfirmed status and intentions of an older group of returnees residing in the Abayok 
and Agany sites, estimated by local authorities to total 13,500 individuals, along with unclear government policies 
regarding land allocation, further complicates humanitarian actors’ efforts to provide assistance. Resolution to all 
these issues is urgently needed to avoid a situation characterized by a protracted lack of clarity on land allocation, 
delays in service provision and delays in the reintegration of returnees.  
 
III. Other humanitarian challenges: needs and response   
 
Response ongoing in Unity to people displaced from Southern Kordofan insecurity 
Insecurity caused continued displacements of people from Southern Kordofan in Sudan to Pariang County in 
Unity State over the week. Approximately 4,000 persons are estimated to have arrived to Pariang as of 19 
August. UNHCR is conducting an initial registration to confirm actual numbers. The response is ongoing to the 
displaced, with a nutrition survey conducted by partners and the initiation of therapeutic feeding to the vulnerable. 
A mobile medical team is in place and arrangements are being made to improve water, sanitation and hygiene 
facilities on site though emergency latrines. The authorities in Unity are currently undertaking rapid repairs of the 
Bentiu-Pariang road which will greatly enhance humanitarian access to the remote area. Preparations are 
underway to layout a new site identified for relocation of the refugees, which is in safe distance from the border. 
UNHCR and other humanitarian partners are exploring transport arrangements to facilitate moving the most 
vulnerable individuals to the new site. 
 
Rains and insecurity in northern Unity hamper relief efforts for displaced persons in Mayom County 
Heavy rains have seriously restricted access to roads in northern Unity, impeding access and aid delivery to 
displaced persons in the state. Emergency assistance for the 5,174 individuals recently verified as displaced to 
Mayom town by fighting between the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and rebel militia groups in mid-April 
has not yet occurred due to increasingly poor road conditions. Commercial truck drivers – who are typically 
contracted to transport aid supplies – are also reluctant to travel into the still insecure area. The security level in 
Mayom town was raised to ‘category 3’ during the week, following a UN security assessment of the potential 
threats posed by the Peter Gatdet rebel militia group that recently arrived in Mayom to integrate into SPLA. This 
means that a UN armed escort is necessary for UN staff entering the area. The continued threat from landmines 
is also compounding inaccessibility in Mayom County. 
 
Renewed outbreak of inter-communal fighting reported in Jonglei 
Humanitarian partners reported an outbreak of fighting between the Murle and Lou Nuer in Pieri, Motot and 
surrounding areas in Uror County in Jonglei on 18 August. Initial reports indicated that most villages lying along 
the 30-40km stretch of affected area were burnt and a large number of cattle were stolen and then recovered. A 
health clinic in Pieri was also destroyed in the fighting. The number of casualties is as yet unknown, although 
initial unconfirmed reports indicate at least 28 persons have been seriously injured. No reports of population 
displacement have yet been received. Local staff from aid organizations working in the area reportedly fled to the 
bush during the fighting and one NGO has relocated six staff from the area. The fighting follows a series of 
attacks and counter-attacks between the two communities, which began in November 2010. IOM has verified over 
9,000 person displaced in Pibor County in Jonglei State as a result of the large-scale retaliatory attack in June. 
The response to the displaced is ongoing, with partners identifying options for shoring up a possible shortage of 
NFI kits available on the ground. In addition, partners have also registered 284 missing or abducted children as a 
result of the clashes in Pibor and are preparing to launch care and reunification programmes in response. 
 
Clashes caused by cattle-raiding displace population in Tonj East in Warrap 
Fighting broke out between communities in Ngbagok and Palal payams in Tonj East in Warrap from 12-14 
August. Local authorities reported that 27 people were killed and some 1,270 persons have been displaced to 
Thiet payam in Tonj South as a result of the fighting. The health facility of an international NGO was broken into 
and looted during the fighting, with the NGO temporarily suspending its operations in the area as a result. A 
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distribution of food and NFIs scheduled to take place in Thiet to aid some 1,500 persons displaced by inter-
communal clashes on 18 July has also been postponed because of the insecurity. An inter-agency assessment 
visited Thiet on 18-19 August to determine the needs of the newly displaced. 
 
Rapid crop assessment indicates upcoming harvest to be lower than 2010 
The food security situation in South Sudan continues to be a concern. Preliminary findings of the rapid crop 
assessment just conducted by the food security and livelihood cluster found that the upcoming harvest production 
will be lower than 2010. However, it remains too early to determine precisely how much lower production will be, 
as the rainy season is still ongoing. In addition, the nutrition cluster reported that acute malnutrition rates in South 
Sudan continue to be alarming. Results from pre-harvest surveys conducted in 17 counties revealed that 11 
counties across five states have worrying levels of global acute malnutrition and severe acute malnutrition.  
 
Health partners concerned about doubling of malaria cases  
Health authorities and partners noticed an unusual increase of malaria cases and related deaths in all states in 
South Sudan in July and August, particularly in those hosting high numbers of returnees and displaced people. 
Even though the Ministry of Health has not declared a malaria emergency or epidemic, the current malaria data 
indicates that the country may be experiencing a localized malaria outbreak or that a major epidemic may occur in 
the coming months. The number of patients affected by malaria is double compared to the same period in 2010 
(437,221 versus 222,099). The rise may have resulted from improved surveillance and other factors including 
mass population movements of returnees, low immunity status of returnees and displaced people, climate 
change, flooding, limited accessibility of health services and raising malnutrition among children. Health partners 
are responding to the situation by providing additional anti-malarial drugs, conducting rapid diagnostic tests, 
strengthening case management and surveillance and scaling up the distribution of treated mosquito nets. The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) and the Ministry of Health are also undertaking series of refresher trainings 
among health providers to support the capacity of health units to manage malaria patients, malaria diagnostics 
and surveillance.  
 
Rains restrict access to displaced from Abyei crisis  
Humanitarian response to persons displaced from Abyei continues unabated, however, the onset of rains and 
heavy traffic along poor roads in Twic County in Warrap and in the Agok area have begun to significantly hamper 
the movement of humanitarian actors and supplies. The main road between Agok and Turalei, a key route for 
relief movements, has become virtually impassable due to heavy rains. Partners are concerned about the rains 
restricting food distribution, relocation of patients requiring medical services and provision of other emergency 
services. To mitigate food shortfalls, WFP has moved food pre-positioned in Tonj South to Kwajok to ensure 
continued support to the displaced and host communities. The agency plans to provide food to 60,000 displaced 
persons for the month of August. In other response efforts, IOM reported that 20,000 households have been 
provided with NFIs and emergency shelter since the crisis. Some 2,500 vulnerable households have been 
provided with extra plastic sheets and poles to construct improved shelter more capable of withstanding the rains. 
Cluster members resumed assessments during the week to identify any further vulnerable households in need of 
shelter. Schools benefiting over 1,400 children in Agok opened on 18 August and displaced children have begun 
registering for class. School supplies to support over 1,000 children from both host and displaced communities 
were delivered to Abyei education actors in Agok. 
 
IV. Humanitarian planning and coordination  
 
South Sudanese aid workers acknowledged on World Humanitarian Day  
World Humanitarian Day was marked by the Humanitarian Coordinator, Lise Grande, on 19 August by 
highlighting the achievements of South Sudan’s aid workers and acknowledging those who work to assist the 
country’s most vulnerable people. In a statement to recognise the day, the Humanitarian Coordinator noted that 
aid organisations in the country operate in some of the most difficult conditions in the world, often working at 
personal risk to support populations in need. The statement was made during a one-day visit to Malakal and Renk 
in Upper Nile State, to further assess the needs and conditions of returnees to South Sudan. This year marks the 
third celebration of World Humanitarian Day. 
 


