
Situation overview
The humanitarian response to people affected by violence in Jonglei State continued, with 
the fi rst round of food distributions completed in Dorein and Labrab and registration and 
distribution of high-energy biscuits underway in Gumuruk. In Pibor town, aid distributions 
were halted on 18 August due to insecurity and reported abuses. 

Food activities were jeopardized, however, by a funding shortfall of $84 million for food and 
nutrition assistance until the end of 2013. 

A recent report showed overall food security in South Sudan has improved somewhat 
compared with last year, but that the situation remains precarious in areas with poor rainfall 
or struck by violence. Malnutrition rates have also dropped, but remain high in violence-
affected areas.

Challenges, needs and response
Food partners face $84 million funding shortfall
Food partners reported in 
the week that they were ex-
periencing a pipeline break 
potentially affecting the imple-
mentation of activities to pro-
vide assistance to hundreds 
of thousands of food insecure 
people. 

Some US$84 million is ur-
gently needed to cover food 
supplies and transport until 
the end of the year. Of this, $9 
million is required for the cost 
of transporting food to Pibor 
County where food partners 
will assist up to 60,000 people. 
Helicopter transportation is the only way of bringing food to those affected by violence in 
Pibor County during the rainy season. The remaining $75 million is for response in other 
parts of the country. 

Distribution of WASH supplies and household items kicks off in Labrab
Distribution of water, sanitation and hygiene supplies and household items began in Pibor 
County’s Labrab on 17 August. Once completed in Labrab, aid partners will continue with 
similar distributions in Dorein. So far, the response in these areas has focused on food. 
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Newborn refugees are registered in Yida refugee settlement, Unity 
State (Photo: OCHA)

$1.05bn
Funding needed for 
humanitarian action 
in 2013.
(FTS.org, 18 August 2013)

60%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 18 August 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

221,000
Refugees living in 
South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 18 August 2013)

70,120*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 15 August 2013)

242
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 15 August 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of people displaced by violence 
in the country.

A woman receives food in Pibor County (Photo: UN/Perret).
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Upper Nile was the 
state worst affected 
by access incidents 
between April and 
June 2013.  

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS

IN JONGLEI STATE

June 2011 to July 2013

June - July 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Gumuruk, Manyabol and

Verthet, Pibor County.

Hundreds are reported killed.
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August 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Pieri, Uror County, killing 

several hundred civilians.

December ‘11 - January ’12

Inter-communal attack on 

Pibor town. Estimated 600 ppl

killed and more than 170,000

affected by the violence.

March 2012

Disarmament launched in Pibor

County during which human

rights abuses are committed by

security forces.

June - October 2012

Over 220,000 people in Jonglei

State affected by seasonal

flooding.

August 2012

Clashes between South Sudan

armed forces and non-state

armed actors commence in

Pibor and Pochalla counties.

Civilians flee Likuangole.

October - November 2012

Inter-communal tension and 

skirmishes.

February 2013

Inter-communal violence in

Akobo County kills nearly 100

people and affects tens of 

thousands of people.

March 2013

South Sudan armed forces

begin a counter-offensive 

against non-state armed actors.

July 2013

Inter-communal attack on Pibor

County. The number of killed

and affected is not yet known.

April - May 2013

Tens of thousands of civilians

flee key population centres in

Pibor County to escape abuses

by armed actors and violent

clashes.

Access improves and the response

to violence-affected people in Pibor 

County picks up. 

Mid-July 2013

Over 10,000 people registered in Gumuruk
Registration of people in need in Gumuruk started on 14 August. By 18 August, over 10,000 
people from Gumuruk and Vertheth payams had been registered. Some of these people 
are reportedly living in their villages of origin, which are within fi ve hours walking distance of 
Gumuruk. Registration is expected to continue until 24 August. 

High-energy biscuits were distributed during the registration, and nutrition levels did not ap-
pear alarming. Food supplies have been pre-positioned in Gumuruk for distribution once 
registration is completed and partners are also preparing to deliver water and sanitation sup-
port and household items. During the registration, partners identifi ed 81 unaccompanied or 
separated children. Over 90 per cent of these are reportedly orphans. 

Aid organizations halt distributions to review security in Pibor town 
Aid organizations halted food distributions in Pibor town to review operational constraints 
including guarantees of safety for both civilians receiving assistance and for the aid workers. 
As of 18 August, close to 21,000 people had been assisted. A joint mission by the Govern-
ment Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, the World Food Programme and OCHA was 
planned for 20 August to review the situation and discuss reports of abuses with the SPLA 
commander in Pibor and the County Commissioner.  

Distributions of 15 days’ food rations in Dorein and Labrab were concluded on 15 August, 
and are expected to resume in the beginning of September. 

Access constraints remained high in second quarter of the year 
Between April and June, 68 access incidents were recorded related to violence against per-
sonnel, assets and facilities, active hostilities and bureaucratic impediments. This is a slight 
increase compared to the previous quarter, when 61 incidents were recorded. Upper Nile 
was the worst affected state, followed by Jonglei. 

Violence against humanitarian personnel, assets and facilities remains the largest category 
of access constraints, representing 64 per cent of all recorded incidents. This is partly driven 
by an increase in robberies and looting, in particular in Upper Nile’s Maban County, where 
11 burglaries were reported during the period. Active hostilities in Jonglei also signifi cantly 
impacted operations, with staff withdrawn from several locations in Pibor County.

Aid agencies, in particular NGOs, continued to face bureaucratic impediments to carry out 
their work, with long delays in the issuing of work visas.  

Access incidents in April-June 2013 by state, actor and type

Food security improved since 2012, but situation still precarious
The WFP June Food Security Monitoring report showed that some eight per cent of the 
population are severely food insecure, down from 14 per cent one year ago. Another 34 per 
cent are moderately food insecure. 

Source: OCHA. State abbreviations: Upper Nile UNS), Jonglei (JS), Central Equatoria (CES), Unity (US), Warrap (WS), Eastern 
Equatoria (EES), Western Bahr el Ghazal (WBEG), Northern Bahr el Ghazal (NBEG), Western Equatoria (WES).
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Despite the overall improvement, 
some areas where rainfall has 
been erratic and conditions un-
usually dry have seen the situa-
tion deteriorate, including in parts 
of Eastern Equatoria, Lakes and 
Unity states. Due to the ongoing 
hostilities and displacement, the 
situation in Jonglei’s Pibor County 
is also worrying. 

In general, food insecurity is sig-
nifi cantly higher among displaced 
and returnee communities -  with 
36 and 29 per cent severe food insecurity respectively - than among residents, where 8 
per cent are severely food insecure. 

As expected during the lean season, markets are the primary source of food. The high 
levels of moderate food insecurity show how vulnerable households are to even minor 
shocks, such as price increases. However, the report found that households are using 
fewer adverse coping strategies, such as skipping meals or limiting portion sizes, than 
they were last year. 

Malnutrition rates highest in Jonglei, Lakes, Unity, and Warrap
The June Food Security Monitoring report 
also estimated global acute malnutrition 
among children under 5 years to be at 11 
per cent, using mid-upper arm circumference 
(MUAC) measurement. Of these, some 1.8 
per cent suffer from severe acute malnutri-
tion. 

This is an improvement against the same pe-
riod in 2012, when global acute malnutrition 
was at 20 per cent. However, the levels in 
Jonglei, Lakes, Unity and Warrap states are 
signifi cantly higher, with general acute mal-
nutrition rates ranging from 14 to 21 per cent. 

Among non-pregnant women, the nutrition situation had also improved. Just over 10 per 
cent of surveyed women were acutely malnourished, with 1.6 per cent severely so. In 
2012, these fi gures were 20 and 2 per cent respectively. 

General health is a key factor for nutrition. Nearly 30 per cent of all surveyed children had 
been ill within two weeks prior to the assessment. They were in turn 2.7 times more likely 
to be severely malnourished than their healthy peers. 

Hundreds displaced by fl ooding in Unity
On 16 August, an inter-agency team assessed the situation in six locations affected by 
fl ooding in Bentiu town and Rubkhona County. The team confi rmed that some houses 
and crops in lowland areas have been submerged in water, with families forced to leave 
their homes. In one location, 600 people have been displaced and are now living in a 
community centre in Bentiu. 

Compared to last year, the fl ood levels in the Bentiu area remain low, but more communi-
ties could be affected by fl oods if the rains continue. The main needs identifi ed among 
affected communities are for clean water and sanitation facilities and shelter. 
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Food insecurity is 
signifi cantly higher 
among displaced and 
returnee communities 
than among residents.

General acute mal-
nutrition rates among 
children are highest in 
Jonglei, Lakes, Unity 
and Warrap states, 
ranging from 14-21 
per cent. 

5% 10% 8%
15%

5% 9% 2% 9% 4%
16%

13%

44% 47% 32%

33% 30%
52%

25%
25%

46%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

WES EES JS LS UNS WBEG NBEG WS CES US

Moderate food insecurity
Severe food insecurity

Food insecurity by state. Source: Food Security Monitoring Report, 
June 2013.

18%

2%

8.9%

1.8%
0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

Moderate acute
malnutrition

Severe acute
malnutrition

Jun-12

Jul-13

Malnutrition over time. Source: Food Security Monitoring 
Report, June 2013.



South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 4

www.unocha.org/south-sudan | facebook: UNOCHA South Sudan | twitter: @ochaSouthSudan
United Nations Offi ce for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives

Registration for the 
next transport of some 
1,000 returnees from 
Renkto Juba is 
complete. 

This report was 
prepared by the OCHA 
South Sudan offi ce 
in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. 
For inputs to the next 
edition or questions/
comments on the 
current issue, 
please contact: 
ochasouthsudan@un.org

Refugee update
Asylum seekers in Upper Nile need clean water and sanitation
In Upper Nile, the number of asylum seekers from South Kordofan in Fashoda and Mal-
akal counties reached nearly 1,600. People started arriving in mid-July, with urgent needs 
for food, household items, medical care and shelter. Since then, aid agencies have pro-
vided some medical and emergency food support, and delivered household items. There 
is still a need for clean water, and emergency latrines to improve sanitation. Response is 
being coordinated by the Commission of Refugee Affairs together with UNHCR and state 
offi cials.  After initial screening is completed, the new arrivals will be assisted to volun-
tarily relocate to Ajoung Thok refugee camp in Unity State.
Refugees in Upper Nile State     Refugees in Unity State

Returns to South Sudan
Returnees moved from Juba to Northern Bahr el Ghazal
During the reporting week, over 100 
people were moved by road from 
Juba way station to various coun-
ties of fi nal destination in Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal. Around 780 people 
currently remain in transit at Juba 
way station.  

Registration for another barge 
movement travelling from Renk in 
Upper Nile State to Juba later this 
month was completed. The barge 
will transport around 1,000 return-
ees planning to settle in the Great-
er Bahr el Ghazal region towards 
their fi nal destination. There are currently nearly 18,500 returnees stranded in Renk, 
some of whom have been there for over two years.  

Humanitarian fi nancing
CHF allocates $33 million for life-saving assistance and support services
The South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund allocated $33 million for aid and support 
services across the country. The money will enable people to receive clean water and 
sanitation, education, livelihoods support, healthcare, household items, nutrition, mine 
clearance and protection throughout the rainy season. One of the top priorities for the al-
location was to support the core pipelines to prevent ruptures in the supply of relief items 
until the end of the year. 

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households using 
improved sanita-
tion (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%

16,577

17,961

38,086

45,704

118,328

Gendrassa

Kaya

Yusuf Batil

Doro

Total

1,036

3,318

70,004

74,358

Nyeel

Ajoung
Thok

Yida

Total

UNHCR fi gures, as of 18 August 2013.

An aid worker helps returnees off a barge in Juba (Photo: IOM).


