
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

HIGHLIGHTS 
 The Ministry of Health 

announced a Hepatitis E 

outbreak in three refugee 

camps in Upper Nile  

State’s Maban County. 

 Access to flood-affected 

communities was 

increasingly restricted as 

heavy rains continued.  

Jonglei State has been  

the heaviest hit area, with 

169,000 people affected. 

 The food security situation 

has slightly improved, 

according to the latest 

integrated food security 

phase classification analysis. 

2012 FIGURES 

Conflict 
incidents 

208 

Number of 
people newly 
displaced 

 167,931 

 

Source: OCHA based on reports   
from local authorities and 
assessment teams. Figures  
as of 15 September 2012. 

 

BASELINE 

Population  (NBS) 8.26 
million 

GDP per 
capita 
(SSNBS) 

 $1,546 

% pop living 
on less than 
$1.25 per day 
(UNDP) 

51% 

Life 
expectancy 
(Health 
Survey 2006) 

42 years 

Under-five 
mortality 
(MoH) 

135/1,000 

<5 global 
acute 
malnutrition 
rate (SSNBS) 

18.1% 

 

 

  
Situation overview 
Seasonal flooding continued to affect multiple locations across South Sudan during the 
week, with all ten states in the country affected by floods. Reaching communities in need 
became increasingly difficult as heavy rains blocked access to flood-affected areas. The 
Sudanese refugee crisis continued in Unity and Upper Nile States, as the Ministry of 
Health announced a Hepatitis E outbreak on 13 October, affecting three Upper Nile 
refugee camps hosting over 63,000 people. Humanitarian organizations continued to 
implement intensive health and hygiene activities in all refugee sites.  

The overall food security situation slightly improved compared to the last quarter, 
according to the latest integrated food security phase classification analysis, attributable 
mostly to a reduction in insecurity and displacement along the border with Sudan, and a 
decline in internal conflict. 

Talks between South Sudan and Sudan continue in Addis Ababa 

No substantial progress has reportedly yet been made during AU-mediated talks between 
the governments of South Sudan and Sudan in the Ethiopian capital, Addis Abba. The 
latest round of negotiations resumed on 4 September to discuss unresolved 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement issues, including disputed border areas and 
demarcation, the status of the contested Abyei area, citizenship and the finalization of the 
provisional oil deal agreed to in the last round of talks. A UN Security Council deadline of 
22 September looms for outstanding issues on the table to be ironed out, or the two 
countries face possible sanctions.  

Humanitarian challenges, needs and response 
Increasingly restricted access to flooded-affected communities 

Physical restrictions to flood-affected areas are increasingly becoming a challenge to 
responding to affected communities, as roads become more impassable. Humanitarian 
actors reported an increase in inaccessible areas, making it more difficult to identify 
humanitarian needs as a result. The Logistics Cluster has positioned one of two 
helicopters in Jonglei State’s capital, Bor town, to help respond to the 169,000 people 
affected in the state. The number affected increased by 44,000 people since last week, 
as newly affected people were identified in Pibor County by an inter-agency assessment. 
Jonglei is considered to be the most affected state, as well as being the most 
inaccessible.  

Humanitarian organizations continued to respond to needs identified by flooding 
assessments in Northern Bahr el Ghazal State’s Aweil West and Aweil South counties. 
An inter-agency assessment visited Aweil West on 13 September to establish the impact 
of recently reported floods. Some 400 people were displaced and are in need of health, 
water, sanitation and hygiene support. Already, four of the five counties in Northern Bahr 
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Sudanese girls in Yusuf Batil refugee camp in Upper Nile State 

carry sorghum to the grinding mill. (UNHCR) 
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169,000 people  

have been affected  

by flooding in Jonglei 

State, the state most 

affected by seasonal 

floods. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.4 million 
Food-insecure people targeted 
(4.7 million at risk of food 
insecurity.  

Source: CAP MYR 2012) 
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el Ghazal are reporting flooding. In four counties in Western Equatoria State – Ibba, 
Mvolo, Mundri East and Nzara – flooding reportedly destroyed an unconfirmed number of 
houses and crops, according to local authorities. Humanitarian partners are mobilizing a 
response to determine the impact of the flooding. 

Humanitarian access to conflict area in Jonglei State still restricted  

Humanitarian organizations are still waiting to assess the needs of up to 7,000 
inhabitants from Likuangole village in Pibor County, who were displaced following clashes 
between a rebel militia group and the South Sudan army on 23 August. Continued 
sporadic fighting impeded UN Security assessing the area, which would determine if it is 
safe for aid agencies. UN Security plan to carry out an assessment of the town on  
17 September.  

Slight improvement to overall food security situation  

       

The overall food security situation in South Sudan has largely improved compared to the 
last quarter, according to the results of the latest integrated food security phase 
classification (IPC) analysis, carried out from 23-25 August. The most recent analysis 
reports that the food security situation has been downgraded from ‘Emergency’ to less 
severe ‘Crisis’ and ‘Stressed’ phases in the northern border areas. This is largely due to a 
reduction of insecurity and displacement along the border with Sudan. In Warrap, Lakes, 
Jonglei and most of Western Bahr el Ghazal, the situation has generally improved, 
moving from ‘Crisis’ to ‘Stressed’ phase, due to a reduction in conflict, and subsequently 
less people uprooted from their homes and livelihoods. The favourable improvement in 
the food security situation in Greater Equatoria is primarily because of positive gains in 
agricultural production. 

However, in many of the improved states lie small pockets of rising food insecurity. 
Unity’s Pariang, Abiemnhom, Leer and Mayom counties, and Upper Nile’s Maban County 
have moved from ‘Stressed’ to ‘Crisis’ phase. Similarly, localized pockets of severe food 
insecurity are located in Jonglei’s  Nyandit, Likuangole and Gumuruk payams. The main 
reasons for the ‘Crisis’ levels include border insecurity and trade blockages with Sudan, 
high food prices and inter-communal conflict. The ‘Crisis’ phase in Yida, Maban and 
Pariang is due to the high concentration of refugees.  

Food insecurity levels across South Sudan according to the latest IPC analysis. 
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The most likely scenario for the next three months (September-November), according to 
the analysis, indicates that most of Greater Equatoria and Upper Nile’s Renk County will 
have no or minimal food insecurity due to improved production prospects, which is likely 
to moderate food prices. Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Aweil North and East counties are 
expected to remain at ‘Crisis’ level, while the rest of the state’s counties will downgrade to 
‘Stressed’ level. In Jonglei, more counties could go to ‘Crisis’ phase due to flooding 
associated with El Niño between September and December, and the likely persistence of 
localized conflict. If the projected situation remains, it is estimated that about 60 per cent 
of the population experience minimal or no food insecurity, 29 per cent will be in 
‘Stressed’ phase and 11 per cent in ‘Crisis’, an improvement from the last quarter. 

Refugee update 
Hepatitis E outbreak in Upper Nile refugee camps  

An outbreak of Hepatitis 
E was declared in 
Maban County by the 
Ministry of Health on 13 
September. To date, 16 
people have died from 
the virus. There have 
been 23 confirmed 
cases of Hepatitis E and 
384 cases of acute 
jaundice syndrome (a 
symptom of Hepatitis E). 
The outbreak is placing 
pressure on available 
health services and 
resources. Symptomatic 
infection is most 
common in people aged 
15–40 years, and means 
that people within this 
age group are most 
likely to show physical 
symptoms when they 
have the virus. Pregnant 
mothers are at high risk, 
with 20 per cent likely to 
die if infected. Though frequent in children, the disease is asymptomatic, meaning that 
they may have the disease but not carry the physical symptoms. Intensive health and 
hygiene education, and promotion activities are ongoing in all four camps, which currently 
host about 105,000 Sudanese refugees. The response strategy also involves active case 
finding, as well as installing additional hand washing points, latrines, soap and cleaners at 
community latrines, bucket chlorination at hand-pumps and tap-stands, and household-
level chlorine monitoring. The outbreak is currently contained in the refugee camps. No 
cases have yet been confirmed in the host communities.  

Emergency food airdrop operation underway in Yida 

An emergency operation to airdrop food to over 60,000 refugees in South Sudan’s largest 
refugee site, Yida in Unity State, began on 10 September. Humanitarian partners have 
had to use planes as a last resort to deliver lifesaving food as the camp has been 
rendered inaccessible during the rainy season. The operation plans to deliver 3,000 
metric tons of cereals, which is enough food for more than 60,000 people for three 
months. The operation is expected to take about two months to complete, weather 
permitting.  

If the projected 

situation remains, it is 

estimated that about 

60 per cent of the 

population will 

experience minimal or 

no food insecurity,  

29 per cent will be in 

‘Stressed’ phase and 

11 per cent in ‘Crisis’, 

an improvement  

from the last quarter. 

 

REFUGEES 
Numbers in Upper Nile 

Doro    41,679 

Gendrassa       9,278 

Jammam    20,531 

Yusuf Batil    34,112 

Total  105,232 

 
Numbers in Unity  

Nyeel        907 

Pariang     1,223 

Yida   64,421 

Total   66,551 

  
Source: UNHCR, figures as of  
15 September 2012. 

 

 

 

To date, 16 people 

have died from 

Hepatitis E, which has 

broken out in three 

refugee camps in 

Upper Nile’s  

Maban County. 

 

 

 

 

 

Refugee influx from Sudan’s Blue Nile and Southern Kordofan states into South 
Sudan. 
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Rains threaten access to refugee camps in Maban  

During the week heavy rains and 
flash floods - a common 
phenomenon in half of the 
country at this time of the year - 
raised concerns about refugees 
in Maban County. The main road 
through Bunj town, capital of 
Maban County, to Doro, Yusuf 
Batil and Gendrassa refugee 
camps was flooded (altogether 
they host close to over 85,000 
refugees). Aid agencies are 
working with local authorities to 
mitigate against damage and put 

in place emergency response measures. While the roads are still passable, further 
flooding could slow the delivery of humanitarian aid considerably. Humanitarian partners 
are engaging private companies to repair roads in order to ensure uninterrupted 
assistance to refugees in all four camps throughout the rainy season. 

Returns to South Sudan 
Slow pace of returns continues  

Returnees continued to arrive 
in South Sudan from Sudan in 
low numbers over the week. 
About 800 returnees were 
tracked en route to final 
destinations in South Sudan 
between 7-13 September, 
mostly in Upper Nile State. The 
transport of returnees from 
Juba to other states continued 
during the week, with about 
150 people departing to 
Greater Bahr el Ghazal on 
buses supported by 
humanitarian agencies on 12 
September. Due to heavy rains 
they will travel via Western 
Equatoria rather the usual route through eastern Lakes State.  

Preparation for another IOM-supported barge movement of returnees stranded in transit 
sites in Upper Nile’s Renk has begun. Some 1,000 returnees will travel by river from Renk 
to Juba when the manifestation and loading of luggage is complete.  

In Sudan, the movement of up to an estimated 1,300 extremely vulnerable individuals 
from Khartoum by air has been postponed until logistics, funding and procedures are fully 
organized.  

Humanitarian support ongoing for returnees stranded or in transit  

Humanitarian assistance continued for returnees on the move to new homes, or stranded 
in temporary transit sites across the country. Some 14,000 people are stranded in four 
transit sites in Renk and continue to receive relief such as food, water, sanitation and 
hygiene support. Health assistance to the returnees is provided by five health clinics run 
by aid agencies. Malaria is the main ailment reported at the clinics, with 75 per cent of 
consultations due to the disease, according to health partners on the ground. The host 

Road through Bunj town in Upper Nile State after severe flooding (Logistics 
Cluster). 

IOM-assisted movement of 150 returnees from Juba to Greater Bahr el Ghazal 
(IOM) 

 

 

An airlift of food to 

refugees in Yida plans 

to deliver 3,000 metric 

tons of cereals, which 

is enough food for 

more than 60,000 

people for three 

months. 

 

 

While the roads are 

still passable in  

Maban County,  

further flooding  

could slow the delivery 

of humanitarian aid 

considerably. 

 

 

 

 

 

IOM estimates that 

about 124,000 people 

returned to South 

Sudan from  

Sudan since  

January 2012. 
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community has also been increasingly using the clinics due to drug shortages in other 
health facilities in the area. Heavy rains are reportedly affecting the transit sites, with 
latrines overflowing in some sites, increasing the risk of waterborne diseases. 
Humanitarian organizations plan to build more latrines when the rains subside.  

In Warrap State’s Kwajok, over 150 returnees arrived from Wau in Western Bahr el 
Ghazal on 12 September on transport organized by humanitarian partners. Registration 
was done on arrival, and returnees will be provided with household items and food rations 
as they proceed to final destinations. About half the returnees will stay in Kwajok, while 
the rest will go to their home villages in other parts of the state.  

Returnees await land allocation in state capital transit sites  

In many state capitals groups of returnees wait in temporary transit sites, for land 
allocation to occur so they can begin to build new lives in South Sudan. In Juba, the 
establishment of a final destination site at Kuda in Central Equatoria for 1,700 returnees 
currently at the National Teacher Training Institute who are awaiting land allocation 
continued, with land clearance, borehole drilling, temporary shelter, and other services 
under construction. In Wau in Western Bahr el Ghazal, about 70 returnees await land 
allocation at a transit site. 

 

 

 

 

  

Consol idated  Appeal  

FUNDING  

1.2 billion  
requested (US$) 

611 million 
received (US$) 

52.5% funded 
 

Source: FTS 

 

 

 

 

 


