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VIOLENCE IN JONGLEI
While violent incidents continued to harm and displace civilians 
in the first four months of 2013, they caused fewer deaths than in 
the same period in 2011 and 2012. Jonglei State bore the brunt of 
the insecurity, with civilians suffering the impact of inter-communal 
clashes and hostilities between the South Sudan armed forces and 
non-state armed actors. 

Violence causes fewer deaths 
Violence-related incidents continued to drive humanitarian needs 
in South Sudan in the first four months of 2013, though leading 
to fewer fatalities than in previous years. Violence concentrated 
in Jonglei State and the tri-state area of Lakes, Unity and Warrap. 
Violence-related incidents recorded in 2013 caused fewer deaths 
than in previous years. Around 400 people died as a result of 
violent incidents this year as compared to about 1,120 during the 
same period in 2011 and some 600 in 2012. Over 130 incidents 
were recorded between January and April 2013 compared to 140 
during the same period in 2012. Inter-communal clashes in Jonglei 
contributed to a spike of 198 incidents in 2011.

Violence peaks in dry season
Violence in South Sudan has historically followed a seasonal 
pattern. Clashes increase steadily from about October when the 
rains subside, and decrease as the rains hit in about June, when up 
to 60 per cent of the country is inaccessible by road. 

Jonglei epicenter of violence in 2013
The people of Jonglei State bore the brunt of violence in the first 
four months of 2013. In the single most deadly incident recorded 
in the year to date, over 85 people were killed in a cattle-raid in 
Walgak, Akobo County. Some 23,000 people were affected by 
the clash and received humanitarian assistance. Since the attack, 
tensions have been high between communities in the state, with 
widespread concern about possible retaliatory attacks.
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• March saw South Sudan and Sudan agree to implement 
September 2012 Comprehensive Peace Agreements, resulting 
in the resumption of oil production and an improvement in 
relations between the two nations. Austerity measures had 
stunted economic growth over the past year, following the 
shutdown of oil activities in January 2012. 

• Armed hostilities and inter-communal violence continued to 
cause humanitarian concern, especially in Jonglei State where 
fighting between the South Sudan army and non-state armed 
actors led to tens of thousands of people estimated to have 
been displaced. 

• Sudanese continued to flee conflict and increased food 
insecurity in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, albeit 
arriving into South Sudan in lower numbers than in 2012. By the 
end of April, 190,000 Sudanese were receiving humanitarian 
assistance in Unity and Upper Nile states. 

• Some improvements in food insecurity meant that 4.1 million 
people were food insecure going into 2013, down from 4.7 
million previously anticipated. However, one million people 
are expected to remain severely food insecure in 2013. 

• By the end of April, about 29,000 South Sudanese returned 
from Sudan, bringing the total number of people who have 
returned since 2007 to about 1.9 million individuals. A lack 
of a land allocation strategy and livelihood support systems 
delayed the smooth re-integration and resettlement of new 
arrivals back to South Sudan. Close to 20,000 people remained 
stranded in transit in South Sudan.

• The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) for South Sudan 
allocated some US$56 million towards aid and emergency 
preparedness, enabling the humanitarian community to 
respond to humanitarian needs and preposition aid ahead of 
the rainy season. 



Civilians in Pibor flee insecurity to UNMISS compound. Photo: UNMISS/Perret

Women carrying food supplies in Yide refugee settlement. Photo: UNMISS/Perret
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March and April also saw several clashes between the South Sudan 
army and non-state armed actors, which were estimated to have 
displaced tens of thousands of people from their homes. Pibor town 
(which has a population of 10,000 people) was virtually deserted at the 
end of March, and reports were received of people fleeing their homes 
in other population centres in Pibor County, for fear of their safety. 

Insecurity severely constrains access
Since recent hostilities between the South Sudan army and non-state 
armed actors began in August 2012, humanitarian access outside 
population centres in Jonglei State was severely constrained. The 
clashes in March and April resulted in displacements and insecurity 
made it difficult for aid organizations to reach people scattered in 
remote areas who were likely to be in need of assistance. Direct 
attacks on humanitarian convoys in the area, especially on the road 
between Bor and Pibor, also reduced the ability of aid workers and 
supplies to move freely around the state.

stabILIzING rEfuGEE sItuatION
Ongoing conflict in Sudan’s Blue Nile and South Kordofan pushed 
the refugee response operation in Upper Nile and Unity well into its 
second year. While refugees continued to be uprooted from their 
homes in Sudan, less people arrived in South Sudan than in 2012. 
In light of reduced rates of arrivals, aid agencies on the ground 
looked towards a more stable situation and providing longer term 
relief and assistance to some 190,000 violence-affected people.

Establishing new camps
Although refugee arrival numbers were lower than in 2012, new 
arrivals continued to be registered in settlements in South Sudan. 
In response, the first four months of 2013 saw relief organizations 

focused on establishing new refugee camps in both Unity and 
Upper Nile states, to relieve pressure on existing settlements and 
to host the new arrivals. 

Unity State’s Yida refugee site - the largest in South Sudan - was 
seriously overcrowded and essential services were overstretched. 
The settlement hosted up to 72,000 people by the end of April, with 
partners anticipating between 110,000 and 120,000 people to have 
arrived by June. To begin to alleviate the overcrowding partners 
established a new site in Ajoung Thok in March. When it is at full 
capacity it will be able to accommodate 20,000 people. It will focus 
on providing longer term services to refugees, such as secondary 
education and support for livelihoods. In neighbouring Upper Nile 
State, aid agencies are working towards opening a new camp in 
Kaya to host 35,000 people.   

Controlling Hepatitis E
Health organizations working in refugee camps in Upper Nile State 
have been working to control a Hepatitis E outbreak which was 
announced by the Ministry of Health in July 2012. Since the disease 
broke out in Maban County, over 8,800 people have been infected 
and about 200 people have died. Maban hosts about 116,000 
refugees. Hepatitis E spiked in January and February 2013, leading 
to a scale-up of water and sanitation activities. Health officials of the 
UN refugee agency (UNHCR) indicated that the population growth in 
Maban was a key reason for the spread in the disease.

A water, sanitation and hygiene campaign was implemented across 
all four refugee sites in Upper Nile; 700 new latrines were constructed 
in Yusuf Batil settlement, where the disease was most prevalent, and 
water containers were replaced and soap was distributed. Hygiene 
promoters continued to spread messages to educate people about 
the disease. Consequently Hepatitis E was brought under control 
in Maban by the end of March, but it will be some time before the 
disease is expected to be eliminated. Partners remain vigilant for 
new cases and health and hygiene activities continue. 

Source: UNHCR
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Flood-affected people in Bunj, Upper Nile State. Photo: UNICEF/Sokol
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In neighbouring Unity State, the disease has reportedly stabilized, 
with 270 people infected and 15 deaths since the outbreak was 
announced in August 2012.

raINY sEasON LEssONs
South Sudan’s rainy season begins around April. The rains bring 
mixed fortunes. They offer an opportunity to overcome the 371,000 
tonnes cereal deficit which renders around 4.1 million people in 
South Sudan food insecure. On the other hand, they cause seasonal 
flooding which cuts off 60 per cent of roads, making it difficult and 
costly to get help to some of the 3.3 million vulnerable people who 
live in hard-to-reach areas across the country. 

a retrospective 
The 2012 flooding season proved difficult compared to 2011. Seasonal 
flooding affected up to 340,000 people of whom 267,000 people were 
assisted. This is almost four times as many as in 2011, and in some 
areas ruined crops, houses, bridges and roads. Between August 
and November 2012, over half the country became inaccessible by 
road, making it difficult to deploy teams to conduct assessments and 
respond to crises, as well as moving around in affected areas to reach 
flood-stricken communities. 

The unforeseen high level of flooding meant that aid organizations 
had to bear the additional costs of flying lifesaving relief supplies 
to hard-to-reach areas, as roads became impassible. Between 
June and December 2012, 262 metric tons were flown into Jonglei 
State, the worst flood-affected region, to help people affected by 
flooding and inter-communal violence. During the same period, 
the Logistics Cluster flew 345 metric tonnes of aid into Unity and 
Upper Nile states for the refugee response. 

Learning for 2013
In January 2013, OCHA worked with the Logistics Cluster to review the 
humanitarian response to the 2012 flooding season, to learn lessons 
for response actions in 2013 and beyond. The review found that over 
40 assessments were carried out between May and December 2012 in 
flood-affected states. The turnaround time between reported dates 
of flooding and the beginning of an inter-agency assessment ranged 
from four days to three weeks, depending on factors such as logistical 
requirements, severity of flooding and insecurity. 

The time between completing assessments and, where necessary, 
launching a response was between one day to five weeks. In some 
instances, inter-agency assessment teams carried relief supplies 
for first-line response, even though it was often difficult to conduct 
post-distribution monitoring and follow-up and to assess the 
impact of the response provided. 

While prepositioning relief supplies in key hubs before the onset 
of the rainy season was a top priority of the humanitarians, not all 
hubs had sufficient stocks when the rains began. This contributed 
to delayed response in some areas. This was attributed to 
insufficient funding for certain core pipelines (e.g. seeds and tools), 
a disruption of imports of humanitarian goods due to delays in 
obtaining tax exemptions, and poor road conditions in the period 
leading up to the rainy season.

prepositioning key to effective response
In view of the challenges faced in 2012, the review reaffirmed 
that prepositioning remains crucial to the effectiveness of relief 
work and promotion of resilience. Prepositioning is the most 
cost-effective and sure way of ensuring a principled and timely 
humanitarian response during this period, by mitigating the 
impact of floods, reducing the number of lives lost and protecting 
livelihoods and safety nets. Not only does prepositioning save 
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time in getting assistance to the vulnerable – if combined with 
solid contingency planning – it reduces the costs of last minute 
procurement of relief supplies in the event of escalating needs.  

Drawing from 2012 flood season experience, food security and 
livelihoods (FSL) partners in Warrap State, had prepositioned agricultural 
seeds and tools to enable farmers to plant their crops early in order to 
minimize the impact of floods on their harvest. In 2012, about 20,000 
people were affected by floods in Warrap State and partners learnt that 
crops planted early survived the floods while most of those planted at 
the peak of the rainy season or later were destroyed. 

fOOd sECurItY stabILIzING
At least 4.1 million people in South Sudan are likely to be food 
insecure until the next harvest in late 2013, down from 4.7 million 
people. One million of these will be severely food insecure, 
according to food security partners. A further 30 per cent of 
people are moderately food insecure, while slightly lower than 
2012. Assisting people faced with food insecurity is one of the 
immediate priorities of the humanitarian community.

the vulnerable remain worse off
Food needs remained high for the poorest and most vulnerable 
communities, and largely unchanged since 2008. This sector of 
the population - plus refugees, returnees and internally displaced 
people - is the main target of food aid. The estimated food 
assistance requirements stand at 224,000 tonnes, in the most- 
likely scenario, to assist 2.86 million people, including 490,000 
school children, about 750,000 socially vulnerable populations 
including under-fives and mothers under blanket and targeted 
supplementary feeding programmes and institutional feeding to 
the sick. Refugees and internally displaced communities account 
for about 800,000 people, while the rest are the food insecure 
vulnerable resident household members to be supported through 
general food distribution and other food security activities. 

prEpOsItIONING aId

Seven out of nine of South Sudan’s humanitarian pipelines 
have reached over 50 per cent of their annual targets for 2013, 
according to reports on pipeline progress. The humanitarian 
pipelines fill a critical function in the aid operation in South 
Sudan, by ensuring a steady supply of important relief items to 
partners across the country. 

For nearly half of the 71 items procured through the pipelines, 
agencies procured over 75 per cent of the items needed 
for the year. In the pipelines for vaccines and reproductive 
health supplies, where progress has been slower, efforts were 
redoubled to ensure aid partners have sufficient supplies. 
Lack of adequate funding has posed a major challenge for 
livelihoods partners in the efforts to preposition seeds and 
tools ahead of the rainy season.

Because of delays in importing goods, and logistical challenges 
within the country, strong pipeline results by themselves do 
not guarantee that supplies reach affected communities on 
time, but they are a precondition for an efficient humanitarian 
response.

The aid community’s concerted efforts in the first quarter 
of 2013 have gone a long way towards allowing relief 
organizations to preposition stocks in areas of South Sudan 
which will be difficult to access in the rainy season. 

South Sudan could achieve food self-sufficiency - and break reliance on emergency 
food aid - by 2018. Photo: UNDP
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Harvest increases but deficit remains
Food production increased by over 35 per cent between 2011 
and 2012 due to good rains, improved cultivation practices and 
expanded areas under cultivation, according to food partners. 
South Sudan’s cereal deficit is estimated at 371,000 metric tons for 
2013, which is about one-third of its total cereal requirement of just 
over one million tonnes. Commercial imports will meet some of 
the ‘cereal gap’. However, a significant amount of food assistance 
will be required to fill the rest of the gap, due to high food prices 
and poor commercial supply in some parts of the country. 

prospects for self-sufficiency
Food partners estimate that South Sudan could achieve food self-
sufficiency - and break reliance on emergency food aid - by 2018, if 
there was a cumulative 5 per cent increase in the area of farmed land 
and a 17 per cent increase in productivity. In addition, the country 
needs to adopt more mechanized agriculture, improving the seed 
systems, building adaptation to climate change, managing pests 
and diseases, reducing post-harvest losses, building markets and 
strengthening veterinary service delivery capacity. 

But food experts caution that heightened hostilities and economic 
instability could increase the number of people requiring food 
assistance by more than a million. Insecurity still remains a major 
constraint to optimizing South Sudan’s agricultural potential. Incidents 
of armed cattle-rustling, violence between and among communities, 
and the activities of armed groups continue to inhibit farmers.

fuNdING HuMaNItarIaN fLIGHts

The UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), which enables aid workers to reach 38 destinations across the country, faced a serious 
funding shortfall at the beginning of 2013. At the close of March the WFP-run air service operation was only funded until the end 
of July 2013. This put in jeopardy the entire aid operation in South Sudan. Between January and April, UNHAS transported close to 
30,000 humanitarian aid workers, 64.9 metric tonnes of cargo and performed 75 medical evacuations.

Eliminating misuse
The UNHAS Steering Committee established a monitoring and penalty system to eliminate reported abuses on the use of UNHAS 
by non-humanitarian workers, following discussions with partners including donors and government counterparts. The system was 
implemented in mid-January 2013. The first results showed a sharp reduction in cases of misuse indicating that the service had 
improved considerably.

sustainable funding needed
As of end of March, UNHAS received $5.74 million from donors 
and has pledges of a further $4.9 million. However, even if all the 
pledges materialize there is still a funding shortfall of $8.3 million 
from July 2013 to fund the operation until the end of the year. 
Aid organizations continue to appeal to donors for timely and 
predictable funding to ensure that this critical lifesaving air service 
is maintained.

The UNHAS budget for 2013 has been reduced from $40.3 to 
$31.6 million due to lack of funding. Additional income is being 
generated through increasing booking fees for travel to deep 
field locations on UNHAS flights will increase from $100 to $200 
per person, as of 1 May. UNHAS has been compelled to reduce 
its aircraft fleet from eleven to eight aircraft, with a revised flight 
schedule to come into effect as of 1 May. The reduced fleet is 
likely to have a negative impact on humanitarian air access, 
especially during the rainy season. 

NEW WaYs tO rEaCH Out

OCHA South Sudan launched on the global social media 
platforms of Facebook and Twitter in February, in a bid to 
reach more people across the world about the humanitarian 
situation. With Facebook registering over one billion users 
to date, and Twitter having over half a billion followers, these 
platforms will enable the needs, gaps and challenges of the 
humanitarian situation to be more widely known. 

‘Like’ the new OCHA page on Facebook at UNOCHA South 
Sudan. Follow OCHA on Twitter @OCHASouthSudan. The 
Humanitarian Coordinator, Toby Lanzer, is also speaking about 
the humanitarian situation on Twitter. For up-to-the-minute 
alerts about his humanitarian work, follow him @tobylanzer.

Source: UNHAS
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Women receive food aid from relief organizations in Akobo, Jonglei State.  
Photo: UNMISS/Perret

6

south sudan Humanitarian Update
January-April 2013

HuMaNItarIaN fuNdING
The South Sudan Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) allocated 
some $56 million towards aid and emergency preparedness in 
February, enabling the humanitarians to respond to needs and 
preposition relief ahead of the rainy season. 

response and prepositioning
This first round allocation of the Common Humanitarian Fund will 
directly benefit up to 1.5 million people. It will boost food security, 
livelihoods, education, health, nutrition, water, sanitation and 
protection in highly vulnerable areas, including providing nutrition 
to children and household items for people displaced by violence 
or seasonal floods. Prepositioning life-saving relief in strategic 
hubs across the country is crucial to effective emergency response. 

Early fund disbursement crucial
The humanitarian community makes use of the dry season 
to preposition stocks. The CHF is a vital tool to enable aid 
organizations to kickstart the humanitarian operation at a critical 
time of need when the South Sudan Consolidated Appeal was just 
1 per cent funded. 

However, while the importance of the CHF cannot be overstated, 
the humanitarian community urges donors to disburse their 
pledges in time to allow early allocation. By 30 April, four out of 
the eight donors had deposited funds pledged, corresponding to 
$40.5 million out of the $56.7 million in the first round allocation. 
With the available funds, CHF prioritized disbursement to NGOs, 
as UN agencies are better able to pre-finance projects once 
agreements are signed.

balanced funding key
The Consolidated Appeal was 38 per cent funded at the end of 
April. While donors were generous in providing funding, major 
funding inequalities remained among the clusters. For example, 
while the Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster was 60 per cent 
funded, funding for other lifesaving clusters was less than 25 per 
cent into the second quarter of the year. Even within the Food 
Security and Livelihoods Cluster the distribution is uneven, with the 
food assistance component 75 per cent funded, while agriculture 
and livelihoods programs have only attracted 11 per cent funding. 
Livestock funding was even lower. Unbalanced funding makes it 
challenging for humanitarian partners to deliver comprehensive 
support to vulnerable people, and to build resilience of at-risk 
communities. For example, to break the recurring cycle of food 
insecurity, and dependency on humanitarian aid, South Sudan 
needs increased investment in agriculture and other livelihoods.

ET

CCS

NFI & ES

Mine Action

Education

Protection

Logistics

WASH

Nutrition

Health

MC

FSL

15.7

22.3

31.9

32.9

58.8

60.6

76.5

81.5

88.4

264.7

421

Per cent
coveragetotal requirements

2.8

41%

25%

23%

19%

8%

55%

19%

43%

22%

10%

56%

8%

funded

0 50 100 150 200

Private4

Spain
Luxembourg

Italy
Ireland

Switzerland
Finland
Various3

Germany
Denmark

Allocation2

Sweden
Canada

EC
Japan

UK
Carry-over1

USA 152.5
68.3

53.0
48.2

39.2
29.2

14.0
10.1
9.7

4.4
4.4
2.6
2.4
1.9
1.4
0.6
0.3
0.2

% violence incidents by cause 
(2013)

% displaced by violence by cause 
(2013)

% deaths due to violence by cause 
(2013)

Overall violence figures  
for 2013

Contribution by donors (in million $)

requirements by clusters (in million $)

Index:
1- Carry-over (donors not specified).
2- Allocation of unearmarked CHF funds and fees. 
3- Various Donors (details not yet provided).
4- Private (Individuals & organizations).

Source: FTS

Source: FTS

28%

5%

75%

136
incidents

65%

35%

14,913
internally
displaced 86%

403
deaths

2%12%
Inter/intra communal

Other armed violence

Other displacement

Cross int. border attack

Source: OCHA



7

south sudan Humanitarian Update
January-April 2013

CLustEr fOCus: NutrItION 
Eleven clusters are active in South Sudan. Each provides a 
coordinated response to humanitarian needs in their sector. This 
Humanitarian Update highlights the work of the Nutrition Cluster. 

The Nutrition Cluster comprises over 35 aid 
organizations, working in all of South Sudan’s ten 
states. The cluster is co-led by UNICEF and Action 
Contre la Faim (ACF), and works closely with the 
South Sudan Ministry of Health.

For 2013, the cluster set itself four objectives: to treat acute 
malnutrition among young children, pregnant and breastfeeding 
women and vulnerable groups; to provide services to prevent 
under-nutrition in young children and pregnant and breastfeeding 
women; to strengthen nutrition emergency preparedness and 
response capacity; and to advocate policies that strengthen 
nutrition in South Sudan. 

During the first months of 2013, nutrition partners identified 
and treated over 19,000 children under five for severe acute 
malnutrition and around 16,500  for moderate acute malnutrition. 
This is an improvement on the number of people reached during 
the same period last year, thanks to the increase in the number of 
nutrition partners and improved coverage of communities in need.  

Malnutrition posed a particularly big health challenge to 
communities in violence-affected areas in Jonglei, Northern Bahr 
el Ghazal, Unity, Upper Nile, Warrap and Western Bahr el Ghazal 
states. In response to nutrition emergencies, aid agencies scaled 
up activities in Akobo and Uror counties in Jonglei, and in Maban 
County in Upper Nile, by intensifying outreach programmes, 
decentralizing nutrition sites and recruiting additional personnel 
and providing additional supplies to partners. 

Cluster partners have concluded post-harvest nutrition surveys in 
priority counties, to collect in-depth information on the prevalence 
of malnutrition and inform the response to affected people. By 
April, pre-harvest surveys for the coming planting season were 
underway in selected counties in Eastern Equatoria, Jonglei, Unity 
and Upper Nile states. The surveys included the needs of both 
displaced people and host communities. 

To prepare for the rainy season, when up to 60 per cent of 
South Sudan – including many nutrition project sites – becomes 
inaccessible by road, cluster partners have prepositioned over 
20,000 cartons of therapeutic food and nearly 2,200 metric tonnes 
of supplementary foods in key locations around the country. This 
represents over 95 per cent of the planned supplies needed 
to address severe acute malnutrition (SAM) in locations which 
become inaccessible during the rains. For supplies to address 
moderate acute malnutrition (MAM), pre-positioning is between 
49 and 92 per cent complete in affected states.   

In support of the priority to protect crucial infant feeding practices 
in emergencies, the Nutrition Cluster also created an Infant and 
Young Child Feeding technical working group to enable coherent 
and coordinated actions in nutrition responses in areas where 
there is higher vulnerability to malnutrition, including conflict-
affected areas. 

A Sudanese refugee boy is checked for signs of malnutrition at the Gendrassa camp 
in Upper Nile. Photo: UNICEF/Sokol

A 2-year old boy drinks therapeutic milk at malnutrition treatment centre in Bunj, 
Maban County, Upper Nile. Photo: UNICEF/Sokol
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statE prOfILE: uppEr NILE
Upper Nile State lies in the north-east of South Sudan, bordering 
Sudan to the north-west and Ethiopia to the east. Humanitarian 
needs in the state include responding to 115,000 Sudanese 
refugees from Blue Nile, assisting about 20,000 South Sudanese 
returnees stranded and in transit, and responding to food insecurity 
needs of the general population. 

the refugee crisis
The refugee crisis in Upper Nile continued to challenge the aid 
community’s capacity to respond. By the end of April, the state 
hosted up to 117,000 refugees who had fled conflict and increased 
food insecurity in Sudan’s Blue Nile State. This was an increase 
of over 4,000 people since December 2012. Until the conflict in 
Blue Nile is resolved and the food situation improves, refugees are 
likely to continue to arrive into South Sudan. 

Due to limited capacity of existing refugee settlements, especially 
Doro which reached full capacity and could not accommodate 
more refugees, new arrivals were transported to Jamam transit 
centre some 70kms away, where they were provided with shelter, 
food, household items and basic services. New refugee arrivals will 
be relocated to a new refugee camp in Kaya from May onwards. 

returnee entry corridor 
Close to 29,000 South Sudanese had returned from Sudan since 
the start of the year, including the recent movement of 1,300 South 
Sudanese from Khartoum into Upper Nile’s Malakal way station. 
The capacity to host returnees at the way station was overstretched 
by the end of March. Humanitarian partners scaled up efforts in 
Malakal to meet the needs of the returnees at the transit site. 

With regards to returns, humanitarian actors were concerned about 
rising insecurity around the border with Sudan, harassment on the 
Khartoum-Upper Nile road, a lack of a re-integration strategy, and 
the condition of over 20,000 returnees in Renk, some of whom 
have remained stranded for two years.

food insecurity drives vulnerabilities
In 2012, seasonal flooding destroyed crops in Upper Nile 
rendering thousands of people food insecure and in need of 
humanitarian assistance. The resulting cereal deficits, unfavorable 
market conditions, and disruption of border trade between South 
Sudan and Sudan left 6 per cent of people severely food insecure 
and  44 per cent of people moderately food insecure by the end 
of 2012, according to a recently published Annual Needs and 
Livelihood Assessment report for 2012/13. Upper Nile is one of 
the states showing a worsening in food security status. However, 
there is potential for agricultural growth, if mechanization is used 
to exploit the fertile land and the river Nile for irrigation. 

Humanitarian access restrictions
The highest number of humanitarian access constraints was 
observed in Upper Nile (13 of 61 incidents) in the first three 
months of 2013, where authorities introduced new taxes and fees 
onto humanitarian goods arriving from other parts of the country. 
By early March, demand for taxes and fees resulted in a serious 
blockage at all major entry points into Upper Nile, with more than 

a dozen trucks and eight barges carrying humanitarian goods 
stuck in Malakal, Melut and Renk. Transporters attempting to reach 
Maban County from Ethiopia in early March reported passing 
over 30 checkpoints between Pagak and Batil, each demanding 
taxation varying from 20 to 50 SSP per truck. 

Following advocacy by the humanitarian community, the 
government issued formal directives to Upper Nile State authorities 
reiterating the need to respect humanitarian activities and exempt 
humanitarian goods and services from taxation.

Coordination structures
To ensure a well-coordinated and effective humanitarian response 
to refugees, returnees and other vulnerable communities, Upper 
Nile State has set up a coordination system chaired by the state 
government’s Relief and Rehabilitation Commission, with OCHA 
providing technical guidance. Humanitarian actors met regularly 
in cluster and humanitarian meetings to discuss emerging 
humanitarian situations and plan responses to reported crises.

Contact information: The South Sudan Humanitarian Update has been prepared by OCHA South Sudan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. 
Please contact ochasouthsudan@un.org with comments, feedback or inputs to the next issue. disclaimer: Figures on maps and charts are reported 
by authorities and/or assessment teams unless otherwise indicated.  
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upper Nile by numbers

960,000 people

51% people under 18 years

26% people live below the poverty line

110 in 1,000 children die before their 5th birthday

2,094 in 100,000 women die in childbirth

74% households own a mosquito net

59% depend on agriculture as source of income

75% rural population

74% gross enrolment rate in primary school


