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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Somalia. It covers the 
period from 29 to 31 July 2011. The next report will be issued on or around 3 August 2011. Disclaimer: While all efforts have 
been made to verify the information contained in this report, OCHA cannot guarantee complete accuracy. However, in the 
event of misreporting, corrections will be made in subsequent editions.   

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• One quarter of Somalia’s 7.5 million people have been displaced, either within Somalia or to 

neighboring countries. 
• There are an estimated 1.25 million children across southern Somalia in urgent need of life saving 

interventions, 640,000 of whom are acutely malnourished. 
• In July, southern Somalia received 653 metric tons of Corn Soya Blend, enough to feed more than 

65,000 vulnerable children; approximately 230 metric tons of therapeutic food to treat 16,000 
severely malnourished children; as well as a donation of 40 tons of nutritional food supplies from the 
Kuwait Government to assist malnourished children. 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
There are reports of new waves of internally displaced persons (IDPs) reaching Dollow in southern 
Somalia and crossing the border into Ethiopia, with an estimated 70 per cent of new arrivals coming from 
Bay and Bakool regions. The rest are coming from various areas in Gedo Region that are mainly Al-Shabaab 
controlled. Sixty per cent of these newly displaced people are children, although the number of people 
moving is as yet unclear. It appears that, in many cases, older children are trusted to neighbors and relatives 
and sent to refugee camps with other families, or mothers and young children are sent to refugee camps 
while fathers and a few older children stay behind to look after the remaining livestock. In the worst cases, 
unaccompanied children and older girls are left behind to fend for themselves in the nearest towns.  

There are also reports of new displacement in Lower Juba Region from the agro-pastoral villages of Jamame 
and Kismayo. Two trucks and two mini-buses left Jamame in the past two days, heading towards Dhooble, 
near the Kenyan border. However, most leaving Jamame are travelling east towards Mogadishu, as it is an 
easier transport route. Those in Kismayo have started moving west to refugee camps in Kenya.   
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 FOOD 
Needs:  The Food Assistance Cluster’s revised target for food distribution is 3.7 million people; the majority 
(2.8 million) being in southern Somalia. 
 
Response: The first airlift to Gedo delivered five metric tons of High Energy Biscuits, sufficient to feed 5,000 
people for five days.  In the Gedo region, cluster partners have begun screening for a supplementary feeding 
programme for malnourished children and general food distributions for families. The food cluster has 
established a network of permanent nutrition centres in most districts in Central region with partners. The 
numbers of those in need of assistance in these areas has been growing, with new 2,000 admissions of 
malnourished children and women in May and 3,000 in June.  Currently around 9,000 people are receiving 
supplementary feeding and their families receive rations, reaching a total of 54,000 people. On 31 August the 
United Arab Emirates Red Crescent Society and Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan Charity Foundation began 

 



2 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  
Celebrating 20 years of coordinated humanitarian ac tion 

distribution of rice, oil, sorghum and dates to IDPs in and around Mogadishu. The UAE Red Crescent is 
conducting rapid assessments to better understand additional needs of IDPs. 
 

 EDUCATION 
Response:  The Education Cluster is currently conducting a joint assessment from 30 July to 1 August in the 
regions of Lower and Middle Juba, Lower and Middle Shabelle, Banadir, Hiran, Gedo, Bay, Bakool and 
Galgaduud. There are plans to urgently scale-up child friendly spaces in the south-central region in order to 
ensure that children in conflict and disaster-affected areas have access to life-saving and sustaining services 
and activities. A joint strategy has been developed for the establishment of about 400 child-friendly spaces in 
southern Somalia in order to address the psycho-social wellbeing of drought and famine-affected 
communities, since schools are closed for the long summer vacation. The proposed child-friendly spaces will 
also provide access to food through vouchers (in the absence of school feeding programmes), amongst 
other support services. The Center for Education and Development has reported a 20 per cent drop in 
attendance at IDP schools in the regions of Middle Shabelle and Galgaduud.  
 

 SHELTER  
Response:  One quarter of Somalia’s 7.5 million people have been displaced, both within Somalia and to 
neighboring countries. During the month of July, in the Benadir Region, which includes Mogadishu,  the 
Shelter cluster reached some 22,000 households with non-food items (NFIs) including plastic sheets, tents, 
blankets and cutlery.  
 

 NUTRITION 
Needs:  There are an estimated 1.25 million children across southern Somalia in urgent need of life saving 
interventions, 640,000 of which are acutely malnourished. 
 
Response:  In July, 653 metric tons of Corn Soya Blend (CSB) were brought into southern Somalia, enough 
to feed more than 65,000 vulnerable children, as well as about 230 metric tons of therapeutic food to treat 
16,000 severely malnourished children. Most of these nutritional supplies have already reached children in 
Mogadishu and the regions of Gedo, Middle Juba, Lower Juba, Bay and Lower Shabelle.  

The Kuwait Government has donated 40 tons of nutritional food supply to assist malnourished children in 
southern Somalia. The shipment arrived at Mogadishu on 29 July 2011 and was received by the Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG). In Benadir Region, which includes Mogadishu, some 30,000 households 
benefited from food distribution (daily and/or monthly rations) during July. In Middle and Lower Juba, two 
tons of nutritious biscuits were airlifted for displaced children who are on their way to the refugee camps.  

Gaps & Constraints: The Nutrition Cluster estimates that it will need $117 million over the next six months 
to reach children in all of Somalia’s drought affected areas in the south with emergency and preventative 
assistance. 
 

 HEALTH 

Needs:  The emergence of new informal settlements poses a major challenge to the few health service 
providers who also have limited operational capacity. The prevailing malnutrition levels exacerbate the 
precarious public health situation in Somalia. 

There are confirmed cholera outbreaks in Mogadishu (Benadir Region), along the Afgooye corridor and 
Baidoa (Bay Region), Xharardeere, Bursalah, Godldogob and Hobyo (Mudug Region), and Awdhegle and 
Wanlaweyne (Lower Shabelle Region). Since January, 3,839 acute watery diarrhea (AWD)/cholera cases 
have been reported, including 2,954 cases of children under 5 years of age. Children under 2 years of age 
bear the greatest burden of AWD, accounting for 55% of all reported cases. A total of 129 AWD/cholera-
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related deaths have been reported at Banadir Hospital in Mogadishu this year. Based on data collected, 
women and girls account for 47% of all AWD reported cases at the hospital. 

Cases of whooping cough have been confirmed in four villages in Badade district, Lower Juba. A total of 53 
cases were reported, all in infants between one and two months old, although the presentation of symptoms 
in some cases is questionable. Cases are being managed by the Mother and Child Healthcare (MCH) 
centers with antibiotic treatment. Negotionations are underway with local authorities to conduct vaccination 
campaigns in Lower and Middle Jubba. 

Response:  AWD/cholera case management and prevention activities like chlorination of water sources are 
ongoing. The Health Cluster is closely monitoring trends of communicable diseases, especially AWD and 
measles, in light of the end of the dry season. The main areas of focus are i) Expansion of early warning 
systems and outbreak response; ii) Providing basic health services and emergency surgical care; iii) 
Providing emergency vaccination packages; and iv) Management of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) at 
hospitals. 

Gaps & Constraints: To undertake these emergency health interventions for the drought-affected 
population, $3 million is required to maintain ongoing activities for six months and an additional $10 million 
for the scaling-up of activities for six months. The Health Cluster has received $2 million from the Central 
Emergency Response Fund (CERF) for health response to the drought victims. 
 

 PROTECTION 
Needs:  Reports have been received of local authorities preventing populations from leaving regions in 
southern Somalia. Recent reports also indicate that forced payments, arrests and harsh punishments by Al 
Shabaab have been on the rise despite the worsening situation. There are also indications that clashes 
between the warring parties in southern Somalia have declined due to increased pressure on parties to the 
conflict to deal with mass population movements sparked by drought and famine. 
 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH) 
Needs:  The revised beneficiary figure for the WASH cluster is 800,000 for emergency sanitation and 2.5 
million for emergency water. 

Response:  In Benadir Region, which includes Mogadishu, some 18,000 households were directly targeted 
by WASH interventions in July, including latrine construction, well rehabilitation, soap distribution and the 
establishing of water points. Water tanks have also been placed along the routes being used by displaced 
people.  In the regions of Galgaduud, Gedo and Lower Juba, 36,000 people have been reached through 
water access by voucher and construction/rehabilitation of shallow wells, 2,600 through distribution of 
hygiene kits (which includes soap and jerry cans), and 3,500 through the construction of 58 new latrines.  
 
 

IV. Funding 

 
• The revised Consolidated Appeal (CAP) for Somalia is 40.5 per 

cent funded – $429 million out of the required $1,060 million, 
with a funding gap of around $631 million.  

• Food interventions are 57 per cent funded, WASH 34 per cent, 
Nutrition 25 per cent, Health 23 per cent and Livelihoods 11 per 
cent. 

 

1 Billion 
requested (US$) 

 40.5% 
funded 
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The Humanitarian Requirements for the Horn of Africa Drought Report has been published, and can be 
found here. It presents the key elements of the current emergency for which there is an urgent and credible 
need for an immediate donor response, and for which there are reliable information, projections and 
planning. It is divided into a regional overview plus country chapters describing each one's drought-related 
humanitarian programmes, together with information on the response to date and on funding requirements. 
Donors are encouraged to consider this document as a resumé of the current situation, and to consult the 
relevant consolidated appeals or comparable documents for more detailed information on the situation in 
each country when considering their funding decisions. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
 
  

VI. Contact 

 
Nairobi       New York 
Rita Maingi       Federica D’Andreagiovanni 
Public Information Officer     Desk Officer Somalia 
Tel: +254 (0)734 800 120     Tel: +1 212 963 8621 
Email: maingir@un.org       Email: dandreagiovannif@un.org 

For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.un.org/somalia 
 


