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Somalia • Famine & Drought  
Situation Report No. 33  
1 February  2012  

 

This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collabor ation with humanitarian partners. It was issued by 
OCHA in New York. It covers the period from 25 Janu ary to 1 February 2012. The next report will be iss ued 
on 8 February 2012.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Al Shabaab announces a ban on the International Committee of the Red Cross in areas under its 

control. 
• Transitional Federal Government Forces begin forcible evacuation of internally displaced people 

occupying government buildings in Mogadishu. 
• On 3 February, the Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit will announce new findings on the 

humanitarian situation in Somalia. 
• Increased transport rates could push up the cost of humanitarian relief. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
In a press statement issued on 30 January, Al Shabaab announced that it had decided to “fully terminate the 
contract of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)” working in areas under its control. Al 
Shabaab accused ICRC of repeated distribution of expired food. This decision follows ICRC’s announcement 
on 12 January of a temporary suspension of food and seed distributions in southern Somalia as a result of 
local authorities blocking 140 trucks attempting to deliver food to 240,000 beneficiaries. Since October 2011, 
ICRC reached over 1 million people with food distribution. The Humanitarian Country Team will meet to 
urgently discuss the impact of this latest Al Shabaab announcement. 
 
On 31 January, Transitional Federal Government (TFG) forces began forcibly moving internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) from government buildings in Mogadishu. This follows an ultimatum issued earlier in the 
month for all IDPs occupying government buildings and land in Mogadishu to vacate them within 12 days. 
Reports indicate that the TFG is targeting the former National Theatre and surrounding buildings located 
near Villa Somalia in Wardhiigleey district. 
The number of IDPs being moved is 
currently unknown. Meanwhile, tensions are 
high in Waaberi district where government 
forces plan to carry out similar operations in 
the former poly-technique and Vintuuno 
school buildings. It is not clear where the 
IDPs will be relocated. 
 
On 3 February, the Somalia Food Security 
and Nutritional Analysis Unit (FSNAU) will 
hold a press conference to announce its 
post-Deyr harvest analysis findings on the 
humanitarian situation in Somalia. The 
figures will reveal the latest situation on the 
ground and will drive the agenda of the 
humanitarian community until the next 
assessment in August 2012. 
 
The Logistics Cluster has reported an 
increase in the cost of transporting 
humanitarian aid to the Kenya/Somalia 
border regions as a result of security issues 
and lack of capacity. The Cluster is 
investigating the matter and will report on 
the rising costs in their next analysis. 
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response in Southern So malia 

 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE  
Needs: In 2012, humanitarian partners are seeking to provide food assistance to three million food insecure 
people throughout the country. Last year, the cluster targeted four million people, including three million in 
southern Somalia. 
 
The Deyr harvest (February-March) typically provides households whose livelihoods revolve around 
agriculture or agricultural labor with access to cereals until the end of April. Households not directly 
benefiting from the harvest will remain vulnerable during this period. Without food assistance, their food and 
nutrition security could deteriorate, eroding the gains of the scale-up in operations between September and 
November. 
 
Response: Reports from partners in the field indicate that an estimated 1,120,121 beneficiaries were 
reached with food assistance in January 2012. Food assistance interventions include dry food rations to 
households in crisis, specialized nutritious foods for malnourished children and women, cooked meals to 
displaced populations and other vulnerable groups, and cash grants and food vouchers to improve 
household access to food. On 24 January, partners agreed on the need to provide a greater combination of 
cash, food vouchers and food responses in southern and central regions. Cash and food voucher responses 
allow for more flexibility due to the ban on several food assistance cluster members. Before the ban on aid 
organizations in parts of southern and central Somalia under the control of Al Shabaab, cluster partners had 
reached 2.6 million people with food assistance.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: The ban of some organizations delivering food in southern and central Somalia is 
causing grave concern that vulnerable populations are not receiving the necessary assistance. The Food 
Assistance Cluster estimated that 1.8 million people in need in the South did not receive food assistance 
from cluster members in December as a result of the ban.   
 

NUTRITION 
Needs: In July 2011, FSNAU estimated that 450,000 children were acutely malnourished throughout the 
country, including 333,524 children in southern Somalia. The cluster aimed to reach 270,000 acutely 
malnourished children from July to December 2011. In addition, 56,000 of the estimated 140,000 pregnant 
and lactating women were targeted between July and December 2011. In 2012, the cluster estimates that 
690,000 children and 144,800 pregnant and lactating women (PLW) will be acutely malnourished. The 
cluster will aim to provide treatment to 473,000 beneficiaries (415,000 acutely malnourished children and 
58,000 PLW). 
 
Response: In 2011, cluster partners supported approximately 616,343 malnourished children under age 5 
across the country, including 182,477 severely malnourished and 433,866 moderately malnourished 
children. Of these, 561,266 were in the south and central regions. Since the declaration of famine in parts of 
southern Somalia in July until December 2011, the cluster reached 364,100 children under age 5, including 
336,213 in the south and central regions. In the southern and central regions, the cluster supported nearly 
fifty per cent more children following the declaration of famine compared to the first half of the year. 
 
In addition, as a preventative measure to avert further malnutrition and excess mortality among those at risk, 
blanket supplementary feeding programmes (BSFP) in Lower Juba, Gedo, Bakool, Hiraan, Bari, Nugaal and 
Mudug regions provide monthly food/micronutrient supplements to families with malnourished children under 
age 5. BSFPs reached a total of 342,688 children in 2011. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: There are gaps in areas of the South especially in Afgooye, Bakool, Bay, Middle 
and Lower Shabelle and parts of Middle and Lower Juba where partners on the ground can no longer 
operate due to the Al Shabaab ban.  
 

HEALTH 
Needs: In 2011, the Health Cluster aimed to assist 2.6 million of the estimated 3.7 million people in need of 
access to primary and basic secondary health care services. In 2012, the cluster will target three million 
people throughout Somalia, with particular emphasis on southern and central Somalia, namely Middle and 
Lower Shabelle, Bakool, Bay, Gedo, Middle and Lower Juba. 
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Response: From 16 to 22 January, 126 confirmed malaria cases were reported from 15 health facilities in 
Banadir region, of which 64 (51 per cent) were confirmed by rapid diagnostic test. In the same period, 363 
suspected malaria cases were reported in Lower Shabelle, of which 99 (27 per cent) were confirmed.  
 
Measles cases are still being reported in all regions of South Central Somalia. From 16 to 22 January, 34 
suspected measles cases were reported, including 25 (73 per cent) children under age 5. Three children 
under age 5 died as a result. In Lower Shabelle, 47 suspected measles cases were reported, including 38 
(81 per cent) children under age 5. Intervention is a challenge due to limited access following the ban of most 
implementing partners from most of the regions in the area by local authorities. 
 
In addition, from 16 to 22 January, Banadir Hospital reported 88 cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD), 
including 62 (78 per cent) children under age 5, with 11 related deaths (nine children under age 5). This 
represents a decrease of 10 per cent compared to the previous week when 100 cases were reported. Since 
the beginning of January, 312 cases of AWD/cholera have been reported in Banadir Hospital in Mogadishu, 
including 244 (72 per cent) children under age 5, with 15 related deaths. In Lower Shabelle, health facilities 
also reported 33 AWD cases, including 29 (88 per cent) children under 5. WHO has urged all WASH 
partners to step up activities in the affected districts. The Health and WASH clusters are disseminating radio 
messages about cholera to the most affected areas in Somalia, and will continue to do so over the coming 
four months. 
 
Data available from health partners indicates that an estimated 1,914,261 people were reached with 
essential health services in 2011.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: In addition to the general absence of essential public health care services in most of 
Somalia, the 28 November Al Shabaab ban on several cluster partners has affected people’s access to 
health services since many primary health care facilities were suspended and many essential drug kits 
remain locked in warehouses. 
 

WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH) 
Needs: Access to safe water is limited across Somalia. In most regions in the South, fewer than 20 per cent 
of households can access a protected water source and fewer than 40 per cent have access to sanitation 
(FSNAU). Cholera is endemic, with AWD outbreaks regularly occurring following the rainy season. In 2012, 
the WASH Cluster aims to ensure 2.6 million people have increased, equal and sustained access to safe and 
appropriate water, sanitation services and hygiene promotion. In 2011, the cluster targeted 3.3 million people 
with sustained access to safe water and 1.3 million people with emergency sanitation. 
 
Response: In 2011, following new information received from cluster partners, 1,945,383 people were 
supported with sustainable water access in Somalia (59 per cent of the cluster target). Most of the 
beneficiaries reached to date are from southern Somalia (1,267,698). Concurrently, in areas where 
sustainable water interventions had not been completed, the cluster reached 2,921,308 beneficiaries with 
temporary provision of safe water, including 2,579,056 in the south.  
 
Furthermore, the cluster supported 1,087,957 people with access to sanitation facilities in 2011, representing 
84 per cent of the cluster target, while 1,853,900 people benefited from hygiene promotion and non-food item 
(NFI) hygiene packages.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: In the event of a large-scale cholera outbreak following the Gu rains, the WASH 
Cluster is concerned that the Al Shabaab ban may limit the ability of humanitarian organizations to respond 
to the needs of people in affected areas. The cluster’s regional focal points are conducting an analysis of 
projected needs and response capacities in the event of a cholera outbreak, and district lead agencies for 
AWD/cholera are assessing gaps and coordinating response needs in each district.  
 

AGRICULTURE & LIVELIHOODS  
Needs: In 2011, the cluster targeted 2.6 million people of the four million food-insecure people in Somalia 
with agriculture and livelihood assistance. 
 
Response: The Agriculture and Livelihoods Cluster is still consolidating its 2011 figures. Available 
information indicates that the cluster reached an estimated 4,236,951 million people in 2011 with a 
combination of food vouchers, cash transfers, seed distributions and animal treatment. Of these, an 
estimated 2,295,070 people benefited from cash and food vouchers and 1,941,881 pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists/farmers received livestock services and seeds. 
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EDUCATION 
Needs : There are an estimated 2.3 million school-aged children in southern and central Somalia, of whom 
1.8 million are not in school. Following the declaration of famine in July 2011, the cluster aimed to reach 
435,000 children and 7,355 teachers and other education personnel in southern and central Somalia. In 
addition, 45,500 IDP children in southern and central Somalia were jointly targeted for non-formal education 
by the Education and Protection clusters via child friendly spaces (CFSs). In 2012, the Education Cluster will 
target a total of 609,940 beneficiaries mainly in the South.   
 
Response: Over the reporting week, no new data was received from the field. In 2011, the Education 
Cluster reached a total of 496,708 students and 8,769 teachers in southern and central regions, surpassing 
the cluster targets. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Funding, the Al Shabaab ban, a lack of learning spaces, materials and capacity 
among teachers are the main constraints to deliver education in the southern and central region of Somalia.  
 

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS)  
Needs:  UNHCR estimates that there are approximately 1.35 million IDPs in Somalia. In 2011, the cluster 
targeted more than 1.3 million IDPs with emergency assistance packages (EAPs)/non-food items (NFIs) and 
150,899 longer-term IDPs (more than six months) with improved (transitional) shelter. In 2012, Shelter 
Cluster partners aim to provide non-food items to 1,010,000 IDPs and transitional shelter to nearly 250,000 
IDPs.  
 
Response: Earlier this month, 30,780 IDPs from Gedo, Middle Juba and Lower Shabelle received EAPs. 
The long-awaited distribution in Gedo, which provided EAPs to 6,180 flood-affected beneficiaries, was finally 
possible due to an improvement in access. In Middle Juba, 4,200 IDPs received EAPs while in Lower 
Shabelle, 20,400 IDPs received the standard EAP kit in addition to a zero-fly plastic sheet. The plastic sheets 
are similar to the standard 5m x 4m sheets but are treated with deltamethri, an insecticide incorporated in the 
plastic sheeting that will kill and repel mosquitoes for several years.   
 
Cluster reports indicate that 1,758 longer-term IDPs received improved shelter in Bossaso and Gaalkacyo. 
 
At the Shelter Cluster meeting held in Mogadishu on 24 January, it was agreed that the cluster would 
coordinate an inter-agency needs assessment of NFI and shelter gaps in Mogadishu in early February in 
order to set the targets for 2012. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: The cluster has not been able to distribute any shelter or NFIs in the Bakool region 
due to a combination of lack of resources, access constraints and the limited number of operational partners. 
 

PROTECTION 
Needs: Of the estimated 1.35 million IDPs in Somalia, many are women and children who are extremely 
vulnerable. In 2012, the Protection Cluster will target 50,000 people directly and 750,000 indirectly (an 
estimated 480,000 female and 320,000 male).  
 
Response: On 25 January, the UNHCR Bossaso Protection Unit visited four IDP settlements to assess the 
shelter conditions and protection issues (including issues related to gender-based violence, security during 
nights, etc). UNHCR found that medical and livelihood support were the most pressing needs of the IDPs. An 
increase of field visits is planned and more detailed information on protection needs and priorities will be 
available in subsequent reports. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: Funding shortfalls and general access challenges continue to hamper the cluster’s 
ability to provide adequate protection for the most vulnerable   
 

LOGISTICS 
On 28 January, the Logistics Cluster-coordinated vessel arrived in Mogadishu Port. It contained 126 metric 
tonnes of humanitarian cargo including construction materials, jerry cans, soaps, plastic sheeting, mosquito 
nets, blankets, cooking pots, plates, spoons, cups, kettles and iodized salt.    
 
Space for two mobile storage units (MSUs) was allocated by the Mogadishu Port Authority Space with final 
management details pending. These MSUs (both 10 m X 32 m) will be transported from Mombasa on the 
next Logistics Cluster trip in mid-February, and will provide temporary storage capacity for humanitarian 
cargo in transit. Storage capacity (via  MSUs) will be available in Bossaso for Logistics Cluster partners upon 



5 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  

request and one further MSU will be available for loan, where required in Somalia, based on partner 
requirements at present.   
 

IV. Coordination  
 
As reported last week, the Garowe Municipality in Puntland began forcibly relocating IDPs from the Shabelle 
Settlement in Puntland. In response, OCHA convened an ad-hoc IDP Task Force meeting in Puntland on 22 
January. Partners agreed not to support the relocation as they are not being conducted in accordance with 
International Humanitarian Law or agreements with the government of Puntland. On 23 January, the 
Protection Cluster in Bossaso agreed to monitor and report protection issues relating to the forced relocation 
of IDPs in Garowe.  
 
On 25 January in Hargeysa, Woqooyi Galbeed region, COMPAD, a local human rights organization, raised 
the issue of food and NFI requirements for conflict-related IDPs from Sool and Sanag who recently moved to 
villages in Buuhoodle district. OCHA will contact the Somaliland Red Crescent Society in Las Anod, in the 
Sool region, for additional information on displacements and humanitarian needs in and around Buuhoodle 
district and share it with the Inter-Cluster Working Group.  
 

V. Funding 

 
2011 Somalia CAP in million US$ (as of 01 Feb 2012) 

295

210

134

88

81

60

52

32

29

22

Food Assistance

Agriculture and Livelihoods

Nutrition

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

Health

Shelter and NFIs

Protection

Logistics

Education

Enabling Programmes

Funded

Unmet

95% funded

66%

98%

62%

82%

44%

18%

91%

62%

90%  
Total : $1 billion requested, 84% funded 

 
 

Total: $1 billion requested 
 
 

84%
funded

16%
unmet

 

2012 Somalia CAP in million US$ (as of 01 Feb 2012) 
 

486

344

260

105

85

69

68

44

37

24

Agriculture And Livelihoods

Food Assistance

Nutrition

Water, Sanitation And Hygiene

Health

Protection

Shelter And Nfis

Education

Logistics

Enabling Programmes

Funded

Unmet

0% funded

24%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

2%  
 

Total : $1.5 billion requested, 5% funded 
 

Total: $1.5 billion 
requested 
 
 

5%
funded

95%
unmet

 

 
For more information about the Consolidated Appeal for Somalia, visit 
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/CAP2012. 
 
To make a donation through the United Nations, please consider one of the following options:  
 
1. Support the appeals for the countries in the Horn of Africa  
2. Give to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)  
3. Give to the Pooled Funds in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia  
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4. Give to OCHA’s response to the Horn of Africa Crisis 
 
For details on how to make a donation, please consult the “OCHA Guide to Humanitarian Giving” on the 
OCHA website: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and rec ipient agencies, are encouraged to inform 
OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (http://fts.unoch a.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-
mailing fts@un.org . 
 

VII. Contact 

Nairobi       New York 
ÓrlaFagan       Federica D’Andreagiovanni 
Public Information Officer    Desk Officer Somalia 
Tel: +254 (0)78 6527210    Tel: +1 917 367 2236 
Email: fagano@un.org     Email: dandreagiovannif@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.un.org/somalia. 


