
www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  

 

Somalia • Famine & Drought  
Situation Report No. 31  
18 January 2012  

 

This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collabor ation with humanitarian partners. It was issued 
by OCHA in New York. It covers the period from 11 t o 18 January 2012. The next report will be issued 
on 25 January 2012. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• On 12 January, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) announced the temporary 

suspension of food and seed distribution in southern Somalia. 
• The estimate of the number of internally displaced persons in Somalia has been revised to 

1,356,000. 
• Kenya has intensified its military operations in southern Somalia. On 15 January, air strikes on Jilib in 

Lower Juba region reportedly killed 10 civilians. 
• On 12 January, two aid workers were killed near the town of Dhuusamarreeb, Galgaduud region. 
• On 10 January, a UN compound in Mogadishu was attacked with grenades. 

 
II. Situation Overview 

 
On 12 January, ICRC announced the temporary suspension of its distributions in southern Somalia. The 
decision came after local authorities blocked 140 trucks attempting to deliver food to 240,000 beneficiaries in 
Middle Shabelle and Galgaduud regions in mid-December. The ICRC stated that the suspension would 
continue until there were assurances from the authorities controlling those areas that unrestricted 
distributions could take place and reach those in need as previously agreed. The ICRC is one of the few 
organizations distributing humanitarian aid in the most inaccessible areas of southern Somalia. Since 
October 2011, ICRC has distributed food rations to more than 1.1 million people and provided agriculture 
support to over 100,000 farmers. 
 
UNHCR has revised its estimate of the number of 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) inside 
Somalia to 1.35 million, down from 1.46 million. 
Lower Shabelle remains the region with the 
greatest number of IDPs, estimated at 496,000 
people, followed by Banadir with 184,000 IDPs. 
The revision is due to more access to previously 
unreachable areas, which has enabled aid 
agencies to be more precise in targeting those in 
need of life-saving interventions. 
 
According to field sources, Kenya has intensified 
its military operations in Lower Juba region, 
southern Somalia, over the last few days. Air 
strikes were reported in Hanyo, Cag-Libaax and 
Janaay Abdalle near the town of Afmadow on 16 
January. The number of casualties is not yet 
known. On 15 January, Kenyan fighter jets carried 
out airstrikes on the town of Jilib, which is under 
Al Shabaab. Ten civilians were reportedly killed in 
the attack, with scores of people wounded, 
including women and children. 
 
On 12 January, two aid workers from a local NGO 
were killed near the town of Dhuusamarreeb in 
Galgaduud as they travelled to Guri Ceel to implement humanitarian programmes. They were caught in an Al 
Shabaab ambush intended for an Ethiopian convoy, which had passed before them. The deaths bring the 
total number of aid workers killed in the past four weeks to seven.  
 
On 10 January, the main UN compound in Mogadishu was attacked with two hand grenades. There were no 
injuries, despite a claim on the Al Shabaab website that the attack seriously injured four UN staff.  
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III. Humanitarian Needs and Response in Southern So malia 
 

 FOOD ASSISTANCE 
Needs: Humanitarian partners are seeking to provide food assistance to four million food insecure people 
throughout the country, including three million in southern Somalia. 

Response: More than 1.7 million people received food assistance in Somalia during December 2011, based 
on reports received from nearly all cluster partners. This includes 469,693 people in the south (18 per cent of 
the population in crisis in those areas), 569,175 in Mogadishu, 284,660 in the central regions (38 per cent of 
the population in crisis) and 379,141 in Somaliland and Puntland (84 per cent of the population in crisis). The 
number of people receiving food assistance in December significantly decreased compared to the previous 
two months. Over 2.6 million people were assisted in October and 2.15 million in November. This is primarily 
attributed to access challenges since the Al Shabaab ban. The December figure does not include 
beneficiaries reached by agencies funded by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 

Based on reports received to date, approximately 278,471 beneficiaries have received food assistance so far 
in January.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Areas most affected by the Al 
Shabaab ban in order of percentage of populations in 
crisis not being assisted are: Middle Shabelle (over 99 
per cent), Hiraan (97 per cent), Lower Shabelle (97 per 
cent), Lower Juba (92 per cent), Bay (91 per cent), 
Middle Juba (84 per cent), Galgaduud (53 per cent) and 
Mudug (25 per cent). Overall, 1.8 million people in need 
in the south did not receive emergency food assistance 
from cluster members in December due to the ban. 
Although the food security situation will remain critical in 
the coming months, the medium term impact of the ban 
is difficult to ascertain as the impact will be temporally 
offset by the January to March harvest, predicted to be 
normal. The Deyr harvest typically provides households with livelihoods that revolve around agriculture or 
agricultural labour with access to cereals until the end of April. Households not directly benefiting from the 
harvest will remain vulnerable during this period. Without food assistance, their food and nutrition security 
could deteriorate, eroding the gains of the scale-up in operations between September and November.  

As part of efforts to address the reduction in people receiving food assistance due to the Al Shabaab ban, 
several partners with access in the affected areas have submitted proposals to fill part of the gaps 
(approximately 80,000 people per month). However, additional financial resources are required to enable 
operations to proceed.   
 

 NUTRITION 
Needs: Following the declaration of famine in July 2011, the Somalia Food Security and Nutrition Analysis 
Unit (FSNAU) estimated that 450,000 children were acutely malnourished throughout the country, including 
333,524 children in southern Somalia. The cluster aimed to reach 270,000 acutely malnourished children 
from July to December 2011. In addition, 56,000 of the estimated 140,000 pregnant and lactating women 
were targeted between July and December 2011. 
 
Response: Cluster partners admitted 340,987 children to malnutrition treatment programmes from July to 
December 2011, including 314,039 in southern Somalia. This means that 94 per cent of the children 
estimated to be malnourished in southern Somalia have been assisted. In total, 592,440 children throughout 
Somalia were reached in 2011.  
 
In addition, as a preventative measure to avert further malnutrition and excess mortality among those at risk, 
blanket supplementary feeding programmes (BSFP) in Lower Juba, Gedo, Bakool, Hiraan, Bari, Nugaal and 
Mudug regions provide monthly food/micronutrient supplements to families with malnourished children under 
age 5. BSFPs reached 10,817 pregnant and lactating women as well as 45,317 children between 6 and 59 
months in December, bringing the total of children reached in 2011 to 342,688.  
 
As they reach the border regions, IDPs in transit to either Kenya or Ethiopia are often malnourished following 
days of travel from their homes. A programme targeting transit IDPs in Gedo and Lower Juba reached 3,133 
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children aged 6 to 59 months with a 15-day ration of nutritional supplement in December, bringing the total 
number of IDP children reached in 2011 to 19,769.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Gaps are notable in Bay, Bakool and Middle Shabelle regions, where five 
international NGOs have had their operations revoked by Al Shabaab. 
 

 HEALTH 
Needs: Health conditions are deteriorating as a result of the general absence of essential public health care 
services. The increase in the risk of disease outbreaks is compounded by the absence of essential health, 
nutrition and WASH facilities in most of Somalia, particularly in Middle Juba, Bay, Bakool, Lower and Middle 
Shabelle and Hiraan regions. There is a critical need to enhance health interventions and assess and 
monitor health risks in the affected regions. In 2011, the Health Cluster aimed to assist 2.6 million of the 
estimated 3.7 million people in need throughout Somalia through the provision of access to primary and 
basic secondary health care services. In underserved areas where gaps exist, the cluster targeted 150,000 
people through mobile health clinics. 
 
Response: Data available from health partners 
indicates that an estimated 1,914,261 people were 
reached with essential health services from January to 
mid-December 2011. This represents 61 per cent of the 
2.6 million people targeted. Information received from 
November 2011 indicates that 26 mobile clinics 
provided consultations to 48,630 patients, including 
25,055 women and girls (52 per cent), in the southern 
regions of Somalia. The catchment population per 
district is approximately 10,000 people. During the 
reporting week, mobile clinics reached 2,625 people in 
Lower Shabelle and 5,481 in Banadir.  
 
In December, health facilities reported over 1,640 
suspected cases of measles, including 1,230 children under age 5, in southern and central Somalia. This is a 
41 per cent decline from the 2,803 cases (including 1,771 children under age 5) reported in November. 
 
The number of suspected malaria cases in southern and central regions increased by 20 per cent from 3,993 
cases in November to 4,786 cases in December. The increase is attributed to pools of stagnant water 
following the end of the Deyr rains in December.         
 
 
In December, a total of 6,615 cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD), including 4,711 children under age 5, 
were reported in southern and central regions. This was a slight increase from 6,301 cases (including 4,325 
children) reported in November. The highest number was reported in Banadir region (3,131 cases, including 
2,193 children under age 5).  
 
Gaps and Constraints: The current ban on several major aid organizations has interrupted the essential 
health supplies chain, limiting access to life-saving interventions. In addition, the cluster continues to face 
challenges due to limited availability of trained health workers in Somalia to support health needs. 
 

 WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH) 
Needs: In 2011, the WASH Cluster targeted 3.3 million people with sustained access to safe water and 1.3 
million people with emergency sanitation.  
 
Response: Additional reports of response efforts have been received from partners since last week. In 2011, 
an estimated 1,528,558 people benefited from sustainable water interventions (e.g. construction of shallow 
wells, construction/rehabilitation of boreholes) throughout the country. Of these, more than half (nearly 
800,000 people) were reached since famine was declared in July. In southern Somalia where the needs are 
concentrated, 974,000 people were reached, representing 32 per cent of the 3 million people targeted. In 
areas where sustainable water interventions had not been completed, partners provided temporary access to 
water (e.g. chlorination, water access by voucher, water trucking) for some 2,478,026 people, the majority of 
whom (2,203,688) were in the southern regions.  
 
In addition, 690,645 people (53 per cent of target) benefited from sanitation facilities, including 556,755 from 
the south. Furthermore, 1,432,499 people (31 per cent of target), of whom 608,607 are from the south, 
benefited from hygiene promotion and non-food item (NFI) hygiene packages.  
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Gaps and Constraints: The WASH Cluster anticipates that the main impact of the Al Shabaab ban may be 
on the supply of emergency WASH materials, especially for AWD/cholera preparedness and response, and 
repair of boreholes. Other activities that may be affected include the rehabilitation and construction of water 
points, sanitation facilities and hygiene promotion. The WASH Cluster is working on options to fill the gaps.   
  
 

 AGRICULTURE & LIVELIHOODS  
Needs: In 2011, the cluster targeted 2.6 million people of the four million food-insecure people in Somalia 
with agriculture and livelihood assistance. 
 
Response: The cluster is currently consolidating its 2011 figures. Based on available information, the cluster 
reached an estimated 4,236,951 million people in 2011 with a combination of food vouchers, cash transfer, 
seeds, and/or animal treatment. Of these, an estimated 2,295,070 people benefited from cash and food 
vouchers and 1,941,881 pastoralists and agro-pastoralists/farmers received livestock services and seeds.   
 
During the reporting week, 113 metric tons of maize seed were transported to Lower and Middle Juba 
regions after they had been delayed due to impassable roads caused by the Deyr rains in November and 
December. Some 16,000 households, comprising approximately 100,000 people, will benefit from the seeds.   
 
Between 1 and 10 January 2012, 77,802 people benefited from cash-for-work (CFW) activities in five 
southern regions. This CFW programme, which began in November 2011, will rehabilitate: 988km of canals 
in 173 villages (thereby increasing the area under irrigation by 29,000 hectares); 65 feeder roads (1,018km); 
and 184 water catchments in 173 villages (to eventually provide water to at least 250,000 animals for three 
months). 
 

 EDUCATION 
Needs: There are an estimated 2.3 million school-aged children in southern and central Somalia, of whom 
approximately 1.8 million are not in school. Following the declaration of famine in July 2011, the cluster 
aimed to reach 435,000 children and 7,355 teachers and other education personnel in southern and central 
Somalia. In addition, 45,500 IDP children in southern and central Somalia were jointly targeted for non-formal 
education by the Education and Protection clusters via child friendly spaces (CFSs). 
 
Response: Key areas of intervention include school construction and rehabilitation, support to teachers, 
training for community education committees and other education personnel, and distribution of teaching, 
learning and recreation supplies. Overall in 2011, 496,708 students in the southern and central regions 
benefited from cash transfers, basic education, community education committees training, hygiene promotion 
and latrine construction, while 8,769 teachers underwent training.  
 
In famine-affected areas where other forms of food assistance are unavailable, partners continue to provide 
monthly food vouchers to students. Since the declaration of famine in July 2011, monthly food vouchers have 
been provided to 31,907 children in 318 schools. 
 
In addition, the Education Cluster has been supporting 11,133 out-of-school children through 212 CFSs in 
Bay, Bakool, Banadir, Lower Shabelle and Middle Shabelle regions since August. Along with the 25,267 
children whom the Protection Cluster is reaching through its 142 CFSs, this means that 36,400 IDP children 
are being assisted, representing 80 per cent of the joint target. Each CFS provides food support, safe water 
and sanitation facilities, psychosocial support, literacy and numeracy lessons, and advocacy on issues such 
as child rights. Children over 5 years of age are supported to transition into formal education.  
 
Gaps and constraints: There are gaps in the following education activities: teacher incentives, learning 
spaces and materials in southern and central Somalia. 
 

 SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS)  
Needs: UNHCR estimates that there are 1.36 million IDPs in Somalia, with the majority in southern and 
central Somalia. In 2011, more than 1.3 million were targeted with non-food items (NFIs)/emergency 
assistance packages (EAPs) containing items such as blankets, bed mats and plastic sheeting. In addition, 
150,899 longer-term IDPs (more than six months) were targeted with improved (transitional) shelter in 
addition to NFIs/EAPs. 
 
Response: In December, only 9,276 IDPs received EAPs, representing a significant decline from the 36,294 
people reached in November and the average monthly total of 96,422 since the famine was declared. This 
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reduction was due to a combination of factors such as security, access, funding and partner resources. 
Overall in 2011, 695,532 IDPs received EAPs throughout 
Somalia. In southern parts of the country where 
1,012,000 people were targeted, 567,600 people 
received EAPs, representing 56 per cent of the target in 
these areas.  
 
In 2011, 75,600 longer-term IDPs received transitional 
shelter material, including 50,046 people in southern 
Somalia (47 per cent of target in the south).  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Funding continues to be an 
issue. The largest gaps in coverage are in Somaliland 
due to a lack of resources. Next is the central region of Galgaduud, where distributions have been 
challenged by a combination of lack of resources and access. Finally, in Bakool region in the south, the 
cluster has not been able to distribute any assistance throughout 2011 due to a combination of lack of 
resources, access constraints and limited number of operational partners. 
 

 PROTECTION 
Needs: In southern and central Somalia, forced conscription and recruitment of child soldiers is rampant. 
Gender-based violence, particularly sexual violence against women and girls, is continuing, with an 
inadequate multi-sectoral response. Children have been separated from their families/caregivers, increasing 
their vulnerability to abuse and exploitation. Child-friendly spaces are lacking; freedom of movement is 
limited; security in IDP settlements is insufficient and at risk of deteriorating through possible consolidation of 
settlements in camp-like settings. In 2011, the cluster strived to provide assistance to 2.4 million people in 
Somalia by monitoring and reporting IDP movements and the protection situation, advocating for the rights of 
vulnerable women, men, girls and boys, building the capacities and raising the awareness of communities, 
and delivering protection services to 154,385 survivors of protection violations. In addition, the cluster is 
working with other clusters to mainstream protection in their activities to ensure equal access of vulnerable 
people to humanitarian assistance in Somalia. 
 
Response: In 2011, cluster partners report that 334,572 people benefited from various protection 
interventions. This includes more than 67,000 people who benefited from psychological, legal and medical 
support, livelihood support programmes and child friendly spaces. This number also represents the direct 
and indirect beneficiaries reached through capacity building, awareness raising activities and advocacy.    
 
Gaps and Constraints: The serious funding shortfall and lack of access continue to challenge the cluster’s 
ability to assess the protection situation and report on and assist violation survivors in southern and central 
Somalia. In addition to the general access challenges, protection partners face significant access challenges 
related to monitoring and delivering protection services in Somalia. 
 

 LOGISTICS 
The next Logistics Cluster coordinated sea transport of humanitarian 
cargo from Mombasa to Mogadishu is tentatively scheduled for 25 
January. So far, 200 metric tons of humanitarian cargo have been 
received from seven organizations. As of end-December 2011, the 
Logistics Cluster transported over 1,117 metric tons of humanitarian 
cargo to Somalia on behalf of 13 organizations since the beginning of the 
service in August. 
 
Following the end of the Deyr rains, most routes are now accessible. For more information about road 
conditions in Somalia, please visit http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som11a/somalia-physical-road-conditions. 
 

IV. Coordination  
 
Following last week’s meeting between OCHA, UNICEF and the Commissioner for the National 
Environmental Research and Disaster Preparedness and Management Authority, it was agreed that a WASH 
cluster contingency planning workshop for Somaliland be held from 23 to 24 January. The workshop will 
focus on establishing structures and frameworks for effective WASH emergency response preparedness in 
2012. Participants from government, UN, international and local NGOs are expected to attend. 
 

25 Jan 
next scheduled delivery of  
humanitarian cargo from  
Mombasa to Mogadishu 

 



6 

www.unocha.org 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  

V. Funding 

 
On 11 January, the Humanitarian Coordinator, accompanied by heads of agencies from OCHA, UNICEF, 
WFP, FAO, WHO and the Danish Refugee Council, began an eight-day tour to New York, Washington D.C., 
London, Stockholm, Brussels and Geneva. The mission is part of a regular effort to ensure transparency 
between aid agencies and donors, with the objective of contributing to more sustained support for 
coordinated humanitarian assistance in Somalia.   
 
The 2011 Consolidated Appeal for Somalia, which requested US$1 billion, is 83 per cent funded.  
 

2011 Somalia CAP in million US$ (as of 11 Jan 2012) 

Total : $1 billion requested, 83% funded 
 

Total: $1 billion requested 
 

 
The 2012 Consolidated Appeal for Somalia, which has requested US$1.5 billion, has so far received $82 
million (5 per cent of requirements). For more information, visit http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/CAP2012. 
 
To make a donation through the United Nations, please consider one of the following options:  
 
1. Support the appeals for the countries in the Horn of Africa  
2. Give to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)  
3. Give to the Pooled Funds in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia  
4. Give to OCHA’s response to the Horn of Africa Crisis 
 
For details on how to make a donation, please consult the “OCHA Guide to Humanitarian Giving” on the 
OCHA website: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and rec ipient agencies, are encouraged to inform 
OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (http://fts.unoch a.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-
mailing fts@un.org . 
 

VII. Contact 

Nairobi       New York 
Órla Fagan       Federica D’Andreagiovanni 
Public Information Officer     Desk Officer Somalia 
Tel: +254 (0)78 6527210     Tel: +1 917 367 2236 
Email: fagano@un.org     Email: dandreagiovannif@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.un.org/somalia. 


