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This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collabor ation with humanitarian partners. It was issued by 
OCHA in New York. It covers the period from 5 to 11  January 2012. The next report will be issued on 18  
January 2012. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• 250,000 Somalis remain in famine and four million remain in need of humanitarian aid, almost six 

months after the declaration of famine in parts of southern and central Somalia.  
• The President of Puntland announced this week that internally displaced persons from southern 

Somalia are not welcome in Puntland. 
• The African Union has approved the integration of Kenyan troops into its mission in Somalia.  

 

II. Situation Overview 
 

As the six-month marker since the 20 July 2011 
declaration of famine approaches, as many as 
250,000 Somalis still live in famine conditions. 
Four million people remain in need of 
humanitarian aid throughout the country, with 
most living in southern regions. Since Al 
Shabaab revoked the operations of 16 
humanitarian organizations in areas of southern 
and central Somalia under their control, the 
delivery of humanitarian assistance remains a 
challenge. On 5 January, the Inter-Cluster 
Working Group (ICWG) met in Nairobi to review 
the implications of the Al Shabaab ban on 
humanitarian organizations in parts of Somalia. 
The ICWG will produce an updated analysis 
document covering the impact of the ban on 
humanitarian operations and alternative 
strategies for delivery of assistance.  
 
In a radio interview this week, President 
Abdirahman Farole of Puntland said that 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) from 
southern Somalia are not welcome in Puntland. 
He said he ordered security agents in the region 
to seize any vehicle believed to be carrying IDPs 
into Puntland and return them to their place of 
origin. President Farole also said that all IDPs 
who arrived during the drought season should go back to their places of origin in southern Somalia. There 
are an estimated 140,000 IDPs in Puntland, where fleeing Somalis seek refuge due to its relative stability 
and the large number of humanitarian organizations operating there. 
 
At a meeting over the weekend in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the African Union (AU) approved the integration of 
Kenyan troops into its mission in Somalia. Kenyan forces crossed the border into Somalia in October 2011 to 
pursue Al Shabaab militants. The AU’s Peace and Security Council also renewed the mandate of AMISOM 
for a further 12 months with effect from 16 January. Pending approval of the UN Security Council, the AU 
also approved an increase the troop-level ceiling to 17,700.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response in Southern So malia 
 

FOOD ASSISTANCE 
Needs: In 2011, humanitarian partners targeted four million food insecure people estimated to be in crisis 
throughout the country, including three million in southern Somalia.  
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Response: An estimated 20,000 beneficiaries were provided with food assistance in the first five days of 
2012 according to reports from three out of the 18 cluster members (17 per cent). All 18 cluster members 
report they have plans to distribute in the month of January. In 2012, FAC partners plan to scale up 
interventions in areas which have become more accessible to aid organizations, including in Badhabdhe and 
parts of Afmadow in Lower Juba region as well as Hodan, Wardigley, Yaqshid, Heliwa in Banadir region. 
Following the scale-up of operations after the declaration of famine in July 2011, the cluster reached a high 
of 2.6 million people in October 2011, representing half of the post-famine target. Food assistance 
interventions include dry food rations to households in crisis, specialized nutritious foods for malnourished 
children and women, cooked meals (wet feeding) to displaced populations and other vulnerable groups as 
well as cash grants and food vouchers to improve household access to food. The assisted caseload includes 
beneficiaries who receive assistance on a monthly basis as well as new beneficiaries receiving life-saving 
assistance for the first time.  

Gaps and Constraints: Reports from cluster members suggest significant gaps in food assistance in 
districts previously controlled by Al Shabaab where partners have recently been able to verify needs due to 
greater access. These include Badhabdhe and parts of Afmadow in Lower Juba region as well as Hodan, 
Wardigley, Yaqshid, Heliwa in Banadir region. Aside from logistics and security obstacles, the cluster’s 
response is challenged by the fact that some cluster members with access in the identified areas are facing 
funding shortfalls. 

NUTRITION 
Needs: In most instances, children under 5 are the primary target group for the cluster, as they are 
considered to be the most vulnerable, however in this famine crisis children over 5 are also at risk of 
mortality and are being targeted as well. Following the declaration of famine in July 2011, the Somalia Food 
Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) estimated that 450,000 children were acutely malnourished 
throughout the country, including 333,524 children in southern Somalia. The Nutrition Cluster target for July 
to December 2011 was 270,000 acutely malnourished children. The cluster also aimed to reach 56,000 of 
the estimated 140,000 pregnant and lactating women between July and December 2011.  
 
Response: The cluster’s three-pronged response addresses the underlying causes of malnutrition. The 
strategy focuses on treatment of acute malnutrition, enhanced preventive nutrition programmes, and 
capacity-building of partners/staff. Reports gathered so far show that from July to December 2011, the 
cluster admitted 279,474 children to malnutrition treatment programmes, of whom 262,031 were in southern 
and central Somalia. This represents 104 per cent of the cluster target to December 2011 and brings the 
total of children reached from January to December 2011 to 528,992.  
 
Wet feeding has resumed in Dhobley, Middle Juba region, benefiting 883 children under 5 years of age. An 
outbreak of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) in October 2011 had resulted in a temporary suspension of the 
wet feeding programme for fear that contaminated food would affect children in the feeding centre. During its 
suspension, the wet feeding programme was replaced with a dry feeding programme.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: Gaps remain in Bay, Bakool and Middle Shabelle regions, where five international 
NGOs have had their operations revoked by Al Shabaab. 
 

HEALTH 
Needs: Health conditions are deteriorating as a result of the general absence of essential public health care 
services. The limited coverage of health care services in most of Somalia, particularly in Middle Juba, Bay, 
Bakool, Lower and Middle Shabelle and Hiraan regions, coupled with the absence of essential health, 
nutrition and WASH facilities, greatly increase the risk of disease outbreaks. There is a critical need to 
enhance health interventions and assess and monitor health risks in the affected regions. In 2011, the Health 
Cluster aimed to assist 2.6 million of the estimated 3.7 million people in need throughout Somalia through the 
provision of access to primary and basic secondary health care services. 
 
Response: There was no data available on response from the Health Cluster for this reporting period. 
 
Gaps/Constraints: The cluster continues to face challenges due to limited availability of trained health 
workers to support health needs.  
 

WATER SANITATION HYGIENE (WASH) 
Needs: Access to safe water and sanitation is very limited across Somalia. In most regions of the south, 
fewer than 20 per cent of households have access to a protected water source and fewer than 40 per cent 
have access to sanitation (FSNAU). In 2011, the WASH Cluster targeted 3.3 million with sustained access to 
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safe water and 1.3 million people with emergency sanitation (latrines). The cluster also promoted hygiene 
amongst the 4.6 million people living in areas with limited access to safe water and sanitation as a means of 
reducing the risk of AWD/cholera. 
 
Response: In 2011, the cluster reached an estimated 1,401,227 beneficiaries with sustained access to safe 
water, most of whom (60 per cent) were in southern Somalia. Concurrently, the cluster reached 2,444,508 
beneficiaries with temporary provision of safe water, of whom 2,168,170 (89 per cent) were in the South. A 
further 637,554 beneficiaries newly accessed sanitation facilities since the beginning of 2011 and 1,350,431 
people benefited from hygiene promotion and non-food item (NFI) hygiene packages.  
 
Gaps and Constraints: The WASH Cluster is working to address the impact of the 28 November ban by Al 
Shabaab on a number of agencies working in southern Somalia. This includes creating a market for chlorine 
within southern Somalia to be used for AWD/cholera prevention and response, and recommending standard 
pipe, pump and generator specifications to ensure spare parts and servicing capacities are available for 
communities to successfully operate and maintain water systems.    
 

AGRICULTURE & LIVELIHOODS  
Needs: In 2011, the cluster targeted 2.6 million people of the 4 million food-insecure people in Somalia with 
agriculture and livelihood assistance.  
 
Response: In November, the cluster reached 1,110,311 people with agriculture and livelihoods support. Of 
those reached, 250,230 people received food vouchers, 607,265 people received cash relief and cash-for-
work, 57,000 received agricultural inputs, and 195,816 pastoralists had an estimated 1.1 million animals 
treated. While reporting for December is incomplete, numbers so far show that the cluster reached at least 
540,764 people. Of these, 74,367 people received food vouchers, 465,788 received cash relief and cash-for-
work and 180 pastoralists had their livestock treated. Vaccination of the animals is expected to take place at 
the end of January. 
 
In summary, the cluster reached an estimated 4,236,951 million people in 2011 with combinations of food 
vouchers, cash transfer, seeds, and/or animal treatment in line with the different livelihoods. Of this total 
amount, 2,295,070 benefited from cash and food vouchers, and 1,941,881 pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists/farmers received livestock services and seeds respectively. Food-for-work activities successfully 
rehabilitated agriculture and livestock infrastructure, including 988 km of canals in 173 villages (increasing 
the area under irrigation by 29,000 hectares), while 65 feeder roads (1,018 km) and 184 water catchments in 
173 villages (with an excavated volume of 500,000 cubic meters) were excavated (providing water to at least 
250,000 animals for ninety days) 
 

EDUCATION 
Needs: There are an estimated 2.3 million school-aged children in southern and central Somalia, of whom 
approximately 1.8 million are not in school. Insufficient resources, poor infrastructure, untrained teachers and 
a lack of effective governance systems are the main obstacles to maintaining and expanding emergency 
education programmes in areas with high IDP influxes and host communities affected by the drought and 
conflict. Following the declaration of famine in July 2011, the cluster aimed to reach 435,000 children and 
7,355 teachers and other education personnel in southern and central Somalia. In addition, 45,500 IDP 
children in southern and central Somalia were jointly targeted for non-formal education by the Education and 
Protection clusters via Child Friendly Spaces (CFSs). 
 
Response: The number of students who benefited from Education Cluster interventions in southern and 
central regions in 2011 reached 496,708, indicating that the 2011 target was surpassed. Interventions 
included cash transfers; basic education; community education committee (CEC) training; curriculum 
development; school health; hygiene promotion; latrine construction; provision of learning materials, take 
home rations, recreation materials and textbooks; psychosocial support; and building of temporary learning 
spaces. In addition, 8,769 teachers from the southern and central regions were trained, surpassing the target 
of 7,355 set after the scale-up in July 2011.   
 
In December 2011, Education Cluster partners in Galgaduud and Bakool completed construction of 10 new 
classrooms, including WASH facilities, and rehabilitated a further four classrooms. In Galgaduud, 13 
temporary learning spaces in IDP camps were established and now benefit 2,100 children (58 per cent girls), 
while a new girls' primary school was completed and there are an additional 200 girls enrolled. Construction 
of six new schools was completed in Banadir and Mudug. In Lower Shabelle, five school tents were 
distributed for use as temporary classrooms. Since the last reporting period, textbooks were distributed to 99 
schools and essential teaching and learning supplies were distributed to 94 schools. There is still some 
remaining stock in the warehouse awaiting delivery. In Lower Shabelle, a partnership with WASH colleagues 
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has enabled seven schools to receive sanitation tool sets that include rakes, shovels, brooms and 
wheelbarrows. A total of 790 teachers benefited from mentoring and training on subjects including 
psychosocial support, hygiene promotion, and pedagogical methods, and 1,508 CEC members were trained 
on school management and administration. In addition to the 31,907 children already benefiting from food 
vouchers in UNICEF-supported schools, a further 767 children (43 per cent girls) started to receive take-
home rations at five UNICEF-supported schools in Bakool. Meanwhile, education partners in five regions 
continued to support 212 child friendly spaces, providing food support (vouchers or rations), lifesaving 
messages, and basic services for 11,133 out-of-school children in a protective environment. 
 
Gaps and constraints: Gap areas remain teacher incentives, learning spaces and learning materials in 
southern and central Somalia. 
 

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (NFIS)  
Needs: There are an estimated 1.46 million IDPs in Somalia, with the majority in southern and central 
Somalia. In 2011, more than 1.3 million IDPs were targeted with non-food items (NFIs)/emergency 
assistance packages (EAPs) containing items such as blankets, bed mats and plastic sheeting. In addition, 
150,899 longer-term IDPs (more than six months) were targeted with improved (transitional) shelter in 
addition to NFIs/EAPs.  
 
Response: NFIs were distributed to 336 people in Somaliland and Puntland following the outbreak of fires in 
camps in late 2011. Due to the crowded nature of IDP settlements and highly flammable materials used to 
build shelters, fires destroy hundreds of shelters every year. The cluster is currently developing guidelines to 
provide partners with clear guidance on strategies to reduce fires and on response procedures. The new 
transitional shelter typologies using corrugated galvanised iron (CGI) are also intended to help to reduce the 
spread of fire. 
 
In addition, 200 transitional shelter units providing shelter for 1,200 IDPs were completed in Gaalkacyo, 
Puntland during the reporting period. These units, which combine corrugated iron sheets and plastic sheets, 
offer a cost-effective shelter solution while providing increased physical protection.   
 
Gaps and Constraints: Funding continues to be an issue for delivering assistance to the people in need. 
 

PROTECTION 
Needs: In southern and central Somalia, forced and child recruitment is rampant. Gender-based violence 
(GBV), particularly sexual violence against women and girls, is continuing, with an inadequate multi-sectoral 
response. Children have been separated from their families/caregivers, increasing their vulnerability to abuse 
and exploitation. Child-friendly spaces are lacking; freedom of movement is limited; security in IDP 
settlements is insufficient and at risk of deteriorating through possible consolidation of settlements in camp-
like settings. In 2011, the cluster targeted 154,385 people with protection interventions as part of the overall 
target of 2.4 million people which included monitoring, awareness raising and capacity building. 
 
Response:  During the reporting period, UNHCR conducted a workshop on IDP guiding principles and 
cluster approach in Gaalkacyo for 40 participants from the local authority, IDP leaders, NGO and civil society 
members. 
 
Gaps and Constraints: The serious funding shortfall and violence continue to challenge the cluster’s ability 
to assess the protection situation and report on and assist violation survivors in southern and central 
Somalia.  
 

LOGISTICS 
The next Logistics Cluster sea transport of humanitarian cargo from Mombasa to Mogadishu is tentatively 
scheduled for mid-January, based on cargo movement requests received.  So far, over 95 metric tonnes of 
cargo were received from five entities (three NGOs, one UN agency, and one Governmental agency), 
including food and mixed NFIs. Since October 2011, the cluster has transported over 1,117 metric tonnes of 
humanitarian cargo to Somalia. 
 
Djibouti Port is very congested; a further 11 bulk cargo vessels with large quantities of mixed cargo are 
expected during the month of January. It currently takes around 15-20 days (depending on cargo volume) to 
secure a berth at the bulk terminal. The port continues to face shunting/trucking capacity problems. 
Mombasa Port continues to be congested with trucking (shunting) capacity expected to improve this week. 
Securing a berth at grain bulk silo takes between 14 to 19 days. Bossaso Port is also congested, with an 
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average waiting time of 15 days. This is expected to continue until end of January. Berbera Port, Mogadishu 
Port and Dar es Salaam Port report normal port operations.  
 
With the end of the Deyr rainy season approaching in Somalia, most routes are now accessible. For more 
details, the Somalia Physical Road Network Conditions Map is available at 
http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som11a/somalia-physical-road-conditions. 
 

IV. Coordination  

On 2 January, more than 30 IDP settlements were mapped in Burco (Togdheer region), Somaliland. Reliable 
data on IDPs in Burco will provide agencies and the Ministry for Reconstruction and Resettlement with a 
basis for better programming decisions. 

The ICWG met on 3 January in Mogadishu and agreed that an assessment of the humanitarian situation in 
Belet Weyne, Hiraan region, be conducted and the potential impact scenarios of the Ethiopian military action 
in other parts of Somalia be factored into a Mogadishu contingency plan. On the same day, the WASH 
Cluster meeting in Doolow, Gedo region, agreed to come up with contingency plans for dealing with possible 
cholera outbreaks. 

On 5 January, OCHA, UNICEF and the Commissioner for the National Environmental Research and Disaster 
Preparedness and Management Authority (NERAD) agreed to hold a two-day contingency planning 
workshop in Somaliland in the coming week. It was also decided that NERAD Regional Disaster 
Management Committees will be set up in the six regions of Somaliland and will function as focal points for 
drought response and preparedness. 

On 5 January, the ICWG met in Nairobi to review the implications of the Al Shabaab ban on humanitarian 
organizations in parts of Somalia. The ICWG will produce an updated analysis document covering the impact 
of the ban on humanitarian operations and alternative strategies for delivery of assistance. The document is 
expected to be available to donors and humanitarian agencies operating in Somalia in two weeks. Clusters 
will also review their indicators for monitoring progress in order to make reporting consistent with CAP 2012 
targets. The ICWG finalized the cluster and stakeholder responsibility matrix. The document will be shared 
with the Humanitarian Country Team once cluster lead agencies feed into it. 
 

V. Funding 

 
The 2011 Consolidated Appeal for Somalia, which requested US$1 billion, is 83 per cent funded.  
 

2011 Somalia CAP in million US$ (as of 11 Jan 2012) 

Total : $1 billion requested, 83% funded 
 

Total: $1 billion requested 
 

The 2012 Consolidated Appeal has requested $1.5 billion. For more information, visit 
http://ochaonline.un.org/somalia/CAP2012. 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and rec ipient agencies, are encouraged to inform 
OCHA's Financial Tracking Service of cash and in-ki nd contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org . 
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VI. Humanitarian Giving 
 
To make a donation through the United Nations, please consider one of the following options:  
 
1. Support the appeals for the countries in the Horn of Africa  
2. Give to the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF)  
3. Give to the Pooled Funds in Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia  
4. Give to OCHA’s response to the Horn of Africa Crisis 
 
For details on how to make a donation, please consult the “OCHA Guide to Humanitarian Giving” on the 
OCHA website: http://www.unocha.org/crisis/horn-africa-crisis. 
 

VIII. Contact 

Nairobi       New York 
Órla Fagan       Federica D’Andreagiovanni 
Public Information Officer    Desk Officer Somalia 
Tel: +254 (0)78 6527210    Tel: +1 917 367 2236 
Email: fagano@un.org     Email: dandreagiovannif@un.org 
 
For more information, please visit www.ochaonline.un.org/somalia 


