
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

The number of displaced people is growing along the Afgooye  
corridor outside Mogadishu. Credit: OCHA/Gemma Sanmartin 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• The food security situation is 

projected to deteriorate in 

Somalia between July and 

December, according to  

food security experts.  

• Battling disease outbreaks 

remain a top priority for 

health partners, who report 

three confirmed cholera 

cases in Mogadishu.  

• Raising critical funds for  

life-saving activities is 

paramount given the current 

combination of delayed and 

below average rains, rising 

food prices and continued 

conflict. 

FIGURES 
# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency and 
crisis 

    857,000 

# of people in 
stress 

       2m 

 

# of acutely              203,000 
malnourished  
children under age 5  
Source: www.fsnau.org 
(January-June 2014 projection) 

# of internally 
displaced people  

     1.1m 

# of Somali 
refugees in the 
Horn of Africa 
and Yemen 

        1m 

Source: UNHCR 

Consol idated Appeal  

FUNDING 

933 million  
requested for 2014 (US$) 

 25% (232 million) 
   (reported as of 25 June 2014) 

 
Source: http://fts.unocha.org 

 
 

Below average harvest expected 
Worsening food security conditions as lean season deepens 
The food security situation is likely to deteriorate in Somalia in the main post-harvest 
period from July to December, according to a recent report from the Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit, managed by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization. Early 
warnings in May indicated that the combination of late and erratic seasonal rains, rising 
food prices resulting from the trade embargo in southern and central Somalia, and 
insecurity in key food producing areas, were impacting the upcoming harvest. Despite the 
resumption of rains since early May, which helped alleviate moisture stress on planted 
crops in agriculture dependent areas and replenished water and pasture in pastoral 
areas, food security experts warn that a below average harvest is expected in July and 
August, and that the food security might further deteriorate as the lean season 
progresses and the conflict continues to disrupt access to markets.  

 For more information see: Food security and nutrition quarterly brief at http://bit.ly/VqpOaZ 

Main supply roads remain blocked disrupting flow of goods 
In addition to the concerns over the delay of the main agricultural season and its impact, 
areas of central and southern regions remain restricted in terms of humanitarian access. 
In the wake of the military offensive, major supply routes remain blocked, including for 
commercial goods. Checkpoints have cropped up on some routes. Prices of basic food 
commodities have increased sharply, with commodities such as fuel (for transport and 
irrigation purposes) recording increases of between 60 and up to 300 per cent in some 
areas in less than one month, according to food security partners. Aid agencies continue 
to organize rapid assessments in areas regained by the Federal Government of Somalia 
to determine urgent humanitarian needs. However, insecurity and logistical constraints 
hamper the operation, underlining the need for the main supply roads to be reopened. 
Despite the difficult operating environment, the Food Security Cluster and its members 
reached almost 850,000 people in Somalia in May through different activities, including 
improving households’ access to food, safety net and investing in livelihood assets.  
 

Main areas of concern:  
Bakool (agro-pastoral and urban areas); Gedo (parts of agro-pastoral livelihoods); Hiraan (agro-
pastoral, riverine and urban areas); parts of Lower Shabelle region; cowpea belt of central Somalia.  
Acute food security is likely to persist in the Middle Shabelle and Middle Juba, the coastal 
areas of central Somalia, and the areas affected by the 2013 tropical storm.         Source: FSNAU  
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BASELINE 
Population   
(UNDP, 2005) 

   7.5m 

GDP per capita 
(Somalia Human  
Development  
Report 2012) 

       $284 

% pop living on 
less than US$1 
per day 
(UNDP/World 
Bank 2002) 

               43% 

Life expectancy 
(UNDP-HDR 
2011) 

      51 years 

Under-five 
mortality  
(FSNAU 2014) 

 0.50/10,000 
/day 

Under-five 
global acute 
malnutrition rate 
(FSNAU 2014) 

          14.2% 

% population 
using improved 
drinking water 
sources  
(UNDP 2009) 

            30% 

 
 
 

CLUSTERS 
Lead/Co-lead organization 

Education UNICEF 
SC-Alliance 

Food security FAO/WFP 
WOCCA/RAWA 

Health WHO 
Merlin 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 
CAFDARO 

Protection  UNHCR 
DRC 

Shelter UNHCR 
UNHABITAT 

Water, 
sanitation & 
hygiene 

UNICEF 
Oxfam GB 

 

Over 120,000 children admitted into treatment for malnutrition  
In 2014, nutrition partners have screened and admitted more than 120,000 children into 
acute malnutrition treatment programmes, 66 per cent of the mid-year target in the 2014 
strategic response plan. Nearly 48,000 of these children were admitted for severe acute 
malnutrition treatment, while 72,400 were admitted for moderate acute malnutrition 
treatment. Most of the malnourished children live in southern and central Somalia, 
accounting for over 80 per cent of those receiving treatment. 
Due to the prevailing humanitarian situation in Somalia, the number of children requiring 
treatment for acute malnutrition and other emergency nutrition activities is set to rise in 
the coming months, according to the Nutrition Cluster. There is need to increase the 
number of treatment sites and ensure that existing ones are fully functional, and 
supported with operational costs and supplies throughout the country. Of particular 
concern are targeted supplementary feeding programmes, which focus on the treatment 
of moderate acute malnutrition and are experiencing severe resource constraints. This is 
a critical intervention as it prevents deterioration into severe acute malnutrition, which 
increases the risk of mortality. From June to August, nutrition partners estimate that about 
50,000 children under five will be at risk of acute malnutrition and require treatment. An 
estimated 20 per cent of these (10,000 children) will be severely malnourished, thus have 
the highest risk of dying. About, 5,500 pregnant and lactating women will be targeted for 
treatment of acute malnutrition. 

Efforts continue to battle preventable diseases 
Measles outbreak persists; threatens thousands of children 
The vulnerability of Somalis to vaccine-
preventable diseases remains very high 
due to the low vaccination coverage in 
the country. In March and April, the 
number of measles cases quadrupled, 
with over 1,350 children affected, comp-
ared to about 330 in the same period in 
2013. Nearly 1,000 cases were reported 
in May alone and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) has warned that 
the outbreak will continue to spread 
unless mass measles vaccination camp-
aigns are urgently conducted in all of 
Somalia. WHO and the UN Children’s 
Fund estimate that $9 million is needed 
to vaccinate about 5 million children 
aged 9 months to 15 years and prevent 
thousands of avoidable deaths. It is 
estimated that less than a third of Somali children under one year were vaccinated 
against measles in 2013 through routine immunization services. By May, about 45,000 
children across the country had been vaccinated against measles through routine facility 
services.  

One new polio case confirmed among decreased spread of disease 
Several emergency vaccination campaigns in 2013 and 2014, and intense advocacy by 
the humanitarian community, have slowed the polio outbreak in Somalia. However, one 
new case of polio was confirmed in June in Mudug region, the first new case in 2014. 
This brings the total number of cases in Somalia to 195 since the start of the outbreak in 
April 2013. The new polio case is another harsh reminder of the risks associated with low 
immunization rates, which allow the virus to continue to circulate in the country. It is also 
critical to keep raising community awareness on the importance of vaccinating each child 
during the polio campaign rounds. Health partners continue to support Somali health 
authorities’ efforts to increase immunization coverage and the outbreak response will 
continue through 2014, targeting about 2 million children under five years with several 
doses of polio vaccination.  

 Source: WHO 
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Funding shortfall for safe access to water increases health risks  
Tens of thousands displaced continue to live in deplorable conditions in settlements in 
Mogadishu. At the end of May, health partners observed an increase in cases of acute 
watery diarrhoea in Dayniile, Hodan and Wadajir districts, and three children below 2 
years of age tested positive for cholera. Earlier this year, the WASH Cluster reported that 
two organizations were forced to suspend their support to access to safe water to more 
than 120,000 internally displaced people in Mogadishu due to lack of funding. According 
to the cluster, the cost of water has been cited at about 1,000 to 2,000 Somali shilling for 
a 20 litre jerry can of water (about US$1-2) where services have been withdrawn; a price 
many of the displaced people cannot afford. With scarce access to clean water, people 
rely on other unsafe water sources, resulting in an increased risk of water-borne 
diseases. 
The sites Kilometre 7 to 13 on the 
road running from Mogadishu to 
Afgooye town have received new 
arrivals in recent weeks and months 
due to the military offensive in south-
ern and central Somalia, inter-comm-
unal fighting in Lower Shabelle and 
evictions in the city-centre of Moga-
dishu. While the number of displaced 
people is increasing in these areas, 
the services provided by humanitarian 
organizations have decreased due to 
lack of funding.  
This is of great concern as these 
settlements and other sites where 
displaced people reside have limited 
access to water and sanitation 
facilities. An increase in water borne diseases has been reported in these areas, 
especially acute watery diarrhoea. WASH interventions are critical to prevent disease 
outbreaks. To avoid further spread of diseases among the displaced and prevent an 
outbreak, an increase in hygiene promotion activities, vaccination campaigns and wet 
feeding programmes were recommended by an inter-agency mission in mid-June.  

Emergency response continue where possible 
Humanitarian partners assess and respond to critical needs 
The three-month operational response plan, spanning June to August, was developed to 
respond to emerging needs due to the SNAF/AMISOM military offensive and the erratic 
and delayed rains and its potential impact on the humanitarian situation. Needs 
assessments and emergency response to areas affected by conflict and flash flooding 
have been underway with medical supplies, vaccines and personnel, shelter kits, nutrition 
supplies, water and hygiene supplies provided. In May and June, humanitarian missions 
to assess the situation and inform the response were conducted in Afgooye in Middle 
Shabelle, which has received people displaced people from Qorylooley and other parts of 
Lower Shabelle; Maaxas in Hiraan; and Warsheikh in Middle Juba. A second mission to 
monitor the humanitarian situation and follow up on response also took place in Waajid in 
Bakool, which has been affected by the military offensive. Another mission was organized 
to Kismayo in Lower Juba, to assess the impact of localised flooding around 29 May.  

The security situation remains volatile impacting on aid delivery  
The operating environment in southern and central Somalia remained difficult, with 
persistent insecurity and blockage of major supply routes by armed groups hampering 
humanitarian planning and response. Mid-June also saw tensions running high in the 
disputed northern regions of Sool and Sanaag due to armed clashes between Somaliland 
forces and Khatumo militia. Reports have been received of civilian displacement resulting 
from the fighting, but the numbers have not yet been confirmed. Further compounding the 
situation, new threats were issued against aid workers, underlining the dangerous 

Women and children are among the new arrivals at the K7-K13 
settlements for displaced people. Credit: OCHA 

New products on the  
OCHA Somalia website: 
Funding Snapshot:  

http://bit.ly/1laxbrR   

Humanitarian Dashboard:  

http://bit.ly/1yQZzcL 

Humanitarian Snapshot:  

http://bit.ly/1sHyrMB 

Photo gallery:  

http://bit.ly/1lRXcQU  

Thematic maps:  

http://bit.ly/1bW7JrG  

 

Visit us online: 

 

While the number of  
displaced people is 
increasing in these 
areas, the services 
provided by aid 
organizations have 
decreased due  
to lack of funding. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With scarce access to 
clean water, people rely 
on other unsafe water 
sources, resulting in  
an increased risk of  
water-borne diseases. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Cecilia Attefors, Reports Officer, attefors@un.org, Tel. (+254) 733 770 766 
Michelle Delaney, Public Information Officer, delaneym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 731 043 156 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

environment humanitarians in Somalia face, particularly national staff, who often operate 
in areas where international presence is not possible due to the prevailing situation. 
Security concerns and uncertainty over livelihoods in many areas of Somalia makes wide-
scale voluntary return to Somalia untenable in the short-term.  

Child protection partners assist people affected by gender-based violence  
The Child Protection Working Group and its members 
assisted over 1,900 women, men and child survivors of 
gender-based violence (1,858 girls and 88 boys) in the five 
first months of the year. All survivors received psychosocial 
support; access to medical care and some also received 
legal assistance. According to UNICEF, implementing 
partners have recently alerted that there is a decline in reported cases of gender-based 
violence. The trend is indicated by the decline in number of survivors reached. In 
January, 256 survivors were assisted, which declined to 56 in May. This is attributed to a 
deterioration of an enabling environment for women and girls to report and seek services; 
little or no apprehension of perpetrators; conflict between formal and traditional legal 
systems; fear of retribution; limited access to existing services; decline in available 
funding; and little attention to prevention activities. In addition there are limited services 
for survivors of gender-based violence and other forms of violence in newly accessible 
areas.  

Critical funding gap for life-saving activities 
Humanitarian partners have reprioritized most urgent needs  
The current combination of delayed and below average rains, rising food prices and 
continued conflict show concerning parallels with the pre-famine situation in 2010. The 
2014 humanitarian appeal has only received $232 million so far, and has a current deficit 
of $701 million. In response to this lack of funding, and to reprioritize the most urgent 
existing needs, the clusters developed a three-month operational response plan in May 
(an “appeal within the existing appeal”), which requests $60 million to meet the life-saving 
needs between June and August. Multiple early warnings have shown a clear path of 
where Somalia is heading. Raising critical funds to preventing a repeat of the severe food 
security and nutrition crisis and to continue life-saving response in other areas in Somalia 
is paramount. Since the time of issue of this report, $3.4 million has been committed to 
the operational response plan.    
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