
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Receding flood waters in Galgaduud region in central Somalia, which 
experienced flash floods in March. Credit: OCHA/Russell Geekie 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 New study shows that over a 

quarter of a million people 

died from food insecurity and 

famine between late 2010 

and early 2012 and under-

lines the need to heed early 

warnings.  

 Seasonal rains bring relief, 

but localized flooding 

displaces 50,000 people and 

kills seven.    

 Somalis return home from 

neighbouring countries albeit 

at slow pace. About 16,000 

people have returned from 

Kenya in 2013. 

FIGURES 

# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency and 
crisis 

   1.05m 

# of people in 
stress 

   1.67m 

 

# of acutely              215,000 
malnourished  
children under five  

Source: www.fsnau.org 
(February-June projection) 

# of internally 
displaced people  

     1.1m 

# of Somali 
refugees in the 
Horn of Africa 
and Yemen 

        1m 

Source: UNHCR 

Consol ida ted Appeal  

FUNDING 

1.3 billion  
requested for 2013 (US$) 

 15% (198m) 

    (reported as of  10 May 2013) 

Source: Financial Tracking     
Service http://fts.unocha.org 

 

 

First scientific study on 2011 famine death toll 
Data highlights need to build resilience to cope with predictable shocks  

According to a new scientific study released in early May, about 258,000 people died as a 
result of severe food insecurity and famine between October 2010 and April 2012. Half of 
those who died were children below the age of five, which amounted to 10 per cent of 
children in southern and central Somalia. The report cited a combination of poverty, 
armed conflict, drought and disease as drivers of the famine. 

At a press briefing in Mogadishu, the Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Philippe 
Lazzarini, said the report confirmed that humanitarian actors should have done more 
before famine was declared on 20 July 2011. By then, some 120,000 people had already 
lost their lives. When the crisis began to unfold, it was tremendously difficult for the 
humanitarian community to reach the areas worst affected by severe food insecurity. 
However, after famine was declared, a massive mobilization of humanitarian resources 
and high-profile advocacy helped mitigate the worst effects of the crisis and prevented the 
famine’s spread. The Humanitarian Coordinator said all partners involved – the national 
authorities, the humanitarians, the development partners, the wider aid community – have 
recognized the need to change and are adapting their approach. The current human-
itarian strategy in Somalia is to strengthen preparedness and build resilience to cope with 
shocks such as droughts, floods and cyclical food insecurity. 

The study was commissioned by the Food and Agriculture Organization-managed Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Unit and 
the USAID-funded Famine Early Warning Systems Network and conducted by the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine and the John Hopkins School of Public Health. The report is available at: www.fsnau.org 

Main rainy season underway across Somalia 
Heavy downpour lead to localized flooding 

Somalia’s main rainy season – the Gu – began in mid-March, slightly earlier than the 
usual start in April, and is expected to peak in May. While bringing relief to dry conditions, 
the intense rains have led to flooding, damaged an estimated 6,397 hectares of crops, 
and displaced about 50,000 people, according to the FAO-led Somalia Water and Land 
Information Management Unit (SWALIM). Flash floods were reported in Baidoa and 
Jowhar in April and strong rains in the Ethiopian highlands have led to increased  

District Population (UNDP 2005) Displaced people Reported deaths  

Bay 620,562 1,200 -  

Galgaduud 330,057 12,000 -  

Shabelle Hoose (Lower) 850,651 10,080 -  

Shabelle Dhexe (Middle) 514,901 24,264 7  

Source: SWALIM verified numbers of people displaced by flooding. Displacements can be temporary.  
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BASELINE 

Population   
(UNDP, 2005) 

   7.5m 

GDP per capita 
(Somalia Human  
Development  
Report 2012) 

       $284 

% pop living on 
less than US$1 
per day 
(UNDP/World 
Bank 2002) 

               43% 

Life expectancy 
(UNDP-HDR 
2011) 

      51 years 

Under-five 
mortality  
(FSNAU 2013) 

 0.68/10,000 
/day 

Under-five 
global acute 
malnutrition rate 
(FSNAU 2013) 

         14.3% 

% population 
using improved 
drinking water 
sources  
(UNDP 2009) 

            30% 

 

 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead/Co-lead organization 

Education UNICEF 
SC-Alliance 

Food security FAO/WFP 
WOCCA/RAWA 

Health WHO 
Merlin 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 
CAFDARO 

Protection  UNHCR 
DRC 

Shelter UNHCR 
UNHABITAT 

Water, 
sanitation & 
hygiene 

UNICEF 
Oxfam GB 

 

water levels along the Juba and 
Shabelle rivers. Traditionally, farmers 
open riverbanks ahead of the rains to 
irrigate their lands. Barrages are some-
times left open due to insecurity and 
advantages certain groups might get 
from flooding certain areas. River em-
bankment openings and several river 
breakages have been reported, which 
have led to localized flooding. Seven 
children have reportedly died. The 
most affected areas include parts of 
Middle and Lower Shabelle and Bay 
regions.   

While it is challenging to establish the 
scope and need for response due to 
insecurity and logistical constraints, aid 
workers’ support to affected commun-
ities has included pumping water from 
flooded areas, purifying water, and 
strengthening and rebuilding river 
banks to allow people to go back to 

their homes. Health partners provided services to flood-affected people in Middle and 
Lower Shabelle. Due to the rapid response, a potential outbreak of Acute Watery 
Diarrhoea in Middle Shabelle was contained. Immediate needs for the flood-affected 
include empty sacks, shovels and wheelbarrows to help communities reinforce the river 
embankments, particularly in Jowhar and Mahaday districts in Middle Shabelle. Over 
30,000 empty bags were used for river embankments in villages in the Jowhar district.  

Preparedness and pre-positioning of relief items pays off 

Preparedness and pre-positioning of emergency supplies have alleviated the suffering of 
those affected by flooding and helped contain outbreaks, which normally increase during 
the rainy season as stagnant waters pose health risks with increased incidents of cholera, 
diarrhoea and malaria. Despite the risks, many people draw water from potentially 
polluted catchment sites, instead of from bore holes or water kiosks. Aid workers help 
educate people to use safe water sources and expanding their access to clean water.  

 

Early onset of seasonal rains prompts early planting 

Planting has started in most agricultural livelihood zones, according to FSNAU. The dry 
season in the first quarter had a milder impact on livelihoods than usual due to the good 
rains at the end of last year and the early start of this rainy season. Recent climate fore-
casts suggest a mostly average rainy season with a normal farming season, according to 
FSNAU. However, poor households in most agricultural livelihood zones of southern and 
central Somalia have already exhausted their cereal stocks and will rely on market 
purchases until the July-August harvest. In the major crop producing regions, including in 
Bay and Lower Shabelle, poor families’ cereal stocks are expected to last until June or 
July. Humanitarian assistance, especially to support malnourished children, improve food 
access, social safety nets and livelihood support is needed until the next harvest.  

The report “Focus on Gu 2013 season early warning” can be found at: www.fsnau.org 

Insecurity impacts on humanitarian work 
Despite improvements, humanitarian access remains tenuous   

On 5 May, an attack in Mogadishu killed at least 12 people. The incident led to the 
closure of main roads in the capital, hampering movement of aid workers and supplies, 

 
Source: SWALIM, OCHA  
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particularly to people in settlements. Two attacks in Mogadishu on 14 April killed at least 
30 people and wounded dozens of others. A humanitarian mission to Belet Weyne in 
Hiraan on 22 April was postponed after clan militia fired at a commercial plane as it 
approached Gaalkacyo airport in Mudug, from where the mission was scheduled to begin. 
On 1 May, aid workers were temporarily relocated from Kismayo, Lower Juba, after 
mortars landed in the northern part of the Kismayo airport. While such attacks are often 
not directed at the aid workers, they hamper planning of humanitarian operations.   

In the first four months of 2013, civilian casualties treated in the four main referral 
hospitals in Mogadishu decreased by 33 per cent, compared with the same period in 
2012, according to the World Health Organization. Despite the improvement, more than 
1,500 weapon-related injuries (including three children under five) were treated in these 
hospitals. 22 deaths were registered, although the number of deaths on site is unknown.  

Humanitarian aid continues to people displaced to Ceel Barde in March 

Emergency response to 5,800 people in Ceel Barde continues following the displacement 
from Xudur due to insecurity in mid-March. Nutrition partners flagged high malnutrition 
levels and have sent relief items including plumpy nut (high-energy nutritional food 
supplement) and therapeutic milk for the out-patient programme and the stabilization 
centre for undernourished children. Some supplies remain in transit in Kenya as poor 
road conditions during the rainy season delay the supplies. Activities in water, sanitation 
and hygiene (WASH) are also ongoing although basic needs appear to be met. WASH 
partners have reported a high risk of disease outbreaks and the situation is monitored. 

Health services scale up to battle deadly diseases 

Health partners continue to strengthen services, and polio vaccination campaigns were 
conducted in Bay, Bakool, Lower Juba, Gedo, Hiraan, Middle and Lower Shabelle, 
Banadir and Galgaduud regions. Since November 2012 over 500,000 children who were 
previously inaccessible were reached. However, about 500,000 children in southern and 
central Somalia have not been reached with mass vaccination for the last four years. In 
April, Somali authorities launched a new five-in-one-vaccine against several potentially 
fatal childhood diseases. More than 1.3 million doses of pentavalent vaccine have been 
provided for 2013 and will be used to immunise children under one year. The vaccines 
will be delivered through existing health structures and community health workers at 
district level. Each child will require three doses of the vaccine. 

People returning to home areas   
People who have been displaced inside the country helped to return home  

More than 10,000 people were assisted to return to their home areas so far in 2013. 
People mainly moved from Gaalkacyo, Mogadishu, and Somaliland to Baidoa in Bay, 
Afgooye and Wanla Weyne districts in Lower Shabelle and Balad and Jowhar districts in 
Middle Shabelle. The initiative was implemented by the Somalia Return Consortium, 
comprising UN and international NGOs, established in August 2012. The pilot project 
began in February and March with a survey among the displaced in Gaalkacyo, 
Mogadishu and Hargeysa to establish who wanted to return. The consortium’s objective 
is to provide support to the displaced willing to return, depending on access and 
resources available. More returns are expected in August/September, ahead of the next 
rainy season. The return assistance includes transport, access to basic services, and 
livelihood support. The support, except transport, is provided on arrival in the village of 
origin. The assisted families are monitored and supported for a minimum of six months in 
their new locations. 

Refugees continue to move back to Somalia at slow pace  

The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, population movement tracking indicates that in April, 
about 2,100 refugees left Kenya for Somalia. Some 2,340 people crossed the border in 
March. In all, about 16,000 people were recorded crossing from Kenya into Somalia in the 
first four months of 2013. Those interviewed by UNHCR and partners said they returned 
due to the improving security situation in Somalia with the majority moving to Dobley, Diff, 

About 16,000 people 

crossed from Kenya into 

Somalia in the first four 

months of 2013, 

according to UNHCR. 
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Cecilia Attefors, Reports Officer, attefors@un.org, Tel. (+254) 733 770 766 

Rita Maingi, Information Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734 800 120 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Baardheere and Kismayo in Lower Juba and Ceel Waaq in Gedo. Those moving also 
cited insecurity and inadequate humanitarian support in the camps in Kenya as reasons 
to leave. Others sought to resume seasonal work. Preliminary figures from a verification 
exercise conducted by UNHCR in Dadaab refugee camps in northern Kenya showed a 20 
per cent drop in the number of people from 470,000 to 390,000. UNHCR said that while 
this can be explained by a more accurate count, physical evidence of empty plots suggest 
that refugees have also left the camp. A number of those not accounted for may have 
crossed into Somalia. Returns from Ethiopia remained limited.  

Tens of thousands to move in Mogadishu 
Humanitarian partners help ready site for large-scale relocation  

The Government plan progressed for the large-scale relocation of displaced people in 
Mogadishu to sites on the outskirts of the capital. Preparatory work including site planning 
and profiling, which captures the preferences of the displaced regarding durable 
solutions, started in April and the actual relocation of the first group of about 78,000 
people is expected in July/August according to the joint task force comprising authorities 
and aid workers. The first group will be relocated from Majo, Al-Adala, Darwiish, Siigale 
and Tarabunka settlements to the Daynile transit site, about 5 km outside the city centre. 
Clearance of explosive remnants of war (ERW) began in early April. By the end of the 
month, the UN Mine Action Services had cleared 337,500 square metres or a third of the 
area, and disposed of 647 items of ERW. At this pace, the whole area could be cleared 
by end of May. Humanitarians partners are also looking at how much the first phase of 
the relocation will cost and what resources are available. Protection and shelter partners 
are identifying vulnerable groups and seeking feedback on people’s concerns about the 
relocation plan to understand how to best support special needs. These activities aim to 
curb loss of property, sexual violence and separation of family members and in the 
meantime communicate what assistance is available. Humanitarian actors have improved 
services for thousands of the displaced people living in settlements in Mogadishu, 
including by building 5,000 new temporary, secure shelters in the past eight months. 

For more on the relocation, see a Q&A with the OCHA Head of Office at: http://bit.ly/12kzuRw  

9,000 households surveyed in northern regions  
Improvements reported for women and children, but situation still bad  

A survey among 9,000 households in Puntland and Somaliland has found improvements 
in many core indicators relating to children and women compared to five years ago. But 
the coverage for most of the indicators remains low in both areas. The survey, done by 
local authorities and UNICEF, assesses over 100 key indicators for women and children, 
covering health, access to water and sanitation, nutrition, protection and education.  

Type Puntland Somaliland 

 
52% of households have access to improved 
drinking water. 

42% of households have access to improved 
drinking water. 

 

38% of women assisted by skilled personnel 
during delivery. 

44% of women assisted by skilled personnel 
during delivery.  

 

43% of children aged 6-13 years attend 
primary school. 

51% of children aged 6-13 years attend primary 
school.  

 

26% of girls aged 0-14 have undergone some 
form of female genital mutilation. 

22% of girls aged 0-14 have undergone some 
form of female genital mutilation. 

The full surveys are available at: www.unicef.org/somalia  

 

New products on the  

OCHA Somalia website: 

Humanitarian Access Map: 

http://bit.ly/196TDwp 

Humanitarian Dashboard  

http://bit.ly/12iecVZ  

Humanitarian Snapshot 

http://bit.ly/10w9EIg 

Press release 

http://bit.ly/17Q4FYl 

Press statement 

http://bit.ly/18eozxh  

Q&A Mogadishu relocation 

http://bit.ly/12kzuRw 

Somali: http://bit.ly/11XgND5 

 

 

 

The first group of about 

78,000 people is 

expected to relocate in 

July or August. 
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