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This report is produced with inputs from the Humanitarian Country Team in collaboration with 
humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Yemen country office and covers the period from 30 
November 2011 to 13 December 2011. The next report will be issued in early January 2012. 
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

• The 2012 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan was launched in Geneva today. It seeks US$ 
447 million to meet the needs of close to four million vulnerable people. 

• Vice President Hadi named a new national unity government. President Saleh’s party retained 
the key portfolios of defence and foreign affairs, while opposition parties took the interior and 
finance ministries. 

• Violence in Taiz city, south of the capital Sana’a, left dozens dead and directly affected 
schooling and access to health facilities for 100,000 children. In the first four days of December, 
three children were killed while seven were seriously injured. 

• Fighting continues in northern Sa’ada Governorate, temporarily affecting some aid operations. 

• In Arhab District, Sana’a Governorate, humanitarian workers had difficulty reaching hundreds of 
families who fled violence and sought refuge in caves. Fighting was also reported in the capital. 

• A new nutrition assessment in Hodeidah Governorate showed 31.7% Global Acute Malnutrition 
with 9.9% severe malnutrition. This confirms the trend from previous nutrition assessments in 
other parts of the country, where malnutrition levels were found to be well in excess of the 
emergency threshold.   

 

 
The 2012 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan (YHRP) was launched in Geneva on 14 December at the 
annual global launch of consolidated appeals. The appeal seeks US$ 447 million to meet the needs of about 
four million vulnerable people. A media event to raise awareness of Yemen’s deepening humanitarian crisis 
is planned for 18 December in Dubai.  
 
The UN Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator Catherine Bragg visited Yemen from 26 to 29 November. In a 
subsequent statement, she warned that continuing violence had made chronic deprivation worse since her 
last visit one year ago. She pointed out that millions of vulnerable people are now in acute need, not only 
those who are directly affected by the conflict or displacement, and that Yemen is facing some of the world’s 
highest malnutrition rates, a breakdown of essential services and a looming health crisis 
 
A new national unity government was named on 7 December. Analysts believe the new Government will face 
a challenge organizing presidential elections on 21 February 2012, restoring security, providing vital services 
disrupted by 10 months of mass protests and combating rising separatist sentiments in the south. 
 
In Taiz city, 250 km south of the capital, shelling by Government forces killed at least 22 people, according to 
media reports. Vice President Hadi, to whom President Saleh officially handed power on 24 November, 
called for a truce in the city, but violence continued. The violence in Taiz has affected schooling and access 
to health facilities for more than 100,000 children.  On 7 December, the Humanitarian Country Team 
condemned the heavy shelling and street fighting in civilian neighbourhoods that forced many residents to 
flee their homes 
 
During the reporting period, at least 15 people died in clashes between Al-Houthi and Salafist fighters in 
Sa’ada Governorate. Some international NGOs temporarily suspended operations while others faced 

II. Situation Overview 
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operational delays. South-east of Sa’ada City, thousands of people were cut off from essential basics in an 
isolated village called Dammaj. 
 
In Arhab District, Sana’a Governorate, 1,450 families fled clashes between Government and tribal fighters, 
and sought refuge in caves, a local NGO reported. Access has been problematic to 18 villages in the district 
where a total of 800 displaced families are estimated to be living in caves or in the open. The lack of access 
has hampered the delivery of humanitarian assistance. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 EDUCATION 

In Aden Governorate schools are being used to provide temporary shelter for some 18,000 people. Agencies 
are providing support for some 20,000 out-of-school children. Three tents were installed in Al-Masmoom and 
Omar bin Al-Khatab Schools, Al-Sheikh Uthman District. In Al-Mazraq Camps in Hajjah, some 5,000 
displaced students are being supported with basic education. In Haradh, education is being provided to at 
least 6,000 displaced children and 92 teachers are receiving monthly stipends to run IDP schools. Training of 
12 implementers of the Girl’s Education Awareness campaign in Haradh and surrounding communities is 
ongoing. In Aden, schools are being used to provide temporary shelter for some 18,000 people.  
 

 SHELTER & CAMP COORDINATION AND CAMP MANAGEMENT  

The need for winterization shelter support has increased mainly in Amran, Sa’ada and Sana’a due to the 
onset of the cold weather. The Cluster identified 617 additional families in Hadramout Governorate and 131 
families in Ahwar (Abyan Governorate) in need of shelter assistance. In Hadramout, families are either living 
with relatives or renting houses but the cost of rent is unaffordable.  
 
In Ahwar the vast majority of newly displaced people are women and children. Some 85 per cent of them are 
staying with relatives, five per cent are living in public buildings, seven per cent are in rented 
accommodations and the remaining are living in makeshift shelters.  
 
The Cluster distributed NFIs and emergency shelter assistance to 4,816 IDPs in Amran, Sana’a, Hadramout, 
Al-Baida, Shabwah and Aden Governorates. The assistance packages include standard non-food items, 
tents and clothing. The Cluster agreed to rehabilitate the old Al-Fateh school in the next 15 days. It has also 
submitted the list of new IDPs in Hadramout and Ahwar to the Executive Unit in Aden for verification.  
 
In the reporting period, 42 displaced families in Al-Omari Rasod District (Abyan Governorate) received NFIs 
and shelter assistance, as well as dignity kits for women. Another 59 newly displaced families were 
registered in Al-Omari Rasod. 
 
The constantly evolving security situation poses challenges to the distribution of aid in some areas of Abyan 
Governorate. The movement of IDPs within different districts creates gaps between registered IDP families 
and families that should benefit during distribution of non-food items water filters, hygiene kits and women’s 
dignity kits.  

 
 

FOOD 

Across Yemen, the number of food insecure people is conservatively estimated at 6.8 million, of whom 3 
million are known to be severely food insecure. A comprehensive household survey currently being 
undertaken is anticipated to reveal that this number has increased even further.  
 
The second cycle of the seasonal Emergency Safety Net (ESN) targeting 1.3 million severely food insecure 
households concluded. In 2011, WFP is piloting a cash transfer project parallel to the ESN, providing cash 
transfers of equivalent value to the food safety net to 10,000 households in Hajjah and Ibb Governorates; the 
first round of transfers is currently underway (to finish 16 December) with currently a 91 per cent 
disbursement rate. At the end of the seasonal intervention, the comparative advantages of food vs. cash 
transfers in tackling food insecurity in rural Yemen will be evaluated.  
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Distributions to more than 350,000 IDPs and conflict-affected persons in Sa'ada, Hajjah, Amran and Sana'a 
Governorates are ongoing. Over 2,000 migrants receive daily meals from the feeding center in Haradh. 
Nutrition operations targeting malnourished children 6-59 months and pregnant and lactating women 
continued the November/December cycle. In the reporting period, supplementary nutritional commodities 
were dispatched to 39 health facilities in Amran Governorate, targeting approximately 20,000 beneficiaries. 
The Cluster is looking to expand blanket nutritional support to IDP and conflict-affected children 6-59 months 
in Abyan and Lahj Governorates.  
 
Information is limited on the situation in Taiz, but regular, high-level monitoring of key indicators is ongoing. 

 

NUTRITION 

A nutrition and mortality household survey was conducted in Hodeidah Governorate. A total of 3,104 
households were surveyed and information was collected on 4,668 children between 0-59 months of age. 
The findings show a Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rate of 31.7 per cent and Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) of 9.9 per cent, twice the emergency threshold for immediate emergency interventions. The survey 
found underweight prevalence of almost 60 per cent and stunting of 54.5 per cent. A previous assessment in 
Hajjah Governorate found similar levels of malnutrition. In the south, the GAM rate is also assessed to be 
well beyond the emergency threshold. 
 
For the first time, a six-day training-of-trainers workshop was conducted on 19 to 24 November for 21 
trainers from seven governorates (Amran, Hajjah, Dhamar, Hodeidah, Raymah, Mareb and Sana’a), on 
integration of SAM and Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) management. In Sa’ada, partners partially 
resumed operations and are advocating with the de facto authority to further scale up. In Hajjah, three 
additional outpatient therapeutic centres were established in Haradh, Bakeel Al meer and Mustaba Districts.  
 
In the south, 2,000 cartons of Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Feeding/PlumpyNut were delivered to Al-Hawta 
District in Lahj. The supplies will be used to treat malnutrition cases in Abyan, Aden and Lahj through the 
governorate health facilities. Two mobile teams are still operating on the ground, one in Aden and one in 
Lahj.  
 
The cumulative number of malnourished children screened and the percentage enrolled and treated were:  

• In Aden, 2,184 children under the age of five were screened. SAM was nine percent and MAM was 
18 percent, while there were 14 referrals.  

• In Lahj, 2,775 under 5 children were screened. SAM was 9.6 percent, MAM was 24.6 percent and 
GAM was 34.2 percent.  

 
Access in the north (Sa’ada and Al-Jawf) and in Abyan in the south is a challenge. 
 

HEALTH 

In Rasod District (Abyan Governorate), staff from mobile health clinics provided assistance to 185 IDPs and 
1,351 individuals from conflict-affected host communities. In Haradh (Hajjah Governorate), 1,109 
beneficiaries received primary health support. Over 8,000 individuals were screened and 4,006 treated by 
two mobile health clinics in Al-Jawf Governorate. Another 3,295 individuals benefited from health awareness 
programmes. From 22-25 November, an immunization programme (polio and vitamin A) reached some 
14,000 children in three districts of Al-Jawf (Barat Al-Enan, Al Humaydat and Rajuzah).   
 
The security situation in Taiz has made it extremely difficult for medical personnel and facilities to treat 
injured people. In some cases, volunteers have been injured or prevented from saving lives. 
 

LOGISTICS 

The road blocks between Hodaidah and Sana’a by tribal groups have created a fuel shortage in the 
capital.Travel to Haradh by road is difficult for humanitarian workers but it is unclear when flights will resume. 
During the reporting period, the Cluster distributed 2,000 liters of diesel and 1,400 liters of petrol to 
humanitarian agencies.  
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PROTECTION 
 
Some 477 Ethiopian migrants were registered at the departure center in Haradh from 16 September to 5 
December. Twenty cases of physical assault by smugglers were reported. On 22 November, 149 Ethiopians 
were assisted to voluntarily return home. These included 87 adults and two accompanied minors. Fifteen 
individuals were identified as victims of trafficking in southern Yemen.  
 
Some 55 previously identified trafficking victims received assistance including shelter, primary health 
services, legal protection, psycho-social counseling and a hotline. The increasing number of migrants 
stranded in Haradh, along with frequent conflicts between host communities, is a major challenge. 
 
Child Protection  
During the reporting period, a total of 60,282 children received psycho-social support through recreational, 
sports and educational activities in Hajjah, Sa’ada, Amran, Aden and Lahj. Activities took place in 53 child-
friendly spaces (CFS) based in schools and 48 community and home-based CFS in host communities. The 
focus was on children with special needs.  
 
121 cases of the worst forms of child labour and child marriage were reported. More than 85 per cent of the 
affected children received psycho-social support, while the families were counseled.  
 
The partnership between the Education Cluster and local and international organizations is being 
strengthened. Four new agreements were signed between partners to ensure a protective environment for 
boys and girls, including adolescents affected by armed conflict, and to strengthen monitoring and reporting 
on grave child rights violations in Aden, Lahj and Abyan.  
 
Gender-Based Violence  
Yemen’s political crisis has left the issue of child marriage at the bottom of the political priority list, according 
to Human Rights Watch (HRW). About 14 per cent of girls are married before age 15, and 52 per cent before 
18, the organization said. In some rural areas, girls as young as 8 years old are married. Girls are sometimes 
forced to marry much older men. Boys are seldom forced into child marriages. HRW is calling on Yemeni 
authorities to set a minimum age for marriage at 18 years. 
  
Girls with limited education and power in their marriages have little chance of controlling the number and 
spacing of their children, according to child rights organizations. This increases the risk of reproductive 
health problems. There is a need to boost girls’ and women’s access to education, reproductive health 
information and services, and protection from domestic violence. 
 

WATER SANITATION & HYGIENE 
 
Between 16 November and 5 December, 2,502 individuals benefited from a hygiene promotion activity in Al-
Jawf Governorate (Barat Al-Enan, Al Humaydat, KhabbWa Ash Sha’af and Rajuzah Districts). Some 42 
displaced families in Al-Omari Rasod District (Abyan Governorate) received hygiene kits and water filters. In 
Haradh, 15,000 litres of water was provided per day.  
 
In Abyan and Al-Jawf Governorates, the security situation and limited access pose strong challenges to 
implementation of activities. The tribal nature and background of the people in Abyan makes it difficult to 
approach women in households to get information on their needs.  
 

EARLY RECOVERY 
 
On 4 December, a landslide hit Mounwah area in Doa’n Valley in Hadramout, eastern Yemen. Some 28 
homes were completely destroyed, while another 65 were partially damaged. The local population survived 
unharmed, thanks to a community early warning system. Around 2,000 people were evacuated and 
temporarily sheltered into three schools. Geologists and local authorities are looking into solutions for the 
displaced residents to be relocated to other parts of the valley where the soil is at lower risk of erosion.  
 
The Cluster trained 88 members of community-based organizations in division of labour, first aid and 
emergency preparedness for communal response to emerging threats and sudden disasters. Support was 
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also provided to the local government and Hadramout Reconstruction Fund to develop an early warning 
system at governorate level. 
 

IV. Coordination 
 
OCHA is coordinating the 2012 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan media event. It is also coordinating a 
meeting between humanitarian agencies and Al-Houthis in Sa’ada on 14-15 December. 
 

V. Funding 
 
The 2011 Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan has received US$181 million and is 62.6% funded.  
 
The Emergency Response Fund has received an additional $ 3.6m 
from AusAID (Australia), Irish Aid, SIDA (Sweden), DEZA (Swiss 
Government), DFID (UK Government).  
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS, http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing 
fts@un.org 
 

VI. Contact 
 
OCHA Yemen 
Raul Rosende: Head of Office 
Tel: +967 737 555 507, E-mail: rosende@un.org 
 
OCHA New York 
Ms. Signe Bendix Jepsen: Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Middle East and North Africa Desk, Coordination and Response Division 
Tel: +1 (917) 367-2334, E-mail: jepsen@un.org 
 
OCHA New York 
Amanda Pitt: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Tel: +1 212 963 4129 E-mail: pitta@un.org 
 
OCHA Geneva 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public Information Officer 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653, E-mail: byrs@un.org 
 
 
 

For more information, please visit http://unocha.romenaca.org/yemen 
To be added or deleted from this Sitrep mailing list, please email ogoso@un.org 

$290 million 
Requested (US$) 

62.6% 
Funded 


