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Democratic Republic of Congo • North Kivu 
Situation Report No. 6 

13 September 2012  

 
This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA DRC. It 
covers the period from 20 August to 13 September 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 20 
September. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 Humanitarian aid rolling out to  thousands of people amid persisting population movements 

 More than 320,000 people displaced in North Kivu since April 2012 

 Killings, looting and property destruction in Masisi denounced by UN officials 

 55,000 people live in Kanyaruchinya IDP site; NFI, food, health and sanitation response continues at 
the site 

 More than 51,000 IDPs and vulnerable populations assisted with non-food items in Walikale  
 

 
 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Amid a difficult working environment, 
aid organizations are intensifying 
their response activities throughout 
the province of North Kivu, with 
United Nations agencies and non-
governmental organizations 
delivering food, water and a number 
of essential items to the tens of 
thousands of people who have been 
affected by the crisis.  
 
While there has been a relative lull in 
the fighting between the Armed 
Forces of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (FARDC) and the M23 since 
August, the situation remains 
unstable, with continuing 
displacement and extensive 
humanitarian needs. Over the last 
three weeks, fighting has involved a 
myriad of armed groups, notably the 
Democratic Forces for the Liberation 
of Rwanda (FDLR), the Mayi-Mayi, 
Raïa Mutomboki, Nyatura, FDC, 
NDC/Cheka and the Alliance Pour un 
Congo Libre et Souverain. These 
armed groups are fighting each other 
as well as conducting attacks against the FARDC.  
 
On 28 August, the head of the UN peacekeeping mission Roger Meece, and the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Navy Pillay, condemned the killing of civilians and the destruction and looting of homes and 
property by armed groups in Masisi Territory. The officials accused the FDLR (occasionally in collusion with 
the Nyatura rebel group) and another armed group, the Raïa Mutomboki, of leading a string of attacks on 
villages and towns causing vast human suffering. Adding its voice to the numerous calls for the protection of 
civilians, Human Rights Watch published a report on 11 September accusing the M23 of a series of war 
crimes including summary executions, rapes and forced recruitments.   
 
The widespread violence and insecurity in many parts of the province has led tens of thousands of people to 
flee their villages, with a complex pattern of population movement including pendular displacements between 
different areas. More than 320,000 people have been displaced since April, including 261,000 internally 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12464&LangID=E
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12464&LangID=E
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/09/11/dr-congo-m23-rebels-committing-war-crimes
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displaced across the province and 60,000 people who have sought refuge in neighboring Rwanda and 
Uganda. 
 
Another consequence of the current crisis is the increasingly limited humanitarian access as roads remain 
highly insecure in many locations and aid organizations are victims of robberies, blocked passage and others 
security incidents. As a result, even if humanitarian actors do reach affected populations, they do so often 
with considerable delays, putting ever more lives in danger.  
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 POPULATION MOVEMENTS 
The IDP site of Kanyaruchinya, located in the outskirts of Goma, is now home to some 55,000 people as  
insecurity and fear of further violence continue to push people to this and other safer havens. Some 8,000 
people made up the latest wave of arrivals in late August. With the site’s dangerous proximity to the frontline, 
humanitarian partners are seeking alternative destinations to relocate the IDPs and receive potential 
newcomers.  
 
In the meantime, aid is being delivered to the displaced in Kanyaruchinya: partners have distributed non-food 
items to more than 11,000 households, and the World Food Programme has started distributing some 450 
tons of food and is rolling out a cash and voucher programme.  
 
On the health front, over 1,000 cases of cholera have been recorded in the site since 30 July 2012. 
Fortunately the disease seems to be subsiding as a result of the response activities. A health centre 
supported by Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has undertaken 5,000 interventions since 27 July, and MSF 
also recently wrapped up a measles vaccination campaign targeting over 26,000 children among the 
displaced and host communities. 
 
Water and hygiene experts – Solidarités International, Oxfam, World Vision and Norwegian Church Aid – 
have built 729 latrines, 90 showers and several refuse areas at the Kanyaruchinya site, and humanitarian 
partners are trucking water to four bladders and three water tanks.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the education side, UNICEF distributed school kits to 6,000 displaced children and is helping them to 
integrate into local schools.  
 
Hundreds of people have also trickled into Goma, some living in schools and others with host families. The 
Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), which has undertaken a rapid assessment, estimates that close to 5,000 
people displaced by the unrest are currently living in three schools in Goma that have been turned into 
spontaneous sites. 
 
Over the last few weeks, as many as 100,000 people in the Rutshuru region are estimated to have returned 
in successive waves to their homes in Jomba, Bweza, Kisigari and Rugari, according to local sources. The 
majority of these returnees had been staying in spontaneous sites on located between Kalengera and 
Kiwanja, as well as in and around Ntamugenga and Bunagana.  
 

 PROTECTION 
UNICEF continues to be concerned about the numerous reports of child recruitment in North Kivu where an 
estimated 2,000 children have been recruited into various armed groups over the past 5 months. UNICEF 
and the UN mission have been supporting the screening of new FARDC recruits in various recruitment 
centers to ensure children are not included. With the onset of the rainy season, child-friendly spaces in 
Kanyaruchinya have been reinforced with the construction of five shelters in which children can continue 
receiving psychosocial support. 

320,000 
Number of people displaced by 
North Kivu crisis since April 2012 
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 EMERGENCY SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS 
Solidarités International has been running “fairs” to bring non-food items to vulnerable populations through 
local suppliers. In late August, the NGO held a number of non-food items fairs in the southern part of Lubero 
Territory benefiting close to 17,000 people. In Walikale Territory, more than 11,000 IDPs and 37 host families 
received assistance through the fairs.  
 

 WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE 
Efforts are continuing throughout the province to prevent the spread of cholera. Among other initiatives, in 
the northwestern part of Mweso, Oxfam has started building latrines, waterways, and water points. In the 
Mate area, Mercy Corps conducted response activities in IDP camps where cases continue to be reported. 
The International Rescue Committee (IRC) has been deploying aid in Bunagana. Mercy-Corps and Action 
Santé Femme (ASAF) are working in all the IDP camps to help curb the disease, while Oxfam is involved in 
sites such as Kanyaruchinya or in Mweso, and Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) intervenes in Kiroshe.  
 
Solidarités International is responding to some of the main gaps across the province as a first-line response. 
Due to lack of funding, WASH standards are currently impossible to meet, obliging the cluster to target only 
the priority needs of the most vulnerable. 
 

 FOOD SECURITY  
The International Committee of the Red Cross, on 28-30 August, distributed food, seeds and farming 
equipment to displaced and host communities in Kishondja and Kihuma in Masisi Territory. From 21 to 26 
August, WFP, in partnership with NRC, organized a food fair targeting around 20,000 displaced people living 
in Eringeti in Beni Territory. 
 

 NUTRITION  
The area of Rwanguba in Rutshuru Territory is suffering from severe acute malnutrition (4 per cent) and 
global acute malnutrition (10 per cent, up from the 6.9 per cent reported in the last survey), according to a 
mid-August survey led by IRC and the national nutrition programme. The survey was conducted on 455 
children below the age of five and 96 nursing and pregnant women. The nutrition cluster, which took part in 
the survey, is working on a response plan. 
 
In Aloya (Beni Territory), humanitarian partners were alerted by local sources in August that 164 cases of 
acute malnutrition and 174 of moderate malnutrition had been recorded between June and July 2012. The 
Lutheran Worldwide Federation has been tasked with assessing the situation in view of mapping out a 
response. 
 

 EDUCATION 
As the new school year kicked off on 3 September, UNICEF expressed concern for some 60,000 children 
whose return to the classrooms has been delayed as their schools are being used by armed groups or 
occupied by displaced families. UNICEF says that since April 2012, 258 schools in North Kivu have been 
either burned down or pillaged. . Back to school was effective in school surrounding the IDP sites of 
Kanyaruchinya, Lac Vert, Mugunga I and III, and many IDP children are registered. However, as they lack 
almost everything, a school kit distribution targeting 11,000 children and 150 teachers began in five schools 
in Mugunga and 10 schools in Kanyaruchinya. A new wave of IDPs occupies classrooms in primary schools 
of Nengapeta and Ecole Primaire de la Paix St Egidio. There is an urgent need to provide IDPs with non-
food items such plastic sheeting, and to repair or provide new desks to allow children to start their education. 
Assessments should continue in villages mainly in Masisi Territory, to identify other IDP schoolchildren and 
bring them the necessary assistance to continue their education. 
 

 HEALTH 
As of 10 September, no Ebola case has been reported in North Kivu. However, in light of the disease 
breaking out in neighbouring Province Orientale and Uganda, the Beni health district has started developing 
a contingency plan with humanitarian partners.  
 
 

IV. Coordination 
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Coordination remains a fundamental aspect of the response that is being deployed to address the various 
needs. A permanent exchange of information and close coordination mechanisms are in place between 
agency headquarters in Kinshasa - and the field where programmes are implemented. Donors have also 
been actively following the situation, and meet regularly with OCHA to discuss the latest developments in the 
province, in both Kinshasa and Goma. 
 

V. Funding 

 
As of 13 September, the 2012 Humanitarian Action Plan had received USD 356 million out of the $791 
million required for the whole year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
Kinshasa: Yvon Edoumou, Public Information Officer, OCHA-DRC 
edoumou@un.org, +243 97 000 3750 
 
Kinshasa: Niels Stassyns, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA-DRC 
stassyns@un.org, +243 97 000 3772 
 
For more information, please visit http://rdc-humanitaire.net or www.unocha.org To be added or deleted from 
this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail:lobota@un.org 

 

 

 

791 million 
requested (US$) 

45% 
funded 

http://rdc-humanitaire.net/
file:///C:/Users/home2/AppData/Local/Yvon.Edoumou/AppData/Local/Temp/notesFFF692/www.unocha.org/

