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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA-DRC. It 
covers the period from 14 to 20 July 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 27 July. 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 

 60 humanitarian workers relocated from Walikale after clashes between FARDC and militia group 

 Health, principal humanitarian cost of NGO relocation from Walikale 

 WFP targets 92,000 people as the agency resumes aid delivery in Rutshuru 

 UNHCR builds new camps for Congolese refugees in Rwanda 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 
Ten days after the fighting in Rutshuru, violence broke out 
in the town of Walikale on 17 July when the Raia-
Mutomboki armed group clashed with national army 
soldiers (FARDC), seizing control of the town and forcing 
some 60 humanitarian United Nations and NGO workers 
to relocate to Goma. Although the FARDC has since 
regained control of the town, the situation in Walikale 
remains tense. 
 
The events of the past two weeks have displaced an 
unknown number of people and disrupted livelihoods; 
reduced humanitarian access and hindered aid delivery. 
They’ve also led to numerous protection incidents such as 
sexual violence, child soldier recruitment, and community 
violence. The UN High Commissioner for Refugees, 
which monitors protection issues in the province, said of 
the 72 protection incidents recorded in Walikale in June, 
42 were acts of sexual of violence.  
 
Since April 2012, the deteriorating security situation borne out of armed confrontations between the national 
army and the M-23, defections among the national army, and the activities of other armed groups have led to 
the displacement of more than 220,000 people within the province. Also, more than 54,000 Congolese have 
crossed into neighbouring Uganda and Rwanda since the beginning of the year, according to UNHCR. 
 
Along with the progressive return of the populations, humanitarian actors are resuming activities in areas 
where access is opening up. The main focus is on health, water, sanitation and hygiene and NFI assistance.  
On 20 July, the DRC Humanitarian Coordinator, Fidèle Sarassoro, urged international partners to provide 
additional support, including financial, so that UN agencies and NGOs can continue to deliver aid, despite 
the very difficult operating conditions. 
 
There are concerns that the concentration of security forces in Rutshuru Territory is leaving large parts of the 
province vulnerable to opportunist attacks from armed groups, notably in the south of Lubero Territory where 
numerous security and protection concerns/human rights abuses are reported. As a result, humanitarian 
partners have reduced their interventions over the past 10 days. 
 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

 POPULATION MOVEMENT AND PROTECTION 
The situation remains fluid in North Kivu with civilians on the move in large numbers, in particular in Rutshuru 
and Walikale territories. Multi-sectorial assessments are underway to establish an overview of priority needs 
of the displaced and returning populations, where have they fled or moved to, and what kind of assistance is 
required.   The majority of the estimated 100,000 recently displaced in the territory of Rutshuru who stayed in 

http://rdc-humanitaire.net/index.php/image-slideshow-mainmenu-50/communiques-de-presse/2304-press-release-humanitarian-concerns-grow-over-deteriorating-situation-in-north-kivu


OCHA Situation Report 
 

 
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate 
effective and principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors.  www.unocha.org 

2 

 

spontaneous sites and public buildings as of early July have moved on or returned to their homes. An 
estimated 4,000 remain with host communities in Kiwania and Kinyandoni 
 
On 18 July, UNHCR announced that it has built a new refugee camp in southern Rwanda and transferred 
almost 10,000 Congolese refugees there from Nkamira transit centre near the border. A further 8,700 are 
waiting to be moved to the camp at Kigeme from Nkamira transit centre. They were among almost 20,000 
Congolese who registered at Nkamira after fleeing across the border since late April to escape violence in 
North Kivu. While UNHCR and the government are in charge of overall coordination, many partner groups 
and UN agencies such as the UN Children Fund, the World Health Organization and the World Food 
Programme (WFP) provide assistance in key areas such as hygiene, water and sanitation, health and food.  
 
On 16 July, UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner Janet Lim visited Congolese refugees in Uganda and said 
continuing instability across the border could lead to a major influx of refugees. The large number of arrivals 
is stretching services for the district of Kisoro in Uganda, including water, sanitation and health and 
damaging some education facilities and the environment. Since the beginning of the year, more than 33,500 
people have been registered at the Nyakabande transit centre in Uganda. 
 

 HEALTH 
 
Temporary suspension of health activities has been one of the most immediate consequences of this week’s 
relocation of staff from Walikale, including Medecins Sans Frontières and International Medical Corps. For 
MSF, the humanitarian cost includes some 1,000 people per week who would cease benefitting from its 
malaria programme. For IMC who has worked in Walikale for the past three years, the humanitarian toll is 
worrisome as the following activities have been suspended: delivering primary health care services to 
internally displaced persons and host populations in affected conflict zones; providing primary care and 
supporting capacity building in health centers; providing clinical management of rape cases and conducting 
health education aimed at preventing common illnesses such as malaria, diarrhea, and respiratory tract 
infections. 
 
The organizations remain operational in other parts of North Kivu. 
 

 FOOD / FOOD SECURITY 
 
After partially suspending its activities on 9 July, WFP resumed aid delivery in affected areas this week. WFP 
plans to provide food assistance to some 320,000 people over the coming weeks, 250,000 of whom have 
been newly displaced. In Goma, WFP and Caritas started distributions food to some 10,000 IDPs. 
 
In the northern territory of Beni, WFP and the Norwegian Refugee Council on 18 July organized a coupon-
based food distribution for 20,000 IDPs living in Eringeti camp. The coupons allow IDPs to purchase food 
with local farmers, a form of aid that gives more independence to IDPs and revitalizes the local economy.    
 

 EMERGENCY SHELTER/ NON-FOOD ITEMS 
 
This week Caritas started the first phase of a project aimed at providing assistance to over 50,000 people 
affected by the North Kivu violence since April. Due to insufficient funds, only 12,000 people are targeted by 
this first round of distribution. 
                                                                                                
 

IV. Coordination 

 
Humanitarian coordination continues within existing structures in Kinshasa and Goma. OCHA-Goma has 
facilitated a number of meetings to take stock of the situation and determine how best to assess the impact 
of the current situation. The various clusters, both at the national and provincial levels, have focused on their 
respective areas of expertise. 
 
 
 
 

V. Funding 

http://www.unhcr.org/5006d10c9.html
http://www.msf.fr/presse/communiques/msf-forcee-suspendre-ses-activites-medicales-walikale-republique-democratique-con
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/international-medical-corps-evacuates-walikale-amid-heavy-fighting
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As of 20 July 2012, the DRC HAP 2012 had received 35 
per cent of funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an e-mail to: fts@un.org. 
 

VI. Contact 

 
Please contact: 
Kinshasa: Yvon Edoumou, Public Information Officer, OCHA DRC 
edoumou@un.org, +243 97 000 3750 
 
Kinshasa: Medard Lobota, Senior Liaison Officer, OCHA DRC 
lobota@un.org, +243 99 290 6633 
 
For more information, please visit http://rdc-humanitaire.net or www.unocha.org.To be added or deleted from 
this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail:lobota@un.org 

 

Funding since 2008: a sliding slope (US$ millions) 
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