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This report is produced by OCHA CAR in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 3 January to 9 January 2013. The 
next report will be issued on or around 16 January 2013.  

Highlights 
 

 Reports of population movements continue, including 
from the towns of Kouango and Alindao (Ouaka and 
Basse Kotto prefectures) taken over by the Séléka 
group on 5 January.  

 Some 200 mt of humanitarian food supplies have 
been looted in Bambari and Bria. Light vehicles and 
trucks were moved before the attacks and are 
secured in Bangui. Security measures at the 
warehouse in Bangui have been reinforced. 

 Constrained humanitarian access due to insecurity 
continues to be a major challenge. The humanitarian 
country team is preparing for return of critical staff to 
Bangui this week.  

 Priority humanitarian activities include health services 
and multi-sectoral assessments which will be carried 
out within the framework of the Rapid Response 
Mechanism (RRM). 

 Humanitarian partners are calling for respect for 
international humanitarian and human rights law, 
including  immediate humanitarian access, protection 
of children against recruitment into armed groups and 
protection against sexual and gender based violence. 

Situation Overview 
The situation remains tense ahead of the talks scheduled to start this week in Libreville, Gabon. After taking over 
the central city of Sibut, 185 km from Bangui, the Séléka rebel group took over the cities of Kouango in the Ouaka 
prefecture and Alindao in the Basse Kotto prefecture on 5 January, leading to further population displacement. 
Delegations from CAR of government officials, Séléka rebel group representatives, civil society and representatives 
of the CAR opposition parties have arrived in Libreville, Gabon, and talks are scheduled to begin in the coming 
days.  
 
There is continued concern about the protection of civilians in affected areas amid reports of widespread looting 
and violence. Humanitarian partners are calling for respect for international humanitarian and human rights law, 
including  immediate humanitarian access to people in need, protection of children against recruitment into armed 
groups and the protection of women and girls against sexual and gender based violence. Close to 800,000 people 
living in areas currently under the control of the Séléka group and some 700,000 people in Bangui are affected by 
the crisis.  

Humanitarian Response 
A few humanitarian actors continue to respond to the emergency needs of affected people but humanitarian access 
is severely restrained due to insecurity.  The humanitarian country team continues to work out of Yaoundé, 
Cameroon and are preparing for the return of critical staff to Bangui this week. The humanitarian country team is 
planning to deploy an assessment team in the coming days to the affected areas. The teams have been formed 
through the UNICEF-led Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) and the assessment tools are being adapted to the 
current context. 
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 Health 

 MSF has started an emergency response at the health center of Damara and is planning an evaluation mission 
in Bambari and Bria (east and north-east) by road on 10 January. 
MSF has deployed two surgical teams to support the Community Hospital in Bangui and the Maternité des 
Castors, in case of fighting in and around Bangui. Primary health support will also be provided to seven health 
centres in Bangui which can be used in the event the situation deteriorates, starting with the donation of 840 
malaria treatment and rapid diagnostic kits. 

 Five Inter-agency Emergency Health Kits serving 50,000 persons for three months have been procured and 
are about to arrive in Bangui, these kits take into account the need for mental health care in emergency 
settings and the special needs of children. 

 Health organizations face logistical challenges in the transportation of medical kits as a result of road blockage 
and temporary suspension of UNHAS flights for security reasons. 

 The Health Cluster, led by WHO, have provided basic emergency health kits for medical assessments in 
Séléka controlled areas. 
 
  

Protection 

 Reports of population movements continue. UNHCR is monitoring population movements across the borders 
from CAR in coordination with colleagues in DRC, Chad and Cameroon in order to estimate the scale of the 
displacement and the needs on the ground.  

 UNHCR reports that in selected areas assessed during an inter-agency assessment from 3-5 January in the 
DRC, 286 Central African refugees, including 208 children, are being assisted by host families in Mobayi-
Mbongo, in the North-Ubangi Territory in DRC’s Equator province. Further assessments in other areas along 
the CAR border are underway.  

 UNICEF, COOPI and DRC continue to monitor the situation at the Centre de Transitoire et Orientation (CTO) 
for children formerly associated with armed groups evacuated from rebel controlled zones in the north to 
Bangui.  

 UNICEF continues to monitor the situation of children associated with armed groups and recruitment. 

 UNICEF CAR has a contingency stock to support the establishment of two emergency CTOs with capacity for 
50-75 children each. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

 UNICEF has a contingency stock able to provide emergency WASH supplies to support the immediate needs 
of 50,000 persons affected including, bladders and distribution systems, chlorination materials/equipment, hand 
pumps, foot pumps, jerry cans and aquatabs.  

 

 Food Security 

 WFP reports that in Bangui, food prices have risen by 27% during the past month. The price increase may be 
due to i) stores closing in fear of looting; and ii) food getting scarce as the main source of staples are Kaga 
Bandoro Dekoa, Grimari and Bambari, i.e. the villages that were seized by the rebels.  

 WFP reports that some 200 mt of humanitarian food supplies have been looted in Bambari and Bria. Light 
vehicles and trucks were moved before the attacks and are secured in Bangui. Security measures at the 
warehouse in Bangui have been reinforced. 

 WFP CAR has about 4,600 metric tons of mixed commodities pre-positioned in Cameroon. These commodities 
are stored in Douala, Ngaoundéré and Bertoua and could be immediately dispatched to CAR when the corridor 
opens. At this time, access to CAR from Cameroon, the main corridor from the Douala seaport, is at a 
standstill. In case humanitarian access to the conflict zones is granted, WFP will use its own trucks and will 
also use private transporters to access the population in need. 

 WFP is monitoring food prices in the markets in Bangui and other cities in the west and north-western part of 
the country that are not under rebels’ control. Concerns are raised that if the crisis escalates, access to food at 
reasonable prices will quickly be difficult. 
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Logistics 

 UNHAS planes are currently relocated to Yaoundé. Since UNHAS flights are the primary means of 
transportation around CAR, this temporary suspension of its services is limiting the response capacities of 
humanitarian partners on the ground. Following the Senior Management Team decision to return security 
officers and critical staff to Bangui this week, UNHAS is redeploying its aircraft to Bangui for a resumption of 
flights and in support of the coming rapid assessment missions.  

 
 

 Education 

 UNICEF has emergency education supplies in stock to immediately support over 1,100 school-aged children 
and 8,000 children between ages 2-4 years to encourage the continued development and social interaction of 
children during and after crises. 
 

Emergency Telecommunications 

 The ETC Cluster is enforcing the Zemio radio room to be operational 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  

 The ETC Cluster installed VSAT back up connection in OCHA premise to provide an alternative means for 
internet connection.  
 

 Nutrition 

 UNICEF continues to procure emergency supplies to address health and nutrition needs, including 34 tons of 
PlumpyNut and 25,750 mosquito nets that arrived on 8 January in Bangui. 

 UNICEF can support the immediate establishment of five therapeutic feedings centers through the RRM 
programme. 

 WFP has a stock of Plumpy Sup and Plumpy Doz, 113 mt and 30 mt respectively, which will be used for its 
targeted supplementary feeding programmes.  
 

 Non-Food Items  

 UNICEF will in collaboration with the humanitarian community coordinate the immediate delivery of basic 
services to 5,000 households (25,000 persons) through the provision of NFI kits which include items such as 
blankets, mosquito nets, cooking sets, soap, jerry cans and tarpaulins 

 
 

Funding 
No funding has been reported so far to the 2013 Consolidated Appeal for CAR. The total request for humanitarian 
needs in CAR for 2013 was estimated at US$129 million ahead of the latest crisis. The 2012 appeal for the CAR 
was funded at 65 per cent of the $124 million requested.   

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 
 

  

mailto:fts@un.org
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Population living in affected areas 

 

Préfectures Sous préfectures  Population  

Bamingui Bangoran Ndélé       36,531    

Bamingui          6,696    

Nana Gribizi Kaga Bandoro       96,651    

Mbres       21,163    

Ouham Kabo       40,296    

Batangafo       63,017    

Haute Kotto Bria       70,076    

Ouadda       15,300    

Ouaka Bambari     117,223    

Grimari       38,400    

Ippy       42,276    

Kouango       70,635    

Kemo Sibut       39,836    

Dekoa       35,896    

Ombella Mpoko Damara       28,546    

Basse Kotto Alindao       65,346    

  Total     787,888    

 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Abdoulaye Sawadogo, Deputy Head of Office OCHA CAR, sawadogoa@un.org, Tel: +237 70652973,  

Anne France, West and Central Africa Desk, CRD NY, white5@un.org, Tel: +1 212 963 1172, Cell + 1 917 340 9985 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org or www.reliefweb.int.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org 
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