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The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 

principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 
Coordination Saves Lives 

  Summary of Affected, Needs, and Assessments ‐ 15 May 2014
  (Source:  OCHA field offices and PDMC) 

Province 
No. of 

Districts 
Affected

No. of 
Districts 

Assessed 

Persons 
Killed 

Families 
Affected 

Houses 
Damaged*

Houses 
Destroyed*

Jawzjan 8 6 65 4,165 0 100 

Faryab 12 9 47 3,072 50 10 

Sar-e-pul 6 4 28 2,737 2,148 682 

Baghlan 10 8 8 1,645 907 637 

Balkh 7 7 4 1,483 598 880 

Badakhshan 9 6 503* 1,056 0 330 

Samangan 7 5 1 912 495 425 

Kabul 6 6 0 433 321 116 

Ghor 6 6 1 247 11 26 

Logar 1 1 2 228 40 88 

Takhar 7 6 0 184 85 115 

Bagdghis 4 4 16 181 90 50 

Hirat 3 3 0 102 35 8 

Bamyan 4 4 0 45 20 22 

Parwan 2 2 0 20 16 4 

Wardak  4 0 0 0 0 0 

Khost 1 0 39 21 

Grand Total 97 77 675 16,510 4,855 3,514 

 

Afghanistan Flash Floods 
Situation Report No. 7 as of 1800h (local time) on 15 May 2014 

 
This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Afghanistan. It covers the 
period from 24 April to 15 May 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 20 May 2014. 
 

Highlights 
 

 The number of flood-affected people 
is 115,500 in 17 provinces and 97 
districts. Following new 
assessments, the numbers of people 
affected by floods has reduced by 
about 6,000, while increased by one 
additional province (Khost) and nine 
new districts. 

 Jawzjan, Faryab, Sari Pul remain the 
most affected provinces, accounting 
for two thirds of all the flood affected 
to date. 

 Assessments and immediate relief 
distributions have been taken place 
in 80% of all affected districts.  

 Relief distributions are ongoing in 
the most-recently affected districts 
and for some sectors. Sufficient 
relief stocks remain in country for the response.  

 Constraints on access remain due to ruptured roads. The Mazar-Kabul highway has been repaired in Balkh, 
allowing only passenger vehicles to use it.  There are no material changes on security related access. 

 More and more attention is on the planning for the rehabilitation and rebuilding of damaged and destroyed 
homes (over 8,300), infrastructure and livelihoods. Land allocation and restitution to areas which are less prone 
to recurrent floods, is one way of incorporating disaster risk reduction in a meaningful way. The recently 
endorsed displacement policy provides a template in this regard. 
 

Situation Overview  
The number of new flooding incidents has largely deceased 
since the last report (see table). In Puli Khumri, the main pipe 
supplying drinking water to the city has burst, and relief 
supplies need to be brought from Kabul for the remaining 
gaps in the response. In Jawzjan province, Acha district was 
flooded on 11 May, where 40 families were displaced. 
 
The focus of immediate relief efforts going forward is to: 

 continue assessments and relief distributions where 
they are incomplete 

 reduce the risk of waterborne disease outbreaks  - 
ensure clean water, suitable sanitation and hygiene.  

 maintain active health surveillance of the situation on 
a daily basis 

 chlorinate, clean and rehabilitate damaged wells and 
water sources 

* Confirmation of initial casualty estimates in Argo district still pending assessment completion 
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  Summary of Affected, Needs, and Assisted 
  (Source:  IOM‐HAP‐ND Incident Updates 24 Apr – 15 May) 

Province 
No.of 

Districts 
Affected 

Death 

Number of Affected Families  # of 
Displaced 
Families 

# of 
Assisted 
Families Affected 

Damaged 
HH 

Destroye
d HH 

Jawzjan  5  65  4,251  0  1,640  2,611  2,626 

Faryab  11  39  2,686  599  667  0  2,442 

Sar‐e‐pul  4  20  2,737  2,055  682  0  2,737 

Baghlan  11  7  1,368  731  637  0  940 

Balkh  6  2  1,555  780  786  0  1,211 

Badakhshan  10  257  591  65  407  760  448 

Samangan  6  0  908  345  294  0  594 

Kabul  4  0  385  236  146  0  385 

Ghor  8  0  66  14  50  0  43 

Logar  1  2  128  48  80  0  128 

Takhar  4  0  272  21  239  212  260 

Badghis  5  14  185  133  38  0  185 

Herat  4  0  102  22  57  0  43 

Bamyan  7  0  287  161  59  13  274 

Wardak  3  0  0  0  0  0  0 

Khost  1     60        0  60 

Kunar  1  0  7  3  4  0  7 

Paktia  1     65        10    

TOTAL  92  406  15,653  5,213  5,786  3,606  12,383 

 maintain water trucking activities until water 
sources are restored to pre-flood levels 

 carry out protection assessments  
 maintain education of children until flood 

damaged schools are repaired. 

Sufficiently stocks remain in country. The challenge 
is to transport stocks to needed locations where 
roads have been damaged or destroyed by floods 
and where insecurity restricts access.  There stocks 
are largely sufficient in warehouses in Mazar, 
Maymana, Sari Pul for the northern provinces west of 
Mazar. For locations east or south east of Mazar, the 
destruction of the main north-south highway in Tangi, 
Khulm district, Balkh province is a challenge.  
 
Mazar based partners cannot travel to Baghlan 
province because this highway is cut, so there is a 
need for Kabul based WASH partners to respond, as 
Baghlan has very limited WASH capacity. Relief 
supplies stored in Mazar warehouses also cannot be 
transported to Samangan province, so relief supplies 
must be brought in from Kabul and Kunduz; the 
Kunduz warehouses are almost empty because of 
Badakhshan and Baghlan response. 
 
Insecurity challenges also logistics operations, amongst other places, on the Sari Pul to Shirberghan road. 
Insecurity in the restive Warduj district of Badakhshan constrains access to at least 5 flood affected villages in the 
district (Khisraw, Eshtakan, Dehrooz  Chardara,and Safid-dara village)  
 

Humanitarian Response 
Jawzjan Province  
In Jawzjan province, tents and food were distributed immediately to the 40 families that were displaced in Acha 
district that was flooded on 11 May.  
 
Assessments have been completed in all secure districts in the province. Distributions of food, non-food items and 
tents are either complete or ongoing. The insecure districts of Darzabad and Qushtepa have now been assessed 
by Afghan Red Crescent society and distributions are planned. There are sufficient stocks and access to the 
warehouses in Mazar. 
 
The total number of flood affected families 
increased since the last report from 465 to 
526.  The NFI distributions were completed 
on 12th May and the food distribution was 
completed on Tuesday 14th of May. WFP 
committed two month food rations for the 
whole caseload. 
 
Priority activities for the week ahead: 
Continuation of relief distributions: NFIs only 
in Qezi Gerdab village of Aqcha district. 
Expansion and strengthening of emergency 
health response, including surveillance for 
disease outbreaks. Addressing the WASH 
gap: UNICEF and WASH partners need to 
address water, sanitation and hygiene needs 
in newly flood affected areas. Protection 
monitoring of IDP situation and needs. 
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Faryab Province 
Assessments status:  
Completed: Khwajasabzposh, Shirintagab, Dawlatabad, Pashtunkot, Maymana, Almar, Qurghan, Garziwan, 
Qaysar. 
Pending: Bilcheragh, Ghormach, Kohestan  
 
Response status: Completed distribution of food, NFI, emergency shelter: Khwajasabzposh, Shirintagab, 
Dawlatabad, Pashtunkot, Maymana, Almar, Garziwan, Qorghan Qaysar districts. Pending: Bilcheragh, Ghormach, 
Kohestan   
 
Stock status: Faryab has sufficient food and NFI stocks in Maymana city. If needed additional stocks can be 
mobilized from Mazar warehouses.  Distribution of food, NFIs, tents completed in 9 out of 12 districts.  
 
Priority activities for the week ahead: Health monitoring  
 
WASH - immediate needs: distribution of hygiene kits, hygiene and sanitation awareness, construction of sanitary 
latrines, cleaning, repair and rehabilitation of damaged wells and water sources, training of area water pump 
mechanics and water point user groups. 

 

Sari Pul Province 
Assessment status: Completed except those in insecure areas. 
 
Response status: Food, NFI, tent distribution completed except in the insecure areas.  
 
Stock status: Food, NFI, tent stocks are in Sar-e-Pul city. Sufficient food, NFI, tent stocks in Mazar warehouses. 
Transport and distribution is challenging due to insecurity on the Sar-e-Pul to Shiberghan road and partial 
insecurity in several districts.  
 
Response gap: Water, Sanitation and hygiene; insufficient number of WASH partners in Sar-e-Pul province. 
Immediate needs: construction of sanitary latrines, chlorination repair and rehabilitation of damaged wells and 
water sources, training of water point users. 

 

Balkh Province  
The last wave of flooding on 10 May hit the insecure districts of Balkh province, namely Chahar bolak and Chimtal 
districts; ARCS have now conducted assessments there and distributions are planned. 
 
There is no access to the flood affected Sayyad village in Balkh province from Mazar due to the destruction of the 
road in Tangi in Khulm district. 
 
The road between Zari and Amrakh is still cut 
off and heavy machinery is required to open 
this road, according to the district Governor. 
ANDMA was requested to follow up 
 
Assessment status:  
Completed: Sholgara, Khulm, Zari, Chahar 
Bolak, Chimtal, Chahar Kent.  
Ongoing: none.  
Pending: none 
 
Response status: Food, NFI, tent distribution 
completed in Sholgara on 11 May 2014.  Food, 
NFI, tent distribution not started in Khulm, Zari, 
Chahar Bolak, Chimtal, Chahar Kent districts. 
 
Stock status: Sufficient food, NFI, tent stocks in Mazar warehouses.  
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Response Gap: in Khulm district: water, sanitation and hygiene – UNICEF and WASH partners to address. The 
destruction of the highway in Khulm district, Balkh province has resulted in a shortage of food, NFI, tent stocks in 
the region to the west of the rupture and resulted in delayed humanitarian response to flood affected families in 
Sayyad village of Khulm district. WASH  - distribution of hygiene kits, hygiene and sanitation awareness, 
construction of sanitary latrines, cleaning, repair and rehabilitation of damaged wells and water sources. 

 

Baghlan Province 
On 12 May 2014, ANDMA reported new floods occured in Bazarak village of Khost Wa Firing district and Kolola 
Sang village of Tala Wa Barfak district of Baghlan province on 1 0 May 2014. Initial reports say that 10-15 houses 
were damaged / destroyed Khost Wa Firing district and 10-15 in Tala Wa Barfak district. Security is not good in 
these villages and Baghlan based organizations are busy with distribution plans and responses in Puli Khumri, so 
assessments are postponed.  
 
Assessments status:  
Completed: Dih Salah, Andarab, Dushi, Khinjan, Khwaja Hijran, Guzargahi Nur and Puli Khumri districts.  
Ongoing: Khost Wa Firing and Tala Wa Barfak districts of Baghlan province.  
 
Response status: Distribution of food, NFI, tents completed in Khinjan district. Distribution of food, NFI, tents 
ongoing in Dushi, Puli Khumri and Dih Salah districts. Distribution of food, NFI, tents pending in Andarab, Khwaja 
Hijran, Guzargahi Nur, Khost Wa Firing and Tala Wa Barfak districts.  
 
Stock status: Baghlan basically has no food, NFI and tent stocks. NFI and tent stocks are in Kunduz warehouses. 
But Kunduz warehouses are almost empty due to Badakhshan emergency response. WFP food stocks are in 
Mazar. UNHCR has transferred 219 tents from Kabul to Puli Khumri. WFP will deliver food from Kabul in the  
coming days.  
 
Flood Concern: A technical survey of the hydro power plant and water dam (Ghori dam) in Pul-e-Khumri showed 
that following the 7 May 2014 flood, the condition of the dam is very bad and requires urgent repair. There is a 
concern that the dam could collapse, which would affect 70% of farmers, stop electricity and damage/ destroy 
thousand of houses in the province. 
 
Priority: Assessments, distributions, health, WASH 
 
Response gaps: provision of safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene for flood affected families in Pul-e-Khumri 
district. Shelter NFI gap:  221 Emergency Shelter (Tents) and 420 NFI kits. Supplies of food, tents, NFI, WASH 
have to be brought from Kabul for the remaining gaps in the 7th May flood caseloads and pending caseloads.  

 

Badakshan Province 
Ab-e-Barek: The government 
allocated three sites for temporary 
camping of three villages Ab-e-
Barek and the work levelling the 
site began on 14 May. Camp 1 is 
allocated for the Nowabad Ab-e-
Barek village, hit by the landslide, 
Camp 2 for Tashbulaq village at 
the risk of further landslide and the 
third camp for Ab-e-Barek village 
which has not been affected by the 
recent landslides. 
 
Government began reducing the 
level of water that was blocked 
due to the landslide on 14 May 
2014. Four pumps will evacuate 20 
inches of water a minute; while the 
amount of the water coming is 
estimated at 6 inches. The deputy 
governor of Badakhshan promised 

Overview of DPs camps - north part of Abe Barek, photo credit: Merlin 
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to issue IDs to all residents in the Ab-e-Barek village to identify the number of affected families, deaths and families 
at risk. The risk of landslides in Tergani area of Faziabad will be assessed by a team where 121 families are at the 
risk of landslide. NRC and UNHCR will help the government in camp management and relocation of the IDPs in the 
site after the government verifies the IDPs.  
 
There are enough stocks in Badakhshan, in part from the assistance of Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and Pakistan, while 
India has donated $1 million for the Argo landslide.  The Deputy Governor of Badakhshan on 12 May 2014 in 
PDMC said that so far 47.5 million Afghanis and $81,463 have been received into a special account for the Argo 
landslide.  
  
Gaps in response: Flash floods affected 4 villages in Khisraw, Eshtakan, Dehrooz and Chardara villages of restive 
Warduj districts on 8 May 2014, where 54 families were affected, 8 houses were destroyed, livestock, irrigation 
canals, agriculture land, trees, shops, roads and mosques were damaged.  A flash flood on 10 May 2014 in Safid-
dara village affected 60 families, 10 house were fully destroyed while 50 houses were partially damaged. Food, 
NFIs and tents are needed and remain a gap, as no agency has responded yet due to lack of access and insecurity 
in the district.  
 

Humanitarian Response: updates from clusters 
The clusters provided the following sector updates indicating the progress achieved where there have been 
material changes since the last situation report. 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene    Health     Nutrition 

 Response to smaller communities in remote areas remains challenging mainly due to transportation 
constraints, security and road damage due to floods. 

 Continuous rain is contributing to ever larger volumes of standing water posing significant risk to the 
outbreak of vector borne disease. Provision of safe drinking water, prepositioning of medical supplies 
especially diarrheal disease kits and immediate large-scale community health education, hygiene and 
sanitation promotion remain a priority.  

 Gaps in sanitation continue to be highlighted in all affected areas. Hygiene and sanitation promotion 
remains an immediate priority including the distribution of hygiene kits and construction of sanitary latrines. 
Underlying sanitation conditions pre-floods was already poor and a more comprehensive longer term 
approach will be required to fully address this. Cleaning, repair and rehabilitation of damaged wells and 
water sources, and the training of area mechanics and care takers is also seen as a gap however few 
skilled partners have been identified to respond to sanitation requirements. 

 In Faryab the WASH response is being managed and coordinated through the provincial RRD. UNICEF 
water trucking and chlorination of wells is ongoing and assessments of flood affected areas have resulted in 
plans for several food-for-work projects to rehabilitate damaged local water sources such as wells, canals, 
pools and kandas and enable school cleaning. INTERSOS has submitted a proposal to OCHA ERF to 
address the needs of 36 villages in the Astana area of Shirintagab district in terms of WASH, hygiene 
promotion and shelter construction. IAM, ICRC, DACAAR and NPO/RRAA have also expressed intentions 
to rehabilitate water points in the province.  

 During the national WASH Cluster meeting in Kabul, the Wash Cluster Coordinator strongly requested the 
support of NGOs that have the capacity to engage further in WASH in the NR, NER and CR.   

 Additional funding needs will be required for agencies to address medium term rehabilitation of community 
and school water supplies and for sanitation improvements. Initial estimated needs of around US$ 1.5 
million (to be reconfirmed by May 30th). 

 WHO and UNICEF will organize a workshop in Mazar to have an accurate overview of current gaps and 
how to address them in a medium term perspective (up to 6 months).  This workshop is intended at putting 
together both emergency and development partners.  Tentatively, the workshop will be scheduled 29th May. 

 Nutrition cluster members report most needs covered in Jawazjan, Sari-e-pul, Faryab and Samangan. Gaps 
have been identified in Balkh province where only 2 (Keshendeh and Zari) of the five affected districts have 
functioning Targeted Supplementary Feeding programmes (TSFP) and no corresponding treatment for 
Severe Acute malnutrition (SAM). In Sholgara district, one of the hardest hit districts there are no nutrition 
services. 

 Jawzjan, Faryab and Sar-e-pul are facing a shortage of qualified staff in some health facilities particularly 
female staff to deliver maternal services. 
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Background on the crisis 
Afghanistan is extremely susceptible to recurring natural disasters, due to its geographical location and years of environmental degradation. 
The country regularly experiences flooding, earthquakes, avalanches, landslides and drought, in addition to other man-made disasters 
resulting in the frequent loss of lives, livelihoods and property; contributing to high levels of poverty across the country. The Northern 
provinces of Afghanistan can be severely affected by both floods and drought. Seasonal rains and spring snow melt regularly result in life-
threatening flash flooding in the region. The Afghanistan National Disaster Management Authority (ANDMA), supported by the international 
humanitarian community, has prepared contingency plans for the spring floods as well as a number of early warning systems. ANDMA has 
also been working to construct flood protection systems in flash flood prone communities. 

Protection 

 The regional Protection Cluster in Mazar noted that family tracing mechanisms need to be established.  More 
than 270 persons have been reported as ‘missing’ in Faryab, Jawzjan, Balkh, Sar-i-Pul, Badakshan and 
Samangan. 

 Education in Emergencies (EiE) assessment undertaken by Ministry of Education in Sar-i-Pul, indicating that 
14 schools have been affected, potentially affecting more than 11,000 students’ access to education.  

 NRC, UNICEF, Save the Children are coordinating response to EiE needs in the Northern region in 
conjunction with the Provincial Education Directorates; there is however a gap in coordination at local level.  
While some schools may not have suffered severe damage, students’ learning materials have been 
destroyed or lost, affecting most families with children of school-going age. 

 Mental distress and post-traumatic stress disorder needs identified with no facilities available 
 Mechanisms to assess extent of, and address replacement of civil documentation, including property deeds. 

 
 

For further information, please contact:  
Aidan O’Leary, OCHA Head of Office, oleary@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1101 
 
For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 
 



Northern Afghanistan: Spring Floods 2014 (Assessment Status as of 15 May 2014)
Province District Province District

Darzeb On‐going Aybak Completed

Khwanjadukoh Completed Ruy‐e‐Duab Completed

Qushtepa On‐going Khuram Wa Sarbagh Completed

Fayzabad Completed Feroznakhchir Completed

Aqcha Completed Hazrat‐e‐Sultan Completed

Mardyan Completed Dara‐e‐Suf‐e‐Payin On‐going

Khaniqa Completed Dara‐e‐Suf‐e‐Bala On‐going

Mingajik Completed Baghlan Jadid  Completed

Almar Completed Andarab Completed

Bilchiragh Pending Guzargahi Nur Completed

Dawlatabad Completed Khinjan Completed

Garziwan Completed Dil Salah Completed

Khwajasabzposh  Completed Pul‐e‐Khumri Completed

Maymana Completed Dushi Completed

Pashtunkot Completed Khwajahejran Completed

Ghormach Pending Khost Wa Fereng On‐going

Qaysar Completed Tala Wa barfak On‐going

Qurghan Completed Kalafgan Completed

Shirintagab Completed Dasht‐e‐Qala Completed

Kohestan Pending Yengi Qala Completed

Gosfandi Completed Taloqan Completed

Sar‐e‐Pul Completed Eshkashem Completed

Sayad Completed Rostaq On‐going

Sozmaqala Completed Farkhar Completed

Balkhab On‐going Chaghcharan Completed

Kohistanat Pending Dawlatyar Completed

Sholgara Completed Taywarah Completed

Zari Completed Charsadra Completed

Keshendeh Completed Shahrak Completed

Charbulak Completed Tolak Completed

Charkent Completed Logar Mohammadagha Completed

Chimtal Completed PD 5 Completed

Khulm Completed PD 6 Completed

Ab Kamari Completed PD 13 Completed

Bala Murghab Completed PD 14 Completed

Qadis Completed Musayi Completed

Qala‐I‐Naw Completed Estalef Completed

Hirat Completed Shibar Completed

Pashton Zarghon Completed Bamyan centre Completed

Kohsan Completed Yakawlang Completed

Darayem Completed Saygha n Completed

Argo Completed Gird (Ghorband) Completed

Fayzabad Completed Shinwari Completed

Keshem Completed Jaghatu Cancelled

Shuhada Completed Daymirdad Cancelled

Yaftal‐e‐Sufla On‐going Jalriz Cancelled

Yawan On‐going Chak Cancelled

Warduj Completed Khost Khost centre

Shahr‐e‐Buzorg On‐going

Assessment Status

Badakhshan

Faryab

Jawzjan

Baghlan

Note: Needs assessment cancelled due to inaccessibility (security reason) in affected districts of In Maydan Wardak 

province. Communication with community elders in all affected districts indicated that flood affected agriculture 

land and crops only.
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AFGHANISTAN: Overview of Flood-Affected Areas
(as of 15 May 2014)
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