
 
 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 
www.unocha.org 

This report is produced by OCHA Syria in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from [31 January 
to 8 February 2022]. This will be the final situation report on the displacement.  

HIGHLIGHTS  

• Around 90 per cent of 45,000 people displaced 

during the recent hostilities have returned to their 

homes in Ghweiran and Al Zouhour.  

 

• Twenty families remain at one collective centre and 

a further 400 families are displaced in host 

communities, unable to return due to damage to 

homes and lack of public services in their areas. 

 

• Significant damage to public and private 

infrastructure and services has been reported as 

authorities continue to conduct assessments in 

affected neighbourhoods. 

 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  

As of 8 February, over 90 per cent (42,000) out of the 45,000 people displaced by hostilities in Al-Hasakeh 

city have returned to their homes. This follows the end of hostilities in and around Al Sin’a Prison complex on 

31 January, although security and search operations continue. Returns have primarily been to the southern 

neighbourhoods of Ghweiran and Al Zouhour. As of 6 February, only one collective centre, Al Ball, continues 

to host approximately 20 households (100 people). A further 2,000 people are estimated to be living in host 

communities. The main obstacles to return include the damage or destruction of homes, shortage of basic 

services and food items, and restrictions on movement due to ongoing security operations. The Department 

of Social Affairs and Labour (DoSAL) is planning to open temporary shelters in Ghweiran to accommodate 

families whose homes are destroyed, contingent on improved humanitarian access.  

 

 

On 2 February, DoSAL conducted an assessment in Ghweiran to identify the scale of damage to public and 

private infrastructure. Twenty homes, several buildings at the University of Al Furat (Faculties of Economics 

and Civil Engineering), agricultural silos, a vocational training centre and Al-Basel bakery are classified as 

destroyed. The results of the assessment will be shared in the coming days. The destruction of the university 

buildings and ongoing security issues reportedly disrupted scheduled examinations. 

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

On 2 February, an inter-agency monitoring team comprising UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, WHO, UNFPA 
and OCHA visited Al Ball and Osman Ibn Afnan mosque collective shelters, which at the time were hosting 
about 100 households (500 people) and met with DoSAL. On 5 February the remaining households at Osman 
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Ibn Afnan mosque were moved to Al Ball and the former was closed.  Assistance continues to be offered at 
Al Ball, including distribution of food, health, nutrition, water and sanitation, and protection services, amongst 
others. As families have left the shelters, protection partners mobilized facilitators to monitor the situation, 
initiate referrals for persons with specific needs and coordinate with relevant authorities.  

 

  Food Security 

Response: 

• WFP and partners distributed general food assistance to 2,560 households 
since the start of the crisis. 

• WFP, through its partner the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) distributed 
food to 2,250 households (approximately 11,250 people) in host 
communities. 

• NGO partners are providing hot meals daily to people at Al Ball. In total, 1,137 hot meals have been 
provided at all shelters.  

 

  Health 

Needs and Gaps: 

• Poor ventilation, inadequate sanitary facilities and cold temperatures 
continue to result in infections and respiratory issues among some affected 
people. 

 
Response: 

• As movement restrictions have eased, referrals from Al-Hol camp to WHO-
supported Al-Hikmah Hospital have normalized with 20 cases referred since 
the crisis began.  

• As of 8 February, mobile medical teams ceased visits to collective shelters as most of the displaced 
population have returned to their homes. In total, 2,607 consultations were provided. 

• The Early Warning, Alert and Response System activated during the crisis did not report any unusual 
trends.  

• The Department of Health’s mobile teams vaccinated 26 people against COVID-19, and a further 24 
people with other vaccinations. Some 86 people were treated for leishmaniasis. 

• From 31 January to 8 February, UNFPA implementing partners (Al-Yamama, Mar Assia Centre and 
Syrian Family Planning Association) provided over 480 reproductive health consultations. In total, 1,496 
consultations were recorded since the start of the response. This included ante-natal care, post-natal 
care, psychosocial support, and free medicines through integrated mobile teams and two facilities. 
Additionally, the UNFPA-supported health facility run by Al-Yamama, provided gynecological, internal, 
pediatric, free medicines and free laboratory services. UNFPA also distributed reproductive health kits to 
447 pregnant women and medical supplies to 10 midwives, accompanied by awareness sessions on the 
use of materials. 

 

  Nutrition 

Response: 

• Since 24 January, UNICEF supported two health and nutrition mobile teams 
to provide services to displaced people through two local partners. Services 
included early detection and treatment of acute malnutrition for children 
under 5 years of age and for pregnant and lactating women, as well as 
awareness raising activities on infant and young child feeding. The mobile teams continued their support 
till 4 February when most people had left the shelters.  

• From 31 January to 8 February, 348 children and 85 pregnant and lactating women were screened for 
acute malnutrition. One child and a pregnant woman, who were identified with moderate acute 

2,560 
Households reached with 
general food assistance 

1,470 
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medical services 

provided  
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malnutrition received appropriate treatment. Group and individual sessions on infant young child feeding 
were organized for about 250 caregivers.  

• The sub-sector monitored and reported on donations of infant formula and donating charities were briefed 
about protocols, including the operational guidelines for infant feeding in emergencies.  

 

  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs and Gaps: 

• The response was primarily delivered by UNICEF and a sector partner 
(through SARC) due to the limited number of WASH Sector actors. This 
affected the capacity for the maintenance and cleaning of latrines in 
collective centres. 

• Inadequate funding to meet identified WASH gaps. 
 

Response: 

• At the one remaining shelter, UNICEF and a sector partner continue to supply 16 m3 of potable water 
daily and rehabilitate WASH facilities. UNICEF has distributed 250 family hygiene kits and 120 packs of 
diapers, estimated to benefit 1,250 people.  

• Regular water trucking by UNICEF continues to IDP camps and neighborhoods in Al-Hasakeh city with 
32 centres supplied daily.  

 

  Protection 

Needs and Gaps: 

• The sector is awaiting approvals to ship humanitarian commodities (including dignity kits and items for 
people with specific needs) from Qamishli to Al Hasakeh. 

• The sector continues to conduct protection monitoring to identify specific risks to the most vulnerable. A 
recent assessment conducted jointly by protection facilitators and partners’ protection teams identified 
30 elderly persons (including 15 persons with disabilities) requiring specific assistance. 

• Lack of access to some areas of return hampers monitoring and follow-up for cases with specific needs. 
 

Response: 

• Protection partners continue to assist displaced people in Al Ball and in urban areas, in coordination with 
local authorities. Protection facilitators conducted individual case referrals, including for persons with 
specific needs. UNHCR partners will distribute adult hygiene items for six months to identified cases in 
Al Ball and Ghweiran. The SARC legal team plans to assess the need for legal assistance for people in 
Al Bal.  

• UNICEF, through its local partner Al Yamama’s child protection volunteers, provided awareness sessions 
on prevention of separation, gender-based violence (GBV) and sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) to 
917 children and 422 adults. Additionally, psychosocial support services were offered to 563 children, 
parental care to 369 caregivers and Explosive Ordnance Risk Education (EORE) to 250 children and 73 
caregivers with the distribution of more than 1300 EORE materials. UNICEF, through Al Yamama also 
conducted a daily verification on cases of unaccompanied children or child victims of violence. One 
unaccompanied child was identified by the team and is being assisted by the child protection partner with 
caregiving and family tracing and reunification services. 

• UNFPA partners (MAC, Al Yamama, SFPA) provided 3,566 GBV and reproductive health (RH) services 
to women and girls and service provision is ongoing. 2,612 women and girls received female hygiene 
products and 443 women and girls received winterized dignity kits. Integrated mobile teams provided 
GBV services, including case management, safe referrals to other services and psychosocial support. 
Key messages were disseminated on GBV, reproductive health, family planning, antenatal and postnatal 
care etc. UNFPA continues to support services in Al Hasakeh city through static RH clinics, women and 
girl safe spaces and integrated RH/GBV mobile teams.  

 
 

1,250 
People reached 
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  Education 

Needs and Gaps: 

• UNICEF continues to assess the situation of returnee children to ensure their 
re-integration into formal education. Due to the restriction of movement in 
affected neighbourhoods, school-aged children still face difficulties in 
accessing schools. Schools in Ghweiran and Al Zouhour are yet to reopen. 

 
Response: 

• Forty school-aged children remain displaced at Al Ball. A UNICEF partner continues to conduct 
recreational activities to support their wellbeing. The partner plans to assess learning gaps and refer 
them to appropriate education pathways, especially their displacement continues for an extended period. 

 
 

GENERAL COORDINATION  

To support the overall response, inter-agency partners collaborated closely through existing sub-national 
coordination mechanisms. This included conducting joint missions and negotiations on access with relevant 
authorities, regularly monitoring and adapting the response to meet people’s needs and changing conditions 
on the ground and move towards resumption of regular programming at the earliest opportunity. This also 
included the issuance of several reports, including two flash updates and two situational reports, with detailed 
information on needs, gaps and responses on the ground.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

40 
Children reached 


