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Afghanistan: Flash Floods 
Situation Report No. 1 as of 2300h (local time) on 25 April 2014 

 
This report is produced by OCHA Afghanistan in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Afghanistan. It covers the 
period from 24 to 25 April 2014. The next report will be issued on or around 27 April 2014. 

 

Highlights 
 

• Heavy rainfall since 24 April has caused flash floods across six provinces of the Northern Region of the country; 
reportedly killing 123 people and with more still missing. 
 

• Initial reports indicate that Jawzjan province is the worst affected in the region, where 80 people have reportedly 
been killed and some 6,000 people have been displaced.  

 

• Local authorities are leading the coordination of assessments and emergency response, with the support of 
humanitarian agencies. Priority needs include clean water, medical supplies, food, non-food items and shelter.  
 

 

Situation Overview 
Heavy rainfall, which started on 24 April, has sparked flash floods in 23 districts, across six provinces, of the 
Northern Region of Afghanistan. Provincial authorities report that 123 people have been killed and more are still 
missing. 

As assessments are underway to determine the full extent of the damage caused, as well as the humanitarian 
needs of the affected population, it is still too early to get a full picture of the scale of the flooding. Initial reports 
indicate that Jawzjan province is the worst affected in the region, where 80 people have reportedly been killed and 
some 6,000 people have been displaced. The provinces of Faryab, Sar-e-Pul, Balkh, Samangan and Takhar have 
also been affected to a lesser degree. 
 
The Afghan Government’s Provincial Disaster Management Committees (PDMC) are leading the coordination of 
the response within their affected provinces, with support from humanitarian agencies. Limited access to some of 
the more heavily affected areas remains a key challenge. 
 
Priority needs at present include clean drinking water, medical supplies, food, non-food items and shelter.  
 

Further details of the affected provinces are provided in the table below. 
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Priority Province Affected districts Coordination and Assessments Damage / Needs Humanitarian Response 

Highest 
priority 

Large 
scale 
damage  

 

Jawjzan  Khwajadukoh, 
Darzab and 
Qushtepa  

Flood-affected 
villages in 
Khwajadukoh: 
Chobash Afghania, 
Chobash Turkmania, 
Saltuq Afghania, 
Saltuq Turkmania, 
Shakarak Bazar, 
Labe Jare Taghan 
and  Qurbaqa Arigh 

� PDMC emergency meeting held in Shiberghan at 
1000h. 

� Crisis management team established in 
Shiberghan by Jawzjan authorities, which is 
coordinating the relief response.  

� Rapid needs assessment ongoing. Participants 
include ANDMA, ARCS, govt line departments, 
IOM, Actionaid, ZOA, Tearfund, Save the Children, 
WHH, WFP PAT, RQSDO, QSDO, NRC and 
NPO/RRAA. 

� A joint assessment team including IOM, WFP, 
NPO/RRAA, NRC, German Agro Action, Action Aid, 
Save the Children and ANDMA. Team recorded 
1,659 people (237 families) coming out of 
Khwajadukoh. Around 1,400 people are in the 
desert (open area) and 259 people were relocated 
from the desert to a madrasa (Quraish Laab Jar). 
Save the Children plan to assist all 1,659 people 
with food and NFIs. 

� PIN assessment in Qushtepa (insecure and poor 
access): Locals reporting 150 people are missing 
and 100 houses have been destroyed across three 
villages - Changhma Choghor, Jarqodoq and 
Aghsai. 10 people died in Changhma Choqor and 
Arab Ha Area of Qushtepa district, about 600 
houses are destroyed, 250 shops are destroyed 
and 120 gardens are destroyed. 

� Deaths (80): Unconfirmed reports of 
a further 80 people missing.  

� Displacement: Jawzjan authorities 
report 6,000 people displaced within 
the province. Initial reports of 3,500 
people displaced in Khwajadukoh 
district. 

� Priority needs include food, clean 
drinking water, medical supplies 
shelter and NFs (including 
clothes) particularly for IDPs with in 
schools or out in the open. 

� Unclear at this stage how many 
villages are under water. Main roads 
closed; damage to infrastructure 
e.g. bridges. Agricultural land 
affected. 

� Provincial authorities and humanitarian 
organizations responding.  

� Immediate need for search and rescue assistance 
(ANSF), and heavy machinery to unblock flood 
canals. Afghan Ministry of Defense has made 
available two ANA helicopters which have started 
airlifting flood-trapped people from roof tops but 
their capacity is insufficient.  Media reports 200 
people were evacuated by helicopter. 

� Initial response: Save the Children providing 1,000 
blankets, (shipment en route from Mazar to 
Shiberghan city). UNICEF released 251 hygiene 
kits, 753 blankets and 251 family kits and high 
energy biscuits for approximately 1,750 IDPs on 25 
April at request of Jawzjan provincial authorities. 
Further UNICEF assistance to some 10,500 people 
subject to assessment outcomes.   

� Protection: UNHCR informed that many families in 
Khwajadukoh district, affected by the floods, are 
refugee returnees and conflict IDPs. 

� ZOA is working with the MoE and provincial 
governor to remove certain barriers in the flood 
canal. No access to flooded villages at the moment. 

High  
priority 

Large 
scale 
damage 

 

 

Faryab Khwajasabzposh, 
Pashtunkot, 
Maymana, 
Shirintagab, 
Bilchiragh, 
Garziwan, 
Dawlatabad, Qaysar 
and Almar. 

� PDMC emergency meeting held in Maymana at 
0800h. 

� Ongoing rapid needs assessments since 0900h. 
Participants: ANDMA, IOM, NRC, SC, OCHA, WFP 
PAT, district authorities. Four assessment teams 
formed - assessments conducted in Dawlatabad, 
Shirintagab, Khwajasabzposh, Maymana districts. 

� Assessment in Khwajasabzposh completed. 
Findings report more than 1,750 people are flood -
affected, no human casualties, many houses and 
agricultural land damaged by flood water. 

� Deaths (33) and missing persons 
(7). 

� Houses destroyed (2,309)  
� A large amount of agricultural land 

has reportedly been affected.  

 

� Save the Children report around 300 houses are 
affected in Khwajasabzposh. Urgent need for water, 
food and NFIs. Save the Children plan to provide 
1,000 pieces of breads and 1,000 bottles (1.5L) of 
water.   

 

High 
priority  

Large 
scale 
damage 

Sar-e-Pul  

 

Sar-e-Pul, Sayad, 
Sozmaqala, 
Gosfandi, Balkhab, 
Sancharak and 
Kohestanat. 

 

� PDMC emergency meeting held in Sar-e-Pul at 
0800h. 

� Rapid needs assessment started at 0900h. 
Participants: ANDMA, IOM, NRC, Save the 
Children, ARCS, DAIL, government line 
departments, IOM, and WFP PAT. Assessments 
ongoing.  ANDMA report families affected in the 
centre of Sar-e-Pul. ANA camp also affected.  

� Deaths (10): Sozmaqala and 
Sancharak districts. 

� Destroyed/damaged houses: 
Initial report state four houses in 
Yakadasht village are damaged; 
four houses in Amam Khord village 
completely destroyed.  
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High 
priority  

Medium 
scale 
damage 

Balkh  

 

Sholgara and 
Keshendeh 

� PDMC emergency meeting held at Balkh 
Governor’s Office at 1400 hrs, led by the Deputy 
Provincial Governor of Balkh province. The main 
agenda of the PDMC is the flood emergency in 
Sholgara district of Balkh province. 
 

� Sholgareh district: Based on 
preliminary information from 
ANDMA some 1,050 people are 
affected; 10 houses destroyed and 
more than 100 houses damaged.  A 
joint assessment team consisting 
of ANDMA, IOM, WFP, Save the 
Children, Care International and 
NRC left Mazar for Sholgara at 
0900h. However, the assessment 
was limited since reportedly some 
members of the provincial council 
and some affected people refused 
access and denied humanitarian 
assistance. The team plans to return 
to Sholgareh on 26 April. 

� Keshendeh district: Agricultural 
land flood-affected. PIN is verifying 
flood damages and needs.  

 

Low 
priority 

Samangan  Aybak ANDMA and ARCS conducted assessments.   So far only reports of five families 
affected.  Small scale damage 
reported. 

ARCS providing food and NFI assistance.  

Low 
priority 

Takhar Dasht-e-Qala Assessment team formed of ANDMA and DACAAR. 

According to ANDMA, the main road in Taloqan 
area was temporarily closed by flood debris. MRRD 
used heavy machinery to clear the road, which was 
then re-opened later in the morning. 

20 houses were destroyed by floods 
in Now-Abad village of Dasht-e-Qala 
district.  
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Background on the crisis 
Afghanistan is extremely susceptible to recurring natural disasters, due to its geographical location and years of environmental degradation. 
The country regularly experiences flooding, earthquakes, avalanches, landslides and drought, in addition to other man-made disasters 
resulting in the frequent loss of lives, livelihoods and property; contributing to high levels of poverty across the country. The Northern 
provinces of Afghanistan can be severely affected by both floods and drought. Seasonal rains and spring snow melt regularly result in life-
threatening flash flooding in the region. The Afghanistan National Disaster Management Authority (ANDMA), supported by the international 
humanitarian community, has prepared contingency plans for the spring floods as well as a number of early warning systems. ANDMA has 
also been working to construct flood protection systems in flash flood prone communities. 

  
 

For further information, please contact:  

Aidan O’Leary, OCHA Head of Office, oleary@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1101 

For more information, please visit http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 

 


