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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 03 - 10 
October 2011. This will be the last OCHA Situation Report on Blue Nile and South Kordofan. OCHA will continue 
to report on Blue Nile and South Kordofan in its weekly Sudan Humanitarian Bulletins. If the situation changes 
dramatically and there is a need for more regular and more detailed reports on Blue Nile and South Kordofan, 
OCHA will resume these Situation Reports.   
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• Fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 

– North (SPLM-N) continues in Blue Nile State and South Kordofan State, putting civilians at risk and 
causing further displacement.  

• UNHCR reports that over 27,500 Sudanese refugees from Blue Nile State have now entered 
Ethiopia, necessitating the opening of a new refugee camp.  

• The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has said that continued fighting is likely to 
significantly affect food availability, as Blue Nile State and South Kordofan are two of Sudan’s main 
sorghum producing areas. Planting and harvesting has been severely interrupted as a result of 
hostilities. 

• Humanitarian access to Blue Nile State and South Kordofan State remains limited. Only national 
NGOs are currently able to operate in Blue Nile State, whilst only national NGOs and international 
NGOs operating through national staff maintain a presence in South Kordofan. No cross-line 
movements of humanitarian staff from Government-controlled areas into areas controlled by SPLM-N 
forces have been permitted.      

 
 

II. Situation Overview 
 
Blue Nile State 
 
Ongoing fighting between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
– North (SPLM-N) in the southern parts of Blue Nile state continues to affect civilian populations. Large 
numbers of displaced persons have reportedly fled from areas surrounding the towns of Bau and Dindiro to 
Ed Damazine locality in recent days, but due to limited humanitarian access these reports cannot be verified. 
There have also been reports of an ambush carried out by SPLM-N forces on 8 October on the road 
between Agadi and But, some 40 km west of Ed Damazine, which resulted in many casualties. 
 
Recent needs assessments undertaken by the State Ministry of Health (SMoH) and the Water and 
Environmental Sanitation Department (WES), indicate that internally displaced persons (IDPs) are located in 
the towns of Derang in Bau locality and in Dindiro, Kurmuk locality. All other towns along the main route 
south of Ed Damazine are reported to be virtually empty. According to UNICEF insecurity has now 
increased, preventing government partners from accessing IDP locations south of Ed Damazine (Derang and 
Dindiro), and west of Ed Damazine in Tadamon locality. 
 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) reports that Ethiopia has so far received over 27,500 Sudanese refugees 
from Blue Nile State, necessitating the opening of a new refugee camp near the town of Tongo. The 
Government of Ethiopia, UNHCR, and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) are currently 
moving refugees away from border areas to transit facilities and refugee camps.  
 
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) has said that continued fighting in Blue Nile State is likely 
to significantly affect food availability in the region. As Blue Nile State and South Kordofan State are two of 
Sudan’s main sorghum producing areas, the latest fighting coupled with erratic rainfall means that it is likely 
that next month’s crops in both states will fail and lead to a shortage of sorghum stocks.  Already a shortage 
of sorghum stocks has caused local prices to double. FAO has asked for US$3.5 million to assist up to 
235,000 people who may be directly affected by these shortages.  
 
The UN World Health Organization (WHO) reports that, although a number of hospitals and clinics in the 
south of the state have had to close due to insecurity, it is working in collaboration with the Sudanese Red 
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Crescent Society (SRCS) and the SMoH in Blue Nile State to keep hospitals open and maintain the provision 
of health services. Malaria remains the primary cause of consultations in Blue Nile State, accounting for 
nearly one-third of all reported diseases. Due to insecurity, no specific reports on malaria incidence rates 
were available for Kurmuk and Bau localities.    
 
 
South Kordofan State 
   
Hostilities between SAF and SPLM-N forces also continue in South Kordofan State. Humanitarian actors on 
the ground have received unconfirmed reports of aerial bombardments occurring in Delami, Koalib, Kurchi, 
Umm Dorain, Mendi and Buram localities. The UN Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS) also reports 
that fighting between SAF and SPLM-N forces has taken place in Talodi and Kadugli localities. According to 
local media, dozens of farmers have been displaced in the locality of Abu Gebeiha and areas of Sadeed, Al-
Tamar, Al-Hamra, Almitaimir and Jadeid, after SPLM-N forces entered these areas.  
 
Humanitarian partners report that approximately 12,000 persons displaced from South Kordofan State have 
arrived in Unity State, South Sudan. INGOs that have staff on the ground in Kauda locality have also been 
reporting that the nutritional status of children and pregnant and lactating women in SPLM-N areas is 
deteriorating.   
 
Although only limited access has been granted to humanitarian actors, national NGOs and international 
NGOs operating through national staff have been able to maintain a presence in some localities of South 
Kordofan State. Access to field localities is sporadic and inconsistent, raising concerns over the sustainability 
of some humanitarian programmes. The supply of medicine to public health clinics by Save the Children - 
Sweden, for example, may be subject to review in some localities as field monitoring of supplies is 
increasingly difficult.  
 
Food security is of concern in South Kordofan State, as the planting of sorghum was not able to occur earlier 
this year due to the start of hostilities. A small FAO team is currently on the ground in South Kordofan 
distributing seeds and tools to cover the needs of 120,000 persons. The UN World Food Programme (WFP), 
SOS and the Government’s Humanitarian Aid Commission also began its distribution of non-food items 
(NFIs) for over 24,000 people in 10 different locations of Rashad locality. 
 
Although many roads are now impassable due to heavy rains, UNICEF reports that it was able to supply 
3,000 mosquito nets to flood-affected populations in Elsalam, Muglad and Babanusa localities. According to 
UNICEF, over 13,000 persons have been affected by flooding in these localities.     
 
UNICEF and governmental partners are currently consolidating data on separated, unaccompanied and 
missing children in South Kordofan State. SRCS reports that, during recent assessments undertaken in the 
localities of Kadugli, Dilling, Al Qoz, Rashad and Abu Gebeiha, 43 separated children and 1 unaccompanied 
child were recorded.  SRCS, with UNICEF support, is also operating 11 Child Friendly Spaces with 55 
volunteers in South Kordofan. Currently 1,670 children attend these facilities. In the last week, UNICEF has 
supported the Elfula hospital in Elsalam locality with essential drugs for the medical care of 
separated/unaccompanied children. 
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III. Contact 
 
 
New York Geneva 
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 2380 E-mail: malango@un.org 
 

Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org  
 

Aida Mengistu: Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Africa II 
Section, Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 5145 E-mail: mengistua@un.org 
 

Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 Email: byrs@un.org 

 
To be added or deleted from this sit rep mailing list, please e-mail: ochareporting@un.org 


