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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 30 June-
5 July 2011.  
 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
• The security situation in South Kordofan State remains tense and volatile, with fighting reported near 

Kadugli every day from 30 June to 5 July. 
• While humanitarian agencies have access to Kadugli town, access to locations outside of Kadugli for 

humanitarian activities is still being denied.  
• WFP, working through local partners, has assisted approximately 49,800 people with emergency 

rations, with a further 6,300 people scheduled to receive 103 MT of food in the coming days. 

 

II. Situation Overview 
 
The security situation in South Kordofan State remains tense and volatile. Heavy gunfire and aerial 
bombardments were reported south of Kadugli every day from 30 June to 5 July. Helicopter gunships 
reportedly engaged in offensive air operations west of Kadugli on 4 July. It is unknown if there have been any 
civilian casualties in recent days. At least ten large explosions were heard north of Julud on 30 June.  
 
Meanwhile, continued restrictions on access in South Kordofan are making it extremely difficult to assess 
overall humanitarian needs. In Kadugli town itself, UN humanitarian agencies and IOM are now being 
allowed access to the civilian population, but government authorities have continued to deny international 
non-governmental organizations (INGOs) access to the town. Two WFP/UNICEF convoys and seven UNMIS 
convoys travelled between El Obeid and Kadugli in the last six days. Also, two UNMIS flights were allowed 
into Kadugli during this period. 
 
Outside of Kadugli town, government authorities are not allowing UN agencies free access to any location. 
According to the Humanitarian Aid Commission (HAC), access is being denied because of the current 
security situation and the presence of landmines. However, in the case of areas outside of the control of the 
Sudan Armed Forces (SAF), those humanitarian organizations that were already present when the conflict 
broke out on 5 June are able to continue delivering relief assistance, with limited supplies and mainly through 
national staff. 
 
Sudanese government authorities continue to demand that all humanitarian assistance from UN aid agencies 
and international NGOs be channelled through national partners and local organizations. Although this has 
enabled delivery of assistance to some of the vulnerable population, the response has remained constrained 
by the limited capacity of these national organizations. The Sudanese Red Crescent Society acknowledged 
in a press statement dated 29 June that it has limited logistical capacity. 
 
With the withdrawal of UNMIS scheduled to commence on 9 July, humanitarian partners on the ground are 
anxious to ensure that adequate logistical and security measures are in place for them to continue to operate 
after this date. This includes the need for UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) flights. Despite requests for 
clearance, no UNHAS flights have been allowed to operate into any parts of South Kordofan since the 
fighting erupted on 5 June. 
 
While no comprehensive figures have been given, HAC has reported that the internal displacement of 
civilians in South Kordofan State is now easing, with many people returning to their places of origin, 
especially in places like Talodi and Dilling. However, due to the lack of access, humanitarian agencies are 
unable to confirm this.  
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
Assessment in Kadugli 
An inter-sectoral assessment exercise led by HAC and line ministries, with the participation of UN 
humanitarian staff and IOM, was conducted in Kadugli town between 1 July and 4 July. The assessment 
focused primarily on assistance needs rather than protection concerns of the civilian population. The 
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assessment was conducted by over 50 people working in five teams. All teams had participation of HAC and 
line ministries, using questionnaires approved by HAC. Questions about voluntariness of return were not 
permitted to be included in the questionnaires. 
 
Participants completed focus group discussions and household interviews in the neighbourhoods of the five 
sectors in which Kadugli town has been divided as part of the needs assessment exercise. The five sectors 
represent areas in town that have been affected by the fighting. Preliminary reports indicate that in some 
areas as many as 80 per cent of those who fled their homes following the violence that erupted on 5 June 
have now returned. In other areas as few as 10 per cent of the people displaced have returned. Some of 
those interviewed were people who had previously taken refuge outside the UNMIS base. Small groups of 
displaced people remain in three of the five sectors, and in the western area of town, mines and unexploded 
ordnance remains a big problem, with one child reportedly killed in recent days. In one sector, returnees 
reported that they still spend the night in a school for security reasons. 
 
Preliminary reports indicate that the most urgent humanitarian needs identified include food (partially due to 
a 40-60 per cent increase in food prices), water, medical services and shelter for displaced people. In several 
neighbourhoods, improved security was mentioned as a priority; the large presence of armed elements is 
perceived as threatening by the population. 
 
Food Security 
WFP, with the support of SRCS and HAC, distributed two-week rations to 1,760 people who were displaced 
by the conflict in South Kordofan to El Obeid, North Kordofan. In the coming days, approximately 6,300 
people will receive 103 MT of food in Debaibat, Kurtala and Abassiya. To date, WFP, working through local 
partners, has assisted approximately 49,800 people affected by the conflict in South Kordofan State with 
emergency rations in SAF areas as well as areas outside their control. 
 
Water Sanitation & Hygiene 
UNICEF in coordination with local partner Sudan Water and Environmental Sanitation (WES) continued to 
support chlorination activities in various localities in South Kordofan State, covering 38 water yards and 22 
hand pumps. All nine water yards in Kadugli town have been chlorinated through UNICEF/WES efforts. 
UNICEF, WHO & WES are presently working on water quality surveillance all over Kadugli town.  
 
Shelter & NFI 
UNICEF and Save the Children (Sweden) delivered blankets, sleeping mats and recreation kits in Talodi, 
benefiting 6,873 people. In Kauda, 1,600 people benefited from sleeping mats, recreation kits, food, non-food 
items and medicines. UNICEF and SRCS have signed a comprehensive partnership agreement in the areas 
of Health, Nutrition, WASH, Child Protection and Mine Risk Education. 
 
Health 
WHO and UNICEF are providing the medical supplies to support the Sudanese Ministry of Health to provide 
medical services in Rashad, Talodi, and Kadugli localities. Acute respiratory infections and diarrhea are the 
leading causes of illness. 
 
The Ministry of Health has received a three-month supply of vaccines for its routine immunisation 
programme. These vaccines are sufficient to cover all of South Kordofan State for the rainy season. Routine 
immunisation services are expected to continue regularly in all localities except for Heiban, Um Dorein, 
Elburam, Dallami, and parts of Talodi due to lack of access for personnel and supplies. 
 
An outpatient clinic consultations report submitted to UNICEF from local NGO PANCARE indicated that 
1,672 patients, including 911 women and children received basic health care including essential drugs in 
South Kordofan State.  
 
Education 
Schools were officially reopened on 3 July, although classes will not commence until 10 July. A low turnout of 
pupils and teachers is expected in most conflict affected areas. 
 
Demining 
HAC will engage with the SAF and UNMAO to commence mine removal activities in contaminated areas, 
mainly in the western side of Kadugli town around the mountain areas. Contamination risks are most feared 
around schools and water points. UNICEF and SRCS have started mine risk education activities have 
commenced supported. 
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IV. Coordination 
 
A visit to Kadugli by Senior HAC and UN/INGO officials planned for 3 July was cancelled by Sudanese 
Government authorities at the last moment. A subsequent visit of UN/INGO officials to Kadugli planned for 4 
July was also cancelled when the UNHAS flight from Khartoum did not get clearance.  
 
Humanitarian agencies have emphasized that for humanitarian activities to continue after 9 July, when 
UNMIS begins its withdrawal, secure office and accommodation space must be ensured. For this, they have 
requested UNDSS to carry out a security risk assessment. A planned assessment was delayed due to the 
cancellation of flights to Kadugli.  
 
UN agencies in Kadugli have repeatedly emphasized the need to allow INGOs activities in South Kordofan 
State to be resumed, as the humanitarian response depends to a large extent on INGO partnerships. 
 
The International Federation the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies appealed on 1 July for additional 
funds in order to provide an appropriate and timely response. The appeal also seeks to build up the logistical 
capacity of the SRCS to ensure a faster response to crises involving large scale population movements, 
when access to affected communities by other humanitarian actors is limited.  
 

V. Contact 
 
New York 
Rosa Malango: Section Chief a.i. Africa II Section 
Coordination Response Division 
Tel: +1 212 963 2380 E-mail: malango@un.org 

Stephanie Bunker: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +1 917 367 5126 E-mail: bunker@un.org  
 

Michal Ullmann: Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Africa II Section 
Coordination and Response Division 
Tel: +1 347 604 2815 E0mail: ullmann@un.org  

Geneva 
Elisabeth Byrs: Spokesperson and Public 
Information Officer 
Communications and Information Services 
Tel: +41 22 917 2653 Email: byrs@un.org 
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