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This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from  
17-23 May 2017. The next report will be issued on 30 May 2017.  

Highlights 

 FAO Somalia Water and Land Information 
Management (SWALIM) reports that heavy rainfall and 
flooding along the middle and lower reaches of Shabelle 
River have destroyed crop land and houses, resulting in 
the displacement of some households in Mahaday 
Jowhar and Cali Fool Dheere districts. 

 Following a spike in suspected cases of measles in the 
IDP settlements and drought-affected villages in Mudug 
region, UNICEF in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Health began a five-day measles vaccination campaign 
on 13 May, targeting 110,000 children under age 5 in 
north Gaalkacyo and Galdogob districts, Mudug region. 

 The Education cluster estimates that 40 per cent 
(270,000) of the 683,000 people displaced by the 
drought in Somalia are children between 5-18 years old. 

 Health partners have registered 672 cases of measles 
in Hiraan region in 2017; almost six times higher than 
the cases (107) reported for 2016. 

 

6.7 m 
People in need. 
3.2 m in IPC 
Phase 3 and 4 

125,000 
Children targeted for 
measles vaccination 
campaign in Banadir and 
Afgoye districts  

7,694  
Reported cases of 
measles in 2017 as of 
7 May 

672  
Cases of measles 
registered in Hiraan 
region in 2017 

40,402 
Reported cases of 
AWD/cholera in 
2017(693 deaths)  

$693m 
Total reported 
humanitarian 
funding in 2017 

Situation Overview  

The FAO-managed Food Security and Nutrition Analysis Units (FSNAU) warns of an elevated risk of famine (IPC 
Phase 5) due to severe food consumption gaps, high acute malnutrition, high disease burden and a reliance on food 
aid. Approximately 2,510,000 people will be in Crisis and 700,000 in Emergency levels of food insecurity by June.  

The number of cases of suspected measles have been increasing for the past seven weeks in Beletweyne district 
and surrounding areas. Some 102 measles cases -majority being children under age 5- have been reported in Belet 
Weyne and Matabaan districts in the last five weeks. A total of 672 cases have been registered in Hiraan region 
since the beginning of the year; almost six times higher than the cases (107) reported for all last year. Two children 
severely affected and blinded by measles were brought to a health facility in Beletweyne town this week. A total of 
7,694 measles cases have been reported countrywide since January 2017. A measles vaccination campaign 
targeting 125,000 IDP children has been launched in Banadir and Afgoye districts.  
 
Health partners report a decrease in the number of new AWD/ cholera cases and deaths reported from 3,475 cases/ 
43 deaths in week 17 to 2,691 cases/ 22 deaths recorded in week 18. The Case Fatality Rate has been brought 
down from 1.9 per cent to 1.8 per cent in the past two weeks, but is still far above the 1 per cent emergency threshold. 
Some 40,402 cholera cases and almost 683 deaths reported have been reported in Somalia since January.  
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The current drought has more than doubled the number of children admitted to the nutritional centres in Baidoa and 
Kismayo compared to the same period last year. There has been an 80 per cent increase in the number of 
malnourished children treated at the two centres and clinics compared to last year. Some 230 children under the 
age 5 are currently admitted at Baidoa hospital. The hospital, which has a bed capacity of 150 has seen a 53 per 
cent increase in the number of admissions; which is 50 more admissions compared to same time last year.  

According to the UNHCR-led Protection and Return Monitoring Network, 683,000 people have been displaced by 
the drought since November 2016. The Education Cluster is estimating that 270,000 of the displaced people are 
children between age 5 and 18. The significant increase in displacement is putting additional pressure on the already 
strained education system in the urban areas. There is need to increase the capacity of existing public schools to 
allow for displaced children to enroll as well as establishing temporary learning spaces in new IDP settlements where 
there are no public schools nearby. 

The rainfall forecast issued on 19 May by SWALIM, points towards heavy rains in Nugaal, South of Sool and north 
of Mudug regions for the coming week. Other regions in the north will receive light to moderate rains. The upper 
parts of Ethiopian highlands and southern coastal areas of Somalia are expected to receive moderate rains. Little or 
no rains are expected in central and inland southern regions of the country during the coming week. 

Flooding in Middle Shabelle region has caused damage to large amounts of crop area and displacement of some 
households in Mahadey, Jowhar and Balcad districts. There is no risk of flooding foreseen along the Juba during the 
forecast period. The forecast, observed river levels and rainfall amounts are updated on a daily basis and can be 
found in this link: http://systems.faoso.net/frrims/ 

Humanitarian Response  

Health Partners report that due to the ongoing drought, almost 3.4 million children under five are now at a high risk 
of contracting measles in the drought-affected areas of Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia. All outbreak countries report 
low first dose coverage of measles at national level, with large disparities between regions and with pockets of low 
immunity. While a measles campaign is underway in Mudug region of Somalia, there are delays in rolling out similar 
campaigns in Kenya and in Ethiopia, particularly in Ethiopia’s Somali region due to the rapid spread of acute watery 
diarrhoea. To prevent further expansion of the disease outbreak in Somalia, UNICEF and partners are exploring 
ways to vaccinate children arriving in Ethiopia and Kenya from Somalia.  

Despite the significant underfunding in the Education response, Education Cluster partners have reached some 
113,000 school children with education in emergencies assistance. The Education Cluster is targeting 250,000 
children and is at this point reaching almost 50 per cent. In areas with newly displaced such as Baidoa, partners are 
working with authorities to ensure that the response builds on existing educational structures and expands capacities 
where possible. Additional funding is critical to enable urgently required scale-up.  

 

Communicating with Communities 
 
The Common Feedback Project (CFP), a two-way consultation service between relief workers and affected 
communities has been activated in Somalia. The inter-agency/inter-cluster common service is built on existing 
feedback mechanisms/structures and partnerships, including with government, local/international organizations, 
mobile telecommunications providers and existing media. The main purpose of the Common Feedback Project is to 
ensure sustained engagement with, and accountable to affected people during the current crisis. The Common 
Feedback Project in Somalia will initially focus on southern and central Somalia. 

The Common Feedback Project works in collaboration with Clusters to increase public campaigns particularly on 
acute watery diarrhea (AWD) and cholera. Messages on what cholera is, how it is transmitted, and its treatment and 
safe handling of water and food are being aired daily on the humanitarian Radio Ergo. 

A recent assessment report (bit.ly/2qMdTrg) on the internally displaced in Baidoa revealed that 46 per cent of the 
people interviewed trusted the radio as a source of information. However, 81 per cent of those interviewed said that 
they had no access to radios. This means that majority of the households in the 168 settlements may miss out on 
important information. OCHA is working with humanitarian partners to seek ways to augment reach of radios,  
including possible distribution of communal radios. 

To help the Humanitarian Country Team gather more and better information on community feedback, humanitarian 
partners are invited to fill in this form and send it to maingir@un.org and gomo@un.org.  

 

http://reliefweb.int/map/somalia/somalia-rainfall-forecast-issued-19-may-2017
http://systems.faoso.net/frrims/
file:///C:/Users/Stancelous/AppData/Local/Temp/Community%20Feedback%20Form.docx
mailto:maingir@un.org
mailto:gomo@un.org
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Funding 

Reported funding 

Donors have remained committed to the scaling up of famine prevention activities. As of 22 May, about US$693 
million had been made available for humanitarian operations in Somalia, both within and outside the  Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP). The revised 2017 HRP is funded at 34 per cent ($516 million) of the $1.5 billion requested. 

Of the $693 (HRP and non-HRP) funding reported, an estimated $388 million or 56 per cent has already been 
disbursed to humanitarian partners; while $263 million is committed and $42 million pledged. 

 

  

 

Pooled funds continue to boost the implementation of famine prevention activities in Somalia by allocating an 
additional $6.5 million through the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) address critical needs in Baidoa and 
Mogadishu following the worsening of drought conditions in those locations.  

About $66 million has so far been made available through the two pooled funds, Central Emergency Response Fund 
(CERF) and the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) to support the delivery of assistance. 

Compared to the revised HRP requirements, the resources received and committed to-date are not sufficient to 
sustain the necessary response and avert loss of lives. Contributions and commitments in the second half of the 
year needs to be further scaled up. 

 

Real-time information sharing about available resources is essential for ensuring overall efficiency of humanitarian response in Somalia. 

Donors and recipient agencies are strongly encouraged to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – http://fts.unocha.org) of 
cash and in-kind contributions. Reporting can be done through the online reporting form or by e-mailing the reporting template to 
fts@un.org.  

 
 

 III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 

 Education 

 
Needs 

 
Currently more than 379,000 children are enrolled in schools in drought-affected areas. At least 30 per cent of these 
children are at immediate risk of dropping out. Student school absenteeism is increasing in in areas affected by 
drought, as families rely on negative coping strategies including enlisting children to search for water resources. 
Rising food and water prices have cut into the incentives for teachers provided by parents and communities, resulting 
in teachers not showing up in schools, thus further jeopardizing children’s education.  
 
In addition, an estimated 270,000 children of school going age have been displaced since November 2016. 
Displacement due to the drought is increasing the pressure on the existing education facilities especially in urban 
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http://fts.unocha.org)/
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YisG
https://ftsbeta.unocha.org/sites/default/files/international_humanitarian_assistance-reporting_template_11072016.xlsx
mailto:fts@un.org
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areas. In Puntland 70 per cent of school children do not have access to safe drinking water and 80 per cent do not 
have access to food provision. In Somaliland 41 per cent of school children do not have access to safe water and 
77 per cent have no access to food provision. In Central and Southern regions an estimated 90 per cent of schools 
do not have access to safe drinking water. 
 

Response 

 
 Education Cluster partners have scaled up the response to the deteriorating situation. The cluster is utilizing 

schools as a community-level entry point to reach the most vulnerable children to save lives, protect those at 
risk, and ensure their well-being.  

 An estimated 528,000 school children are in need of humanitarian assistance to stay in school. The Education 
Cluster is targeting 250,000 of these school children and have to date reached more than 113,000 school 
children with assistance. 

 

Gaps and constraints 
 
 The main barrier for an effective response is insufficient funding and lack of donor prioritization of education in 

emergency. The Education Cluster is estimating that $33 million is needed to reach 250,000 school children at 
immediate risk. To date, the education drought response has received $6.3 million, which is only 1 per cent of 
the total funding for the overall response. 

 Much of the on-going response for Education is short-term (4-6 months funding) which means that it will not be 
sufficient to sustain the current response throughout the crisis. Education and provision of food and water in 
schools need to continue throughout the crisis and reach the school children every day.  

 
 

  Food Security 

 

Needs 

 Revised projections from FSNAU and FEWS NET – released on 9 May, based on a post-jilaal assessment 
and SMART surveys conducted in April – estimate that 3.2 million people will be in Crisis and Emergency 
(IPC Phases 3 and 4) through June. The population expected to be in Phase 4 – 733,000 people – has 
increased by 59 per cent compared with projections made in February. Rural areas are home to 68 per cent 
of those in IPC Phases 3 and 4, and 92 per cent of those in IPC Phase 4. Famine remains a risk, and 
continued large-scale assistance is critical address the growing needs. 

 Reports of an armyworm infestation damaging pasture land in Matabaan, Guri Ceel and Dhusamareeb 
districts have been made and are currently being looked into. 

 In rural areas, key needs include emergency livestock support to keep animals alive and productive, cash-
based interventions to meet families’ immediate food needs, and ensuring the availability of inputs to produce 
food. Delivery on these priorities is essential to prevent further deterioration of the food security situation, 
help stem further displacement out of rural areas, and potentially act as a trigger for the early return of those 
already displaced. 

 
Response 
 

 Since January, food security partners have provided more than 450,000 people in rural areas with cash transfers 
on a monthly basis for 3-3.5 months. This amounts to $8.85 million, of which more than half ($4.6 million) was 
disbursed in April. 

 More than half of the 35,500 households that have redeemed seed vouchers provided by food security partners 
are headed by women. They have collected more than 919 tons of sorghum, maize, cowpea and vegetable seeds 
to plant during the ongoing Gu season. Each family will be able to produce enough to feed themselves and an 
additional two families for 6 months, based on conservative estimates. They are also receiving cash vouchers for 
three months (the duration of a planting season) to enable them to access food until their crops are harvested in 
June. In Somaliland, these beneficiaries are also being helped to prepare their land for planting: to date, more 
than 1,400 hectares of land have been tilled. 

 The second round of a livestock treatment campaign has reached 2.7 million animals so far. Round one – which 
concluded in late April – exceeded its target of 8 million animals, treating a total of 8.4 million which benefited 
more than 1.2 million people. By the end of the campaign, 21 million animals belonging to 3 million people will be 
treated. 
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 Water trucking interventions for livestock has been suspended in Puntland, Bay and Bakool with the arrival of the 
rains. In May, 3 million litres of water were trucked to 52 sites – enough to sustain 104,000 animals per day. In 
April, 10.8 million litres of water were trucked to 90 sites in Puntland – enough for 180,000 animals per day. 

 
Gaps and Constraints 
 

 Additional funding is required in light of the worsening food insecurity and malnutrition status in some of the 
hotspot areas where need is likely to increase.  

 Limited access is affecting the sectors’ response in some of the affected areas, particularly in Middle Juba. 
 

  Health 

 

Needs 

The lifesaving health needs in Somalia have increased dramatically with the exacerbation of the drought. Since 
January, 40,402 AWD/Cholera cases and 693 deaths (Case Fatality Rate 1.7 per cent) have been reported from 52 
districts across 14 regions. 52 percent of the cases are female while 43 per cent are children under age 5. The need 
for essential life-saving medicines has increased and more affected areas such as Jubaland, Hirshabelle, Galmudug, 
Puntland and Somaliland are in dire need of urgent support with lifesaving medicines. The increased vulnerability of 
the population, especially among children, requires improved immunization coverage from the current low coverage 
of 56 percent.  

Measles cases are also increasing in the country. A total of 7,694 cases have been reported countrywide since 
January 2017. 

  

Response 

 The Ministry of Health, with support from UNICEF and WHO, launched the second round Measles 
Vaccination campaign on 19 May, targeting 125,000 children in IDP camps of Kahda, Daynille, Dharkenley, 
Hodon and Afgoi corridor in Banadir region.  

 The Health Cluster has scaled up its coordination activities at regional and national levels. The cluster is 
holding weekly regional coordination meetings in Bay, Gedo, Garowe, Middle Shabelle and Mogadishu, for 
the AWD/Cholera, drought and measles outbreak responses. 

 Nearly 10,300 people received integrated lifesaving health and nutrition services from 12 Integrated 
Emergency Response Teams (IERTs) in Wanlaweyne, Dollow, Luuq, Elwak and Bardheere districts 
between 1  and 14  May. Supported by IOM, IERTs are also providing essential life-saving health services 
in Gedo and Lower Shabelle regions. Health education campaigns reached 7,609 people.  

 During the reporting period, one Inter-Agency Emergency Health Kit and one Diarrhoeal Disease Kit (DDK) 
was delivered to Banadir Hospital Cholera Treatment Center (CTC).  

 Health partners in Dhobley dispatched medical supplies to Afmadow hospital where shortage of essential 
supplies were reported.  

 During the week, 2 additional mobile teams with emergency supplies were deployed to Buhoodle district to 
support the ongoing AWD/Cholera response.  

 WHO distributed Cholera treatment protocols to all Cholera treatment centres in Somaliland. 

 Federal MoH and WHO conducted a 5-day training of 68 Health and WASH workers from 17 districts of 
Banadir region on AWD/Cholera Prevention, Case management, Surveillance, Outbreak Investigation and 
Rumor Verification. 

 In Baidoa and Jowhar districts, MoH, in collaboration with WHO, UNICEF and partners, launched the second 
phase Oral Cholera Vaccination (OCV) campaign, targeting 463,000 beneficiaries above one year of age. 
442,099 people (95 per cent coverage) were vaccinated during this campaign. 

 Gaps and Constraints 

 The health cluster funding shortfall continues to hamper delivery of life-saving health services to most 
vulnerable people including children and IDPs. Of the $107 million requested, only $5.9million has been 
received so far.  

 Inaccessibility of some districts in Bay, Gedo, Lower Shabelle and Middle Jubba because of insecurity is 
affecting delivery of basic health services to affected communities.   

 Additional support with life-saving medical supplies to health facilities, especially in AWD/Cholera, Measles 
and drought affected areas is urgently required. 
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 Nutrition 

 

Needs  

 

The nutrition situation continues to deteriorate. 2.2 million people are in need of nutrition interventions. Of the 2.2 
million, the nutrition cluster targets to treat 200,000 severely malnourished children 6 to 59 months and 570,000 
under-five and pregnant and lactating women for treatment of moderate acute malnutrition. This is a total of 770,000 
beneficiaries targeted for treatment of acute malnutrition. In addition, the nutrition cluster targets 1,430,223 
beneficiaries with nutrition preventive services. 

 

Response 

 Since January, the nutrition cluster partners have treated over 350,000 beneficiaries for acute malnutrition. 
About 398,000 beneficiaries have received nutrition preventive services. 

 The nutrition cluster partners have scaled up response to areas where there were no nutrition activities. 

 

Gaps and constraints 

 Security remains a challenge in some parts hence making interventions hard. Some sites have been closed 
due to security constraints. 

 

Latest Publications 

 Web Story: Somalia: Humanitarians listen more to community needs in drought response 

 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan Revision: http://bit.ly/2r2IOvD  

 Cholera situation in Somalia, 30 April 2017: http://bit.ly/2rXmpQT  

 SWALIM Somali Rainfall Forecast, 23 May 2017:  http://bit.ly/2rXGLJP  

 

For further information or to contribute to next week’s report, please contact: Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, 
gomo@un.org, Tel. +252616548007 | Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Anjichi@un.org,Tel: +254 722 839 182. | Antonette Miday, 
Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-731-043156. | Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org, 
Tel. +254-734-800120. 

http://www.unocha.org/story/somalia-humanitarians-listen-more-community-needs-drought-response
http://www.unocha.org/story/somalia-humanitarians-listen-more-community-needs-drought-response
http://bit.ly/2r2IOvD
http://bit.ly/2rXmpQT
http://bit.ly/2rXGLJP
mailto:Anjichi@un.org
mailto:odiwuor@un.org

