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 HIGHLIGHTS 

• The drought emergency in Somalia has intensified. 
About 572,700 people have been displaced internally 
by drought between October 2021 and February 
2022, more than double the 259,500 people 
displaced during the same period in 2016/17. 
 

• Health authorities have reported a measles outbreak 
in Somalia; nearly 2,000 suspected cases have been 
reported in February, compared to about 1,535 
suspected cases in January. At least nine related 
deaths have been reported in Jubaland State. 
 

• To expedite the scale up of drought response and 
improve coordination, OCHA has re-activated the 
virtual Disaster Operation Coordination Center 
(DOCC) in Mogadishu. 
 

• The Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) has allocated 
US$25 million to provide immediate assistance to 
communities hard-hit by the drought emergency in 
priority locations. 
 

• At least 3,000 people are to benefit from a new 
borehole in Bali Sugule Village, Togdheer Region in 
Somaliland. 

 

KEY FIGURES 

 

DROUGHT INTENSIFYING AS PARTNERS RAMP UP ASSISTANCE 

Humanitarian partners and authorities continued to scale up assistance to mitigate the adverse outcomes of the drought 
emergency in Somalia. The drought emergency has intensified, with the number of people affected increasing to about 4.5 
million people, up from 3.2 million in December 2021; and this number is steadily rising. About 671,000 people have been 
displaced internally in search of water, food, livelihoods and pasture. The displacement trend indicates higher numbers than 
during the 2016/17 drought emergency. According to the Protection and Return Monitoring Network, about 259,500 people 
were displaced between October 2016 and February 2017, compared to 572,700 people displaced between October 2021 
and February 2022. Reports from Baardheere, Gedo region, Jubaland State, inform of deaths of children and adults from 
causes related to drought. Pastoralists have reported significant loss of livestock, a main source of livelihoods in the country. 
In Bakool region, authorities estimate that up to 10,000 cattle, sheep, goats and camels died in February alone. Authorities 
in Hiraan region also reported loss of large numbers of livestock. 

7.7M 
People need 
humanitarian 
assistance in 
2022. 

2.9M 
People displaced 

Internally within 

Somalia. 

1.4M 

Children projected to 
be acutely 
malnourished. 

4.1M 
People experiencing 
acute food insecurity. 

4.5M 
People affected by 
drought as of 
February 2022. 

671K 
People displaced 
by the drought 
emergency. 

SOMALIA 

HUMANITARIAN BULLETIN 
February 2022  

Drought operational priority areas as of March 2022 

https://unhcr.github.io/dataviz-somalia-prmn/index.html


 Somalia Humanitarian Bulletin, February 2022 | 2 

 

 

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to 
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises. 

We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all. 

www.unocha.org 

 

Pasture and water are close to complete depletion in key pastoral livelihoods across Somalia, according to FAO-SWALIM. 
The high demand for water is overstretching functional permanent water sources, with preliminary survey findings informing 
of 15 to 24 pumping hours per day for many boreholes. Along the Juba and Shabelle rivers, current water levels are below 
their historical minimum and dry riverbeds are observed in many sections of the two rivers. This has affected irrigated 
agriculture in areas that depend on the two rivers and the quality of the river water has deteriorated, likely contributing to 
increased cases of acute watery diarrhoea (AWD) in some districts. While drought conditions are expected to get worse 
until the start of the April rains, SWALIM informs that forecasts from major climate information services indicate differing 
outlooks1 for the April to June 2022 season, ranging from likely average to above-average rainfall and average to below-
average rainfall.  Given the failure of three consecutive rainy seasons since October 2020, SWALIM has observed that 
extended drought impacts are likely to be experienced in parts of Somalia even under the more optimistic rainfall forecasts.  

Acute malnutrition levels are projected to deteriorate 
across much of Somalia from February to April. Urgent 
treatment and nutrition support are required for 
approximately 1.4 million children under age 5, who 
will likely face acute malnutrition between January and 
December 2022, including 329,500 who are likely to 
be severely malnourished2. In particular, high levels of 
acute malnutrition have been reported among new 
IDP arrivals in Banadir, Baidoa, Gaalkacyo, 
Baardheere, Belet Xaawo and Belet Weyne. 
Furthermore, about 10,000 learners have been 
affected by the closure of 60 schools in Galmudug and 
Jubaland states due to the drought emergency.  

In addition, food assistance for drought-affected 
families in Afgooye, Baardheere, Belet Weyne, 
Berbera, Borama, Bossaso, Burco, Burtinle, Diinsoor, 
Eyl, Jowhar, Lughaye and Marka districts is below 25 
per cent of the target, due to lack of adequate funding 
for most partners and challenging access in hard-to-
reach areas. Shelter Cluster partners report that about 
60 per cent of the households displaced by drought need assistance to access shelter and non-food items. 

To respond to the drought emergency, humanitarian partners are prioritizing operational areas by identifying locations where 
the drought-related impact is most severe, classifying districts into categories that define the response approach required 
and facilitating multi-cluster rapid response efforts. In January, 128 humanitarian partners reached at least 1.4 million 
people with different forms of assistance. 

HEALTH PARTNERS CONFIRM MEASLES OUTBREAK  

Health authorities and partners have confirmed a measles outbreak in several parts of the country. In February, at least 
2,000 suspected cases were reported in Banadir region, Galmudug, Jubaland, Puntland and South West states, compared 
to about 1,535 suspected measles cases, including 86 laboratory-confirmed cases, reported in January. 

In Galmudug, the Ministry of Health reported in February, about 270 suspected measles and 261 cases of AWD in health 
facilities in Cadaado, Gaalkacyo, Hobyo, Guri Ceel, and Cabudwaaq. Gaalkacyo hospital admitted 126 measles and 139 
AWD cases, while Cadaado admitted 84 measles and 90 AWD cases. The increase is attributed to the prevailing drought 
conditions that have resulted in consumption of contaminated water and poor hygiene standards. Most of the patients are 
children under age 5 and are from rural villages and IDPs settlements. Health partners in Galmudug have confirmed that 
response is ongoing but are short of medical supplies, local testing capacity and must cope with overcrowding of patients 
at isolation centers.  

 
1 FAO, Govt. of Somalia, Somalia Drought Update and GU 2022 Rainfall Outlook, March 2022  
2 Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, Somalia IPC Food Security & Nutrition Snapshot l February 2022 (Acute Food 
Insecurity: January - June 2022; Acute Malnutrition: January - April 2022)  

The high demand for water is overstretching the minimal available resources. Photo: OCHA 
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https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia_Gu_2022_Rainfall_Outlook_and_Drought%20_Update-March_2022_0.pdf
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https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-ipc-food-security-nutrition-snapshot-l-february-2022-acute-food-insecurity
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-ipc-food-security-nutrition-snapshot-l-february-2022-acute-food-insecurity
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Authorities have appealed for urgent assistance to address the issue of communicable diseases, the majority of which are 
endemic, yet preventable. In addition, the authorities have recommended the extension of immunization services to Guri 
Ceel town and surrounding villages that are currently hosting an 
influx of drought-affected pastoralists, including those coming from 
the Somali Region of Ethiopia.  

In Hirshabelle State, about 38 new suspected measles cases were 
reported in Jowhar District. Of the cases, 85 per cent are children 
under age 5, including newly arrived IDPs, while others came from 
rural villages affected by the drought. Health partners are carrying 
out vaccination against measles, case management and 
community mobilization, but there is need for a mass vaccination 
campaign in rural areas where access to health services is limited 
and the immunity of children is very low, due to the drought. 

In Jubaland State, about 25 new measles cases were admitted in 
Doolow (20) and Belet Xaawo (five) hospitals, with two deaths 
reported in February. New cases were reported in Luuq district as 
well. Health partners have launched a measles awareness 
campaign in Luuq, Doolow and Belet Xaawo districts. In addition, 
at least 142 suspected measles cases were reported among IDPs 
in settlements in Jubaland since December 2021. Nine children 
under age 5 have reportedly died of suspected measles. The 
severe drought in the country has led to widespread child 
malnutrition, mass displacement, and a lack of access to clean 
water and sanitation, creating ideal conditions for infectious 
disease outbreaks. 

Across the country, health authorities and partners are working to 
control the situation through blanket vaccination, provision of 
Vitamin A to vulnerable children and hygiene promotion in the IDP 
settlements, and increased surveillance in IDP and rural migratory 
communities affected by the current drought.  

ADVOCACY FOR INCLUSION OF MINORITIES INTO DROUGHT RESPONSE 

Drought conditions continue to affect all communities, with severe impact on members of minority clans, according to 
Protection Cluster partners. Households belonging to minority clans had higher average levels of food insecurity even before 
the drought, and therefore lower resilience. This is partly because families from minority clans rely on highly informal casual 
labour and the general economic downturn has severely impacted on demand for casual labour, meaning household 
incomes have fallen dramatically for those already in marginal positions.  

Communities with hunting and gathering culture are reportedly affected by reduced availability of game, food sources and 
water. Humanitarian partners and local authorities are investigating allegations of exclusion of minority groups from food 
distributions in some locations.  According to Protection Cluster partners, the absence of consistency in understanding and 
defining who is a minority remains a stumbling block to the full and effective realization of the rights of minorities. Although 
the Somali context is complicated, it is important that use of terminology is consistent and aligned with international norms.3  
The definition should also allow for common operational interpretation and be based on objective criteria to the greatest 
extent possible. Ethnic minorities in Somalia include the Bantu, Banadir, Asharaf, Bravanese, Gaboye, Tumal and Yibir. 
There is evidence of significant disparity in vulnerability and capacity among minority groups. 

 

 
3 In 2019, a report by the Special Rapporteur on Minority clarified the concept as follows; ‘an ethnic, religious, or linguistic minority is 
any group of persons, which constitutes less than half of the population in the entire territory of a State, whose members share 
common characteristics of culture, religion or language, or a combination of any of these. A person can freely belong to an ethnic, 
religious, or linguistic minority without any requirement of citizenship, residence, official recognition or any other status.’ 

Measles cases have spiked in February. Photo: OCHA 

http://www.unocha.org/
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DISASTER OPERATION COORDINATION CENTRE RE-ACTIVATED 

In response to the worsening drought conditions, the Humanitarian Coordinator and Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) for 
Somalia endorsed the activation of a more rapid, effective, and predictable humanitarian response, through well-defined 
operational response arrangements, with a particular emphasis on field-level operational coordination. In January, OCHA 
re-established the Disaster Operation Coordination Centre (DOCC) as part of efforts to enhance and expedite the scale up 
of humanitarian response.  

The DOCC serves as a forum for humanitarian clusters and Area of Responsibilities (AoRs) to work collaboratively on 
developing integrated approaches to humanitarian response planning. This includes joint missions, assessments, and 
programmes that are planned and implemented to reduce duplication and overlap, as well as the identification of priority 
areas and communities for integrated response. This has facilitated inter-cluster and inter-agency collaboration and 
innovation, as well as discussions concerning cross-cutting issues and approaches that require clusters to respond with the 
multifaceted perspective, necessary to address complex issues arising during the drought.  

Members of the DOCC share expertise, lessons and 
experiences relating to emergency drought response, 
monitoring, data collection, and analysis, ensuring that 
operational concerns are identified and addressed 
collaboratively across all sectors.   

The DOCC meetings complement existing coordination 
mechanisms, such as the Inter-Cluster Coordination 
Group, which serves as the operational body at the national 
level and reports to the HCT, and the State Inter-Cluster 
Coordination Group, which covers all areas, including 
Galmudug, Hirshabelle, Jubaland, Puntland, South West 
State, Banadir region and Somaliland. DOCC members 
include Cluster Coordinators, AoR coordinators, 
Emergency Managers from Cluster-lead Agencies, OCHA 
staff, and NGO representatives (three national and three 
international NGOs with broad geographic presence, 
including women and youth-led organizations).  

During DOCC meetings, key operational cluster updates 
and gaps are discussed, as well as operationalizing 
accountability to affected people and implementing a complaints feedback mechanism, which captures critical complaint 
data that can be used to uniformly support drought response. Additionally, the DOCC receives weekly updates from the 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) Cluster through the interim dashboard for the new arrival tracker tool. 
This dashboard provides weekly updates on new IDP arrivals to CCCM-managed sites, district of origin information, new 
arrivals' immediate needs, and the current partner response to new arrivals. Future DOCC meetings will centre on jointly 
identifying priority areas and analyzing response gaps for advocacy and remobilization efforts. 

SHF ALLOCATES US$25 MILLION FOR EARLY RESPONSE TO DROUGHT 

The Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General, UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Mr. 
Adam Abdelmoula, has launched an early allocation of US$25 million from the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) to provide 
immediate assistance to communities hard-hit by the drought emergency in priority locations.  

“In many ways, this drought emergency is similar to the 2016/2017 crisis; in some ways, it is already worse. Already over 
4.5 million people are affected and over half a million displaced, and the numbers are surging,” said Mr. Abdelmoula. 
“Substantial and early funding for response activities, including the 2022 Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) is critical to 
prevent further suffering and save lives.”  

Among the first sources of funding this year, this allocation will catalyze additional resources and early action to save and 
sustain the lives of those most affected by the deepening drought. Focusing on underserved and hard-to-reach areas, the 
allocation comes at a time when recurring shocks have deepened poverty levels in Somalia, compounded pre-existing 
vulnerabilities and stripped communities of their livelihoods.  

The DOCC will improve field coordination to meet increased needs among drought-
displaced people living in temporary sites. Photo: OCHA 

http://www.unocha.org/
https://www.unocha.org/somalia/shf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2022_Somalia_HRP.pdf
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The allocation complements the $17 million that was recently provided from the UN Central Emergency Response Fund to 
meet the immediate needs of communities affected by drought. The allocation will focus on integrated multi-cluster 
interventions that prioritize key lifesaving activities for people most affected by the drought in Jubaland and Puntland. It also 
includes supporting families displaced by drought and new arrivals at IDP sites, by ensuring provision of key services. In 
addition, cluster-specific interventions such as WASH, livelihoods and nutrition will allow for provision of safe drinking water, 
emergency livestock assistance, and continuation of nutrition life-saving services.  

Somalia, on the frontline of climate change, has been heavily impacted by the severe drought that is sweeping across the 
Horn of Africa, amid serious funding shortfalls for humanitarian response. The 2022 HRP seeks US$1.5 billion to assist 5.5 
million people in Somalia, but only 3.3 per cent of the required funding ($48.8 million) has been received as of February. 
With the next rainy season not expected until April 2022, millions of people in Somalia are staring at a potential catastrophe. 

NEW BOREHOLE TO BENEFIT 3,000 PEOPLE IN BALI SUGULE VILLAGE 

Humanitarian partners, in collaboration with the local authorities are constructing a new borehole in Bali Sugule village, 
Togdheer Region in Somaliland, about 40 to 50 km south of Burco town in Somaliland. The rural village is inhabited by 
pastoralists, who are currently facing severe water needs due to the drought emergency. The borehole, to be completed in 
two months, is expected to provide a permanent source of water to at 
least 3,000 people in and around the village.  

“Many vulnerable people cannot afford water due to drought and 
increased price of water,” said a local woman. “I am really happy to have 
the borehole in Bali Sugule as this will save me from the long and risky 
trek in search of clean water.” 

According to WASH experts, construction of the borehole with a depth 
of 520 metres in Bali Sugule costs around US$200,000; nearly twice the 
average drilling cost in other parts of Somaliland. The construction is 
funded by USAID/Bureau of Humanitarian Assistance through UNICEF.  

According to the 2022 Drought Response Plan, approximately 311,000 
people living in more than 180 villages and IDP sites in Togdheer, Sool, 
Sanaag, and Woqooyi Galbeed regions require urgent water assistance, 
to combat the impact of the worsening drought emergency. 

On 26 February, the Somaliland Vice President Abdirahman Abdillahi 
Ismail, who is also the chairman of the Somaliland Drought Committee, 
expressed concern over the living conditions of people affected by 
severe drought. 

USAID has also supported CARE Somalia to rehabilitate boreholes in 
Ceerigaabo, Sanaag area; one of which serves over 7,000 people. “Our 
borehole was renovated in early 2020, simplifying access to water for 
both household use and livestock,” said Yusra Aden, a 60-year-old 
mother of seven in Ceerigaabo town.  

The Bali Sugule borehole under construction. Photo: OCHA 

For further information, please contact:  
 
Ogoso, Erich Opolot | Head of Communications | ogoso@un.org |Tel. +254 720 766 587.   
Mursal Ali | Public Information Officer | mursalali@un.org I Tel: +252615679998/ +252619150457 
Anjichi, Truphosa Kodumbe | Humanitarian Reporting Officer | anjichi@un.org | Tel. +254 722 839 182  
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | www.reliefweb.int | www.ochasomalia.org 
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