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This report is produced by OCHA Somalia in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from  
13 to 20 June 2017. 

Highlights 
• Rainfall totals were more than 30 per cent below average 

across large areas of Somalia, and more than 50 per cent 
below average in the worst-affected areas, according to the 
Global Food Security alert issued by FEWSNET on 21 June.   

• A total of 3.51 million people have been reached with 
temporary or permanent access to safe water since the 
beginning of the year. This represents 75 per cent of the 4.5 
million people targeted for access to safe water. 

• More than 18.5 million heads of livestock have been treated 
against common diseases since March, benefiting 2.8 million 
people across Somalia (with the exception of Middle Juba, 
due to insecurity).  

• The UK Secretary of State for International Development 
visited Somalia and announced an additional aid package of 
£60 million (about US$77 million) to help tackle the current 
humanitarian crisis caused by the prolonged drought. 

 

6.7 m 
People in need. 
3.2 m in IPC 
Phase 3 and 4 

739,000 
People displaced by 
drought since November 
2016  

10,499 
Reported cases of 
measles in 2017  

18.5million 
Heads of livestock 
treated for common 
diseases.   

51,036 
Reported cases of 
AWD/cholera in 
2017 (738 deaths)  

$711m 
Total reported 
humanitarian 
funding in 2017 
(HRP+ non-HRP 
funding) 

Situation Overview  
In the Horn of Africa, the March to May rainy season was much drier than anticipated. Rainfall totals were more than 
30 percent below average across large areas of Somalia, and more than 50 percent below average in the worst-
affected areas, according to the Global Food Security alert issued by FEWSNET on 21 June (Read more: 
http://bit.ly/2sUug5k). While the rains have led to recharge of some of the water points, regeneration of pasture and 
improvement of livestock body conditions in some areas, an elevated risk of famine persists in parts of Somalia due 
to severe food consumption gaps, high acute malnutrition and high disease burden.  

Cases of Acute Watery  Diarhoea (AWD/cholera)  continued to occur with more than 51,000 cases and 782 deaths 
reported this year as of 11 June (Read more: http://bit.ly/2sZdWRw).  More cases were reported in Somaliland during 
this reporting period. More than 80 cases and 9 related deaths were also reported in Mudug region. The majority of 
cases are among children under age 5. Overall, there was a 31 per cent decrease in the number of deaths with the 
case fatality rate reducing to 1.6 per cent. However, the case fatality rate remains above the 1 per cent emergency 
threshold. Nearly 10,500 measles cases have been reported since the beginning of the year and nearly half of these 
are children under age 5. The health cluster recommends a nation-wide measles vaccination campaign and is 
actively seeking funding in collaboration with WHO, UNICEF and IFRC to step up response.  
New drought-related displacements into Baidoa town have occurred during the reporting period. Most of the 
estimated 1,500 households newly displaced are coming from parts of Bay (Berdale, Buurey, and northern parts of 

http://bit.ly/2sUug5k
http://bit.ly/2sZdWRw


Somalia Drought Situation Report No. 12, 13 June 2017 | 2 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

Bay) and Bakool. These areas have received very little rainfall and communities are concerned that their crops and 
livestock will not survive the drought. Humanitarian partners are putting in place measures to scale up response to 
the new arrivals. Overall, more than 739,000 people have been displaced due to drought since November 2016. 
These include 160,000 new IDPs in Baidoa and 155,000 in Mogadishu. 

Humanitarian Response  
While rainfall in late April and in May has provided respite in some areas and led to seed germination, reduced yields 
are expected due to early season losses and erratic rainfall. High levels of suffering remain and Somalia is not yet 
out of the woods. Recent analysis by FSANU suggest that an elevated risk of famine in 2017 persists. To prevent a 
further deterioration of the food security situation, livelihoods support to drought-affected people and emergency 
livestock support are ongoing. Livestock support and vaccination is underway to keep animals alive and productive. 
During this critical period, appropriate livelihood support to people in the stressed food security phase is being 
prioritized to prevent adoption of “irreversible” coping strategies and maintain “survival” in the face of growing acute 
food insecurity. These interventions also aim to forestall increased displacement out of rural areas, and potentially 
act as a trigger for the early return of those already displaced. A massive scale up of humanitarian response is 
ongoing, with more than 3 million people being reached every month with life-saving assistance, livelihood support 
and protection services and this needs to be sustained and scaled up to avert the worst in the second half of the 
year.  
Compared to 2011, when famine was declared in July, a quick response by donors to provide funding, enabled 
partners to mount a massive drought response and to scale up famine prevention by providing life-saving assistance 
and livelihood support drawing from lessons learnt from the previous famine. Humanitarian partners’ interventions 
have continued to focus on providing life-saving and reinforcing rural livelihoods to hold the line against worsening 
food insecurity, disease outbreaks, mitigating displacement pressures, reducing the overall humanitarian burden, 
laying the groundwork for a faster pivot to post-crisis recovery, and building greater resilience to future shocks. 

Funding 
While donor contributions continue to enable humanitarian partners to scale up life-saving and life sustaining 
humanitarian activities, clusters such as WASH have reduced their reach in May due to lack of resources. Further 
resources are urgently required to sustain the response into the second half of the year to avert loss of lives. The 
revised Humanitarian Response Plan seeking $1.5 billion to reach 5.5 million people with life-saving assistance in 
2017 is nearly 37 per cent funded at $557 million. A gap of $952 million remains. Overall, as of 20 June 2017, $711 
million had been reported to the OCHA-managed Financial Tracking Service and this includes $154 million outside 
the HRP. 
Donors have continued their support to avert famine in Somalia. During her visit to Mogadishu on 17 June, Ms. Priti 
Patel, the UK Secretary of State for International Development announced an additional aid package of £60 million 
(about $77 million) to Somalia to help tackle the current humanitarian crisis caused by the prolonged drought. Her 
mission came a week after the High-Level Horn of Africa Partnership mission to Somalia on 11 June where several 
donors made contributions and pledges towards averting famine. The £60 million was in addition to the £100 million 
of aid disbursed by Britain to Somalia since her last visit January this year. During her visit, she met with government 
officials, the Humanitarian Coordinator, aid workers in the Drought Operations Coordination Centre (DOCC) in 
Mogadishu and the humanitarian country team. She was accompanied by the British Ambassador to Somalia, David 
Concar.  
Meanwhile, further funds were made available from the Somalia Humanitarian Fund Reserve to support enabling 
programmes. An additional $6.5 million was allocated for Integrated Multi-Cluster Response to address critical gaps 
at locations receiving large numbers of IDPs in Banadir and Bay regions; and to fight cholera outbreak in Somaliland. 
The Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) has already allocated more than US$33 million in 2017. These allocations 
support the highest priority projects of the revised 2017 Humanitarian Response Plan, which requires $1.5 billion to 
sustain the humanitarian response in Somalia through the second half of 2017.  
 

Real-time information sharing about the available resources is essential for ensuring the overall efficiency of 
humanitarian response in Somalia. 

Donors and recipient agencies are strongly encouraged to inform OCHA’s Financial Tracking Service (FTS – 
http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions. Reporting can done through the online reporting form 
or by e-mailing the reporting template to fts@un.org.  

 

http://fts.unocha.org)/
https://ee.kobotoolbox.org/x/#YisG
https://ftsbeta.unocha.org/sites/default/files/international_humanitarian_assistance-reporting_template_11072016.xlsx
mailto:fts@un.org
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 III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 
 
 

  Food Security 
Needs 
Between February and May, the number of acutely food insecure people rose by half a million people to 6.7 million. 
Most of this increase was in the number of people in IPC Phase 4 (up by 67 per cent since February). The 
deterioration has been most significant – and accelerated – in rural areas, which are now home to 68 per cent of the 
population in IPC Phases 3 and 4, and 92 percent of those in IPC 4. Current food security needs are expected to 
persist throughout 2017 as the poor Gu rains are likely to lead to another poor harvest. However, the Deyr rainy 
season (October-December) offer a window of opportunity as they are forecast to be likely average to above-
average. Humanitarian partners are geared to help farming families remain in rural areas to enable them to plant as 
the Deyr season sets in October 2017. Supporting emergency livestock activities will be key to keeping animals alive 
and productive, cash-based interventions to meet families’ immediate food needs. Delivery on these priorities is 
essential to prevent further deterioration of the food security situation, help stem further displacement out of rural 
areas, and potentially act as a trigger for the early return of those already displaced. 
 
Response 

• More than 450,000 people in rural areas have received cash transfers since January, amounting to $10.6 
million. The transfers are being made on a monthly basis for 3 to 3.5 months, helping families across the 
country to meet their immediate food needs. 

• Nearly 238,000 people have received $5.9 million through cash-for-work in Somaliland, Puntland and 
southern and central Somalia, providing them with immediate access to food and improving livelihoods. The 
work is also bringing benefits to their communities such as repaired irrigation canals to boost maize 
production by around 80 per cent and water catchments able to store water for 207,000 animals for the entire 
dry season. Around 20 per cent are receiving the cash unconditionally as they are unable to participate in 
work, including disabled people, the elderly and pregnant women. 

• More than 38,300 rural farming and agro-pastoral households – that is 100 per cent of the target – in Awdal, 
Woqooyi Galbeed, Bakool, Bay, Gedo, Hiraan, and Lower and Middle Shabelle regions received more than 
1,000 tonnes of seeds (cereal, cowpea and vegetable) to plant during the Gu season. These families are 
also receiving cash vouchers for 3 months – the time it takes to plant and harvest staple crops. Each family 
is expected to produce enough to feed themselves and two additional families for six months. 

• Tractor hours were also provided to 1,850 households who received seeds in Somaliland. Tractor hour 
support will help to prepare their land for planting and tilling more than 1,850 hectares. In riverine areas of 
southern Somalia (Lower Shabelle region), seed beneficiaries are receiving irrigation support for their crops. 
To date, 4,100 farming households have received their initial six hours of irrigation – as their crops grow, 
they will receive an additional two cycles, for a total of 18 hours.  

• More than 18.5 million heads of livestock have been treated against common diseases since March, 
benefiting 2.8 million people across all regions of Somalia (with the exception of Middle Juba, due to 
insecurity). By the end of the emergency campaign, about 21 million animals belonging to 3.1 million people 
will have been treated. By keeping livestock alive, these interventions are preserving a life-saving source of 
food and income for highly vulnerable pastoralists and agro-pastoralists. 

 
Gaps and Constraints 

• Lack of access continues to affect response in some part of Middle Juba and Lower Shebelle and Bakool. 
This has contributed to the growing displacements in Baidoa and Mogadishu in search of life-saving 
assistance.    

• Additional funding is required to sustain scale up of humanitarian response and to meet the increasing food 
security and malnutrition needs.  

• The limited agriculture input support to populations in the western part of Somaliland has constrained the 
communities’ capacity to invest in production during the Gu season and /or utilize land with irrigation potential 
to increase production.    
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  Health 
 

Needs 
The health situation remains critical as water scarcity, food insecurity and malnutrition continue to drive needs. As 
of 11 June, a cumulative of 51, 036 AWD/Cholera cases and 783 deaths (CFR 1.6 per cent) have been recorded. 
This is a significant increase compared to cases recorded during the same period in 2016. Cases of suspected 
measles continue to rise across Somalia. A total of 10,499 cases have been reported nationwide by 11 June, 
exceeding the number of cases reported the whole of last year. The need for essential life-saving health services 
have increased as more people become vulnerable. 
 
Response 

• A Cholera Treatment Unit was established in Gubadley in response to the ongoing AWD/cholera outbreak 
in Heliwa district of Banadir region. Two mobile clinics offering case management, distribution of Oral 
rehydration solutions (ORS) and referral health services were also deployed to Heliwa. 

• The Cholera Treatment Center in Waajid town of Bakool region has been closed down as there were no 
AWD/cholera cases reported for more than 10 days. This is as result of joint response by Health and WASH 
cluster partners in collaboration with the Ministry of Health. 

• The Integrated Emergency Response teams (IERTs) provided medical assistance for 1,140 people affected 
by AWD. Some 75 cases were referred to respective CTC, CTU and hospitals in four regions of South 
Central. These teams also reached 6,498 people with heath education. 

• 54 health workers were trained in cholera surveillance, case management, infection control and prevention 
in Kismayo, Lower Juba.  

• Health partners donated 200 cartons of ringer lactate infusions to Banadir hospital CTC to support response 
activities to contain the current surge of AWD/cholera in Mogadishu. 

• An ad-hoc health cluster coordination meeting was held in Mogadishu to address the spike in AWD/cholera 
cases in Banadir region. 

• Health and WASH clusters national teams met to discuss ways of strengthening the IERTs responses and 
to boost ongoing AWD/cholera response in the country. 

• Health/WASH clusters finalized a plan to conduct mass campaign to promote water treatment at household 
level and distribution of ORS for early case management and conduct health promotion sessions in six 
prioritized hotspot districts. These areas include Deynile, Dharkenley, Hodan, Heliwa, Kahda and Wadajir, 
all in in Banadir. The campaign started on 20 June 2017.  

 
Gaps and Constraints 

• The funding shortfall continues to hamper delivery of life-saving health services to most vulnerable people 
including children and IDPs. 

• Inaccessibility to some of the affected areas due to insecurity is affecting delivery of basic health services to 
affected communities.  

• Additional life-saving medical supplies are urgently required in health facilities in locations affected by 
drought, measles and AWD/cholera. 

 

  Logistics 
Needs 
Humanitarian access and effective delivery of humanitarian assistance to populations in need continues to be 
hampered by the ongoing insecurity in parts of Somalia, particularly in Lower Juba, Upper Juba, and Gedo regions. 
Roadblocks and illegal checkpoints in South and Central Somalia have contributed to a volatile security situation, 
making much of the road network unsafe for movement of goods and people. Road access, especially during the 
rainy season, is often constrained. For more information on Logistics cluster:  http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som14a 
Response 

• 73 per cent of logistics transport and storage service requests have been completed. 
• 1,913 metric tons of humanitarian aid have been airlifted within Somalia on behalf of humanitarian partners.  

http://www.logcluster.org/ops/som14a
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• In order to address access limitations, the Logistics Cluster, in collaboration with UNHAS is facilitating an 
ongoing, scaled-up air response for humanitarian cargo and personnel. Three cargo planes (one currently 
under maintenance) are positioned in Mogadishu to facilitate the airlift of critical humanitarian supplies.  

• The Logistics Cluster is facilitating access to sea and road transportation for humanitarian aid cargo. 
Humanitarian supplies are being transported by sea on a monthly basis from the Port of Mombasa to 
Mogadishu, Berbera, Bossaso and Kismayo. This is ensuring a more predictable and regular delivery 
through functional Somali ports. Since February, more than 441 metric tons of critical supplies have been 
transported on behalf of FAO, UNHCR and UNICEF by road and sea into and throughout Somalia.  

• The Logistics Cluster continues to support humanitarian partners to pre-position emergency supplies in 
storage facilities in a number of locations throughout Somalia.  

• Refrigerated containers have been made available in Mogadishu on behalf of UNICEF and Save the 
Children. Plans are also underway to install an additional storage facility for heat-sensitive items in 
Mogadishu. 
   

 Gaps and Constraints 
• Due to road access limitations and deteriorating infrastructure and airstrips, a number of key operational 

areas remain only accessible by air, while others are completely inaccessible. The Logistics Cluster is 
currently working closely with members of the humanitarian community to identify logistics solutions in order 
to address these logistics gaps.  

 

  Nutrition 
 
Needs 
The nutrition situation continued to be of concern in some parts of Somalia. The level of GAM rates are between 15 
per cent and 30 per cent among rural pastoral communities in Sool, Sanaag Bari and Nugaal and agro-pastoral and 
IDPs in Baidoa and Mogadishu. Admissions to OTP/SC remained higher during the period. The nutrition needs 
remain high with over a million children suspected to be acutely malnourished. 
 
Response 

• Nutrition cluster partners continued to scale up the response through new mobile sites and fixed treatment 
sites. Some 123,000 beneficiaries were admitted to OTP/SC since January 2017.  

• The cluster partners have treated 386,790 beneficiaries for malnutrition and reached 464,000 beneficiaries 
with preventive services.   

 
 Gaps and Constraints 

• Cluster partners continue to face challenges due to insecurity in some areas. That has resulted in the closure 
of some of the nutrition sites especially in the Middle Juba region. 

 

  Shelter 
 
Needs 
 
An estimated 739,000 drought displaced people are in need of emergency shelter kits and assistance with Non-Food 
Items (NFIs). Nearly 1.1 million protracted internally displaced people exist countrywide. The shelter cluster activities 
are focused on IDPs in urban centres. This includes some 400,000 protracted IDPs in Mogadishu (Banadir, Lower 
and Middle Shabelle); of which 150,000 are new IDPs in Kaxda and Daynille settlements; 124,000 IDPs in 
Somaliland; 10,000 people in Nugaal and Bari; some 160,000 new IDPs in Baidoa; an estimated 70,000 IDPs in 
Hiran and Galgaduud regions; 16,000 in Gedo region; 70,000 in Mudugu and 21,000 in Juba -including more than 
2,000 spontaneous returnee households from Dadaab refugee camp who are settled in Dhobley. Lack of adequate 
shelter and key NFIs has been reported across all the IDP settlements.  
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Response 
• Over 154,000 people have been reached with Non-Food Items (NFI) assistance since the beginning of the 

year.  
• Some 1,000, NFIs kits were distributed in Mudug region between 1 and 20 June 2017.  
• Another 153,000 people received NFIs between January and May 2017. 
• Some 57,000 people assisted with ESKs between January and May 2017. 
 
Gaps and Constraints 
• About 539,000 people are yet to receive Shelter/NFI assistance.  
• Limited funding has affected the delivery of humanitarian assistance by Shelter Cluster partners.  
• Increased advocacy is required to highlight the need to provide shelter and NFIs to drought-displaced 

individuals. 
• Logistical challenges including high flight costs, road inaccessibility, insecurity, check points for the 

transportation of NFI/Shelter supplies are affecting the effective delivery of humanitarian assistance. 
• Lack of pre-positioned stocks due to lack of funding for shelter activities hampers timely response to displaced 

populations. 
 
 

 WASH 
 
Needs 
The humanitarian situation in Somalia continues to be a concern due to severe drought conditions, increasing 
displacement and diseases. Close to 30,000 latrines need to be built and provision of temporary water for extended 
duration has to continue. Sustained access to safe water through construction or rehabilitation of boreholes and 
wells with connections to water kiosks should be implemented as part of the exit strategy. Water scarcity, food 
insecurity and malnutrition are major contributing factors to the ongoing cholera outbreak. More AWD/ cholera cases 
continued to be reported among the displaced communities in IDP camps in Baidao, Banadir and other locations. 
Scaling up sanitation and hygiene promotion, including distribution of hygiene kits is critical to avert additional 
disease outbreak, as well as chlorination of existing water sources. 
 
Response 

• WASH cluster partners have continued to scale up the response. A total of 3.51 million people have been 
reached with temporary or permanent access to safe water since the beginning of the year. This represents 
75 per cent of the 4.5 million people targeted for access to safe water. 

• The number of people supported with temporary access to water increased from 90,000 in month of January 
to 1.05 million people in April. However, in May only 707,000 people have been reached with temporary 
access to safe water. This was due to lack of funds to extend the short-terms projects.  

• Provision of safe sanitation infrastructure increased in May but at a slower pace than in April (142,000 
beneficiaries in May versus 166,000 in April). This is attributed to lack of funding making it difficult for partners 
to sustain their response.  

• Hygiene promotion activities aimed at containing the AWD/cholera outbreak have reached over 56 per cent 
(1.4 million people) of the 2.5 million people targeted countrywide.  

• Some 848,000 people received hygiene kits.  
• Community-level training targeting community leaders, hygiene promoters and community health workers 

have been ongoing in different locations facilitated by WASH cluster partners. 
• UNICEF in conjunction with Ministry of Water Resources (MOWR) continue to provide technical leadership 

and coordination to the AWD/cholera response in Burao (Somaliland). The Somali Red Crescent Society 
(SRCS) is leading AWD response in Burao supported by IFRC. They established a CTC at Burao Hospital, 
with over 2,500 cases being treated. Alongside the CTC operation, SRCS, local NGOs and the Burao MOWR 
have undertaken chlorination of water sources and various hygiene promotion activities which a key 
emphasis on household water treatment in the areas affected by the cholera outbreak and setting up ORP 
(oral rehydration points). 

 

Gaps and constraints 
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• WASH programming gaps remain in the IDP settlements which have sprung up in the Burao area. Open 
defecation is common in these settlements and landowners have opposed the installation of latrine 
structures.  

• Lack of funding has further limited the cluster’s ability to sustain extensive hygiene campaigns, especially in 
the rural areas and for pre-existing IDP settlements in per-urban areas. Of the $111.6 million cluster 
requirements, only 27 per cent ($30 million) has been received, leaving a gap of $81.6 million. This has 
affected the effective delivery of services.  

• Additional funding - around $10 million of the funding gap of $81.6 million - is needed for Cholera Treatment 
Centers support, provision of WASH services in schools, Health Posts and to support the new IERT 
approach. 

 
Latest Publications  
 

• Somalia Humanitarian funding: http://bit.ly/2tRWLxS 
• Somalia Humanitarian dashboard: http://bit.ly/2rUZ0nu 
• Somalia Humanitarian bulletin 2 June: http://bit.ly/2rYwsIL 
• Using Cash-based Interventions to Prevent Famine in Somalia: http://bit.ly/2sU30nI 
• FEWSNET, Somalia Seasonal Monitor, June 3 at http://www.faoswalim.org./ 
• REACH Initiative, Somalia: Baidoa IDP Settlement Assessment, April 2017, http://ow.ly/aHlr30coude 
• Somalia: Humanitarian Snapshot, 7 June 2017, http://ow.ly/yfke30cowE9 
• The forecast, observed river levels and rainfall amounts are updated on a daily basis and can be found in 

this link: http://systems.faoso.net/frrims/ 
• Logistics Cluster Somalia Access Constraints Map (as of 14 June 2017): https://tinyurl.com/y8tkmkk8 
• UNHAS Somalia Flight Schedule (5 May to 31 August 2017): http://www.logcluster.org/document/unhas-

flight-schedule-5-may-2017-31-august-2017    
• Somalia General Logistics Planning Map (GLPM): http://www.logcluster.org/map/somalia-general-logistics-

planning-map 
 

 

For further information or to contribute to next week’s report, please contact:  
Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. +252 616 548 007 | Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian 
Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org,Tel: +254 722 839 182 | Antonette Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-
731 043 156. | Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information Officer, odiwuor@un.org, Tel. +254 734 800 120. 
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