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 Lesotho has launched a 

Flash Appeal to respond to 

the dire food security 

situation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The appeal is only 22% 

funded to date, with a current 

shortfall of around $30 million 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lesotho Launches Flash Appeal 
The United Nations and its humanitarian partners launched a Flash Appeal on 28 
September in response to the dire food security situation in Lesotho. The appeal 
seeks $38.46 million to address the needs of the most vulnerable people affected.  

Lesotho has experienced a more than 70 per cent drop in domestic agricultural 
production that has put more than 725,000 people – 36 per cent of the population 
- at serious risk of food insecurity. The primary causes of this second consecutive 
poor harvest season are a series of floods, late rains and early frost.  

According to Karla Robin Hershey, UN Resident Coordina tor for Lesotho, “Not 
only has the number of people at risk of food insecurity increased in Lesotho this 
year but the severity has also increased as consecutive poor harvests has 
exhausted the coping capacity of the population. This appeal seeks to support  the 
efforts of the Government of Lesotho to assist the most vulnerable endure the 
lean season and improve their prospects for the next harvest. Without the required 
funding we will see more families go hungry - unable to cope and lacking the 
means to ameliorate their situation.”  

Due to the extent and magnitude of this emergency, Lesotho now faces one of the 
greatest challenges in its recent history. Fortunately, swift action taken by national 
authorities has averted greater loss. Although the Lesotho Gover nment is 
responding quickly and effectively to the crisis, there are still significant 
humanitarian gaps in the response that this appeal seeks to fill.  

Lesotho Flash Appeal: Funding required and received as at 12 October 2012 
Sector Funding required ($) Funding received ($) 

Coordination 1 000 000 0 

Food Security 33 283 870 7 439 908 

Health and Nutrition 3 318 471 853 998 

Protection 856 397 187 999 

Total 38 458 738 8 481 905 

The appeal will see the humanitarian community focus on priority, time-critical 
interventions aimed at addressing the structural causes of the food security crisis 
over the next six months. Key response sectors include Food Security (including 
Agriculture), Protection, Health, Nutrition, Coordination, and Water, Sanitati on and 
Hygiene (WASH). $6.2 million has already been provided by the Central 
Emergency Response Fund, which is managed by OCHA, to support immediate, 
life-saving activities. As of 12 October, the appeal is 22.1 per cent funded, with 
$8.4 million received, leaving a shortfall of around $30 million.  
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 Swaziland was hit by severe 

storms in September that 

affected hundreds of people 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The SADC Preparedness 

Workshop enables 

Governments and partners to 

identify priority areas in the 

run-up to the rainfall season 

and address gaps.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torrential Rains Hit Swaziland  
Swaziland experienced heavy rains and cold weather in September which 
damaged many homes and affected an estimated 652 people. Around 1,000 head 
of cattle also died due to hypothermia.  Rapid assessments were conducted by 
the National Disaster Management Agency, the Swaziland Red Cross Society and 
World Vision, with the UN Disaster Management team carrying out verification 
visits.    
 
While these figures may appear low, limited response capacity in Swaziland 
means that even small scale disasters can have significant consequences. In 
support of Government response efforts, UNICEF was able to reprogramme funds 
to procure emergency supplies, securing $150,000 Emergency Programme 
Funding to support the initial response. UNICEF is also working closely with the 
Ministry of Health in the procurement of WASH supplies for distribution based on 
the rapid assessment. 

Governments Prepare for Rainy Season 
During the 2012/2013 rainfall season the southern Africa region is very likely to 
experience a range of disasters including severe storms, flash floods, drrought and water-
borne disease epidemics. The latest seasonal regional forecast predicts that most of the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) is likely to receive normal to above-
normal rainfall, with important exceptions especially over the south-eastern and central 
parts of the region.  

Source: SARCOF, SADC FANR 

In this context the 2012 SADC Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Preparedness and 
Response Planning Workshop was held in Gaborone, Botswana from 01 to 02 
October, under the theme “Strengthening Partnerships in DRR Preparedness and 
Response in the SADC Region”. The aim of the workshop was for national and 
regional DRR managers and stakeholders to deliberate on the implications of the 
2012/13 SARCOF seasonal rainfall forecast, and to put in place the necessary 
contingency and preparedness measures needed  to meet any possible 
emergencies during the rainfall season. The workshop additionally discussed 
issues of DRR regional coordination and partnerships in the SADC region. Heads 
of Disaster Management Authorities, national Red Cross Societies, NGOs, UN 
Agencies and donors attended.  

During the event, SADC participants recognized the importance of the 
preparedness workshop to share lessons learnt from the previous season, and 
highlighted the importance of having effective contingency plans as well as the 
operational structures required to implement such plans. Further, it was agreed 
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 According to the Global 

Hunger Index, the number of 

undernourished people 

globally has remained almost 

constant since the mid-90s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

that countries were able to react fast to emergencies despite the limited resource 
in place. Participants recognized that weather-related disasters can be reduced or 
minimised if disaster risk reduction committees regularly meet to ensure that 
coordination mechanisms are in place and that consultations are held with the 
National Meteorological and Hydrological Services in order to obtain regular 
updates of the seasonal weather forecast. However, disaster preparedness 
communities need to act in time to issue early warnings of impending weather 
related hazards to vulnerable communities which will assist them in mitigating the 
negative impacts of extreme weather. Outcomes/recommendations include:  

1. SADC Disaster Risk Reduction Unit (DRRU) should organise DRR and 
Preparedness meetings at least twice per year (lessons learned in June and 
Preparedness in October) to strengthen information exchange and enhance 
interaction between Member States. Member States should also budget to 
attend such workshops.  

2. Member States are encouraged to undertake urban vulnerability assessments 
(risk analysis) with the support of RVAC and international partners.  

3. Member States should share their contingency plans, situation reports or 
updates and calendar of events/activities with the SADC DRRU, which will in 
turn share with other Member States and regional international partners.  

4. Member States are encouraged to carry out more simulation exercises to test 
their contingency plans and invite other Member States and other countries 
from other regions as observers. 

5. SADC DRRU and Member States are encouraged to forge partnerships with 
regional and national private sectors to support DRR and disaster response.  

6. Member States should develop MoUs with their neighbouring countries and 
other Member States to collaborate on Disaster Risk Reduction including 
assistance in disaster response. 

7. Member States are urged to allocate more funds for DRR and disaster 
response. 

8. Member States are encouraged to include all cross cutting issues in DRR and 
disaster response. 

9. Member States are encouraged to integrate emerging threats in DRR and 
preparedness activities (social unrest, oil spill, rapid urbanisation, chemical 
risk and financial shocks). 

10. Member States are expected to encourage Ministries, Departments and Units 
to participate in DRR coordination and programs and ensure sectors are 
integrated into DRR strategies. Member States shall report back on progress 
to SADC DRRU and in the next Southern Africa Sub-Regional DRR Platform 
meeting. 

2012 Global Hunger Index 
The 2012 Global Hunger Index (GHI) has just been published. GHI is a tool 
designed to comprehensively measure and track hunger globally and by region 
and country. Calculated each year by the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI), GHI highlights successes and failures in hunger reduction and 
provides insights into the drivers of hunger. The GHI ranks countries on a 100-
point scale in which zero is the best score (no hunger) and 100 the worst, 
although neither of these extremes is reached in practice.   
 
The proportion of undernourished people has remained almost constant at the 
global level since 1995–97, falling by just 1 percentage point. Sub-Saharan 
Africa’s GHI score increased marginally between 1990 and 1996, fell slightly until 
2001, and declined more markedly until the period reflected in the 2012 GHI 
score. The large-scale civil wars of the 1990s and 2000s ended, and former 
conflict countries became more politically stable. Economic growth resumed on 
the continent, and advances in the fight against  HIV and AIDS contributed to a 
reduction in child mortality in the countries most affected by the epidemic. 
 
Since 2001, child mortality rates—both for infants and for children under the age 
of five—have declined in Sub-Saharan Africa. While a range of factors may have 

http://www.ifpri.org/publication/2012-global-hunger-index
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played a role, a major reason seems to be the decrease in the prevalence of 
malaria, which coincided with the increased use of insecticide-treated bed nets 
and other antimalarial interventions. Other factors that may have contributed to 
reduced mortality rates include higher immunization rates and births in medical 
centers; improved antenatal care and access to clean water and sanitation 
facilities; and increasing levels of income, leading to better nutrition and  access to 
medical care.  
 
In southern Africa, Swaziland and Botswana are the only countries whose GHI 
have increased since 1990. In the case of Swaziland, the HIV and AIDS epidemic, 
along with high income inequality, has severely undermined food security despite  
growth in national income. 
 

GHI Trends in Southern Africa, 1990 vs 2012 

In the coming decades 
food security will be 
increasingly challenged by 
water, land, and energy 
scarcity. If progress and 
improvements to the well-
being and nutritional 
status of the poor are to 
be realized, the GHI 
report recommends 
making a diverse range of 
foods more available and 
accessible, identifying and 
addressing wasteful 
practices and policies, 
and assuring local 
communities of greater 
control over and access to 
productive resources.  
 

Source: 2012 GHI Report 

 
As a result of growing food price volatility and food price spikes,  in part driven by 
land, water, and energy scarcity, many countries have started to rethink 
agriculture and food security strategies. This rethinking provides an opportunity to 
ensure that food security strategies are aligned with plans in relation to land, 
water, and energy. More holistic strategies for dealing with land, water, energy, 
and food can reduce the adverse impacts of policy incoherence across these 
areas and promote the sharing of successful innovation. Greater collaboration is 
needed among government ministries as well as with communities, civil society, 
and the private sector in policy design, implementation, and monitoring. It is 
crucial to monitor both the human and the environmental outcomes of 
developments in the land, water, and energy sectors and of alternative agricultural 
and food and nutrition strategies. Against this backdrop, there are three overall 
areas in which action is needed: 
 
1. Responsible governance of natural resources: getting the policy frameworks 

right 
a. Secure land and water rights. 
b. Phase out subsidies. 
c. Create a macroeconomic enabling environment. 

2. Scaling up technical approaches: addressing the nexus. 
a. Invest in agricultural production technologies that support . 

            increased land, water, and energy efficiency. 
b. Foster approaches resulting in more efficient land, water, and energy use 

along the value chain.  
c. Prevent resource depletion by monitoring and evaluating strategies in   

water, land, energy, and agricultural systems. 
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 SADC and IFRC held a 

regional training on 

International Disaster 

Response Law earlier this 

month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Addressing the drivers of natural resource scarcity: managing the risks . 
a. Address demographic change, women’s access to education, and     

reproductive health. 
b. Raise incomes, lower inequality, and promote sustainable lifestyles . 
c. Mitigate and adapt to climate change through agriculture .  

 

Disaster Response Law Training 
SADC and IFRC held a regional training on International Disaster Response Law 
from 3 to 5 October in Gaborone, Botswana – immediately following the SADC 
workshop mentioned above. The aim of this training was to:  

 Provide a review of existing international norms related to facilitation and 
regulation of international disaster response;  

 Develop a shared understanding of potential legal problem areas in 
international disaster assistance, and of key international norms and tools in 
the southern Africa region, and foster collaboration on legal issues that affect 
humanitarian operations;  

 Develop a common plan of action for SADC Member States and the 
international community with regard to better legal preparation for international 
disaster assistance at the national and regional level.  

 
Heads of Disaster Management Authorities, participants f rom other relevant 
Ministries, law makers, national Red Cross Societies, NGOs, UN Agencies, 
donors and other interested stakeholders attended.  

http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/rosa
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
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Lesotho:
The United Nations and its humanitarian partners launched a Flash Appeal on 28
September in response to the dire food security situation in Lesotho. The appeal
seeks $38.46 million to address the needs of the most vulnerable people affected.
Swaziland:
Swaziland experienced heavy rains and cold weather in September which
damaged many homes and affected an estimated 652 people . Around 1,000 head
of cattle also died due to hypothermia. While these figures may appear low, limited
response capacity in Swaziland means that even small scale disasters can have
significant consequences.
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Insect InfestationLesotho Flash Appeal: Funding required and received as at 12 October 2012

Sector Funding required 
($)

Funding received ($)

Coordination 1,000,000 0
Food Security 33,283,870 7,439,908
Health and Nutrition 3,318,471 853,998
Protection 856,397 187,999
Total 38,458,738 8,481,905

Source: SARCOF, SADC FANR 
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