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HIGHLIGHTS 
 In line with the original 

SARCOF forecast, the latest 

SADC CSC update predicts 

normal to above-normal 

rainfall for most of the region, 

with significant exceptions.  

 

 

 

 The whole of Madagascar is 

now expected to receive 

above-normal to normal 

rainfall, increasing the 

chances of flooding.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The first tropical cyclone this 

season – Anais – formed on 

12 October and dissipated by 

19 October without making 

landfall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Early flooding in South Africa 

led to the Declaration of 

Provincial Disaster in the 

Eastern Cape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Rainfall Forecast Updated 
The SADC Climate Service Centre (CSC) has updated the seasonal rainfall 

forecast for the southern African region. In line with the original Southern African 

Regional Outlook Forum (SARCOF) forecast, for the period of November 2012 to 

January 2012, normal to above-normal rainfall is expected over the bulk of the 

SADC region. Above-normal rainfall conditions are expected over northern 

Tanzania and Madagascar, while extreme north-western Angola, southern 

Mozambique and Zimbabwe, and the eastern half of Botswana and South Africa, 

are expected to receive normal to below-normal rainfall.     

 

The main change from the original 

SARCOF forecast concerns 

Madagascar: the original 

prediction for normal to above-

normal rainfall over central and 

northern Madagascar and normal 

to below-normal rainfall over 

southern Madagascar has been 

changed to above-normal to 

normal rainfall for the whole 

island, meaning a significant 

increase in the chances of 

flooding, which could come in the 

form of cyclones. Indeed, the 

region experienced an 

uncharacteristically early first 

tropical cyclone this season – 

Anais – which formed over the Indian Ocean on 12 October and dissipated by 19 

October without making landfall. Cyclone formation usually commence from mid-

November onwards.  

Similarly, normal to above-normal rainfall over most of the region could increase 

the frequency and magnitude of floods across the region. Flooding usually starts 

to affect the region from mid-December onwards. However, significant floods have 

already been experienced in South Africa’s Eastern Cape Province in mid-October 

2012, where  extensive damage to critical infrastructure such as roads, bridges 

and schools led to the declaration of a Provincial State of Disaster.  

Cases of cholera, which is endemic in the region and associated with the rainfall 
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 Cases of cholera, which is 

endemic in the region and 

associated with the rainfall 

season, have already been 

reported in Malawi and 

Zambia.  

 

 Many of the areas affected 

by dryness last season are 

predicted to receive to 

normal to below-normal 

rainfall this season, which 

could impact on livelihoods.  

 

 

 

 Food security conditions 

across the region continue to 

range between Stressed and 

Crisis classifications.  

 

 

 With the beginning of the 

lean season, the number of 

people facing recurrent acute 

food insecurity in the region 

is expected to increase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In Malawi, the number of 

vulnerable people is 

projected to increase from 

1,630,000 to 1,973,000, 

representing a 21% increase 

since June 2012.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

season (particularly the early part), are already being reported. In Zambia, a few 

cases have been reported but the situation is currently within the capacity of 

national authorities to respond, while around Lake Chilwa in southern Malawi, 547 

cases and 8 deaths have already been reported, and authorities are working with 

district officials to contain the outbreak.  

As mentioned in the previous bulletin, also of concern is that many of the areas 

that were affected by dryness in South Africa, southern Mozambique, southern 

Zimbabwe, eastern Botswana, Swaziland, and Lesotho are predicted to receive  

normal to below-normal rainfall this season, and therefore face an enhanced risk 

for repeat episodes of poor crop performance and reduced pasture, which could 

impact on livelihoods over the next 12 to 18 months. The rainfall situation across 

the region requires close monitoring.  

 

Regional Food Security Set to Worsen 
The Southern Africa Food and Nutrutition Security Working Group (FNSWG) has 

started issuing monthly updates, with the first edition is available here. The report 

notes that in October, food security conditions continue to range between 

Stressed and Crisis classifications (IPC Phases 2 to 3). Most parts of Lesotho, 

central and southern Malawi, southern and central Zimbabwe, central and  

southern Mozambique and parts of Angola continue to experience constraints in 

accessing food.  

 

With the beginning of the lean season, the number of people facing recurrent 

acute food insecurity in the southern Africa region is expected to increase even 

though the overall food security in the region remains fairly stable. Therefore, food 

security conditions are expected to deteriorate in all areas over the next six 

months. The most likely scenario is that there will be an increase in the 

prevalence of acute malnutrion, mostly in children, and increasing use of 

consumption and livelihood coping strategies, some of which may be irreversible. 

Ultimately, there will be a further decrease in the resilience of households and 

loss of production capacity. 

Southern Africa: Food Insecure Population in 2012 (as at end of July) 

Country  Population Food Insecure 

Angola 1,833,900 

Lesotho  725,519 

Malawi  1,972,993 

Mozambique  255,297 

Namibia  74,711 

Swaziland  115,713 

Tanzania  945,524 

Zambia  62,842 

Zimbabwe  1,667,618 

Total 7,654,117 
Note: Excludes Madagascar. Source: SADC VAA, Malawi VAC 

In Malawi, the number of vulnerable people is projected to increase from 1,630,007 to 

1,972,993 people, representing a 21% increase from the figures reported in the June 

2012 MVAC Assessment. This increase is due to previously food secure communities 

that have now become food insecure, primarily due to rising food prices. For example, 

http://ochaonline.un.org/OchaLinkClick.aspx?link=ocha&docId=1352968
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 While support is being 

provided to those affected by 

food insecurity, serious 

funding gaps remain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 During her visit ASG Bragg 

called on countries and 

partners in the region to 

strengthen their efforts to 

work together to promote 

disaster preparedness and 

tackle food insecurity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the district of Chiradzulu was not food insecure during the June assessment, but 

now has a food insecure population of 28,711 people. Also of concern is the fact 

that it is not only the poor that are being afffected by rising food prices,  as was 

the case last year, but also those classified as  middle income – a group that 

usually offer casual employment to the less well-off.  

Other countries of particular concern are Lesotho, where more than a third of the 

population is food insecure; and Zimbabwe, where 19 per cent of rural households 

- estimated at 1.6 million people - will  need food assistance during the peak 

hunger period of January to March 2013 - a 60 per cent increase from last year.  

Multi-agency responses in support of Governments are ongoing in all affected 

countries, the details of which are contained in the FNSWG Update. These 

responses include direct food aid, cash transfers, the provision of agricultural 

inputs and training communities in conservation agriculture. Donors, including 

DFID, USAID and ECHO, are also providing much needed assistance.  However, 

funding gaps remain, particularly in Lesotho (where only $8.5 million of the $38.5 

million requested in the Flash Appeal has been received, leaving a shortfall of 

around $30 million), and Malawi ($32 million).  Similarly, in Zimbabwe, as of 8 

October WFP reported that the agency had a $69 million shortfall for the pe riod 

October 2012 to March 2013; This comprises $49.6 million for food commodity 

purchases, $8.4 million for the cash-and-voucher activities, $5 million to repay the 

outstanding advance finance and $6 million to transport cereals from the joint food 

assistance programme with Government. 

Deputy UN Humanitarian Chief Visits 

Southern Africa  
United Nations Deputy Humanitarian Chief Catherine Bragg conducted a five-day 

visit to southern Africa from 15 to 20 October, calling on countries and partners in 

the region to strengthen their efforts to work together to promote disaster 

preparedness and tackle food insecurity. “Southern Africa is facing a silent food 

insecurity emergency,” said Ms. Bragg, Assistant Secretary-General for 

Humanitarian Affairs, who visited Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

“Regional food production has been weakened by recurrent disasters. In Lesotho, 

about a third of the population does not have enough food to eat or sell. In 

Zimbabwe, 1.6 million people are expected to be food insecure and many families 

are selling their own livestock to cope with this dire situation."  

In Zimbabwe, Ms. Bragg met with Government officials, including the Ministers of 

Regional Integration and International Cooperation, and Labour and Social 

Services, to discuss ways to further strengthen the resilience of affected 

communities. With the humanitarian community, Ms. Bragg also reviewed 

increased efforts to usher Zimbabwe into recovery.  

Earlier in the week ASG Bragg met with representatives from the SADC in 

Botswana, to discuss ways to further strengthen the partnership, including in 

disaster preparedness and response. A civilian stand-by surge mechanism for 

disaster response is expected to soon become operational.  

In South Africa, Ms. Bragg also met representatives from the Ministry of  

International Relations and Cooperation and the nascent South African 

Development Partnership Agency to discuss closer partnership between OCHA 

and the Government. 
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For further information, please contact:  
Ignacio Leon-Garcia, Head of Office, OCHA ROSA, leoni@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1338 
Hein Zeelie, Reports Officer, OCHA ROSA, zeelie@un.org, Tel. (+27) 82 908 1441 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at ochaonline.un.org/rosa | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

“South Africa has been increasingly active in supporting regional and international 

humanitarian responses. It has provided significant financial support to the CERF, 

and for humanitarian responses to the earthquake in Haiti and the Sahel crisis,” 

said ASG Bragg. 
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The first tropical cyclone this season – Anais – formed on 12 October and dissipated by
19 October without making landfall.

Early flooding in South Africa led to the Declaration of Provincial Disaster in the Eastern
Cape.

The number of vulnerable people in Malawi is projected to increase from1,630,007 to
1,972,993 people, representing a 21% increase since June 2012.

Cases of cholera, which is endemic in the region and associated with the rainfall season,
have already been reported in Malawi and Zambia.

Food security conditions across the region continue to range between Stressed and
Crisis classifications.
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Lesotho Flash Appeal: Funding required and received 
as at 12 October 2012

Sector Funding required 
($)

Funding received ($)

Coordination 1,000,000 0
Food Security 33,283,870 7,439,908
Health and Nutrition 3,318,471 853,998
Protection 856,397 187,999
Total 38,458,738 8,481,905
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Southern Africa: 
Food Insecure Population 

 (as at end of July 2012)
Country Food Insecure 

Population
Angola 1,833,900
Lesotho 725,519
Malawi 1,972,993
Mozambique 255,297
Namibia 74,711
Swaziland 115,713
Tanzania 945,524
Zambia 62,842
Zimbabwe 1,667,618
Total 7,654,117
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