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HIGHLIGHTS 
  Above normal rainfall is 

expected for the remainder of 

the season. 

 Dry conditions in late 2012 

have led to late planting, 

raising concerns that 

agricultural production could 

be negatively impacted.  

 Localized storm damage has 

been reported in Malawi, 

Angola, Zambia and 

Mozambique. 

 A Cholera outbreak has hit 

Zambia. 

 Madagascar has declared an 

emergency to address the 

locust invasion threatening 

food security in the south.  

 Armyworm invasions are 

threatening food security 

across the region.  

 

FIGURES (SADC) 

Number of 
Countries  

15 

Total Population 212 mil 

Food Insecure 
Population 2012  

7.65mil 

Lowest - Highest 
Stunting Rates   

18 – 53 % 

Asylum Seekers 
(UNHCR 2010) 

193,000 

 Refugees  
(UNHCR 2010) 

146,000 

HDI Rankings (of 
187) UNDP 

52 - 173 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional Rainfall Outlook Updated 
According to the 16

th
 Southern African Regional Outlook Forum (SARCOF) Mid-

Season Update, which took place in Zambia from 11 to 13 December 2012, the 

bulk of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) has a greater 

likelihood of normal to above-normal rainfall during the remainder of the rainfall 

season (January to May 2013). However, in the extreme northern areas of the 

region the trend is for normal to below-normal rainfall conditions. 

 
 
Madagascar, one of the countries most vulnerable to floods and cyclones, have 

also issued a detailed, country-specific rainfall forecast (see next page). 

According to the Malagasy General Directorate of Meteorology, above -normal 

rainfall is predicted for January 2013, which could cause flooding. However, 

rainfall during February is forecasted to be normal to below-normal, with normal to 

above normal-rainfall expected for March, with the significant exception of 

southern Madagascar, which is expected to receive below normal rainfall ; this 

could exacerbate the serious food insecurity situation in that area. Of course, no 

seasonal meteorological forecast can predict the frequency and intensity of 

cyclones, a number of which are still expected to affect the island country.  
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   Dry conditions and 

the late start to the 

cropping season  

does not bode well 

for regional food 

security, particularly 

considering that 

2012 was one of the 

worst food insecurity 

situations in years, 

affecting an 

estimated 7.65 

million people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 Source: Malagasy General Directorate of Meteorology 

 

Dryness Leads to Late Planting  

Regarding the progression of the rainfall season to date, dryness during 
November caused a delay in the start of season in many areas across the region, 
according to FEWSNET. This 
dryness, combined with poor rains 
during the 2011/12 agriculture 
season, have resulted in persistent 
below-average vegetation conditions 
and reduced water availability.  

This analysis is confirmed by work 
conducted by EARS, which looked at   
relative evapotranspiration (RE), 
which is a measure of water 
availability and plant growth and thus 
an excellent indicator of agricultural 
drought. In the adjacent image, 
average RE data for October to 
December 2012 (the start of the 
growing season) was compared to 
the eight year average, which 
indicates that the last three months 
of 2012 were relatively dry in 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique in 
particular, implying a later start to 
the growing season. Water 
availability is 10 to 20 per cent 
below average, which is expected to 
significantly impact crop yield. 
Moreover, a late start of the season 
is often associated with an early 
end.  

This does not bode well for regional 
food security, as the region is still 
recovering from one of the worst 
food insecurity situations in years, 
which affected an estimated 7.65 
million people (figure excludes 
Madagascar). In South Africa’s 
northern Limpopo Province, there 
are reports of drought conditions 
leading to livestock deaths, with 
over 2,000 cattle reported dead and 
exceptionally low dam water levels in affected districts.     

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Southern%20Africa%20Seasonal%20Monitor_2012_12_FINAL.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/map/zimbabwe/early-season-drought-zimbabwe-mozambique-ears-fast-issue-jan-4-2013
http://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/limpopo/drought-cripples-limpopo-farmers-1.1448228#.UOvIMeSA_Uc
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  Cholera, endemic in 

many parts of the 

region, has broken 

out in Zambia, 

possibly due to 

contaminated water 

sources.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Hopefully, the good rains observed in early December, together with the 
forecasted normal to above-normal rainfall for the rest of the rainfall season, may 
be sufficient to significantly reduce moisture deficits and allow for a near -normal 
agricultural season.  

First Storms of the Season Batter Malawi 
According to the latest report from the Malawi Department of Disaster 

Management (DODMA), since the start of the rainfall season storms have affected 

around 1,766 households (8,830 people) in 9 districts, with one death and 37 

people injured. Health services and education were also disrupted. The Malawi 

Red Cross Society, together with the International Federation of the Red Cross 

(IFRC) have supported local authorities in responding, providing relief items such 

as tarpaulins shelter kits to 319 households.  There have also been recent reports 

of flooding in the districts of Phalombe, Salima and Zomba. Teams have been 

deployed to assess the extent of the damage.  

Other parts of the region have also experienced early storm damage and flooding.  

In Angola, reports have been received that storms in late December 2012 

damaged 167 adobe houses in Kuando Kubango Province, leaving 520 people 

homeless and 4 people injured. Also, as previously reported, early flooding in 

South Africa in mid-October 2012 led to the Declaration of Provincial Disaster in 

the Eastern Cape, and Kwa-Zulu Natal Province have experienced a number of 

severe storms. Localized storm damage has also been observed in Mozambique, 

but these incidences have been adequately responded to and in general the 

hydro-meteorological situation is calm across the country.  Similarly in Zambia, 

there were media reports of localized flooding in the capital Lusaka in early 

January 2013.  

Regarding cyclonic activity, the island of Reunion (a French Territory) was 

affected by cyclone Dumile on 03 January, which left tens of thousands of homes 

without electricity. Fortunately, only 14 cases of minor injuries were report ed. 

It should be noted that it is still quite early in the flood season, which stretched 

from October to May, and more flooding across the region is still expected. 

Cholera Hits Zambia  
A cholera outbreak has been reported in Luapala Province in northern Zambia. As 

at 06 January, 121 cases have been admitted for treatment, with 2 deaths.  

Cholera in Zambia (Luapala Province): Data by District (As at 06 Jan 2012) 

District Admissions Cumulative 
Admissions 

Under 
Treatment 

Cumulative 
Discharges 

Cumulative 
Deaths 

Cumulative 
BIDS* 

Nchelenge  7 44 8 35 1 1 

Mwense 3 74 3 70 1 1 

Mansa 0 03 3 0 0 0 

Total 10 121 14 105 2 2 

                   Source: WHO/Zambia Epidemics and Disease Country Unit. *Brought in Dead 

Government, supported by the World Health Organization (WHO), is responding, 

and a number of actions have been taken to address the outbreak, including 

community sensitization; contact tracing and provision of prophylactic treatment to 

immediate family members of patients; free distribution of liquid chlorine to 
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An emergency has 

been declared in 

Madagascar to 

respond to a locust 

invasion which is 

threatening food 

security in the south.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

affected households; inspection of water sources; water sampling and testing for 

bacteriological analysis; case management and active surveillance; and logistical 

and medical supply mobilization and delivery to affected areas.  

 
Shortages in stocks, particularly in IV fluids, disinfectant, oral rehydration solution, 

chlorine and water examination kits, are some of the main challenges. Cholera is 

endemic in Zambia and often causes outbreaks. In September 2012, an outbreak 

occurred in Central Province. Over 5,000 cases were recorded in 2010.  

There have also been media reports of a cholera outbreak in southern Angola, but 

these have been refuted by WHO.  

Madagascar Declares Locust Emergency 

The Malagasy Government has declared a state of national emergency following 

the locust invasion in southern Madagascar, which is ravaging crops and 

threatening food security. The declaration follows active advocacy by the 

Humanitarian Country Team through FAO. It is envisioned that this declaration will 

enable to more donors to contribute to the recently established three-year anti-

locust campaign. This campaign requires US$30 million, of which $20 million is 

needed for the first leg (2013-2014) by June 2013. An estimated 1 million ha is 

expected to be treated during the first leg, 300,000 ha during the second leg 

(2014-2015) and 100,000 ha during the third leg (2015-2016). OCHA is monitoring 

contributions and supporting FAO in resource mobilization.  

Armyworm Invasions Threatens Food 

Security 
A number of countries are currently battling outbreaks of African armyworm, which 

is a migratory pest of cereals, pasture and rangeland, widely distributed in Africa 

south of the Sahara, and demonstrates great variability in the extent and severity 

of infestations. According to the Agricultural Research Council of South Africa, 

normally only small numbers of this pest occur, usually on pastures, but 

periodically populations increase dramatically and mass migration of moths occur, 

covering many thousands of square kilometres and traversing international 

boundaries. The worm gets its 

name from its habit of 

marching in large numbers 

from grassland into crops. 

Outbreaks follow the onset of 

wet seasons when dry 

grasslands produce new 

growth and cereal crops are 

planted.  

In Zimbabwe, armyworm outbreaks have been reported in six out of the eight rural 

provinces, namely Mashonaland Central, Mashonaland West, Mashonaland East, 

Manicaland, Midlands and Matabeleland North. In Matabeleland North, all seven 

districts have been affected. While the provinces of Masvingo and Matabeleland 

South have not reported any incidents, the Ministry of Agriculture is increasing its 

monitoring capacity given the rate at which the outbreak is spreading and the ir 

proximity to affected provinces. The Plant Protection Research Institute in the 

Ministry of Agriculture is currently reviewing the pesticides and logistics required 

to control the outbreak. There are concerns that the outbreak will exacerbate the 

       African Armyworm (Spodoptera exempta). ARC SA 
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A number of 

countries are 

currently battling 

outbreaks of African 

armyworm.  
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anticipated low maize yield caused by the delayed onset of rains.  

In Botswana, the Ministry of Agriculture has acknowledged an outbreak of 

armyworms, which has been observed in many parts of the country, including 

Mmopane, Gakgatla, Gweta, Makalamabedi, Shorobe, Shashe- Maun, Matlapana, 

Chanoga and Gumare. The ministry is mobilising resources to control the spread 

of the outbreak, with response teams already on the ground in some areas. 

Surveillance to establish the extent of the outbreak is ongoing. The last time the 

country experienced such an outbreak was in 1991 in Tutume Sub-District. 

In Malawi, according to the International Red Locust Control Organizat ion for 

Central and Southern Africa (IRLCO-CSA), armyworm outbreaks have been 

reported in Ntcheu and Dedza districts of Lilongwe Agricultural Development 

Divisions (ADD) where a total 447.5 ha of maize was infested, affecting 1,647 

households; Kasungu and Mchinji districts of Kasungu ADD where 108 ha of 

maize and 172 ha of pasture were infested; and in Rumphi district of Muzuzu 

ADD, where 290 ha of maize was infested. Latest information is that control 

through a community-based approach was in progress. 

IRLCO-CSA is also reporting that in Zambia widespread armyworm outbreaks 

were observed in 7 out of the 10 provinces: Copperbelt, Central, Southern, 

Northern, Eastern, Lusaka, Muchinga and Luapula. The worms were reportedly 

attacking maize and pasture, with a total of 96,720 ha infested, affecting 59,889 

farmers. Fortunately, the armyworm outbreak in Zambia is now considered under 

control, and affected farmers have received seeds for replanting. The UN is 

actively supporting the Government in response, particularly UNDP, FAO and 

WFP. A taskforce composed of these three organizations has also been 

established to assess the situation and respond quickly to contain the invasion. 

In Tanzania, again according to IRLCO-CSA, armyworm outbreaks were reported 

in the regions of Tabora, Morogoro and Rukwa. The pest was reportedly attacking 

maize and pasture. Control was carried out by the affected farmers, with technical 

advice from the staff of the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and 

Cooperatives. 

According to analysis conducted by the Insect and Parasite Ecology Group based 

in Lancaster University (LA), IRLCO-CSA and USAID’s Assistance for Emergency 

Locust/Grasshopper Abatement (AELGA), armyworm outbreaks will likely continue 

in Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe and extend to Mozambique and 

possibly other neighbouring counties. As the caterpillars mature into adult moths, 

they could begin migrating hundreds of kilometres. If so, a new wave of 

caterpillars could develop and threaten crops and pasture. Some of these 

countries are already hit hard by the pest and any new infestations could further 

exacerbate the situation and significantly impact food security and the livelihoods 

of vulnerable communities.  

Worryingly, a prediction model developed by LA suggests that in years where 

African Armyworm outbreaks occur before Christmas, more serious outbreaks will 

follow and threaten cropping areas and pasture in multiple countries over a 

prolonged period, provided ecological conditions remain favorable.  The situation 

is being closely monitored and a full report will be issued once new information is 

received.  
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Southern Africa: Armyworm Invasion Threatens Food Security
Armyworm outbreaks have been reported in a number of southern African countries:
Tanzania, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Malawi. It is still unclear to what extent
these outbreaks will affect agricultural production. The situation is being closely
monitored.
Southern Africa: Rainfall Outlook
According to the 16th SARCOF Mid-Season Update, the bulk of SADC has a greater
likelihood of normal to above-normal rainfall during the remainder of the rainfall
season (January to May). However, in the extreme northern areas of the region the
trend is for normal to below-normal rainfall conditions.
Angola: Flooding
Localised flooding and storms are reported to have damaged 167 adobe houses in
Kuando Kubango Province, leaving 520 people homeless and 4 people injured.
Madagascar: Locust Emergency Declared
The Malagasy Government has declared a state of national emergency following the
locust invasion in southern Madagascar, which is ravaging crops and threatening food
security. A three-year anti-locust campaign has been established.
Malawi: First Storms of the Season
Malawi storms have affected around 1,766 households (8,830 people) in 9 districts,
with 1 death and 37 people injured, since  the start of the rainfall season, according
to the DoDMA. Health services and education were also disrupted. The Malawi Red
Cross Society and IFRC have supported local authorities in responding.
Zambia: Cholera Outbreak
A cholera outbreak has been reported in Luapala Province in northern Zambia. As at
06 January, 121 cases have been admitted for treatment, with 2 deaths.

Seasonal Calendar and Critical Events Timeline

Green Harvest
APR 12 MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR 13

Winter / 2nd Harvesting ZA, ZM: Wheat Harvest SA: Wheat Harvest
Main Harvest MZ : 2nd Harvest MW : Winter Harvest

Rainy Season
Land Preparation

Lean Season
Main Planting Season

Winter / 2nd PlantingPeak Lean Season

The top number indicates the probability of rainfall occurring in the above-normal 
category, the middle number is for normal & the bottom number is for below-normal. 

Armyworm Infestation
Locust Infestation
Food Security
Drought
Early Recovery
Flooding
Conflict / Attack
Health (Cholera)

Armyworm Affected 
Districts or Provinces

Regional Rainfall Outlook : Jan to March 2013 (SARCOF16)
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