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This report is produced by OCHA in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the period from 4 to 
5 December 2012. The next report will be issued on or around 7 December. 

Highlights 

 Typhoon Bopha (locally known as 
Pablo) is presently crossing Palawan in 
western Philippines.  

 Some 169,900 people are in 377 
evacuation centres in Mindanao and 
Visayas. 

 Surigao del Sur, Compostela Valley and 
Davao Oriental provinces in eastern 
Mindanao are the most affected so far. 
The impact in Palawan is not yet known.  

 Joint rapid needs assessments are 
being conducted by Government and the 
humanitarian community in the most 
affected areas. 

 The most pressing humanitarian needs 
are food, water and shelter, according to 
the authorities; response efforts are 
underway but debris and damaged 
infrastructure is hampering access in 
some areas. 

213,502 
Affected people 

95 
Reported deaths 

169,907 
Evacuees 

377 
Evacuation centres 

Situation Overview 
Typhoon Bopha (locally known as Pablo) has weakened in the past 24 hours, according to the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management Council (NDRRMC). Its size decreased from 500 km to 400 km diameter, and its 
maximum sustained winds reduced from 160 km/h to 120 km/h. Rainfall remained constant at 10-18 mm/h. Bopha 
continues on a northwesterly trajectory and is expected to pass Palawan in the evening of 5 December; the 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical, and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA) projects that Bopha will 
exit the Philippine Area of Responsibility at about 8 a.m. on 7 December.  

Bopha made landfall three times as it passed through northern Mindanao, central Visayas, and Palawan. About 
45,000 families (213,500 people) have been affected in 18 provinces of Regions VII, VIII, X, XI, CARAGA, and the 
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM); 36,140 families (169,900 people) remain in 377 evacuation 
centres. Some evacuees in Iligan City and Surigao del Norte province are already returning home, but the period of 
displacement for others, whose homes have been damaged or destroyed, will be longer. In addition to extensive 
damage to housing, agricultural lands have been affected and infrastructure damaged. Initial reports have 
confirmed 2,780 damaged or destroyed houses in Regions X and CARAGA. In Surigao del Sur province, the most 
affected are municipalities of Lingig, Bislig, and Hinatuan. The impact in Palawan is not yet known. 

Preliminary results from the joint Government and Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) rapid needs assessment in 
the landslide-affected municipality of New Bataan, Compostela Valley province, indicated that people are currently 
staying out in the open with many without designated evacuation centres. They are enduring challenging conditions 
such as poor sanitation given that WASH facilities have been damaged by mud. The presence of corpses in open 
areas and unaccompanied children has been observed.  
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Parts of mountain areas have been stripped of vegetation, which indicates a potentially large scale damage to 
agriculture sector and livelihoods. All houses in the assessed area have been severely damaged by strong winds 
and houses made of light materials completely destroyed.  

The military is evacuating people affected in hard-to-reach mountain areas while the provincial government is 
providing food (e.g. rice) and water to the affected people. Non-food items have not been distributed so far. Access 
to New Bataan remains difficult with damaged bridges and electrical wires on the road.  

There are early indications that the effects of Bopha are less severe in Negros Oriental as compared to Mindanao. 
According to Plan International, residents in eastern coastal areas of Negros Oriental including Tanjay City, 
Sibulan, Valencia and Dumaguete City were pre-emptively evacuated yesterday and some have returned home 
today. No casualties have been reported, however there are reports of power outages and damage to houses.  

A more detailed picture will emerge from joint rapid needs assessments. (See section on Needs Assessment 
below.) 

Power outages are widespread indeed and one of the major phone carriers, Globe, is not operational in some parts 
of northern Mindanao and other affected areas. Flights have resumed to Cagayan de Oro but not to Butuan or 
Davao City. In Mindanao, some bridges have been destroyed, roads damaged or blocked by fallen trees and other 
debris. Minor landslides have been reported.  

The United Nations Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator met with the President and the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs on 5 December and reiterated the offer of international assistance.  

Preparedness and Response 
The Government and communities’ efforts in preparedness have clearly helped save lives. Early warning systems, 
successful evacuations and preparation of storm shelters all helped ensure that as many people as possible were 
able to protect themselves from harm. The humanitarian community will gather best practices from the Bopha 
experience.  

The humanitarian community has made available a Preliminary Scenario Definition, a tool used to inform the initial 
response planning and resource mobilization. 

Government efforts now focus upon evacuation and relief operation. There have been distributions of food and 
non-food items, medical assistance and clearance of debris. Preliminary reports indicate that food is needed in 
evacuation centres. Overall, the most pressing humanitarian needs at this time are food, water and shelter, 
according to the NDRRMC. The United Nations and humanitarian partners are assisting national and local 
authorities with supplies and staff already pre-positioned as per requests made by local authorities. 

Needs Assessments 
The NDRRMC and the HCT are jointly undertaking rapid needs assessment in the worst affected areas. On 
5 December, assessment teams supported by the UNDAC team, the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian 
Assistance team and donors deployed from Manila. In Region XI, the municipalities of Baganga (the initial landfall 
area of Bopha), Boston, and Cateel in Davao Oriental province have been identified as target assessment areas by 
the Government; however, communications infrastructure are down and the area remains inaccessible by road. 
The teams are coordinating with authorities on the use of government aircraft to reach the affected areas. Further, 
the municipalities of New Bataan, Maragusan, Compostela and Monkayo in Compostela Valley province, where 
landslides and flooding have been reported, have been identified for needs assessments and planning is ongoing. 
(The latest map of the affected areas is available on www.reliefweb.int.) 

Additional teams will deploy to the CARAGA region on 6 December to assess needs in Tandag, Surigao del Sur 
province and the adjacent coastal areas. In Cagayan de Oro, preparations are underway with the regional Office of 
Civil Defense and humanitarian partners to begin assessments on 6 December.  

The NDRRMC has announced that a second phase of needs assessments will be conducted in Dumaguete in 
Negros Oriental (Region VII), Tacloban City in Eastern Visayas (Region VIII), Iloilo City in Western Visayas (Region 
VI), and Puerto Princesa in Palawan (Region IV-B). 

In ARMM, the Regional Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council and the Mindanao Humanitarian Team 
with non-governmental organization partners are currently in the field conducting rapid needs assessments in 
Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao provinces. Preliminary assessment results are expected to be available by the 
end of the week. 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
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Background of the disaster 
On 2 December, Typhon Bopha (locally known as Pablo) entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility as the 16

th
 and the most powerful 

tropical storm of 2012, moving at 26 km/h with rainfall of 20-30 mm/h, maximum sustained winds of 185 km/h and with gusts up to 220 
km/h, across a 700 km diameter. Bopha first made landfall in Baganga, Davao Oriental province in the early morning of 4 December. On 30 
November, the Government of the Philippines initiated preparedness measures such as early warnings, preemptive evacuation, 
establishment of evacuation centres, prepositioning relief items and alerting response personnel. As of the evening of 4 December, a total 
of 12,366 (60,054 people) have been affected by Bopha; the Government provided relief assistance to a total of 11,053 families (56,489 
people) in Regions VIII, X, XI, and CARAGA in Mindanao and Visayas. The Humanitarian Country Team and partners are providing 
technical assistance to the Government in conducting rapid needs assessment and information management upon request. 

Other humanitarian partners have also deployed needs assessment teams in affected areas. For the result of 
assessments conducted, please share available information with OCHA Philippines (marasco@un.org). Reports 
will be made available on the One Philippines Response website: http://ph.one.un.org/response. 

Coordination 
The Government-led clusters are ramping up relief activities. The Department of Health held a quadri-cluster 
meeting on 5 December in Manila for response planning for Health, Nutrition, WASH and Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Services clusters that they lead. The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) will 
activate the Camp Coordination and Camp Management cluster in affected regions within the week in the event 
that there is prolonged displacement; to date, no specific regions for cluster activation were provided.  

The HCT cluster co-lead and partners work closely with Government counterparts. The International Federation of 
the Red Cross, for example, will deploy a team of cluster coordinator, information managers and assessment 
coordinator to support inter-agency coordination of Emergency Shelter. The team will arrive in Manila this week. 
The International Charter ‘Space and Major Disasters’ was initiated on behalf of the Government to access timely 
satellite data. Through the Charter, satellite imagery of key areas will provide assistance in mapping, aid relief, and 
assessment efforts. 

The HCT met in Manila on 5 December, and agreed that there will be no flash appeal at this stage.  

Communication with Affected Communities 

The President of the Philippines, and government agencies continue to share updates on weather conditions, 
evacuation alerts and other key information for communities on their websites, facebook platforms, and twitter 
feeds. Information being shared includes emergency contact numbers, location lists of shelters, and updates on 
typhoon warnings.  

On Twitter, the Government officially endorsed the hashtag #pabloph for all messages relating to this emergency 
when Typhoon Bopha entered the Philippine Area of Responsibility. The hashtags #rescueph and #reliefph have 
been subsequently endorsed for information relating to needs for emergency assistance and relief needs 
respectively.  

The Government of the Philippines has adopted the google crisis map platform and embedded it into official 
webpages. The map shows available evacuation centres, the track of the storm and specific hazard warnings.  

A Google PersonFinder website specifically for Typhoon Bopha has also been launched. This can be found at: 
http://google.org/personfinder/2012-pablo  

A major telecoms company has provided free cellphone charging services and free calls in areas including 
Tarragona municipality in Davao Oriental, and in Surigao at the evacuation centre hosted in the city gym. They are 
also providing free calls and technical support for disaster response agencies including local government in areas 
including Southern Luzon, to improve their ability to coordinate the response effectively. The company reports 
some issues with service following damage to fibre optic cables. The company is also providing satellite phones to 
members of the local media to help them report from key areas including Compostela Valley.  

Information needs and the capacity of affected communities to communicate will be assessed as part of the 
ongoing rapid needs assessment. 

For further information, please contact:  

David Carden, Head of Office, OCHA Philippines, carden@un.org, Tel: +63 917 513 9924 

Agnes Palacio, National Disaster Response Advisor, OCHA Philippines, palacio@un.org, Tel: +63 917 552 8413 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int http://ph.one.un.org/response 

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: addawe@un.org 
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