
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Category 3 typhoon hits 

northern Luzon 

 Developing local 

preparedness 

 A new life begins as town 

recovers from Typhoon 

Bopha 

FIGURES 

Typhoon Utor 

Affected people 383,540 

Displaced 
people 

112,560 

Source: NDRRMC Sitrep 15, 
16 August 2013 
 

Central Mindanao 

People affected 
by flooding 

483,259 

People 
displaced by 
conflict 

9,770 

Source: OCD-ARMM 
 

FUNDING 

Bopha Response  

67.8 million  
requested (US$) 

 

62% funded 
 
 
Mindanao excluding 
Bopha 

27.4 million  
requested (US$) 

 

13% funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service  
 

Celebrating World Humanitarian Day in the 
Philippines 
Global day dedicated to aid workers 

Ten years ago, a terrorist attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad killed 22 people in 
the worst attack of its kind against aid workers. The Security Council subsequently 
declared 19 August as World Humanitarian Day (WHD), a day to commemorate aid 
workers who have died while also acknowledging the work carried out on a daily basis by 
those who respond to humanitarian needs around the world. 

With so many ongoing large scale humanitarian crises, this year’s WHD campaign will 
focus on turning words into aid for people affected by crises. The campaign asks the 
support of social media users to select a word they feel best describes what is most 
needed in the world. For example, The World Needs More LOVE. Private companies are 
asked to sponsor a word and when that word is shared on social media $1 is unlocked 
and goes towards some of the most underfunded humanitarian crises in the world.  

“We need to spread the word among Filipinos and raise awareness of World 
Humanitarian Day,” commented Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator Luiza Carvalho. 
“It is important that we get everybody behind this campaign, to support a word. My 
personal feeling is that the world needs more equity,” added the RC/HC.   

Events are taking place around Mindanao and Manila with an exhibition in the foyer of the 
RCBC building, Makati. You can follow World Humanitarian Day on Twitter @UN_WHD 
or check it out on http://worldhumanitarianday.org. 

Government responds to new disaster 
Government assists typhoon-affected communities 

The Government-led emergency response is well under way a week after Category 3 
Typhoon Utor (known locally as Labuyo), made landfall in Casiguran municipality of 
Aurora province, on the eastern coast of the island of Luzon.  

The authorities responded to the needs of the affected-people, clearing blocked roads 
and repairing damaged bridges, restoring power and communications, and distributing 
relief items such as family food packs.  

Eight men are reported dead and 24,658 homes damaged. Of the affected, 53 families 
(203 people) are housed in two evacuation centres, while 24,605 (112,375 people) opted 
to stay with friends or relatives. Flooding and landslides blocked roads and damage to 
agriculture is estimated at US$16 million (NDRRMC, 16 August).  

Emergency preparedness efforts by the Government ensured pre-positioned stocks at 
municipal and provincial levels were in place to expedite relief distribution. The 
Government has not accepted the offer of international assistance. (OCHA situation 
report http://bit.ly/150iDaa).  
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Central Mindanao affected by flooding 

Weather disturbances causing flooding, began in July and continued into early August 
affecting 49,617 house-based families (247,428 people) from 185 barangays (villages) in 
23 municipalities in Maguindanao province. The flooding also affected a total of 115 
schools, serving 33,979 students and classes remain suspended in some schools. 
Around 30 per cent of the 16,184 families (76,660 people) received assistance. A project 
to prevent soil erosion of the riverbed, adjoining the Tunggol Bridge in the municipality of 
Datu Montawal was also affected. The bridge also provides access from the Cotabato to 
the Davao highway. (Office of Civil Defense (OCD) Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao (ARMM), 9 August).  

In Region XII, 47,128 families (235,841 people) in three provinces were affected by 
flooding. Relief assistance was provided by the local Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Councils (DRRMCs) (National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
Council, 7 August). 

Heavy monsoon rains cause flooding and landslides in Luzon 

On 18 and 19 August, heavy monsoon rains aggravated by Tropical Storm Trami (locally 
known as Maring) caused flooding and landslides in 11 provinces and Metro Manila on 
the Luzon island. For details, please see OCHA Sitrep No.1 on Southwest Monsoon 
Flooding issued on 19 August.  

Heightened insecurity continues  
Explosions across central Mindanao 

The series of bomb explosions heightened insecurity across areas of central Mindanao.   

The most powerful explosion, a car bomb, detonated along the major highway of 
Cotabato City killed eight people and wounded more than 30 on 5 August.   

The recent armed encounters between elements of Armed Forces of the Philippines and 
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters on 10 August in Barangay Bualan, Pikit and Sitio 
Tubak, Barangay Pagangan, Aleosan 
in the province of North Cotabato 
added further to the insecurity. 

Around 6,420 people are displaced in 
the municipality of Pikit because of 
the heightened insecurity; 2,880 
people are in eight evacuation centres 
while 3,540 are home-based. In the 
municipality of Aleosan, 3,350 people 
are displaced but most are home-
based (OCD, 12 August). The local 
Municipal DRRMCs of Pikit and 
Alesosan are responding to the needs 
of the displaced by distributing food 
packs and providing medical 
assistance. 

Developing local preparedness networks  
Establishing partnerships between Government and NGOs 

In August the Government of the Philippines embarked on a series of coordination 
workshops as well as a process to validate baseline data towards developing a coherent 
transition strategy from the emergency response phase to recovery in eastern Mindanao. 
Both activities were conducted as a direct outcome of a cluster approach, assessment 
and information management training conducted in July by OCHA in four provinces 
affected by Typhoon Bopha (known locally as Pablo). 
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Credit: OCHA   
Chief of PAGASA XI explains the weather systems to IDPs of the 
bunkhouses in Barangay Kinablangan, Baganga municipality. 

The two-day training was designed to establish partnerships between the Philippines 
Government and NGOs through ownership of the cluster approach and offer best 
practices in information management and assessments. 

Over 104 people involved in the typhoon response attended the training, representing 
humanitarian actors from first responders in emergency response units such as the 
Incident Command Posts in OCD, to NGOs involved in long-term disaster preparedness 
projects.  

The training sparked the interest of the Provincial DRRMC for Davao Oriental, which 
requested the expansion of the cluster approach and provincial coordination elements of 
the training into a one-day Inter-Agency Disaster Response Coordination Planning 
Workshop. The training targeted approximately 30-40 municipal and provincial officers 
and staff from Department of Social Welfare and Development and OCD.  

In another initiative, participants from the provincial government in Compostela Valley 
were specifically chosen to lead the verification of baseline humanitarian data towards the 
provincial master list of affected households for shelter assistance.  

As a follow-up to the training, a comprehensive humanitarian handbook for NGOs was 
compiled to complement coordination and accountability activities. Government, INGO 
and NGO staff provided key contact information, identified agencies working in 
geographic or thematic areas and provided baseline data towards planning and 
coordination.   

Empowering typhoon-affected communities  
Large numbers attend weather orientations 

The Government-led After Action Review (AAR) for Typhoon Bopha revealed that many 
of the people of eastern Mindanao had little knowledge of weather system that brought 
about the destruction of livelihoods and property and more tragically, the loss of life. To 
address this situation a series of weather orientation workshops was set up with the 
Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services Administration 
(PAGASA), the Communications for Disaster Affected Communities (CDAC) and OCHA. 

The most vulnerable communities, 
located along the coast were targeted 
for the orientations. These 
communities are more likely to 
experience greater numbers of 
severe weather systems including 
cyclones, monsoon, storm surge, 
inter-tropical convergence and low 
pressure. Displaced people in 
temporary resettlement sites in New 
Bataan and Compostela 
municipalities in Compostela Valley 
province, who still suffer the 
psychological effects of Bopha, were 
also targeted.  

High attendance from the community 
and barangay officials was recorded 

as people were anxious to understand weather terminology and interpret weather 
warnings used in forecasts. In Barangay Dapnan in the municipality of Baganga, Davao 
Oriental, over 200 people from the community took time out from their daily routine to 
listen to the orientation. Large attendances were also recorded in the temporary 
resettlement sites.  

PAGASA and OCHA will continue to hold the orientation targeting more barangays over 
the coming weeks and will team up with Save the Children to target school children as 
part of community preparedness. In the AAR workshops many community members 
pointed out that while the barangay captains were aware of emergency response 

….training promoted 

accountability between 

cluster partners… 
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For further information, please contact:  
Manila: David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-513-9924 
Cotabato City: Muktar Farah, Head of Sub-Office, muktar@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-587-8179 
Davao City: Mel Schmidt, Head of Sub-Office, schmidtm@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-529-6691 
 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://philippines.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | 
www.reliefweb.int 

Credit: UNFPA 
Corina Sontaco and new born son. 

measures, the community was largely uninformed of actions they can take to protect 
themselves. A comprehensive understanding of weather systems is crucial in good 
planning for disaster risk reduction at the barangay level.  

A new life begins as town recovers 
First birth at refurbished health centre 

The forces of Typhoon Bopha were unmercifully released when it hit the town of Cateel in 
Davao Oriental on 4 December 2012. Infrastructure was particularly badly hit and the 
health centre, vital to the needs of survivors, was not spared by the typhoon.  

Corina Sontaco, a 20-year-old mother, was two months pregnant when the disaster 
struck. On 3 July she gave birth to a healthy baby boy at a birthing facility in Barangay 
Alegria. She was the first mother to give birth at the health centre after it was refurbished. 

“It helped a lot that I learned from the health information 
sessions, especially because it was my first pregnancy. I didn’t 
have second thoughts delivering in a health facility.” 

As humanitarian relief efforts were put in place, UNFPA 
assessed the situation and identified people in need of 
reproductive health services. There were 8,356 pregnant 
women and 5,571 breastfeeding mothers. An estimated 
107,000 women and girls of child-bearing age were affected 
and needed assistance.  

With support, local government agencies and NGOs quickly 
organized reproductive health missions to reach out to 
pregnant and lactating women to prevent maternal and infant 
diseases and deaths. 

“It was during the health information sessions that the midwife helped me appreciate the 
importance of pre-natal care. She also encouraged me to give birth at a health facility, we 
didn’t have money for a hospital delivery,” Sontaco said. 

Humanitarian support allowed local health workers to provide quality care to pregnant and 
post-partum women, because of the reproductive health information sessions, demand 
for maternal care has improved and women’s appreciation of facility-based deliveries is 
better now than before the disaster. 

In Brief 
Raising awareness during National Disaster Consciousness Month 

July was dedicated as National Disaster Consciousness Month throughout the Philippines 
and OCD held events to raise awareness. 

In Regions XI and XIII in Mindanao, Disaster Risk Reduction and Management summits 
were held for local chief executives (LCE), in Butuan City from 10 to 12 July and in 
Tagum on 30 and 31 July respectively. The summits were primarily focussed on providing 
all governors and mayors, the current state of disaster risk reduction and management 
policies, processes and achievements, including best practices. It was also to identify 
their roles and responsibilities as LCE.  
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