
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Philippines ranked third 

among countries most at risk 

of natural hazards. 

 16 million people 

undernourished in the 

Philippines. 

 Majority of IDPs from the 

August BIFF-AFP conflict 

have returned home; about 

3,700 remain in evacuation 

centres.  

 

Washi Response 

Total number of 
IDPs in Northern 
Mindanao (incl. 
CDO and Iligan) 

274,750 

IDPs in Cagayan 
de Oro (CDO) 

156,300 

IDPs in Iligan 53,250 

Source: DSWD Disaster Response 
Operations Monitoring and 
Information Center  

 

Humanitarian Action Plan 2012 
Mid-Year Review 

51 million 
requested (US$) 

 

66% funded 
Source: Financial Tracking Service 

World Risk Report 2012 
Philippines ranks third among countries most at risk of natural hazards  

The Philippines ranked third 
among 173 counties in the World 
Risk Index according to the World 
Risk Report 2012 released by the 
United Nations University Institute 
for Environment and Human 
Security and Alliance 
Development Works. Vanuatu is 
the most at risk country followed 
by Tonga. The index is based on 
the extent to which communities 
are exposed to natural hazards 
and the degree of their 
vulnerability which is dependent 
on societal elements such as 
public infrastructure, medical 
services, governance, education 
level, availability of mitigating 
measures for economic loss, and 
the conditions of the environment. 

Despite the Philippines’ high risk 
level, its long-term strategies and 
measures to adapt to negative 
impacts of natural hazards and 
climate change is comparable to 
other countries in Southeast Asia 
such as Malaysia and Thailand 
with lower risk scores in the index.  

In 2011, 19 tropical cyclones hit 
the Philippines and affected about 
9.9 million people including 
Tropical Storm Washi which killed 
1,495 people. A total of 121 
flooding and flash floods, 78 
earthquakes, and 66 rain-induced 
landslides were monitored, 
according to government sources.  

The report is available at: 
http://www.ehs.unu.edu/article/read/worldriskreport-2012 
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Source: National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council 
Operations Center 
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Millions of people reported undernourished 
Proportion of undernourished Filipinos increases over the past two years  

The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2012 report revealed that a total of 16 million 
Filipinos were considered undernourished from 2010 to 2012, even as the number of 
chronically undernourished people decreased in other Southeast Asian countries. The 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the World Food 
Programme (WFP) and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) had 
jointly undertaken this global assessment of nutrition levels.  

As illustrated with the case of the Philippines, the report advocates that economic growth 
is not sufficient to reduce hunger and malnutrition. Recent assessments and surveys 
conducted by the Nutrition cluster at the community level also revealed pockets of acute 
and chronic malnutrition in central Mindanao.  

Policies and programmes that will ensure nutrition-sensitive growth includes supporting 
increased dietary diversity, improving access to safe drinking water, sanitation and health 
services, and educating people on adequate nutrition and child care practices. The 
Nutrition cluster proposed activities that reduce, prevent and manage acute malnutrition 
in the Philippines (Mindanao) Humanitarian Action Plan (HAP) 2012, however, their ability 
to implement has been limited due to severe underfunding. 

The report is available at: http://www.fao.org/docrep/016/i3027e/i3027e00.htm 

The HAP 2012 is available at: http://www.unocha.org/cap/appeals/mid-year-review-
humanitarian-action-plan-philippines-mindanao-2012 

 
Source: State of Food Insecurity in the World 2012; FAO, WFP and IFAD 

Washi shelter and recovery response updates 
1,090 families transferred to permanent shelters in Iligan City 

The relocation of Washi-affected internally displaced persons (IDP) from transitory sites 
to permanent shelters is slowly moving forward. The Iligan City Housing and 
Resettlement Office (HRO) reported on 25 October that 120 families (590 people) have 
been transferred to permanent shelters this month, raising the total of those transferred to 
1,090 families (5,440 people).  

As of 24 October, a total of 930 families (4,380 people) displaced in Iligan are still living in 
15 transitory sites of which a quarter is in two tent sites and one roof-covered outdoor 
gym (230 families or 1,200 people), according to the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development (DSWD). Camp Coordination and Camp Management (CCCM) cluster 

16 million Filipinos 

considered 

undernourished by a 

joint FAO, WFP and 

IFAD report. 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/016/i3027e/i3027e00.htm
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partners are renovating identified private buildings in order to facilitate transfer of those 
who remain in the tent and gym sites before the end of 2012.  

 
    Source: DSWD, IOM, HRO 

 
  Source: DSWD, IOM  

  

Construction of permanent shelters in Iligan City 

 Planned Completed Ongoing Gap 

 4 Oct 4 Oct 25 Oct 4 Oct 25 Oct 25 Oct 

No. of 
houses 

5,778 1,091 1,115 1,252 1,892 2,771 

Source: Iligan City Housing and Resettlement Office 

Early recovery and 

livelihood support from 

government and clusters 

continue.  
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For further information, please contact:  
Manila: David Carden, Head of Office, carden@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-513-9924 
Cotabato City/Iligan City: Muktar Farah, Head of Sub-Office, muktar@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-587-8179 
Cagayan de Oro City: Sean Lezada, Officer-in-Charge, lezada@un.org, Tel. (+63) 917-529-6691 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at http://ph.one.un.org/response | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Rehabilitating infrastructure and strengthening early warning systems in 
Iligan 

Early recovery initiatives in Iligan are gaining momentum as the Iligan clusters 
operationalize the local government’s Strategic Early Recovery Action Plan. Humanitarian 
partners such as the International Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) Consortium 
and the International Federation of the Red Cross have helped repair water and 
sanitation facilities, schools and classrooms, and a foot bridge. The Post-Disaster Needs 
Assessment (PDNA) facilitated by the Office of Civil Defense Region 10 has also 
prioritized larger-scale infrastructure rehabilitation projects such as two bridges and 
community centre constructions in relocation sites.  

With the Strategic Action Plan for Recovery and Reconstruction by the National Economic 
and Development Authority being validated in relation to the PDNA, the funding 
requirements to implement priority projects identified in the PDNA will be covered by 
funding from the national government with support from international donors. 

The United Nations Development Programme as the co-lead of the Early Recovery 
cluster has also facilitated capacity development of the Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management (DRRM) Council and DRRM Officers. A DRRM plan for Iligan will be 
finalized and community-based early warning systems developed through installation of 
early warning devices and communications equipment. 

Recovery through livelihood support to Washi IDPs in Cagayan de Oro 

Aside from several cash-for-work programmes being implemented by the DSWD field 
office, the Livelihood cluster in partnership with NGOs are providing cash for training to 
support technical capacity of IDPs. The International Labour Organization with the City 
Department Community Improvement Division have trained 145 women and men in 
various skills including commercial cooking, food processing, automotive servicing, 
welding, consumer electronics, and sewing. Graduates of the sewing training were 
contracted by the city to produce ‘ecobags’ for the five largest malls in CDO to support 
the city ordinance on zero plastic bags policy in malls.  

In Brief 
Joint Field Verification of August BIFF-AFP conflict IDPs 

On 11 October, government partner agencies, the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, and the WFP conducted a joint field verification of 
remaining IDPs from the armed conflict between the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom 
Fighters (BIFF) and Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in August 2012. Over 33,000 
people had fled from their homes at that time. The verification conducted in 11 evacuation 
centres in the provinces of North Cotabato and Maguindanao revealed that most IDPs 
have returned home and 300 people remain displaced. The official data from DSWD in 
areas not visited by the team due to security restrictions show that about 3,400 people 
are still in evacuation centres as of 12 October.  

Mindanao Humanitarian Action Plan 2013 Cluster Planning 

As part of the Philippines (Mindanao) Humanitarian Action Plan 2013 process, cluster co-
lead agencies held a workshop on 9 October in Cotabato City to ensure that sectoral 
response plans are complementary and collectively capable of achieving the overall 
strategic objectives of the Action Plan. Clusters subsequently conducted peer review of 
projects submitted on the Online Projects System; initial drafts of the HAP document were 
circulated for further feedback.  

Majority of August BIFF-

AFP conflict IDPs have 

returned home; about 

3,700 people still remain 

in evacuation centres. 

http://url/
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/

