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HIGHLIGHTS 
 
• Kenya forces enter Somalia in pursuit of Al Shabab, who threaten retaliation within Kenya 
• After abduction and injury of aid workers, limited operations continue at Dadaab refugee camps 
• Cattle raids and conflicts over grazing land and water continue between Pokot and Turkana groups 
• Increased risk of water-borne diseases following heavy rains in north and at the coast 

 
 SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 
On 13 October at 13h20, at the Ifo camp of Dadaab refugee camps, five armed men abducted two female 
NGO international staff, and their national staff driver was shot and evacuated, though expected to 
recover from his injuries. However, the whereabouts of the two MSF staff remain unknown. UN agencies 
and NGOs working in the camps have ceased all but life-saving activities while security measures are 
reviewed. Meanwhile, security threats led to UN relocation of staff from the town of Mandera on 17 
October. 
 
In response to the Dadaab abductions and previous incidents, including recent abductions and killings of 
tourists on the Kenyan coast, the Government of Kenya has reportedly sent “hundreds” of soldiers some 
100 km into Somalia to create a “buffer zone” and to pursue Al Shabab combatants. Al Shabab reacted 
immediately by threatening retaliation within Kenya. 
 
In northwestern Kenya, cattle raids and conflicts over grazing land and access to water continue between 
Pokot and Turkana groups, leading to widespread displacement and perpetuating food insecurity. Tension 
was also high in Isiolo when residents took to the streets in violent protests after seven people were killed 
and two injured by armed bandits on 15 October. Residents blocked the Isiolo-Moyale highway, paralyzing 
activities along this principal route. 
 
New disease outbreaks have been reported across northeastern Kenya, with an increase in malaria and 
dengue fever. Over 10,000 people are estimated to be affected by dengue fever in Mandera, with six new 
cases in Nairobi and one in Wajir. Kenyan authorities and partners are working to control the outbreak 
through household-level surveillance and case management. 
 
In northwestern Kenya, a malaria outbreak has occurred in Turkana, including the Kakuma refugee camp, 
and in Pokot following rains and flooding. According to UNICEF, in Kakuma camp alone, the malaria 
caseload since 1 September is 1,770 as compared to the entire 2011 caseload of 2,052 cases. All health 
facilities in the drought-affected areas of Eastern, North Eastern and Rift Valley provinces are using 
prepositioned anti-malarial drugs supplied by the Government of Kenya and UNICEF.  
 
Rains have begun across much of the country, improving pasture for animals and conditions for crops, but 
with flooding in certain areas, conditions and road access remain difficult in many parts of the country. The 
rains are also leading to an upsurge in conflict, as pastoralists return to their old areas, sometimes with 
animals that do not belong to them. FAO warns that conflict along the Somali border could soon affect 
livelihoods. At the port of Mombasa, the rains are affecting the possibilities of vessels to discharge and 
contribute to considerable congestion. 
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II.   HUMANITARIAN NEEDS AND RESPONSE 
 

 FOOD 
 
The Kenya Food Security Steering Group Long Rains Assessment estimates that 3.75 million people 
affected by drought require food assistance until at least February 2012. Failed or poor 2011 March-June 
long rains have culminated in the third failed season in the southeastern and coastal cropping lowlands 
and the second failed season in the northern, northeastern and eastern pastoral areas. 
 
WFP reports that September distributions were completed in most districts, but due to partial food 
shortages and a problematic transport situation, some districts will continue distributions in October. 
Figures for September distributions are anticipated next week. 
 
In close cooperation with the Government, WFP expects to reach 2.8 million beneficiaries during the 
month of October through general food distribution, food-for-assets and cash-for-assets. Beneficiaries in 
districts previously covered by the Government will be included in November, the majority through 
unconditional cash transfers and the remainder through general food distribution. With the additional 
districts, WFP expects to reach 3.75 million drought affected people.   
 
Several districts (Garissa, Ijara, Hola, Mandera, Dadaab, Marsabit and Moyale) have received heavy 
rainfall in the past week. Many roads are impassable or passable with difficulties. The situation is critical to 
WFP and may have significant implications for food distributions.  
 

 NUTRITION 
 
Across drought-affected areas of Kenya, UNICEF reports that a total of 11,915 children under age 5 with 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) have been treated since July 2011, representing 49 per cent of 
UNICEF’s target of 24,375 children for the period July-December 2011. Of the 11,915 children treated 
since July for SAM, 5,837 have recovered, reflecting an achievement of 32 per cent of UNICEF’s recovery 
target of 18,000 for the period July-December 2011. Most children with SAM are treated through 
outpatient programmes before developing medical complications, which require inpatient care. 18,773 
children with SAM are currently in the Outpatient Therapeutic Programme.  
 
Meanwhile, a total of 33,101 children under age 5 with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) have been 
admitted to supplementary feeding programmes since July 2011, which constitutes 42 per cent of the 
target.  67,374 children with MAM are currently in the Supplementary Feeding Programme. There are 
currently 655 SFP sites and 630 outreach sites for the treatment of MAM.  
 
According to UNICEF, results of two nutrition surveys indicate that in Isiolo and Laikipia Global Acute 
Malnutrition (GAM) and SAM levels are not significantly higher than those recorded a year ago. In 
addition, routine weekly surveillance data shows that SAM admissions for children under age 5 are 
declining in some drought affected districts, including Mandera, Turkana and Marsabit with the peak in 
admissions occurring in July 2011. 

 HEALTH 
 
Since 23 September to date, a total of 1,289 cases of dengue fever have been confirmed (of at least 
10,000 suspected cases) by the Kenyan Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation (MoPHS) and WHO in 
Mandera District. It is believed that some 40 per cent of the district’s population (approximately 40,000 
people) have come in contact with mild forms of the disease. Of the total cases, five suspected deaths 
have been reported, while eight cases have been confirmed to have come from Ethiopia and five from 
Somalia, highlighting the transboundary risk of disease in the region. Management of cases remains 
palliative/symptomatic, although key interventions recommended include reducing the mosquito 
population through vector control activities such as larvaciding, fogging, indoor residual sprays (IRS), and 
personal protection (clothing). Meanwhile, WHO and MoPHS conducted training of health care workers on 
dengue fever in Mandera and provided continuous medical education to clinicians in Garissa Provincial 
General Hospital. Similar activities are planned for other North Eastern Province districts. Meanwhile, six 
cases of dengue fever in Nairobi and one in Wajir have been confirmed. 
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WHO is supporting MoHPS in conducting a two-week assessment in Turkana, Pokot and Samburu to 
determine the magnitude of the malaria outbreak in these areas. Meantime, response is ongoing. 
 
WHO has prepositioned essential drugs for malaria and other communicable diseases in Lodwar, and with 
the International Rescue Committee in Kakuma refugee camp. 
 
Following a confirmed case of polio in Rongo District, Nyanza Province, a mass vaccination campaign has 
been conducted in 32 districts of the province targeting 1,014,578 children under age 5. Initial results 
show 85.6 per cent coverage. The same districts and same target population will be given a booster 
vaccination from 22-26 October.  
 

 EDUCATION 
 
An estimated 66,150 children have been reached in the arid and semi-arid lands (ASALs, including North 
Eastern, Upper Eastern, Rift Valley and Coast Provinces) by provision of education kits, early childhood 
development (ECD) kits, recreation kits, and boarding kits. In these same areas, a total of 353 head 
teachers, boarding masters and district education officials were reached through a recent 10-day training 
on child-friendly schools; boarding school management; school safety; and emergency preparedness.   
 
A major peace campaign initiative took place on 14 October in Molo District, Rift Valley Province, which 
has long been an inter-communal violence hotspot. Organized by the Ministry of Education, with support 
from UNICEF and the Japan Centre for Conflict Prevention, more than 400 children from primary schools 
and different ethnic backgrounds took part in various activities including a peace march, cultural songs 
and dances, and other activities incorporating messages on the need for communities to come together 
and live harmoniously. Ultimately, an estimated 100,000 residents are expected to benefit from the 
initiative. 
 
From 17-27 October, the Kenyan Ministry of Education will be undertaking an assessment to determine 
the impact of drought in ASALs in an effort to determine if emergency needs still exist, and if so, to what 
extent. The assessment will also look at the possible impact of floods; the situation of WASH in schools; 
and protection needs. 
 
The education sector has highlighted Marsabit District, located in northern Eastern Province, as one of the 
regions hardest hit by the drought. A recent assessment by the Pastoralist Integrated Support 
Programme, a national local NGO based in Marsabit District, commissioned by the MoE, has found drastic 
declines in enrolment in ECD, primary and secondary schools. For instance, primary school enrolment in 
the district is 13,922 boys and 12,840 girls while that of ECD is 5,739 boys and 5,380 girls. Below is the 
percentage of children enrolled and not enrolled in primary school and ECD: 
 
 

District area 
 

Children in school (%) 
 

Children not in school 
(%) 

 
 Boys Girls Total  
Marsabit Central 42.1 38.2 40.5 59.5 
Marsabit North 14.6 14.6 14.6 85.4 
Marsabit South 21.6 17.3 19.3 80.7 
  

 AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK 
 
In order to increase local food production, the Ministry of Agriculture has dispatched more than 300 tons of 
assorted high-value traditional crops seeds and over $550,000 worth of cuttings, vines and materials for 
planting in the 77 districts across the country that rely on short rains. FAO is procuring and will distribute 
225 tons of drought-tolerant seeds for farmer groups. The seeds FAO will procure are foundation seeds 
that farmers will bulk and use to establish community seed systems. FAO is also rolling out more than 
$249,000 worth of treatments for animals.  
 
Because of flooding in several areas, FAO reports that procurement has started of 400,000 doses of Rift 
Valley Fever vaccine to bolster the Government’s mitigation efforts.  
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Despite major seed distributions this month, farmers in arid areas still need more seed inputs for food and 
for livestock fodder. 
 
III.   MULTI SECTOR ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES 
 
Food 
As of 13 October, WFP had provided food assistance to more than 542,000 registered refugees in 
Kakuma and Dadaab (83,000 and 459,000 respectively), through general food distributions. In addition, 
newly arrived refugees in Dadaab receive high energy biscuits for the period until they have been 
registered. 
 
In Dadaab, approximately 80,000 children aged 6-59 months have benefitted from corn soya blend (CSB) 
under the recently introduced blanket supplementary feeding programme (BSFP). WFP is also distributing 
ready-to-use supplementary food (Plumpy’Sup) to moderately malnourished children and pregnant and 
lactating women (34,000 beneficiaries reached in September in Kakuma and Dadaab). In addition, school 
meals are provided to school-aged children (approximately 60,000 reached in September). 
 
Nutrition 
According to UNICEF, since 1 July, 7,828 refugee children with SAM have been admitted into therapeutic 
feeding programmes (124 per cent of the target of 6,332). UNICEF also monitors the number of children 
who recover from SAM and seeks to ensure that 75 per cent (or 7,828 children) who received treatment, 
recover. The number of children with SAM who have been receiving treatment since July and recovered is 
1,125, representing 14.4 per cent of the target. 3,743 children under age 5 with SAM are currently in the 
outpatient programme. 
 
UNICEF supports WFP and other partners to treat children under age 5 with moderate acute malnutrition 
(MAM).  The treatment for MAM is based on reaching 90 per cent of MAM cases within the camps.  Since 
the beginning of July 2011, a total of 11,778 MAM children have received supplementary food (80.9 per 
cent of the target). 
 
Health 
Three cases of meningitis have been confirmed in Dadaab; serotype to be confirmed. Two earlier cases 
turned out to be pneumococcal meningitis.  
 
Indoor Residual Spraying has started in Dadaab to combat malaria, and is expected to be completed 
within the next three weeks. 
 
UNHCR, UNICEF and partners are monitoring the dengue fever situation in Dadaab with no cases 
suspected or confirmed cases among the refugee population to date. Though one case of dengue fever 
was confirmed in Dadaab town, the affected person was a Kenyan national who had returned from a visit 
to Mandera.   
 
WASH 
UNICEF has established 16 new water points along three routes between the Somali border and the 
Dadaab refugee camps with the target of reaching 160,000. Since 1 July, 132,530 people have benefitted 
(83 per cent of the target). As a result of transportation services provided by IOM to the refugee population 
who initially walked along these routes to seek asylum in Kenya, the majority of those benefiting from 
these water points are people from the surrounding host community with 122,320 Kenyans and 10,210 
newly arriving refugees benefiting.  
 
Protection 
As a follow-up to the Child Protection Rapid Assessment recommendations shared with protection 
partners, the CP team has held discussions with LWF senior management on strengthening and 
supporting the existing community network of community peace and security teams to improve the 
response to safety and protection concerns identified by refugee community members in the camps. 
 
Education 
Access to education remains a challenge in the new areas of Dadaab, with the pupil-teacher ratio below 
minimum standards in Ifo 2; 18 classrooms are fully occupied with only 8 teachers available. Lutheran 
World Federation (LWF) has enrolled 2,526 pupils in Kambioos and is working towards the completion of 
the school construction. Areas for improvement include access and quality education for children with 
disabilities, as well as the strengthening of the capacity of secondary school teachers. Meanwhile, an 
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For further information, please contact:  
 
Aeneas Chuma  
Humanitarian Coordinator 
 
Ben Parker, Interim Head of Office, OCHA Eastern Africa 
parkerb@un.org, +254 733 860082 
 
Patrick Lavand’homme, Deputy Head of Office 
lavandhomme@un.org, +254 710 602 326 
 
 
For more information, please visit: http://ochaonline.un.org/kenya  
 
To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail ochakenya@un.org 
OCHA press releases are available at www.unocha.org or www.reliefweb.int. 

estimated 58,520 children have been reached by provision of education kits, ECD kits, recreation kits, 
boarding kits, school tents, and Somali text books. UNHCR reports there are approximately 40,000 
primary school-aged children in the six camps of Dadaab (the three long-established camps of Dagahaley, 
Hagadera and Ifo; and the three new camps of Ifo 2, Ifo 3 and Kambioos). 
 
IV.   COORDINATION 
 
OCHA has established a continuing presence in Dadaab with the recruitment of a Humanitarian Affairs 
Officer to continue the work OCHA has been doing over the last three months supporting coordination to 
drought response and building partnerships for implementing a strategy to support host communities.  
 
OCHA hosted a team mobilized by the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit in Geneva to support the 
Government of Kenya in conducting an environmental impact assessment following the massive fuel 
pipeline explosion that occurred on 13 September in an informal settlement of Nairobi in which more than 
120 people died.  
 
On the International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction on 13 October, OCHA facilitated six community-
based events on the theme of “Ending Drought Emergencies” with a local context to the national theme. In 
Nairobi, OCHA joined the Government of Kenya, NGOs and UN agencies to organize an event 
showcasing response to multi-hazards in Kenya at the University of Nairobi.  
 
V.   FUNDING 
 
As of 18 October, $503 million of the requested $741 million has been funded in the Emergency 
Humanitarian Response Plan (EHRP 2011+). $122 million has been committed outside the EHRP appeal. 
 
Sectors funded at 40 per cent or less include: WASH (40%), 
Agriculture and Livestock (24%), Health (17%), Education (16%) 
and Protection (7%). 
 
All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's 
Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: 
fts@un.org. 
 

 

741 million 
requested (US$) 

68% 
funded 
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