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HIGHLIGHTS 
• Increasing numbers flee 

western Anbar under cover 

of sand storms. 

• Reforming communities in 

Salah al-Din face increased 

risk from a surge in ISIL 

attacks. 

• Civilians remaining in 

Mosul’s old city face life-

threatening risks. 

• New study on gender and 

conflict recommends 

expanding women’s roles as 

household providers to 

promote recovery. 

FIGURES 

# of people in 
need 

11m 

# of people 
targeted for 
assistance 

6.2m 

# of internally 
displaced 
persons (IDPs) 

3.3m 

# of IDPs who 
live outside 
camps 

2.5m 

# of affected  
ppl within host 
communities  

3.2m 

# of returnees 1.9m 

# of Syrian 
refugees 

0.23m 

Source: 2017 Iraq HRP/HNO/IOM 
DTM 

Human i ta r i an  
Response P l an  

FUNDING 

985 million  
requested for 2017 (US$) 

43% ($420 million)  
(reflects funding on FTS as 
of 4 July 2017) 
Source: http://fts.unocha.org 
 

 

Increasing numbers flee ISIL-held western 
Anbar  
Thousands flee under 
cover of sand storms 

Since the beginning of the 
year, over 22,000 people 
fled areas held by the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL) in the west of 
Anbar governorate for Kilo 
60 and Kilo 18 transit sites, 
according to the ministry of 
Migration and 
Displacement. The rate of 
displacement is increasing, 
with over half the displaced 
community fleeing since 
the end of March under 
cover of seasonal sand storms. Currently, between 150 and 300 people are making the 
500 kilometre journey from Ka’im to Kilo 18 every day in scorching temperatures that 
regularly reach 45 Celsius. Smugglers are transporting people out of ISIL-held areas, while 
some are reported to have made the journey on foot. Displacement spiked in early May, 
with over 1,200 people fleeing in the space of three days, and in late June, when a further 
1,200 fled over a similar time period. More people are expected to escape before the end 
of July, under severe conditions including rising temperatures and severe sand storms.  

The risk of overcrowding and protection concerns are high 

Kilo 60 and Kilo 18 are intended as short-term temporary sancturies, and struggle to keep 
pace with the rate of arrivals. Before June, over 90 per cent of the people who arrived from 
western Anbar were moved on to better-equipped camps and host communities in eastern 
Anbar and adjacent governorates. For the past month, people arriving at the transit sites 
are prevented from moving to camps in the east, and Kilo 60 and Kilo 18 are filling up 
quickly. In the last week of June, Kilo 60 doubled its population, bringing the camp to almost  
full capacity.  Protection is also a growing issue of concern in the camps. On the afternoon 
of 2 July, a suicide attack targeting camp residents took place in Kilo 60, killing 14 people. 
 
Basic assistance is provided in the transit sites, but there are significant gaps in services, 
including garbage disposal, health care, access to clean drinking water and sufficient food. 
Partners are working  to meet the demands placed on existing services by the new arrivals, 
but resources are scarce with few operational partners west of Ramadi, which hampers 
progress and reduces the ability to provide assistance.  As summer temperatures continue 
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Displaced children in a sand storm.                       Credit: OCHA/Themba Linden 
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to climb so does the risk of waterborne disease. This is excacerbated by inadequate 
resources to improve health care, water and sanitation services. 
 

A further 50,000 could flee when military operations start 

 
An estimated 80,000 people live in the cities of Ana, Ru’ua and Ka’im in western Anbar, 
with the majority in Ka’im, a town on the Syrian border. Another 50,000 people could flee 
western Anbar in a worst-case scenario. Once military operations to retake western Anbar 
from ISIL begin, accessing people who choose to stay in their homes will be difficult, as 
humanitarian presence is concentrated in the east of Anbar, and there are no partners 
operating west of Heet. Providing assistance to out-of-camp locations is restricted in these 
areas, and will largely take place remotely from Baghdad and Ramadi, compromising the 
speed of the response. Without an increase in resources and forward leaning response 
capacity, partners and local authorities will struggle to meet the needs of displaced Iraqis 
when military operations begin. 

Needs in Anbar grow increasingly complex 

In other parts of the governorate people continue to return, although the flow of returnees 
slowed over the second half of June. The fear of retributive acts is an increasingly prevalent 
reason cited by displaced people who do not wish to return to areas of origin, many of 
whom fear collective punishment on return if they are perceived as having had links with 
ISIL. The needs of people in Anbar grow increasingly complex, with new displacements in 
the west layered on protracted displacement in the east, the extent of damage to housing 
and infrastructure in areas of return, and growing protection concerns. Meeting increasingly 
wide-ranging needs is proving a challenge to partners and the Iraqi authorities as there are 
low resources and capacity available to respond in the governorate.  

Protection concerns in areas of return 
Returning families face worsening security in Salah al-Din 

Displaced people are returning home across Iraq at a rate of approximately 100,000 per 
month. Salah al-Din governorate has seen the second highest rate of return in Iraq, after 
Anbar. Civilians in the governorate continue to endure a volatile security situation, and risks 
from explosive hazards, armed attacks and retributive acts against people perceived to be 
affiliated with ISIL are high. Despite these challenges, some 386,000 people returned to 
their homes since areas were 
retaken from ISIL, according to 
IOM’s Displacement Tracking 
Matrix; accounting for over 20 per 
cent of the 1.9 million returnees 
countrywide.  Close to 90 per cent 
of the returnees were able to return 
to their places of habitual residence.  

Baiji city sees first returns 
since the city was retaken 

Baiji city in Salah al-Din 
Governorate saw its first group of 
returnees in early May. Retaken 
from ISIL in October 2015, it has 
remained insecure and subject to 
numerous attacks by ISIL militants. 
 
There is little humanitarian 
assistance for the new returnees to 
Baiji city, and returnees face risks 
from explosive devices and ongoing 
insecurity. Mine action partners are 

 

Humanitarian presence is 

concentrated in the east of 

Anbar Governorate, 

compromising the speed of 

the response. 

Civilians in Salah al-Din 

endure ongoing risks from 

explosive hazards, armed 

attacks and retributive acts. 

http://www.unocha.org/iraq
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assessing the area in coordination with stabilization actors, to get a clearer picture of the 
extent of explosive contamination in the city and its impact on the resumption of livelihoods. 
According to protection actors, while the level of contamination is lower in Baiji district than 
in other parts of Salah al-Din, it is still considered to be high in return areas, exposing 
civilians to considerable risk. 

Surge in armed attacks in Shirqat compromises return intentions 

 
As in Anbar, population movements in Salah al-Din are complex. As well as large numbers 
of returnees, newly-displaced people continue to arrive from ISIL-held areas, Hawiga in 
particular. The security situation continues to be volatile, especially in the city of Shirqat, 
where ISIL forces are still present in the east of the city. The city has seen increasing 
numbers of returnees and new arrrivals but following a surge of ISIL attacks on civilian 
targets since mid-June, there are growing protection concerns in Shirqat.   
 
A deterioration in the security situation is likely to compromise people’s attempts to return 
home and resume livelihoods in efforts to reflect some semblance of normality. Personal 
security and acceptance in areas of origin is a key factor in people’s decision to return, 
according to a recent study by IOM, and fear of retributive acts for perceived links to ISIL 
is a major preventative factor. These acts carried out against families perceived to be 
affiliated with ISIL could be exacerbated by the new attacks, and inter-communal tensions 
are causing serious concern in Shirqat and Tikrit, both of which have seen tens of 
thousands of people return home in recent months. Retributive acts are reported to be on 
the rise countrywide, putting new returnees and the newly-displaced at further risk. In Salah 
al-Din as in other parts of the country, it is of paramount importance that criminal acts are 
punished in accordance with the rule of law, in order to minimize the risk of collective 
punishment agasinst displaced and returning communities. 

Civilians in Mosul old city face severe risks 
Serious concerns remain for civilians as hostilities reach their final phase 

As military operations to retake Mosul enter the final phase, people remaining inside the 
old city face life-threatening risks. Civilians are being used as human shields and targeted 
by snipers as they flee the fighting. In the narrow streets heavy artillery is being positioned 
in close proximity to buildings where civilians are sheltering, increasing the already great 
risk of civilians being caught in the crossfire. Food and water are scarce, and prices are 
skyrocketing. People fleeing the old city report prices as high as US$700 for a 50 kilogram 
bag of flour, and $6 for a litre of fuel. Food security partners report that increasing numbers 
of children amongst the newly-displaced are in need of supplementary feeding when they 
arrive in the camps. Estimated numbers of people remaining in the old city vary, the lowest 
ranging between 10,000 and 20,000. 

Close to 1 million have fled since October 

As the fighting intensified, the rate at which people fled  Mosul’s old city slowed, but as the 
cumulative number of people displaced by hostilities approaches the 1 million mark, 
displacement surpassed the humanitarian community’s initial planning figures. Of the over 
900,000 people who have fled Mosul since the onset of hostilities in October, over 80 per 
cent are from western neighbourhoods. But even as the fighting continues to regain the old 
city, people are returning to their homes in newly-accessible parts of the west in their 
thousands. By the end of June, almost 63,000 people had returned to west Mosul. A recent 
needs assessment found that people are returning home due to an increased sense of 
security, despite the ongoing conflict.  
 
Retaken areas of east and west Mosul are not free from risk, as people continue to be 
exposed to indirect fire and violent attacks. An increase in suicide attacks in eastern Mosul 
in late June brought humanitarian access to a temporary halt, and a high number of 
improvised explosive devices were found amongst rubble in areas of return. Civilians 
continue to pay a heavy price as casualties as a result of explosive weapons increase. 

Following a surge of attacks 

on civilian targets in Shirqat, 

protection concerns in the 

city are rife. 

Humanitarian conditions for 

civilians remaining in the old 

city deteriorate further.  

A spate of suicide attacks in 

east Mosul brought 

humanitarian access to a 

temporary halt in late June. 

http://www.unocha.org/iraq
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Even as hostilities draw to a close, it is of vital importance that parties to the conflict uphold 
their obligations to protect civilians, and allow them to leave conflict zones for safer areas. 

Income diversification will help conflict-affected 
households recover, study finds 
Measures to expand women’s roles as household providers recommended 

 
The resuts of a new study, ‘Gender and Conflict Analysis in ISIL-affected Communities of 
Iraq’, providing recommendations for conflict-sensitive and gender-responsive 
humanitarian and development programming, was released by Oxfam and UN Women in 
late May. 
 
According to the findings, 
pre-existing gendered 
divisions of labour that  
assign roles as protectors 
and providers to men, and 
domestic roles and 
responsibilities to women 
are exacerbated by the 
radicalized gender norms 
imposed by ISIL. Under 
ISIL, women were 
prevented from working and 
banned from associating 
with men from outside their 
family in public spaces, 
thereby increasing the 
pressure on men to provide 
for their families. Under 
such practices, female-headed households are a particularly at-risk group. As a mitigation 
strategy, the authors promote potential ways of encouraging female participation in income-
generating activities that are in keeping with cultural gender norms, especially for the most 
vulnerable groups.  
 
Radicalized gender norms also have a negative impact on men and boys: under ISIL, men 
faced increased constraints in living up to the expectations of cultural gender norms. Those 
who refused to join ISIL were particularly badly affected, as the sanctions imposed by ISIL 
on non-confirmists hampered their capacity to earn an income. As a result, displacement 
has further depleted resources for many, increasing household tensions.  
 

The study recommends livelihood interventions diversify their approach to include 
traditional, culturally-appropriate employment opportunities for women, thereby mitigating 
the social repercussions for breaching gender norms, whilst simultaneously rolling out 
strategies to promote shifts in gender roles for women, men, boys and girls. Ensuring 
humanitarian programming is more gender- and conflict-sensitive will help build trust and 
resilience, and strengthen community cohesion during the initial stages of recovery.  
 
 
 For further information, please contact:  

Ivo Freijsen, Head of Office, freijsen@un.org 
Kate Pond, Reports Officer, pond@un.org, Tel. (+964) 0782 780 6086 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/iraq | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

 

Gender-based restrictions 

imposed on communities 

living under ISIL have had a 

significant impact on income 

generation, especially for 

female-headed households. 

Diversifying livelihood 

programmes to take gender 

norms into account will help 

conflict-affected families on 

the road to recovery. 

Diversifying income opprtunities will benefit conflict-affected women, men, girls 
and boys.                                                               Credit: OCHA/Damian Rance 
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