
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A victim of the Garissa University attack is wheeled  by 
Kenya Red Cross officials into Kenyatta Hospital in 
Nairobi. Source: AFP. 
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148 killed in Garissa terrorist attack in Kenya 
Insecurity in northeastern disrupts education and health services 

The Garissa University massacre, in which 148 people lost their lives, and previous 

massacres in north eastern Kenya have caused a major exodus of non-local civil servants, 

most notably in the health and education domains. WHO warns there are areas in the 

north east where no health services are being provided due to absence of staff, and 

where remaining functional social services are severely strained. The health staff 

shortage could adversely affect the polio campaign planned for 18-22 April 2015. In the 

education sector, there are concerns that the remaining teachers may simply not return to 

schools when they reopen in May. However, humanitarian assistance from WFP and 

UNHCR has not been disrupted by the recent attack in Garissa.   

 

Kenya demands closure of Dadaab refugee camp 

Following the horrific attack at Garissa University, the Government of Kenya announced 

that the Dadaab refugee camps should be closed within three months and the 350,000 

Somali refugees living there returned to their country. In an official statement, UNHCR 

warned the abrupt closure of the Dadaab camps and forced repatriation of Somali 

refugees to Somalia will have extreme humanitarian and practical consequences and is a 

breach of Kenya’s international obligations. UNHCR has offered to work even more 

closely with local authorities to ensure law enforcement at Dadaab, and support other 

measures to protect both refugees and Kenyans.  

 

Voluntary repatriation of Somali refugees to Somalia 

As part of its durable solutions strategy, UNHCR conducted a Returns Intention Survey 

(RIS) in Dadaab Camp to accurately understand refugee concerns and needs, and 

provide targeted support and guidance towards the UNHCR voluntary repatriation plan. 

The main findings indicate approximately 9,627 individuals (2.6 per cent) have an 

intention to return to Somalia within the next two years. The majority, 84,279 households 

(97.4 per cent of the population) gave insecurity concerns, lack of employment, and a 

lack of housing and inadequate basic services as the main reasons not to return to 

Somalia.  
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Fighting has resumed 

in oil-rich Greater Nile 

region since peace 

talks stalled yet again 

on 6 March 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 650,000 South 

Sudanese refugees in 

the region as of end 

March 2015.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional impact of the South Sudan conflict 

Update on peace process 

Media reports peace talks to end the more than 15-month-long conflict between rival 

forces loyal to President Kiir and his former deputy, Dr. Machar, collapsed on 6 March 

2015.  Fighting has since resumed in the oil-rich Greater Nile region, particularly in the 

three states of Unity, Upper Nile and Jonglei. In a new development, the 

Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) has now expanded the mediation 

team, to include member states of the African Union (AU), European Union (EU), The 

Troika countries (US, UK and Norway), China and the United Nations (UN). There is 

speculation that a new draft peace agreement will be presented to the two rival leaders in 

a final round of negotiations expected to resume this month in Addis Ababa. Sanctions 

including travel bans, assets freeze and arms embargo have also been threatened should 

they refuse to sign a final peace agreement. 

 

Renewed conflict and displacement 

By the 9 April 2015, there were an estimated 1.5 million internally displaced people in 

South Sudan and over 522,000 South Sudanese refugees in Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan and 

Uganda.
1

 This represents an increase of over 20,000 people (4 per cent) into 

neighbouring countries in the last two months. OCHA South Sudan reports the renewed 

fighting and inter-communal violence in Upper Nile, Lakes and Unity States has resulted 

into increased displacement across the region and influx into Malakal and Bentiu 

Protection of Civilians (PoC) sites.
2
  

Trends in South Sudanese refugee influx: December 2013 – March 2015 

 

                                                           

 

1 UNHCR South Sudan Regional Update, 9 April 2015. 
2 OCHA South Sudan, Situation Reports 80, 81 and 82, 27 March – 10 April 2015. 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article54602


Eastern Africa Humanitarian Bulletin, March - April 2015 | 3 

 

 

 

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sudan has received the 

highest number of 
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arrivals since February 

2015.  
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Impact of crisis on refugee operations 

In Kenya, by the end of March 2015, the South Sudanese refugee population in Kakuma 

camp had more than doubled (from 45,239 to 90,592 people) since the fighting erupted in 

December 2013. The main challenge is unavailability of land to accommodate new 

arrivals and inadequate supply of drinking water. UNHCR reports progress has been 

made after extensive consultations with the County government and the host community 

for new land.
5
 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           

 

3 UNHCR South Sudan Regional Overview of refugees from South Sudan, 9 April 2015.  
4 UNHCR Ethiopia, http://www.unhcr.org/550807656.html, March 2015. 
5 UNHCR Kenya, Kakuma Operational Update, 9 April 2015.  

In Sudan, there has been a dramatic in increase of over 10,000 South Sudanese 

refugees (9 per cent) due to renewed fighting in South Sudan’s Upper Nile State since 

February 2015. This brings the total to 130,840 South Sudanese refugees who have 

arrived in Sudan since the outbreak of fighting in December 2013.
3
 A second reception 

centre has been opened in Kuek, White Nile State and Um Sangour, a new refugee camp, 

has been established in Kosti to cater to the new influx. Aid agencies continue to provide 

humanitarian assistance.  

In Ethiopia, UNHCR has begun relocating more than 50,000 South Sudanese refugees 

from flood-prone areas of western Ethiopia ahead of the start of the rainy season in late 

April. The refugees, mostly from Leitchuor camp, will be hosted in new Jewi camp; while 

new Pugnido camp will be extended to receive refugees from Nip Nip camp. However, 

more land is still needed to accommodate new arrivals from South Sudan.
4
  

In Uganda, WFP Uganda received US$15.4 million from the United States to support all 

refugees in Uganda and US$2.3 million from Australia to support extremely vulnerable 

households in Karamoja region. The donations came after WFP said it would be forced to 

reduce food rations over a lack of funding in January 2015.  In a statement, the WFP 

Country Director Alice Martin-Daihirou, said the money came at a critical time that will 

allow WFP to support 460,000 vulnerable people, including 330,000 refugees (almost half 

from South Sudan) through the April –July hunger gap.  

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/550807656.html
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/support-usa-australia-allows-wfp-resume-full-food-rations-refugees-uganda
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FEWSNET predicts 

deterioration in food 

security in most parts 

from April – June 2015.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UN High Commissioner 

More refugees from Yemen expected 

Escalating violence in Yemen has forced 

thousands to flee the country.
6
 In the last 

two weeks, UNHCR reports the arrival by 

boat of 5,867 people (431 of which are 

Yemeni refugees) in Djibouti at Obock port
7
 

and 625 refugees (mostly returning Somalis 

from Puntland) at various entry points and 

Bossaso port in Puntland region, in 

Somalia.
8
 The majority of the new arrivals 

are reportedly living amongst friends and 

families in Djibouti. UNHCR and partners 

are making contingency plans to receive up 

to 30,000 refugees in Djibouti and 100,000 in Somalia over the next six months. There 

are concerns that the conflict in Yemen will be protracted and will lead to a sustained 

outflow of migrants and returning Somalia nationals from Yemen to countries in the Horn 

of Africa which have severely limited coping capacity.  

 

Regional food security outlook
9
  

Food insecurity to deteriorate from April- June 2015 

According to FEWSNET, food security from April-June is expected to deteriorate to 

Emergency (IPC Phase 4) in several counties in the Greater Upper Nile States of South 

Sudan by April 2015, particularly in areas where insecurity continues to limit the delivery 

of humanitarian assistance.  

In Uganda, bimodal areas of northern Tanzania, Belg cropping areas in Ethiopia, parts of 

Kenya, and other areas of the eastern Horn of Africa, there have been delays in land 

preparation, planting and in the recovery of rangeland resources due to a late start of 

rains.  This has led to prolonging pastoral lean seasons in some areas and limiting 

agricultural labour opportunities. The Kenya Meteorological Service has warned of heavy 

rains leading to flooding in western, central and coastal Kenya. However, water resources 

in the northeast are expected to be limited as a result of poor rainfall.  

Food insecurity is likely to deepen for many households and additional households as 

lean seasons start by April or May in conflict-affected areas in Sudan, in marginal, Belg-

producing agricultural areas in Oromia, Tigray, and Amhara Regions in Ethiopia, agro 

                                                           

 

6 OCHA Yemen, Flash Update, 15 April 2015. 
7 UNHCR update on impact of Yemen situation, 15 April 2015. 

8 UNHCR Somalia, Daily Situation Report on Impact of Yemen Situation, 9 April 2015. 
9 FEWSNET, Food Security Outlook Update, http://www.fews.net/east-africa, April 2015. 

Djibouti coastguards escort Yemeni refugees into 

Obock port. Source: UNHCR  

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.fews.net/east-africa


Eastern Africa Humanitarian Bulletin, March - April 2015 | 5 

 

 

 

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 

pastoral and riverine areas in southern Somalia, in unimodal Karamoja region in Uganda, 

in bimodal northern Tanzania, and in many areas of South Sudan.   

In Rwanda and Burundi, mostly near-average Season A harvests from December to 

February have helped stabilize food prices and increased household food access from 

both own production and markets. However, some areas will see deteriorating food 

security during the April to May minor lean season, moving into Stressed (IPC Phase 2).   

 

Burundi at 'crossroads' between peace and 

violence 

Thousands of Burundians flee the country 

According to the UN, more than 

6,500 Burundians have fled the 

country fearing violence ahead of the 

June 2015 presidential elections. 

Burundi is tense as the President 

prepares to run for a third term, 

which would violate the constitution 

and the terms of the 2000 Arusha 

Peace Accord. The UN’s top human 

rights official, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, 

visited Burundi from 12-15 April 2015.  

During his visit, the High 

Commissioner conveyed the growing 

concern of the international 

community over politically motivated 

harassment, intimidation and acts of violence committed over the past few months in 

Burundi. In a press statement, he said, “Burundi cannot afford another outbreak of 

violence”, and called upon the government to clamp down on the militia of the 

Imbonerakure, investigate and bring its members who have carried out crimes to court. 

Lastly, he urged the government to uphold its obligations to protect the rights of its 

citizens.  Humanitarian actors in Burundi have developed a contingency plan
10

 estimated 

at US$11.6 million, to ensure preparedness measures are in place for a most likely 

scenario of 50,000 people affected by election violence in identified hotspots.
11

  

Rwanda plans new transit site for Burundian refugees  

UNHCR reports a steady influx of asylum seekers into Rwanda allegedly fleeing 

harassment from militias linked to the ruling party in Burundi. As of 16 April, 6,571 

Burundian refugees were received in Bugesera (4,714 people) and Nyanza (1,857 people) 

                                                           

 

10 Closely aligned to the Burundian Red Cross contingency plan for the elections and the first risk (internal socio-political 
unrest) identified in the national contingency plan. 
11 Draft UN Country Team Consolidated Contingency Plan for 2015 Burundi Elections, March 2015.  

A Burundian refugee arrives in Rwanda with her belongings. 
Source: Ignatous Sunna/IRIN.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Burundi cannot afford 

another outbreak of 

violence”, said Zeid 

Ra’ad Al Hussein, UN 

High Commissioner for 

Human Rights  
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“The aid operation will be 

much more expensive 

without remittances”, Ed 

Pomfret, Oxfam 

Somalia’s campaign 

manager.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCHA predicts close to 

half a million people in 

North and South Kivu  

at risk. 

transit sites.
12

 UNHCR and partners are providing assistance but report inadequate 

shelter and the unsuitability of Bugesera site due to its close proximity to the border. The 

National Disaster Management Executive Committee (NDMEC) has activated the 

contingency plan for the refugee influx and partners have been mobilised to support their 

arrival. A joint assessment mission will make recommendations for establishing a new 

transit centre (with capacity for 5,000 people) that will eventually be converted into a 

refugee camp at Rukomo.  

 

In brief 
Somali lifeline under threat 

Reuters report virtually all major U.S. banks have ended remittance services to Somalia 
over the last few years because of regulations that hold banks responsible if they transfer 
funds to "terrorist" groups like Somalia's al Shabaab.

13
 Remittances to Somalia 

(approximately US$1.3 billion) accounts for between 24-45 per cent of Somalia’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) and exceeds the amount it receives in humanitarian, 
development aid, and direct investment combined.

14
 Britain has been working with the 

World Bank on a "Safer Corridor" initiative to tighten the scrutiny of Somali money 
transfers through measures, such as biometric identity cards for recipients in Somalia, to 
ensure that money continues to flow into Somalia. “Without these remittances the 
Somalia humanitarian aid operation will be much more expensive”, warns Ed Pomfret, 
Oxfam Somalia’s campaign manager.  

Meanwhile, the Government of Kenya has ordered the closure of thirteen money transfer 
firms to prevent militant Islamists from using them to finance attacks, the interior minister 
told BBC. The Government, in an officially published list, has frozen the bank accounts of 
eighty-five individuals and “entities”, including Dahabshil, a leading money transfer firm. 
Aid agencies have expressed concerns at the closure of the money transfer firms in 
Kenya and say they should be vetted on an individual basis for compliance with Kenyan 
regulations.  

 

Sokola II operation in Democratic Republic of Congo 

Operation Sokola II, a joint military offensive by the UN’s Congo mission (MONUSCO) 
and the Congolese military, was authorized by a unanimous Security Council vote after 
Hutu rebels failed to meet their 2 January 2015 deadline to set down their arms and 
surrender.  In March 2015, IOM reported clashes in Masisi territory between FARDC and 
the Alliance des patriotes pour un Congo libre et souverain (APLCS) armed group in 
several villages. The fighting affected Nyabiondo/Birere displacement site, where most of 
the internally displaced people fled to the MONUSCO base to seek shelter and protection. 
IOM together with the humanitarian community is coordinating the response at the four 
displacement sites in the area and responding to the most urgent needs as the security 
situation allows. OCHA has warned at least 368,000 people in DRC’s North Kivu province 
and 118,000 more in South Kivu will be affected by Operation Sokola II and many are 

                                                           

 

12 UN update on influx of Burundian refugees, 16 April 2015.  
13 Reuters, http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/19/us-somalia-money-remittances-idUSKBN0LN0GN20150219, 
February 2015. 
14 Hanging by a Thread, Joint Agency Briefing Note, 19 February 2015. 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/world-africa-32190794
file:///C:/Users/kiganzi/Documents/HOA/OCHA%20EA/Humanitarian%20Bulletins/HB%2037/Somalia%20NGO%20Consortium
http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/20150406IOMEmergencyProgramSitRep_Final.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/02/19/us-somalia-money-remittances-idUSKBN0LN0GN20150219
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expected to flee their homes. OCHA also warned that the offensive’s consequences are 
likely to overwhelm the thinly-spread humanitarian support in the region. 

 

Update on World Humanitarian Summit eastern Africa technical review 
meeting  

As part of consultations leading up to the World Humanitarian Summit (WHS) in May 
2016 in Istanbul Turkey, 70 representatives from civil society, governments, international 
and national non-governmental organisations, the Red Cross/Red Crescent Movement, 
the United Nations, think-tanks, and the private sector convened on 31 March 2015 in 
Nairobi, Kenya.  Day-long deliberations were held over key challenges and solutions 
proposed for the humanitarian system and humanitarian challenges in the region.  

The meeting concluded with six priorities for systemic change to improve humanitarian 
effectiveness in eastern Africa: 1) support the creation of a global network of southern 
NGOs, 2) promote risk-informed development, including risk screening of all development 
investment, 3) increase accountability to communities across all sectors, 4) engage with 
communities as first responders, 5) establish a ‘no regrets’ financing systems at the 
national level, and 6) review existing financial mechanisms to ensure funding is 
accessible to local NGOs in a timely, predictable and simple manner. The outcome of the 
meeting will be submitted to the WHS Secretariat for consideration at the WHS Thematic 
Consultation in September and the WHS Global Consultations in October 2015. In terms 
of next steps, the African Union (AU) will assign roles and responsibilities for further 
consultations in the five regions of Africa ahead of the WHS in 2016.   

 

IGAD calls for collective action in border areas 

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) held its 4th IDDRSI Steering 
Committee and General Assembly meetings with representatives from member states, 
humanitarian and development partners, civil society organisations, research bodies and 
donors in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 25-27 March 2015. IGAD, supported by OCHA, 
presented a comprehensive regional analysis based on the UN-wide agreed Information 
for Risk Management (InfoRM) methodology.  

The UN Assistant Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Deputy Emergency 
Relief Coordinator, Kyung-wha Kang, addressed the General Assembly and urged IGAD, 
national governments, humanitarian and development partners to convene around the 
OCHA-supported joint comprehensive regional risk analysis, and agree on joint priorities 
and concrete action. Historically, ddevelopment actors have been under-represented in 
these fragile border areas, reinforcing the focus on borderlands by the World Bank’s Horn 
of Africa Initiative. IGAD member states agreed to regularise the regional risk analysis, 
conduct additional analysis in border areas, and use this for future joint action prioritising 
vulnerable areas in the region, particularly border areas.  
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The comprehensive regional analysis measures the exposure to climatic shocks and conflict, the socio-economic vulnerability 
of the population and the ability of states to cope with shocks. The result is a humanitarian risk score. As hazards can be local, 
and the degree of deprivation varies more widely within countries than between countries, the analysis provides hazard, 
vulnerability and risk scores at a subnational level for all the countries in the Horn, which allows for better comparison and 
prioritization. Conflict areas are confirmed to be at the highest humanitarian risk in the region. However, border areas are also 
at high humanitarian risk.  Border areas face a high exposure to compounded climatic shocks (erratic rainfall and drought) and 
conflict that spills across borders. Not only are border areas, at the periphery of the state, traditionally marginalized with limited 
development investment, but are home to disproportionately large numbers of displaced populations.  

More information on the regional analysis is available at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/yd2jnwwznwnqxuk/Regional%20Analysis%20Draft%20PDF%20version.pdf?dl=0  

 

 

http://www.unocha.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/yd2jnwwznwnqxuk/Regional%20Analysis%20Draft%20PDF%20version.pdf?dl=0

