
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A refugee boy in Luvingi makeshift camp, DRC.  
UNHCR/F. Scoppa 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

  Likely El Niño event could 

cause mix of drought and 

flooding 

 

  Conflict and political 

tension driving food and 

nutrition insecurity 

 

  UN, AU warn of risks in 

Burundi 

 

  Number of people fleeing 

Yemen to the Horn of 

Africa continues to rise 

 

  AU holds WHS 

consultation in region 

 

  Scale-up of Somali refugee 

repatriation from Kenya 

foreseen 

 

  Despite renewed peace 

efforts, humanitarian 

situation in South Sudan 

continues to worsen 

 

  Tana River clashes reignite 

in Kenya 

 

  Cash Learning Partnership 

(CaLP) calls for new 

members 

 

  Regional funding update 

 

 
 

 

 

 

El Niño becoming a major concern for region  
FEWS NET confirms the current El Niño climatic event is now well-established and 

continues to strengthen over the Horn of Africa. Peak values may exceed those reached 

during the 2002 and 2009 El Niño events, and there is an over-90-per-cent chance that El 

Niño will continue through October-December into early 2016. The influence of El Niño 

over the next 3-6 months is twofold: 

 Below-normal rains that will develop in to drought for the northern sector, mostly 

in Ethiopia, Sudan and Eritrea, which have already experienced poor cropping 

and drier-than-normal vegetation conditions. 

 Increased likelihood for above-normal rains for the equatorial sector between 

October-December 2015 in parts of Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenya, Uganda, 

Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi. Severe and prolonged flooding may lead to 

outbreaks of Rift Valley Fever and other tropical water-borne diseases. 

The regional Food Security and Nutrition Working Group (FSNWG) urges preparedness 

measures and early action to mitigate the impacts of both the drier-than-normal 

conditions and flooding in the affected areas. Urgent vaccination of livestock, water and 

sanitation interventions within flood-prone areas of the region is highly recommended. 

Food security, nutrition remain precarious 

According to the FSNWG August report, the regional food and nutrition situation 

marginally improved in some parts due to the influence of long rains, but some 

deterioration was seen in pastoral areas. However, food insecurity remains a concern in 

several areas. An estimated 12.1 million people are currently in need of humanitarian 

assistance. The areas of major concern where “Crisis” and “Emergency” food and 

nutrition insecurity exist include parts of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), 

Central African Republic (CAR), South Sudan, Ethiopia, north-eastern Kenya, parts of 

Karamoja in north-eastern Uganda, Darfur in Sudan and internally displaced persons 

(IDP) sites in Somalia. Conflicts and/or political tension in South Sudan, Burundi, CAR 

and eastern DRC are the major drivers of the current food and nutrition insecurity 

observed in the affected areas. The results of ongoing food and security assessments in 

various countries will provide an update of the situation.   

Critical concerns and immediate recommendations include high and unacceptable 

malnutrition rates (above emergency thresholds) among Somalia IDPs, CAR, parts of 

Djibouti, South Sudan, DRC and Ethiopia (both refugee and pastoral areas). Global Acute 
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http://www.fews.net/sites/default/files/documents/reports/Global%20Weather%20Hazard-150820.pdf
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg/drought
http://www.disasterriskreduction.net/east-central-africa/fsnwg/drought


Eastern Africa Humanitarian Bulletin, July - August 2015 | 2 

 

 

 

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 

Malnutrition (GAM) rates are reaching 28 per cent in some cases, a red flag for 

immediate intervention. Livestock grazing resources and body condition is expected to 

deteriorate from August due to current dry weather conditions in most pastoral areas of 

arid and semi-arid lands. The worst hit will be grazing areas that received below-average 

March-May 2015 rains, including some pastoral areas of Ethiopia, Kenya, Djibouti and 

Somalia. Strategic destocking is highly recommended as is negotiated access for 

movement of livestock across communities and countries to access pasture and water. 

 

Burundi: high risk of deterioration 

The Burundian Electoral Commission declared President Pierre Nkurunziza winner of the 

21 July presidential election for a controversial third term – for which he was inaugurated 

on 20 August. The UN Electoral Observation Mission in Burundi (MENUB), however, said 

in a statement that the overall environment was not conducive for free and credible 

elections. This was echoed by several member states and international organizations.  

http://www.unocha.org/
https://menub.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/francee.pdf
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Continued reports of human rights violations and the assassinations on 15 August of 

retired Colonel Jean Bikomagu, a former head of Burundi's national army, and on 2 

August, of General Adolphe Nshimirimana, a close advisor to President Nkurunziza, and 

the attempted assassination on 4 August of human rights defender Pierre Clavier 

Mbonimpa, were of particular concern.   

On 16 August, the AU warned of "the potential of further escalation, with catastrophic 

consequences both for the country itself and for the region as a whole”, echoing the 

statement of 14 August by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights that 

the Burundi crisis was "spiraling out of control". 

On 17 August the UN Secretary-General reiterated his calls to all Burundians to resume 

inclusive dialogue without delay to peacefully settle their differences. He also reiterated 

the commitment of the UN to support efforts aimed at consolidating peace and stability in 

Burundi. Meanwhile, three months after a limited number of UN staff (and their 

dependents) were evacuated from Burundi, the UN has now officially designated Burundi 

a non-family duty station. 

Concerned by the political crisis in Burundi, 186,045 people had fled as of 17 August to 

neighbouring countries since 1 April – although the actual number is likely to be 

significantly higher, as many who have left the country are residing with family and friends 

and have not registered as refugees. 

Anticipating as many as 320,000 Burundian refugees by end-September, the UN 

Refugee Agency (UNHCR) issued on 6 August a Revised Burundi Regional Refugee 

Response Plan, wherein 22 humanitarian agencies are seeking an additional $100 million 

(for a total of $306 million) in support of urgent life-saving assistance. 

Within Burundi, people have been internally displaced, although the exact number of 

IDPs cannot yet be determined. No new IDP sites have emerged, as people are being 

hosted by families and friends and are reluctant to identify themselves as IDPs for fear of 

being linked to a political agenda. This has complicated efforts by partners to assess 

humanitarian needs. Despite the absence of outright conflict, the humanitarian situation is 

at risk of further deterioration given the larger socio-economic impact of the political crisis, 

as food prices have risen significantly, tax revenues have declined, and foreign aid – 

which accounts for about half of Burundi's national budget – is being significantly scaled 

back or suspended entirely by donors upset with the political impasse and rampant 

human rights violations. This, combined with existing high levels of vulnerability in 

Burundi, could lead to increasing humanitarian needs in the coming months. All 

humanitarian sectors report significant funding shortfalls as being among their greatest 

challenges in mobilizing necessary response. 

In its latest Market Monitor, the World Food Programme (WFP) reports that changes in 

seasonally adjusted food prices were significant for the two regions most affected by 

political instability in Burundi: in Kirundo Province, northern Burundi, seasonally adjusted 

prices rose for beans (+25%) and maize (+17%) in the second quarter of this year, while 

in Bujumbura, seasonally adjusted prices rose for beans (+36%), maize (+38%), cassava 

flour (+29%) and sweet potatoes (+27%). In its latest Remote Monitoring Report, FEWS 

NET warns that food insecurity is likely to increase in Kirundo and Muyinga provinces 

from August to December, due to below-average overall production, following disruptions 

arising from political instability. Food insecurity is anticipated to remain “Stressed” (IPC 

Phase 2) through December, if current humanitarian assistance is maintained and 

UNHCR issues revised 

appeal, seeking $306 

million for a possible 

caseload of 320,000 

Burundian refugees 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.peaceau.org/en/article/158
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51635#.VdF0bPmqpBc
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=8905
http://data.unhcr.org/burundi/regional.php
http://www.unhcr.org/55c3484d9.html
http://www.unhcr.org/55c3484d9.html
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp276400.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/burundi/remote-monitoring-report/july-2015
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/burundi/remote-monitoring-report/july-2015
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/burundi/remote-monitoring-report/july-2015
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UN High Commissioner 

on Human Rights, Zeid 

Ra’ad Al Hussein, 

displacements decline. Meanwhile, FEWS NET noted that refugee and transit camps in 

Rwanda, Tanzania, and the DRC are operating beyond normal capacities, constraining 

access to water, sanitation, and adequate food. 

Click to the latest Burundi Humanitarian Snapshot. 

Yemen: rising regional impacts 

The number of people fleeing Yemen to the Horn of Africa (Djibouti, Puntland, south-

central Somalia and Somaliland) continued to rise. Since March 2015, according to 

UNHCR, IOM and OCHA reports, close to 55,000 people have arrived in the Horn of 

Africa from Yemen (Djibouti 22,555 people; Somalia 29,000 people; Ethiopia 3,313 

people). The most dramatic increase (98 per cent) over the last two months was seen in 

Somalia, where 90 per cent of new arrivals are Somalis. The majority of these are women 

and children, and more are expected to arrive in the coming months. 

 

Humanitarian response facing critical funding gaps 

In Djibouti, UNHCR and partners are working to provide food, nutrition and education 

assistance in both Markazi and Obock camps, including protection for vulnerable 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://reliefweb.int/report/burundi/burundi-humanitarian-snapshot-10-aug-2015
http://regionalmms.org/fileadmin/content/monthly%20summaries/July_2015_Summary.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-unhcr-regional-update-yemen-situation-18-6-12-august-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Somalia%20Humanitarian%20Snapshot%20-%20August%202015.pdf
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individuals. The Djibouti Response plan for UNHCR and partners is funded at just 7 per 

cent of the required US$26 million. 

In Somalia, humanitarian actors are providing assistance to the newly arrived (mainly 

Somalis), including accommodation for up to three nights, non-food items, water, hot 

meals, and smart cards to purchase food, health care, and protection assistance. An 

estimated 8,300 of the most vulnerable have been assisted with onward transportation 

from the arrival centres of Berbera and Bossaso to their areas of origin. However, 

UNHCR calls for more resources to ensure basic services, livelihoods and strengthen 

registration, verification and reception capacity at the main ports. The Somalia Response 

Plan for the Yemen Crisis, launched in June 2015, remains seriously underfunded. 

UNHCR and partners have received only 5 per cent of the $64 million needed. 

In Ethiopia, UNHCR is seeking an additional US$500,000 for registration, transportation 

and distribution of emergency assistance to new arrivals in Jijiga in eastern Ethiopia. 

Some Yemeni refugees arriving in Ethiopia are being helped through a UNHCR urban 

refugee programme in Addis Ababa, but arrivals have already exceeded the number 

foreseen for all of 2015. To assist these urban refugees, UNHCR urgently requires an 

additional US$570,000. 

 

In Brief 

AU-led WHS consultation outcomes  

The African Union Regional Consultative meeting for eastern Africa took place from 28-31 

July in Arusha, Tanzania. The consultation is part of a continent-wide consultative 

process to develop a Common African Position (CAP) to be presented at the World 

Humanitarian Summit (WHS) in 2016 in Istanbul. 

The meeting concluded with a wide variety of recommendations clustered around various 

themes, including the following:  

i) Governance architecture for humanitarian action in Africa with a recommendation 

for establishing an African Humanitarian Agency;  

ii) Domestication and implementation of various humanitarian and human rights 

instruments, including the Kampala Convention;  

iii) Strengthening the capacity of State and regional institutions to prepare for and 

respond to humanitarian crises and to protect populations;  

iv) Concrete peacebuilding measures to avoid relapse of conflict;  

v) Promoting durable solutions to displacement, including burden-sharing on 

refugees and integrating humanitarian and forced displacement issues in national 

development plans;  

vi) Addressing the growing threat of terrorism, radicalization and extremism;  

vii) Finalizing the draft AU Protocol on free movement of persons;  

viii) Exploring ways for Africa to raise its own resources to fund humanitarian action, 

including remittances from the diaspora and the private sector;  

ix) Involve the diaspora in the formulation of a Common African Position. 

 

 

Somalia Response Plan for 

the Yemen Crisis has 

received only 5% of $64 

million needed 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.unhcr.org/55c08f529.html


Eastern Africa Humanitarian Bulletin, July - August 2015 | 6 

 

 

 

www.unocha.org/eastern-africa | www.unocha.org | @UNOCHA_EA 
 

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) • Coordination Saves Lives 

 

Kenya/Somalia Refugees 

The repatriation of Somali refugees from Kenya entered a new stage during the reporting 

period. At a meeting on 29 July, the Tripartite Commission for the Voluntary Repatriation 

of Somali Refugees from Kenya, comprising the Government of the Republic of Kenya, 

the Government of the Federal Republic of Somalia, and UNHCR agreed on concrete 

operational modalities to scale up the safe, dignified and voluntary repatriation of Somali 

refugees from Kenya. A new Joint Strategy and Operational Plan by the three parties 

envisions the voluntary repatriation and reintegration of 435,000 Somalia refugees over a 

five-year period; 10,000 in 2015; 100,000 in 2016; 150,000 in 2017; 130,000 in 2018 and 

35,000 in 2019. On 5 August, two aircraft transported 116 Somali refugees from Dadaab 

to Mogadishu.   

While the Pilot Phase from December 2014 to June 2015 pioneered support to voluntary 

repatriation in three districts - Luuq, Baidoa and Kismayo – the Commission agreed to 

support future returns to any area in Somalia, with special focus on nine districts that 

have been identified for comprehensive return and reintegration support – namely 

Mogadishu, Afgoye, Jowhar, Balcad, WanlaWeyn and Belet Weyne as well as Luuq, 

Baidoa and Kismayo. 

South Sudan Update  

Following the resumption on 11 August of a new round of peace talks, which have been 

interrupted several times, a negotiated and revised version of the final peace agreement 

on the resolution of the conflict in the Republic of South Sudan was signed on 17 August 

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia by Dr. Riek Machar Teny, Chairman Of the Armed Opposition; 

Hon. Pagan Amum Okiech, Representing the Former Detainees; and other South 

Sudanese stakeholders. According to the Intergovernmental Authority on Development 

(IGAD), who facilitated the talks, the Government of President Salva Kiir was expected to 

sign the Agreement within 15 days. 

The humanitarian situation in South Sudan continued to deteriorate with no significant 

progress on political efforts to resolve the conflict. As of 16 August, OCHA reported an 

estimated 1.6 million internally displaced people, while as of 19 August, UNHCR reported 

619,386 South Sudanese seeking refuge in neighbouring countries since the start of the 

conflict in December 2013 (an increase from 559,000 refugees as of 15 June). The 

largest host of South Sudanese refugees in the region is Ethiopia (221,376), followed by 

Sudan (191,253), Uganda (160,300), and Kenya (46,457). 

Tana River Clashes 

Renewed ethno-political clashes between Wardei community pastoralists and Giriama 

community farmers of Tana River County at Hurara area left at least six people dead and 

several others seriously injured. A total of 2,191 people were displaced by the conflicts, 

which peaked on 3 August.  County and national authorities intensified efforts to contain 

the conflict, with no major incident reported after 4 August. In recent years, there has 

been recurrent conflict between the pastoralists and agriculturists over pasture land, 

which typically peaks in July. Several stakeholders, including the Kenya Red Cross 

Society, county and national authorities, have provided humanitarian aid to the displaced 

and peacebuilding support to the affected population. 

 

 

1.6 million people are 

displaced inside South 

Sudan, while over 600,000 

have sought refuge in 

neighbouring countries 

A new plan foresees the 

return of 435,000 Somali 

refugees from Kenya in the 

coming five years 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/joint-communiqu-tripartite-commission-voluntary-repatriation-somali-refugees-kenya
http://igad.int/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1193:agreement-on-the-resolution-of-the-conflict-in-the-republic-of-south-sudan&catid=1:latest-news&Itemid=150
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-snapshot-16-aug-2015
http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-crisis-regional-impact-situation-report-58-15-june-2015
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CaLP call for new members 

The Cash Learning Partnership (CaLP) is a global partnership of humanitarian actors 

(including over 150 organizations and more than 5,000 individuals in the humanitarian 

sector) engaged in policy, practice and research within cash transfer programming (CTP). 

Its main objective is to ensure that cash transfer programming (CTP) is routinely 

considered as a scalable component of quality, timely and appropriate preparedness, 

emergency response and early recovery. For more information and resources from CaLP, 

go to http://www.cashlearning.org/english/home, or follow on Twitter @cashlearning or 

apply for CaLP membership by 18 September. 

 

Funding status and update 

 

 

 

 

http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.cashlearning.org/english/home

