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Situation Overview:  
Tension remains high in the country as the disarmament 
programme is underway in Bangui and Bossangoa. On 10 
December, an ex-Chief of staff in charge of ex-Seleka operations, 
General Mahamat Saleh was killed during clashes in Bangui.  
 
Due to increased tension in Bossangoa, the distribution of food 
assistance is being negotiated with both communities where more 
troops are urgently needed. 
 
In Bambari (Ouaka province), tension remains high amongst the 
local population due to rumors of a confrontation between the anti-
Balaka militia and ex- Seleka members.  
 
Estimated impact: 
The number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) continuous to 
increase as violence persists. There are now an estimated 127,000 
IDPs in Bangui gathered in over 30 sites, with the highest 
concentration in churches, religious sites and the Bangui 
international airport. So far, more than 500

i
 people have been killed  

over the past week in sectarian fighting. Aid workers have collected 
461 bodies in Bangui since 5 December and the number continues to increase. In PK5 72 bodies have been taken 
to the local mosques in the past two days. 
 
Coordination and assessments: 
The Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) team undertook various multi-sectorial assessments from 9 to 10 
December on IDP sites in Bangui. Based on findings the following recommendations were made: 
 
At the St Pierre de Gobongo site, there are 1,000 IDPs during the day and 2,000 at night. There is urgent need for 
food assistance and a health facility managed by health personnel amongst the IDPs. 
 
At the Jean de Gabaladja site, 2,500 IDPs are present during the day and around 8,000 to 10,000 at night. Urgent 
needs include: an improvement in access to water, distribution of non-food items and medical support to the 
dispensary.  
 
The St Bernard de Boy Rabe site has 4,000 IDPs during the day and 8,000 at night. Priority needs include: 
distribution of food and non-food items and the establishment of a health facility. 
 
There are 1,912 IDPs at the Seminaire St Marc site in Bimbo who are in dire need of: latrines, food and non-food 
items, medical assistance for 23 identified cases of Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM). 
 
At the Carmel site in Bimbo, 2,614 IDPs need food and non-food items, latrines, hygiene sensitization and access 
to healthcare. 
 
UNHCR carried out a multi-sectorial rapid assessment at the St Joseph Mukassa IDP site in Bangui, home to an 
estimated 12,000 IDPs. Assessment findings revealed that IDPs are in urgent need of food, healthcare and shelter 
assistance. The sanitation situation remains a major concern in the site. An updated assessment report has been 
shared with various Clusters and humanitarian actors for appropriate responses.  
 
Response: 
The National Voluntary Testing and Counselling service (VTC) opened on 10 December. Patients can now receive 
Anti-Retroviral drugs and treatment for tuberculosis. The center however requires pouches for blood donations.  
 
From the Health Cluster meeting of 10 December, a Health Crisis Cell was established comprised of national 
health authorities, UN and NGO members. The Cell will improve the quality of referrals, support health workers, 
provide medicines and supplies to health facilities, collect and analyze health information.  WHO will support health 
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workers; four ambulances are now tasked to specific zones; MSF France and Spain will provide fuel; a hotline has 
been established for referrals by MSF Spain; WHO will provide 1 basic medical kit, 1 surgical kit, 1 malaria kit for 
the following IDP sites: Saint Paul dispensary, Saint Jean de Galabadja health center, the Red Cross’ dispensary, 
the Castor, Notre Dame de Fatima and the Grand Seminaire health centers. MSF will provide materials for blood 
donations.  
 
As of 9 December, the Community Hospital in Bangui has treated 292 injured.  Merlin and Save the Children are 
evaluating the Amity Hospital in efforts to re-open it. It remained un-operational since 5 December when ex-Seleka 
elements took 10 patients out of the hospital and executed them at the entrance. 
 
In Bozoum there are 4,500 IDPs at the parish. Both hygiene and security committees have been established. The 
dispensary is operational for basic healthcare and the hospital is also functioning. WFP has provided food 
assistance through Caritas. About 2,200 people of the Peuhl ethnic group have been identified in three sites.  
 
 UNHCR 

 UNHCR has provided 20 tents for community use on the St Paul IDP site in Ouango. Young community 
volunteers have started the erection of these tents with the technical support of a UNHCR Site 
Planner/Emergency Shelter Specialist. Similarly, 12 community tents and plastic sheeting were provided to 
the Saint Joseph Mukassa church; and 10 community tents at the Bangui airport site to be used as medical 
facilities by the MSF team. Distribution of other supplies such as sleeping mats, mosquito nets and 
blankets will continue.  
 

 Through Protection by presence at the St Paul & Archevêche IDP sites (hosting around 13,000 IDPs), the 
UNHCR team conducted protection monitoring, daily confidential discussions and counselling to women 
and children as well as other persons at risk and who are traumatized.  
 

Protection Cluster 
The CAR Protection Cluster Crisis Working Group held its second daily meeting on 11 December. Some key 
actions have been undertaken by Cluster members in response to the crisis: 

 

 Through Monitoring of protection situation in the IDP sites and promotion of community based protection 
approach by UNHCR. 
 

 Establishment of Child Friendly Space by UNICEF and its implementing partners in the Don Bosco IDP site 
where about 2,000 girls and boys, aged between 3 and 16 years, were registered to participate in activities. 
 

 Identification of separated/unaccompanied children in some IDP sites by UNICEF and its implementing 
partners. A tent and recreational kits have been provided to the St Paul site in order to enable psychosocial 
assistance to children.  

 
Security of international staff:  
Despite ongoing insecurity, humanitarian staff including NGOs and the UN; remain present in Bangui, Bouar, 
Paoua, Zemio, Kaga Bandoro, Batalimo, Bambari and Bossangoa.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                      
 
i
 Source: Red Cross (CAR) 
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